 MONITORING AND REPORTING

Article 29 requires parties to monitor and report on implementation of the Nagoya Protocol. The format for reporting varies from treaty to treaty. Monitoring and reporting promote transparency, compliance and equity in ABS management. It is compulsory for parties to monitor ABS implementation and report to COP/MOP. Monitoring is crucial in Nagoya Protocol implementation. Through monitoring and reporting, information are exchanged and the intricacies and complexities existing in the implementation are addressed. Report is channeled through the secretariat to COP/MOP. The format and time interval for reporting to be determined.

B. Article 19 of Nagoya Protocol states the need for sector-specific model clauses for negotiating MAT in contracts. It is obligatory on parties to encourage sectors in ABS to develop model clauses, update and use the clauses in future. It is believed that model clauses will support uniformity, legal certainty, compliance and reduction in transaction cost in ABS negotiation. In my view, model clause should be voluntary. The sovereign right of parties over their genetic resources should be recognized and the use of model clauses should be at the discretion of the parties subject to the domestic legislation. However in a situation where one size fit all approach is applied, is not proactive and it discourages evolutionary approach and flexibility. Every case should be treated on its own merit .Each sector has peculiarities in its utilization of genetic resources so it requires particular guidance on best practices.

Article 20: Code of Conduct, Guidance and Best Practices and/Standards

Voluntary Norms include code of conduct, guidelines and best practices or/standards. This is important to developing countries who have limited skills and low awareness on ABS implementation. Voluntary norms enhance the ease of use of domestic legislation and make it creditable. Guidelines define best practices to adopt in the acquisition and utilization of genetic resources thereby discouraging bio-piracy, and creating transparency and equity. The standard of conduct will guide the providers and users in  addressing CBD/Nagoya Protocol provisions in a mutually support agreement. Generally, parties require capacity building/development and awareness creation to be able to drive article 20.
Code of conduct: These are rules stating the requirements /provisions of Nagoya protocol implementation. Codes of conduct (CC) outline the responsibilities of members. They promote commitment and service delivery.

Standards: ABS issues have standards e.g.  In social and environment issues like ABS management tool. There is standard of conduct guiding the providers and users of genetic resources to meet CBD and Bonn guidelines provisions on ABS .Article 20(2) requires periodical stock-taking of the use of voluntary norms on ABS including Bonn guidelines. Article 19(2) requires parties to submit periodic report on the use of codes of conduct, guidelines and standard to COP/MOP who can decide to process the information and make it available through ABS clearing House and through this means, any party/individual can access information on ABS.      
