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Sustainable urban futures 
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Biodiversity at UNU-IAS
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The Urban Sustainability Nexus:  Our Main Challenge s and Key Questions

Urbanisation 
Processes

Sustainability 
Stresses

Local Governance 
Solutions

Some Tokyo metropolitan residents travel a long distance 
every week to volunteer at Adachi district organic agriculture 
park, the only of a kind in the city. 

Bicycles have always been a common 
means of transport in Tokyo. Recently 
they are being re-introduced in many 
cities in the developed world.

Extensive use of rapid bus transit is 
being used in Bogota to help manage 
the city’s congestion with plans to 
cover the  metropolitan area of some 
500km2.

Urbanisation takes many forms including new 
developments like Minato Mirai21 in 
Yokohama and redevelopment in Shanghai

The city of Kanazawa has made efforts to 
rediscover the original elements of nature in its 
urban area 

Sustainable Urban Futures at UNU-IAS : Cities, 
Local Governance and Global Environmental Challenge s 



Cities and Biodiversity
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Research
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Research

HYDRO-METEOROLOGICAL  
HAZARDS

ECOSYSTEMS

URBAN
SYSTEM

Impact

Vulnerability

Regulating services

Impact (increase in vulnerability)

Services

Impact

POLICY 
LEVERAGE 
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We know little on how to measure ecosystem services  for hazard regulation which 
is an obstacle towards the design and implementation of appropriate policies and plans

PhD Research of Yaella Depietri



Ecosystem Services: Gonaives, Haiti in 2004

http://unosat.web.cern.ch/unosat/freeproducts/haiti/P24_Haiti_gonaive
s_bitemp_couleur321_5k_lowres.jpg

NASA: http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/view_rec.php?id=12792

Coupled social-ecological systems
Ecosystem services in urban and outside urban areas



Engaging in Partnerships
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Conclusions
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Thank You
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