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TEEB
The Economics of Ecosystems & Biodiversity

• Hosted by UNEP with financial support from the Euro pean 
Commission, Germany, the United Kingdom, Netherland s, 
Norway, Sweden and Japan.

• Initiated  through a proposal by the German governm ent at a 
meeting of environment ministers of the G8 countrie s and the 
five major newly industrialising countries (“Potsda m Initiative”
for Biodiversity) - March 2007.

• Proposal was endorsed by G8+5 leaders at the Heilig endamm 
Summit on 6-8 June 2007, and work on the TEEB study  began. 

• The TEEB study is being conducted in phases. 
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Why biodiversity? (TEEB)

1997 Global GDP
$18 trillion

1997 Ecosystem Services
$33 trillion

Costanza et al 1997
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Purpose of the TEEB Study

Inspired by the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, TE EB aims:

• To promote a better understanding of the true econo mic value of 
ecosystem services and to offer economic tools that  take proper 
account of this value

• To assess and communicate the urgency of action to address 
ecosystems and biodiversity loss by presenting the economic, 
societal and human value of the benefits of ecosyst ems and 
biodiversity, and the scale of the benefits lost 

• To show how we can take into account the value of e cosystems 
and biodiversity in our choices and decision-making  processes.
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Phases of the TEEB Study

Resulting in a series of reports for distinct end-u sers:

• for ecologists and economists (TEEB D0) 

• for international and national policy makers (TEEB D1) 

• for local and regional policy (TEEB D2) 

• for business (TEEB D3) 

• for citizens (TEEB D4)
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Products of the TEEB Study
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TEEB Manual for Cities:
Ecosystem Services in Urban Management
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TEEB Manual for Cities:
Ecosystem Services in Urban Management

•Officially launched at the Liveable Cities Forum an d EcoCity 
World Summit in Montreal 22-26 August 2011
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TEEB Manual for Cities:
Content

Section 1: An introduction to ecosystem services and  cities 

Section 2: How to include ecosystem services in deci sion 
making & policy - “The TEEB Stepwise Approach”

Section 3: Applying the TEE B stepwise approach with in city 
management
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TEEB Manual for Cities:
Section 1: An introduction to ecosystem services and  cities 

1.1 The Value of Nature for Cities
1.2 Ecosystem services: definitions and examples
1.3 A focus on ecosystem services: helping cities to  

achieve their goals
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TEEB Manual for Cities:
Ecosystem services: definitions and examples

Provisioning services : Ecosystem services that describe the 
material or energy outputs from ecosystems

Regulating services : The services that ecosystems provide by 
regulating the quality of air and soil or providing
flood and disease control, etc.

Habitat or Supporting services : These services underpin almost 
all other services. Ecosystems provide living space s for plants 
or animals: they also maintain a diversity of plant s and animals.

Cultural services : These include the non-material benefits people 
obtain from contact with ecosystems. They include a esthetic,
spiritual and psychological benefits.
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TEEB Manual for Cities:
The ecosystem services icons
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TEEB Manual for Cities:
Section 2: How to include ecosystem services in deci sion 

making & policy - “The TEEB Stepwise Approach”

Step 1: Specify and agree on the problem or policy issue with 

stakeholders

Step 2: Identify which ecosystem services are most relevant

Step 3: Determine what information is needed and select 

assessment methods

Step 4: Assess (future changes in) ecosystem services

Step 5: Identify and assess management/policy options

Step 6: Assess the impact of the policy options on the range of 

stakeholders
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TEEB Manual for Cities:
Section 3: Applying the TEEB stepwise approach withi n city 

management

3.1 Communicating to decision makers & other line fu nctions
3.2 Budget cycle
3.3 Spatial planning
3.4 Concluding remarks



© ICLEI 2009 www.iclei.org/

•

ICLEI 2011



© ICLEI 2009 www.iclei.org/

•

ICLEI 2011



© ICLEI 2009 www.iclei.org/

•

ICLEI 2011

Thank you

Marlene Laros
Advisor: Policy & Strategy
ICLEI – Local Governments 
for Sustainability

marlene.laros@iclei.org


