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Canadians take pride in their 
“nature nation”

Nahanni National Park Reserve

…with large relatively intact ecosystems……



However, most Canadians Live in 
Cities …

…and the footprint of those cities is increasing…

Over 80% of Canadians live in "urban areas" with more than 400 persons
per square kilometer, and over 60% live in cities of more than 100,000 people



Biodiversity Planning is taking 
place at a Variety of Scales

• Connecting plans from the continental to the local level 
creates ecological networks important for biodiversity 
conservation and adaptation to a changing climate

• Promotes systems thinking, facilitates intergovernmental 
collaboration



Signs of Leadership & 
Innovation in Canadian Cities 

Toronto
Montreal

Vancouver

Guelph Pollination Park

Edmonton



Building On Each Other’s Strengths

National Governments
Provincial/Territorial Governments
Local Governments
Business
ENGO
Academia

A Prerequisite for Mainstreaming biodiversity at the local level…….

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Biodiversity/index.html
http://www.laurentian.ca/Laurentian/Home/
http://www.tctrail.ca/tlocator/tlocator_en.html


Working Together for Change: 
National governments can contribute to local 

efforts in a variety of ways....

National Goals and Targets Scientific & Technical Support Education & Outreach

Stewardship 
Funding

Dialogue & Partnerships Place-Based Approaches



Developing eco-regional approaches can help to 
connect partners and achieve consensus on 

priorities   

Atlantic Coastal Action Program Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem InitiativeSaint Lawrence Plan

Canadian Biosphere Network



…. They can also help to connect people and 
communities to biodiversity 

The Trans Canada Trail provides city 
dwellers with access to natural areas with 
thriving ecosystems

Today 80 percent of Canadians are within 
30 minutes of completed sections of the 
Trail
When complete, the Trail will link
close to 1000 communities and over 33 
million Canadians

Provides great opportunity for
kids and parents to explore
nature together 

http://photos.ncr.ec.gc.ca/photos/Corel/Images/267078.jpg
http://photos.ncr.ec.gc.ca/photos/Corel/Images/371009.jpg
http://photos.ncr.ec.gc.ca/photos/Corel/Images/371011.jpg
http://www.tctrail.ca/tlocator/tlocator_en.html
http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/b/b1/Olympic_Rings.svg/800px-Olympic_Rings.svg.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Olympic_Rings.svg&h=388&w=800&sz=39&tbnid=GKxECju1166xvM:&tbnh=69&tbnw=143&prev=/images%3Fq%3DOlympic%2BRings&hl=en&usg=__02eaGl5rUu0e2RgdTzin9MS2t0o=&ei=CMc8S9OgNMi0tge7j5j_CA&sa=X&oi=image_result&resnum=1&ct=image&ved=0CAcQ9QEwAA


Thank you!
Biodiversity is 
life.

For further information:
Canadian Biodiversity Information Network: 
http://www.cbin.ec.gc.ca/2010/default.cfm?lang=eng

http://www.cbin.ec.gc.ca/2010/default.cfm?lang=eng
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