
Engaging the Public in Biotechnology: 
Case Studies from the Global Industry Coalition

Maple Leaves, Moringa Trees and More:  
National Biotechnology Weeks in Canada and  
the Philippines
Summary: Canada and the Philippines each 
organise “National Biotechnology Week” events  
every year. Activities include career fairs, tours  
of biotech companies, news features, political  
speeches and outreach, and other programmes  
to simultaneously reach different sections of  
society on a national basis.

C anada and the Ph ilippines are on opposite end s of the 

planet , and have very d ifferent cu ltu res and econom ies. 

But they ’ve independently  h it on a com m on strateg y to 

increase public  aw areness of biotechnolog y : conven ing 

N a t io n a l B io te c h n o lo g y  W e e k  events.

Maple leaves and moringa trees
In both cou ntries , N ationa l Biotechnolog y W eek (N BW ) 

is an opportu n ity to featu re nationa l leadersh ip and 

hom eg row n applications of a ll aspects of the technolog y. 

In C anada , a ll N BW  activ ities across the vast cou ntry 

are identif ied w ith a com m on logo featu ring the icon ic 

nationa l m aple leaf w ith a genom e intertw ined . In the 

Ph ilippines, the annua l N BW  trade fa ir celebrates w ays 

that biotechnolog y tools can be used to d iscover new uses 

and u n ique properties for hom eg row n natu ra l resou rces 

such as the loca lly com m on m oringa tree (or m alunggay).

N ational Biotechnolog y Week in both countries celebrates 

the fu ll range of biotechnolog y tools and applications. 

M ed ica l, indu stria l and basic  research aspects of 

biotechnolog y are explored and agricu ltural biotechnolog y 

gets specia l attention in both places becau se sig n if icant 

areas of these crops are g row n . In the Ph ilippines, w here 

ag ricu ltu re is an im portant part of the econom y and 

prov ides livelihood to a sig n if icant part of the cou ntry ’s 

labour force, up to 60 percent of the N BW  activ ities feature 

som e aspect of ag ricu ltu ra l biotechnolog y. 

Key audiences
In both cou ntries , organ isers a im  to ra ise aw areness 

am ong the genera l public  about biotechnolog y th rough 

events and new s coverage . BIO T EC anada estim ates 

annua l cu m u lative attendance at a ll events in a year to 

be betw een 5 ,000 -6 ,000 people across the cou ntry, w ith 

m ed ia im pressions in the m illions. In the Ph ilippines, 

m ost activ ities take place in the national capita l of M anila 

but the genera l public  is encou raged to partic ipate 

th rough advance public ity  arou nd the cou ntry, and 

nationa l m ed ia coverage of N BW  activ ities .  

But both cou ntries a lso m ake efforts to reach specif ic  

aud iences as w ell. For exam ple , one key aud ience in the 

Ph ilippines is jou rna lists . T he Jose G . Bu rgos Jr. Aw ard s 

for Biotechnolog y Jou rna lism , nam ed for a renow ned 

advocate for press freedom  and supporter of biotechnology, 

are annou nced every year du ring N BW. T hese aw ard s 

recog n ise jou rna lists w ho w rite outstand ing new s and 

featu re stories on biotechnolog y in nationa l new spapers. 
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In C anada , students at a ll levels can f ind activ ities 

desig ned to reach out to them  through opportu n ities  

to  m eet sc ientists and bu sinesspeople and learn about 

careers in biotechnolog y. O ne organisation in C anada has 

hosted a “BIO ly m pics” for the past f ive years for students 

in g rades 7 and 8 (ages 12-14) , w here schools com pete  

to  f ind out w ho k now s the m ost about biotechnolog y. 

C anada’s N BW  also includes politica l outreach . A ctiv ities 

em phasise the contribution that biotechnolog y m akes 

to econom ies at the prov incia l and nationa l levels , and 

the polic ies that support and encou rage the g row th of 

the indu stry. O ne day of the w eek is a lw ays ded icated to 

v isits w ith m em bers of C anada’s Parliam ent, in the nation’s 

capita l c ity  O ttaw a, organ ised by BIO T EC anada.  

Success from grassroots  
and being inclusive 
In both cou ntries , g rassroots partic ipation helps m ake 

N BW  happen . A lthough nationa l organ ising g roups set 

the dates and a few  param eters on activ ities, they rely on 

government bodies, industry players, academ ic institutions 

and other g roups to propose , fu nd and im plem ent m ost 

activ ities. In C anada, the national organisers prov ide logos 

and com m on prom otional m ateria l, and in the Philippines 

the governm ent chair of the steering com m ittee sets the 

annua l them e and hold s open ing and c losing events – 

but every thing else is left in the hands of the organisations 

w ork ing in biotechnolog y. T h is freedom  to organ ise 

events based on loca l interests inspires creative activ ities 

in both cou ntries . 

Being inclusive is a key feature of N BW  in both countries. 

BIO T EC anada cred its an ever-g row ing list of private 

and public  supporters and partic ipants from  a ll aspects 

of biotechnolog y as critica l to its success in developing 

re levant and popu lar prog ram m es. In the Ph ilippines,  

a ll parts of the governm ent are involved in plann ing for 

N BW, including the D epartments of Science & Technology, 

A g ricu ltu re , E ducation , Env ironm ent and N atu ra l 

Resources, H ealth , Interior and Local G overnm ent, Trade 

and Industry (D T I). O ther non-governmental organisations 

that are involved inc lude the Biotechnolog y C oa lition  

of the Ph ilippines, Biotechnolog y In form ation and 

O rgan isation N etw ork , Biotechnolog y for L ife M ed ia 

A dvocacy Resou rce C enter, C om m ission on H igher 

E ducation and Ph ilippine In form ation A gency.

A once-a-year programme  
with year-round benefits 
O rgan isers of N ationa l Biotechnolog y W eek say that 

work ing w ith people around the country who are involved 

in biotechnolog y year-rou nd , and encou rag ing them  a ll 

to ta lk about it at the sam e tim e for a week , g ives a specia l 

level of prom inence to the role that biotechnolog y plays 

in everyday life . By bring ing people together, face-to-face , 

to d iscuss, debate and celebrate the role that biotechnology 

plays in the cou ntry, practitioners and the public  a like 

f ind new  answ ers and new  energ y for the year ahead .


