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Articles 19 and 20 of the Protocol require each Party to encourage, as appropriate, the development, update and use of sectoral and cross-sectoral model contractual clauses for mutually agreed terms, as well as voluntary codes of conduct, guidelines and best practices and/or standards in relation to access and benefit-sharing. These tools can serve to promote legal certainty and transparency, and reduce transaction costs in the implementation of ABS requirements, while taking into account the practices of different sectors.

This common format is to be used for registering model contractual clauses for mutually agreed terms, as well as voluntary codes of conduct, guidelines and best practices and/or standards. 
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