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This is a well written and very comprehensive document.

It covers several important aspects of the sharing of digital sequence information.
Finland thanks for the opportunity to comment it.
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7.2.3

Pathogens and heath emergencies

Public databases, either open access or open source, are important for public heath
microbiology targeted to prevention and control of infectious diseases. Finland would
like to add the following sentences to the paragraph 7.2.3:

Digital sequence information is an inseparable part of modern infectious diseases
surveillance.

In the future prediction of virulence and antimicrobial resistance is possible directly
from the genome sequences of microbes.

Usability of sequence database is important for the development of diagnostic tools
based on molecular biology techniques.
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7.3.2

Potential negative impacts of technologies associated with digital sequence
information

Finland suggests that, if possible, biosecurity issues are discussed more thoroughly in
this paragraph.
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8.3.1

Identification of the provenance of digital sequence information

Finland agrees that “inclusion of the origin of digital sequence information is critical”.
Sequence data, without so called meta data, is not very useful. Microbial sequences
obtained from clinical human specimens are especially challenging, in relation to
personal patient data. This viewpoint should also be discussed.
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8.3.3

Distinguishing between non-commercial and commercial research

All countries, regardless of their own ability to utilise public databases, can benefit from
development of new diagnostic tests and drugs.
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