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Subject: Response of ESA European Seed Association to CBD Notification 2010-217 - 

Submission of information and views in accordance with decision X/1 on Access and Benefit-

sharing 

 

 

Dear Mr. Djoghlaf, 

 

By the present letter ESA European Seed Association wishes to give its input for the 

preparation of the first meeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Committee for 

the Nagoya Protocol as requested in CBD Notification 2010-217 of December 16, 2010. 

In particular, ESA wishes to provide its views on ‘sectoral and cross-sectoral model 

contractual clauses for mutually agreed terms’.  

 

As you know, the FAO International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and 

Agriculture (IT) has, in its Article 10.2, set up a multilateral system (MLS) in order to ensure 

access and benefit-sharing in respect of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. 

Facilitated access to plant genetic resources in the MLS is realized via a standard material 

transfer agreement (sMTA) which has to be signed by the recipient when accessing the 

material from the MLS. The sMTA sets out in details the conditions of access, as laid down in 

Article 12.3 of the IT, and thus provides for mutually agreed terms as well as prior informed 

consent.  

 

 

 

 



 

ESA is of the view that the sMTA, agreed by 127 parties, is the best and most effective 

means to provide for mutually agreed terms and prior informed consent in respect of plant 

genetic resources and plant breeding and advocates that in order to foster progress in plant 

breeding for all stakeholders access to plant genetic resources shall be to the highest 

possible degree standardized, quick, transparent and cost effective. Therefore we invite the 

CBD Secretariat to give serious consideration to the sMTA and its benefits when working on 

the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol. 

 

We are confident that the Intergovernmental Committee will give due attention to the views of 

the European seed industry expressed in the present letter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Szonja Csörgő 

Manager Intellectual Property and Legal Affairs 


