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BiodiverCities

BiodiverCities Advisory Committee: High-level coordination group
On invitation: outstanding cities and selected organisations. 
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A unique platform linking science and practitioners
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LAB Pioneer Biodiversity 
& Climate Change

LAB Pioneer 
Biodiversity & CEPA

LAB 
Pioneer

The goal of the BiodiverCities Programme is to guide, support, capacitate and 
motivate local governments and their partners to integrate biodiversity and 

ecosystem-based planning into all aspects of policy, decision making and 
implementation activities to result in enhanced biodiversity conservation and 

more sustainable local economic development. 
Acknowledgement of accountability and responsibility for the health and well-being of 

communities and recognition of biodiversity and essential ecosystem services as the foundation 
of our existence are core components of the goal. 

BiodiverCities Programme
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BiodiverCities Programme

LAB Pioneer Project 

• Flagship Project: Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB) Pioneer

• Five-Step Process

• Entrenches political commitment 

• Established by 21Pioneer Cities 

• 40 + international cities and growing 

• Lessons learnt 
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1 Local Biodiversity Assessment

Council Commitment + CEPA

Planning - LBSAPs

Council Commitment (Durban 
Commitment)

Local Action

2

3

4

5

LAB Pioneer Project

Five Steps 
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Technical Tools and Services to Cities

• TEEB Manual for Cities (launched August 2011)
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Technical Tools and Services to Cities ïsince Nagoya

• LAB Workshop (Feb 2011)

• LAB Pioneer Programme - new cities 
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BiodiverCities Programme 

Technical Tools and Services to Cities ïsince Nagoya

• LAB Pioneer CEPA programme

• LAB Pioneer Climate Change programme 

• CEPA and Climate Change Resources for Pioneer Cities 

• City Biodiversity Outlook  (CBO 1): Inter-Agency Task Force 

• CBI City Recruitment and Technical Support

• Web-based Resources / WebShops

• Case Studies, Newsletters, Database
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ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Center  

BiodiverCities Programme 

Technical Tools and Services to Cities ïsince Nagoya

• Biodiversity Workshops - South Korea (Ocober 2011) 

• Montpellier LBSAP/NBSAP Mediterranean workshop

• LBSAP Guidelines for Cities (to be launched June 2012)

• URBIS Secretariat 

• óFood for Citiesô position paper (coordinated by FAO) 
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Sector Representation and Advocacy - upcoming

• Global Partnership 

• Rio Pavilion at UNCCD COP10  - Sept 2011

• Rio Pavilion at UN FCCC COP17 / CMP7  - Dec 2011 

• IPBES - Oct 2011

• Urban Environmental Accords - Oct 2011

• Rio+20 - June 2012

• CBD COP11 and associated events (City Summit?) ïOct 2012
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BiodiverCities Programme 

Sector Representation and Advocacy - upcoming

• Urban Nature 3 ïJune 2012

• ICLEI World Congress ïJune 2012
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BiodiverCities Programme:

Cities in Biodiversity Hotspots Project
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Rationale (1)
Biodiversity Hotspots as analysed by Conservation 

International:

άIƻǘǎǇƻǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
conservation challenge. Unless we succeed in 
ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ 
area, we will lose more than half of our natural 
ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ό/L нллпύέ
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Rationale (2)
Biodiversity Hotspots as analysed by Conservation 

International:

• 34 global biodiversity hotpots promoted by Conservation 
International

• Represent 50% the global total of endemic plant species and 
77% of all vertebrate species

• The context is the ecosystems of which they are building 
blocks providing critical ecosystem services

•IƻǘǎǇƻǘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ мрΦт҈ ƻŦ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ 
86% of this habitat has been destroyed

•wŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƘƻǘǎǇƻǘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ нΦо҈ ƻŦ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ 
surface
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Rationale (3)
The critical role of Local Governments

•/ƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻƴƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ н҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ
• Consume 75% of the resources consumed by 

humankind. 
• Over 50% of humankind now lives in cities and this 

figure is forecast to increase to 90% in 90 years 
(UN-HABITAT 2011). 

• Cities disproportionate pressure on biodiversity and 
ǘƘŜƛǊ άŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘέ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ŦŀǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ Ŏƛǘȅ 
boundaries.
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BiodiverCities Programme:

Cities in Biodiversity Hotspots Project

• Exploratory Partners Meeting: Bonn, 3 September 2011 

• IUCN, CBD, UN-HABITAT, CBI & LAB Pioneer founders
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Thank you

www.iclei.org/biodiversity

Kobie Brand

Global Coordinator: Biodiversity

CEO: ICLEI Africa 

ICLEI ïLocal Governments for Sustainability

Kobie.brand@iclei.org


