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A collaborative outreach activity involving the secretariats of the 
Rio Conventions—Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) and United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)— 
with the Global Environment Facility and other partners 

Linking biodiversity, climate change 
and sustainable land management

The Rio Conventions’ 
Ecosystems and Climate 
Change Pavilion

CBD COP10, Nagoya Japan, 18-29 October, 2010 
and UNFCCC COP16/CMP6, Cancun, Mexico,
 29 November-10 December, 2010



A platform for raising awareness and sharing informa-
tion about the latest practices and scientific findings 
on the co-benefits that can be realized through inte-
grated approaches and through the implementation of 
the three Rio Conventions, the Pavilion is an example 
of enhanced collaboration between the Rio Conven-
tions, as mandated by the UN General Assembly in its 
resolution 64/203 of 14 December 2009.

Launched during the International Year of Biodiver-
sity, the Pavilion will showcase, through thematic 
presentations, workshops and the worldwide web , 
the challenges and opportunities for biodiversity and 
land managers resulting from the unavoidable and 
projected adverse impacts of climate change. 

Parties and organisations will highlight activities that 
link biodiversity conservation and sustainable use, 
sustainable land management and efforts to combat 
desertification, and climate change mitigation and ad-
aptation. The multiple benefits derived through these 
activities and their contribution towards sustainable 

development and the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) will also be presented.

The Pavilion, a reflection of the importance being 
placed by the Rio Conventions’ secretariats and 
numerous international organisations on promoting 
synergies to maximize co-benefits and minimize nega-
tive interactions between these three critical environ-
mental, social and economic issues, will be convened 
in 2010 at the tenth meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD 
COP 10) (18-29 October, 2010) in Nagoya, Japan, and 
the UNFCCC COP 16 in Cancun, Mexico (29 Novem-
ber–10 December, 2010). 

In 2011, the Pavilion will be convened at the UNCCD 
COP 10 in Changwon, Republic of Korea (10-21 Oc-
tober, 2011) and the UNFCCC COP 17 in South Africa 
(December 2011).  The Pavilion partners hope to also 
extend the momentum of these collaborative initia-
tives to the UN Conference on Sustainable Develop-
ment in Brazil in 2012 (Rio +20 Earth Summit).

Introduction 3

The opinions expressed in the activities of the Pavilion do not necessarily reflect those of the CBD, UNCCD 
and UNFCCC secretariats, the Parties to the Rio Conventions or other Pavilion partner organisations.

The Rio Conventions’ Ecosystems and Climate Change Pavilion is a collaborative outreach activity 
involving the Rio Convention secretariats, with the Global Environment Facility and other important 
partners, including the European Commission, the Governments of Japan, Mexico, Spain, Norway, the 
Netherlands, the Flemish regional government, The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB), 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), 
ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, International Union for Conservation of Nature World 
Commission on Protected Areas (IUCN WCPA), Conservation International, and the Global Island 
Partnership (GLISPA). The CBD Secretariat’s LifeWeb is also playing a key role.
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It is now widely recognized that climate 
change, land degradation and biodi-
versity are interconnected, not only 
through effects of climate change on 
biodiversity and land management, but 
also through changes in biodiversity 
and ecosystem functioning that affect 
climate change. 

The carbon cycle and the water cycle, 
arguably the two most important large-
scale processes for life on Earth, both 
depend on biodiversity - at genetic, 
species, and ecosystem levels and can 

yield feedbacks to climate change. 
Maintaining and restoring healthy eco-
systems plays a key role in adapting to 
and mitigating climate change through 
biodiversity conservation, sustainable 
use and sustainable land management 
and yields multiple environmental, 
economic and social benefits.

Ecosystem-based approaches provide 
an important route to sustainable 
action and represent a vital insurance 
policy against irreversible damage 
from climate change, whereas failure 

to acknowledge the relationship 
between climate change and biodiver-
sity and failure to act swiftly and in an 
integrated manner could undermine 
efforts for improvements in both areas. 
however, enormous pressures have 
been put on ecosystems to support 
the ever-growing demand for natural 
resources over recent years. Ecosystem 
services that are central to adaptation 
include goods, such as food, fodder 
and pharmaceutical products, and 
services, such as nutrient cycling and 
hydrological flows.

The linkages between 
biodiversity, climate 
change and sustainable 
land management

“Conserving the planet’s species and habitats—and the goods and services they provide—
is central to sustainable development and the Millennium Development Goals” 
—UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, High-level Event on Biodiversity, in New York, 22 September, 2010

Biodiversity loss and land degradation is undermining the adaptive capacity of human kind to deal with the impacts of climate change. 
The loss of ecosystems such as mangrove forests, wetlands and coral reefs that buffer society from floods is likely to make communities 
living in areas made more flood prone as a result of climate change more vulnerable. Moreover, emissions from deforestation forest 
degradation and land use change are growing, a cause for concern given the amount of carbon stores in forests, wetlands and soils.
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Natural capital—our ecosystems, 
biodiversity, and natural resources 
—underpins economies, societies 
and individual well-being. however, 
the values of ecosystem services and 
underlying biodiversity are all too of-
ten overlooked or poorly understood. 

Rarely are they reflected in price 
signals in markets, and taken into  
account in day to day decisions  
by business and citizens. Nor are  
they reflected adequately in the 
economic accounts of society. 
Decision-makers with better access 

to information on ecosystem service 
values and on economic policy  
tools will be better placed to make  
efficient, cost-effective and fair 
choices and to justify their reasons 
for taking action, or for choosing 
between policy options.

Economics of ecosystem 
services and biodiversity, 
climate change and 
sustainable land management

Biodiversity loss and land degradation is undermining food security. The collapse in fisheries and other food harvested from the wild is 
a major problem in this regard. The loss of diversity of the wild races of domesticated plants and animals as a result of habitat loss or of 
ancient domesticated varieties as farmers adopt fewer modern hybrids in their farming systems is similarly a serious concern.
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According to the Global Biodiversity Out-
look 3, wild vertebrate species declined 
by an average of nearly one third globally 
between 1970 and 2006, with the sharpest 
loss occurring in the tropics. In the past cen-
tury, 35 per cent of mangroves, 40 per cent 
of forests and 50 per cent of wetlands have 
been lost. The change in the abundance and 
distribution of species, compounded by 
climate change, has serious consequences 
for human societies and is moving ecosys-
tems ever closer to thresholds, or “tipping 
points,” beyond which their services will be 
seriously undermined.

A key reason for biodiversity loss, and in 
particular, components of biodiversity that 
provide human kind with beneficial ser-
vices lies in the failure of society to manage 
the trade and consumption of scarce natural 
resources in the wider public interest. 
There are two factors that will ultimately 
determine the success or failure of human 
societies to manage their biodiversity, and 
avoid impoverishing the poor: 

(i) The strength of governance systems: 
whether or not countries have policies 
and regulations, effective institutions, 
accountable decision making systems 
and property rights needed to manage 
ecosystems effectively. 

(ii) Whether countries are able to capture 
tangible values for the numerous ecosys-
tem services provided by ecosystems. 
Market failure arises when the market 
fails to ascribe a value to the numerous 
services provided by ecosystems. This  
is leading to the conversion of ecosys-
tems (i.e. to farm land with market val-
ue) or the overharvest of economically 
important components of ecosystems 
(such as fish) without taking into ac-
count ecosystem values that are being 
forfeited as a consequence. This can be 
addressed by improving governance to 
manage the delivery of ecosystem ser-
vices that are public goods; it can also 
be addressed by creating new markets 
for ecosystem services.

The Drivers of Biodiversity Loss

iS
TO

CK
Ph

O
TO

iS
TO

CK
Ph

O
TO

35 

“Maintaining and restoring our natural infrastructure can provide economic gains worth 
trillions of dollars each year. Allowing it to decline is like throwing money out of the 
window. I urge all leaders present today to commit to reducing biodiversity loss.” 
—UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, High-level Event on Biodiversity, in New York, 22 September, 2010



Protected areas are the cornerstones 
of biodiversity conservation and con-
stitute an important stock of natural, 
cultural and social capital, yielding 
flows of economically valuable goods 
and services that benefit society, se-
cure livelihoods, and contribute to the 
achievement of the MDGs. Moreover, 
protected area systems can maintain 

productivity, buffer impacts of climate 
change and play a key role in adapta-
tion and mitigation strategies.

Protected areas, while under threat 
from climate change, are a natural and 
effective way to mitigate and adapt 
to its effects. In order to improve the 
global response to climate change,  

biodiversity loss and desertifica-
tion, protected areas need to be 
strengthened (e.g., in management 
and governance), expanded and con-
nected. Many protected areas are also 
important carbon stores, playing a 
critical role in mitigation by preventing 
further carbon emissions caused by 
land conversion and degradation.

Key role of protected 
areas in climate change 
adaptation and mitigation 

Protected areas are the cornerstones of biodiversity conservation and constitute an 
important stock of natural, cultural and social capital, yielding flows of economically 
valuable goods and services that benefit society, secure livelihoods, and contribute to 
the achievement of the MDGs. iSTO
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Indigenous peoples and local com-
munities worldwide demonstrate 
unique capacity to jointly address the 
linked challenges of biodiversity loss, 
climate change, land degradation and 
livelihood improvement in a socially 
equitable manner. 

Approaches are diverse and encom-
pass a range of fields of work, including 
indigenous and community-conserved 
areas, agriculture, agroforestry, api-

culture, fisheries, livestock, medicinal 
plants, non-timber forest products, 
wildlife management, ecotourism, 
enterprise development and market 
innovations, land tenure securitization, 
eco-agriculture, sustainable land use 
management, seed banks and more. 

There is a growing need to scale-up 
and scale-out local best practices in 
biodiversity conservation, climate 
change and sustainable land manage-

ment to link local experience  
and knowledge with national and 
international policy-making, thus  
contributing to sustainable develop-
ment. Doing so represents one of  
the most effective means to localize 
the MDGs and realize quicker gains 
in poverty reduction, educational 
attainment, the availability of health 
care, and the sustainability of local 
livelihoods—in essence to achieve  
all of the MDGs.

Indigenous peoples 
and local communities—
benefits and livelihoods

Indigenous peoples and local communities worldwide demonstrate unique capacity  
to jointly address the linked challenges of biodiversity loss, climate change, land 
degradation and livelihood improvement in a socially equitable manner. 
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Forests are biologically diverse sys-
tems, however, forests are increasingly 
threatened as a result of deforestation, 
fragmentation, climate change and 
other stressors that can be linked to 
human activities. 

Climate change, in particular, is expect-
ed to impact on forest biodiversity and 
the ability of forests to provide soil and 

water protection, habitat for species, 
carbon storage and other ecosystem 
services. Forest ecosystems identified 
as being particularly vulnerable to the 
impacts of climate change include: 
dry forests, mangroves, boreal forests, 
tropical forests, and cloud forests.

While climate change is expected to 
have adverse impacts on forest biodi-

versity, at the same time,  
forests and their rich biodiversity  
can also be part of the solution to 
climate change and other global  
challenges. Forests have much  
potential to help communities adapt 
to climate change. There are many 
existing tools and approaches that tap 
into this potential, including forest 
landscape restoration.

Forest biodiversity: mitigation 
and adaptation—the linked 
benefits provided by forests

Forests are particularly vulnerable to climate change 
because even small changes in temperature and precipi-
tation can have significant effects on forest growth. An 
increase of 1degree Celsius in temperature can modify the 
functioning and composition of forests. Forest degrada-
tion threatens biodiversity by reducing habitat and the 
provision of ecological services. Forests provide a perfect 
example of the links that exist between biodiversity, 
sustainable land management and climate change. On 
the one hand, forests are threatened by the impacts of 
climate change, but on the other hand, have the poten-
tial to mitigate climate change through carbon storage 
and sequestration. 
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It is recognized that carbon  
emissions can be reduced by 
preventing deforestation and 
forest degradation. In the context 
of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change  
this is discussed under the 
acronym REDD, which stands for 
“reducing emissions from defor-
estation and forest degradation in 
developing countries.” 

It is also recognized that in addi-
tion to reducing carbon emissions, 
efforts to curb deforestation can 
contribute significantly to the con-
servation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity, in particular through 
the conservation of primary for-
ests. This synergy could also pro-
vide livelihood and other benefits 
to indigenous and local communi-

ties and help societies adapt to 
climate change. 

Given the possibility of 
both positive and negative 
impacts on biodiversity from 
emerging REDD efforts, it is 
crucial that biodiversity and 
sustainable land manage-
ment be appropriately 
considered. The potential 
of REDD to address the bio-
diversity crisis and climate 
change simultaneously 
is unprecedented, while 
poorly designed REDD 
efforts could damage 
forest biodiversity and in 
the process threaten the 
continued provision of 
ecosystem services for  
human well-being. 

Reducing emissions from 
deforestation and forest 
degradation (REDD) 
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Water, in terms of both availability and 
quality, is increasingly recognised as 
one of the most important, and chal-
lenging, natural resource issue facing 
the world. Already one third of the 
world’s population live in areas of high 
water stress, set to increase to half the 
world population by 2030. 

Water scarcity creates conflicts and is 
increasingly becoming an issue of secu-
rity in some parts of the world. Water 

is key to achieving most of the MDGs, 
particularly for food production, 
drinking water and sanitation, poverty 
reduction and environmental sustain-
ability. The improved management of 
water is central to achieving sustain-
able development—in all countries. 

Water availability and quality are  
services provided by ecosystems,  
underpinned by biodiversity— 
and both terrestrial and aquatic 

components (wetlands) play critical 
roles in driving nature’s water cycle. 
Desertification, land degradation and 
drought have negative impacts on the 
availability, quantity and quality of 
water resources that result in water 
scarcity. And most of the main impacts 
of climate change are expressed on  
ecosystems and people through 
changes in water availability. Water 
therefore forges strong links between 
the three Rio Conventions. 

Water, Ecosystems 
and Climate Change 

Water is key to achieving most of the MDGs, particularly for food production, drinking 
water and sanitation, poverty reduction and environmental sustainability.

Inland water ecosystems are vulnerable to 
climate change because freshwater species 
are experiencing declines in biodiversity far 
greater than those in most terrestrial ecosys-
tems. Conservation, restoration and wise use 
of wetlands, particularly peatlands, are essen-
tial and cost-effective measures for long-term 
climate change mitigation and adaptation as 
well as for the maintenance of biodiversity. 
At the same time, water and land manage-
ment in drylands are critical for breaking 
the mutually-reinforcing cycles of climate 
change and desertification, and mitigating 
the effects of drought.
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Climate change imposes additional 
level of stresses, such as sea level rise, 
coral bleaching or increased frequency 
and intensity of extreme events, to the 
health of marine, coastal and island 
biodiversity and ecosystems, of which 
sustainability is already at risks due to 
threats such as overfishing, destructive 
fishing practices, pollution and waste 
disposal, agricultural runoff, invasive 
alien species, and habitat destruction. 

Concerns are also being raised about 
the impacts of ocean acidification, 
as a direct consequence of increased 
carbon dioxide concentration in the 
atmosphere. Increasing acidity of sea 
water will reduce the availability of car-

bonate minerals in seawater, important 
building blocks for marine plants and 
animals, thereby potentially disrupting 
large components of the marine food 
web. According to state of the art sci-
entific knowledge, the viable limit for 
coral reefs may have been trespassed 
at a global temperature increase of 2°C.

Enhancing the ecological resilience of 
these vulnerable ecosystems to the 
impacts of climate change and to ocean 
acidification is thus critical for securing 
their ability to contribute to climate 
change adaptation. Investment in pro-
moting resilience, including through 
reducing other pressures, will also 
effectively contribute to protecting the 

ecosystem services that are provided 
by these ecosystems. To this end, con-
certed efforts at global, regional and 
national levels need to be mobilized 
for conservation and sustainable use, 
through the application of the ecosys-
tem approach. 

Yet, the oceans are seriously under-
protected, with still less than 1 per cent 
of the ocean surface being designated 
as protected areas, compared to nearly 
15 per cent of protected-area cover-
age on land. Therefore urgent calls are 
needed for political commitments, 
financial investment, and partnership 
building among different actors to 
move forward.

Marine, coastal and 
island biodiversity

Enhancing the ecological resilience of these vulnerable ecosystems to the impacts of 
climate change and to ocean acidification is critical for securing their ability to contribute 
to climate change adaptation. 

Coral reefs provide livelihoods to over 100 million people and provide the basis for industries such as tourism and fishing, worth an 
annual net benefit of US $ 30 Billion. A temperature increase of 2°C is already beyond the viable limit and a rise of 3oC is expected to 
transform most coral reefs in algal mats. Many island ecosystems provide vital goods and services, such as protection against flood surges 
and extreme weather events, while also providing habitat for marine animals and reef fish. Thus the conservation of island biodiversity 
represents a cost-effective and practical way for islands to adapt to climate change. 
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Sustainable land management and the 
restoration of degraded lands combat 
land degradation and desertification 
by stabilizing soils, reducing water and 
wind erosion and maintaining nutrient 
cycling in soils. 

Sustainable use of goods and services 
from drylands ecosystems and the 
development of agroforestry systems 
can, therefore, contribute to poverty 
reduction, making the rural poor less 

vulnerable to the impacts of land degra-
dation and climate change while also 
ensuring biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable use. Desertification and the 
associated loss of vegetation, causes 
biodiversity loss through habitat frag-
mentation, degradation and destruc-
tion and contributes to climate change 
through reducing carbon sequestration.

Efforts to combat desertification by fos-
tering sustainable land management 

practices have potential co-benefits for 
climate change adaptation and biodi-
versity conservation and sustainable 
use through protecting and restoring 
the productive potential in drylands. 

This is particularly important since 
many of those most vulnerable to 
climate change are poor people, with 
a high dependence on biodiversity-
based livelihoods, living in sensitive 
dryland areas.

Drylands biodiversity

Sustainable use of goods and services from drylands ecosystems and the development of 
agroforestry systems can, therefore, contribute to poverty reduction, making the rural poor 
less vulnerable to the impacts of land degradation and climate change while also ensuring 
biodiversity conservation and sustainable use.

Arid, semi-arid and dry sub-humid lands have a wide range of natural habitats, 
which include grassland, savannah, barren deserts, scrubland, woodlands, 
Mediterranean landscapes and dry forests and provide people with benefits 
not only from farming but also from activities such as game hunting and 
wildlife tourism as well as medicinal plants, aromatics, fruits and wood. The 
variability of plant species in drylands is also essential for the sustainability 
of farming and herding. On the other hand, overgrazing, deforestation, over 
harvesting, soil erosion, and water shortage, lead to both loss of biodiversity 
and desertification. Once desertification is underway, it threatens not only 
dryland agriculture and pastoralism but also dryland biodiversity, while loss 
of dryland biodiversity indirectly brings about desertification. Biodiversity 
is critical to functioning of these ecosystems and the loss of a few species in 
a dryland ecosystem may reduce its resilience significantly.
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Ecosystems can be managed to lessen 
the vulnerability of biodiversity to the 
negative impacts of climate change 
on biodiversity, to combat desertifica-
tion/land degradation and to help 
people adapt to the adverse effects of 
climate change. Ecosystem-based ap-
proaches for adaptation can include 
sustainable management, conserva-

tion and restoration of ecosystems as 
part of an overall adaptation strategy 
that takes into account multiple social, 
economic and cultural co-benefits for 
indigenous peoples and local commu-
nities. These approaches, which are 
cost-effective, ready for use and can 
help to maintain resilient ecosystems, 
include the protection of natural for-

est and peatland carbon stocks, the 
sustainable management of forests, 
the use of native assemblages of forest 
species in reforestation activities, 
sustainable wetland management, 
restoration of degraded mangroves, 
soft coastal protection, restoration of 
floodplains and sustainable agricul-
tural practices.   

Ecosystem-based 
approaches for adaptation

Ecosystem-based approaches for adaptation can include sustainable management, 
conservation and restoration of ecosystems as part of an overall adaptation strategy 
that takes into account multiple social, economic and cultural co-benefits for 
indigenous peoples and local communities. 
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3

Biodiversity and ecosystem service 
benefits are being threatened by de-
velopment choices that ignore the full 
value of these natural services to us all 
and particularly the poorest. Reversing 
this negative trend is not only possible, 
but essential to human well-being. 

Climate change is a manifestation 
and symptom of the lack of adequate 
consideration of environmental  
sustainability in development path-
ways. In addition to development,  
the conservation and sustainable use 
of biodiversity and land offers resil-

ience to climate variability and nat- 
ural disasters. 

Drylands populations, for example, 
often rely on access to ecosystem 
services in order to cope with drought. 
Continued, sustainable access to bio-
diversity resources in order to support 
livelihoods in times of climate stress 
promotes both biodiversity conserva-
tion and sustainable use and enhances 
adaptive capacity. Ecosystem-based 
approaches for adaptation provide 
multiple benefits – including mitiga-
tion, are cost-effective, already avail-

able and likely to be more accessible to 
rural and poor communities. Thus they 
can align with and enhance poverty al-
leviation and sustainable development 
strategies. Global responses that ad-
dress biodiversity loss, climate change 
and land degradation need to be re-
inforced and re-tooled to enhance the 
promotion of synergies. This requires 
integration across policy reforms and 
institutional strengthening. Country 
leadership and increased support from 
development cooperation are critical 
for the coherent and synergetic imple-
mentation of the Rio Conventions.

Promoting synergies for 
sustainable development 
and poverty reduction

Ecosystem-based approaches for adaptation provide multiple benefits—including 
mitigation, are cost-effective, already available and likely to be more accessible to rural 
and poor communities. Thus they can align with and enhance poverty alleviation and 
sustainable development strategies.
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3
The implementation of ecosystem-
based approaches for adaptation 
and mitigation and the integration of 
biodiversity and sustainable land man-
agement considerations into relevant 
climate change adaptation and mitiga-
tion plans and strategies will require 
enhanced cooperation and increased 
synergies between the different biodi-
versity, land management and climate 
change actors, especially the three Rio 
Conventions, while taking into account 

their different mandates and Parties.
Many best practice examples of 
mechanisms to promote synergies at 
the national and local level are avail-
able, including the establishment of 
national committees consisting of focal 
points to the three Rio Conventions, 
the development of common pools of 
experts and communities of practice, 
the integrated management of funding 
to address biodiversity and climate 
change, and the integration of climate 

change and biodiversity elements 
within national biodiversity strategy 
and action plans and national adapta-
tion plans and programmes. 
The Pavilion, through its partnership-
based approach, captures and pro-
motes actions needed to move ahead 
towards the achievement of the MDGs 
and the mutually supportive and rein-
forcing objectives of the Rio Conven-
tions in a manner that is coordinated, 
cost effective and efficient.

Looking Ahead: 
Enhancing Synergies 

In 1992, the Earth Summit established three Rio Conventions to address the interrelated 
challenges of climate change, biodiversity loss and combating desertification/
land degradation—in 2012 at the Rio +20 Earth Summit, we will take stock.

Almost all natural ecosystems in the 
world today are shaped by human 
activities—many of which are lead-
ing to their degradation, both directly 
and indirectly leading to the loss of 
biodiversity and land degradation. 
Biodiversity loss and land degradation 
is destabilizing ecosystem services 
such as water provisioning services for 
human consumption and agriculture, 
threatening the foundations on which 
economies are built, in particular the 
economies of the poor. The Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment published by 

the UN in 2005 reported that 15 out of 
24 (or 60%) of the ecosystem services 
that support life on Earth have been 
destabilized as a result of ecosystem 
loss and degradation. 

Biodiversity loss and land degradation 
may foreclose future development 
options, particularly in poor countries 
with limited development opportuni-
ties. These may include the option  
to develop the tourism industry, or the 
option to sustain natural resource sec-
tors such as forestry, agriculture  

and fisheries that are dependent on 
ecosystem services.

While there is significant potential and 
growing commitment for financing to 
address climate change, investment 
in sustaining biodiversity and land 
management is largely stagnant, and in 
some cases decreasing. There is scope 
for developing, promoting and using 
ecosystem-based approaches to adap-
tation and mitigation which address the 
linkages between biodiversity, deserti-
fication and climate change.

Financing Synergies—
Linking biodiversity, climate change 
and sustainable land management 
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Partners

For further information, visit www.cbd.int/rio/ecosystemspavilion

Japan—The Government of Japan will lead CBD COP10 to 
form an agreement for new actions to be taken by all stake-
holders in the world.   During the COP presidency, Japan 
will promote the implementation of TEEB for biodiversity 
conservation and its sustainable use.

Mexico—The Government of Mexico, the host of UNFCCC 
COP 16/CMP6, is committed to the conservation of biodiver-
sity and climate change mitigation and adaptation. Relevant 
strategies and actions are being established through its 
Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources and for 
biodiversity conservation, by the National Commission of 
Natural Protected Areas.

European Commission—The European Commission 
promotes investment in working with nature, developing 
green infrastructure, recognising the potential for multiple 
benefits of ecosystem-based approaches to climate change 
adaptation and mitigation.

Norway—The Government of Norway is providing up to 
USD 500m annually through its International Climate and 
Forest Initiative, thus supporting synergies between forest 
loss, climate change and biodiversity conservation.

The Netherlands—The Government of the Netherlands 
is making strong efforts to halt the loss of biodiversity 
nationally as well as globally. Its programme ‘Biodiversity 
Works 2008-2011’, focuses on trade chains, payment for bio-
diversity, ecosystem services, ecological networks, marine 
biodiversity and the relationship between biodiversity, 
food security, climate change and poverty reduction.

Spain—The Government of Spain recognizes the impor-
tance of the conservation of ecosystems to ensure that they 
continue to provide essential goods and services, to reduce 
vulnerability to the adverse impacts of climate change, 
reduce desertification risks and maintain biodiversity, thus 
contributing to the objectives of the three Rio Conventions.

Flemish Government—Within the federal state of Belgium, 
the Flemish Environment, Nature and Energy Depart-
ment (LNE) underlines the importance of comprehensive 
ecosystem based policy approaches that integrate the 
challenges of biodiversity, mitigation of and adaptation to 
climate change, desertification, soil and land degradation, 
food security, poverty reduction and sustainable social and 
economic development.

GLISPA—The Global Island Partnership brings together 
island nations and nations with islands—small and  
large, developing and developed—to help ensure that 
island conservation and sustainable livelihoods are 
integrated into the development process and dialogue, 
including through ecosystem-based approaches to  
adaptation and mitigation.

ICLEI—Local Governments for Sustainability, in partner-
ship with IUCN, are implementing the acclaimed Local 
Action for Biodiversity Programme.  Working with local 
governments worldwide, it includes a strong focus on link-
ages between the three Rio Conventions. 

LifeWeb—LifeWeb is a partnership platform managed by 
the CBD Secretariat to strengthen financing for protected 
areas to conserve biodiversity, secure livelihoods, and 
address climate change through implementation of the CBD 
Programme of Work on Protected Areas. 

TEEB—The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity initia-
tive is an independent study drawing together experience, 
knowledge and expertise from across the world in science, 
economics and policy to enable practical actions in response 
to the growing evidence of the impact of the loss of biodiver-
sity and the implications for sustainable development.  

IUCN WCPA—The International Union for Conservation of 
Nature,works on biodiversity, climate change, energy, human 
livelihoods and greening the world economy. For more than 
50 years, IUCN and its World Commission on Protected Areas, 
have been at the forefront of global action on protected areas 
and are more recently positioning protected areas as part of a 
“natural solution” to climate change.

Conservation International—Building upon a strong 
foundation of science, partnership and field demonstration, 
Conservation International empowers societies to responsi-
bly and sustainably care for nature, our global biodiversity, 
for the well-being of humanity. 

UNDP—United Nations Development Programme works  
at both the national and local levels in more than 140 coun-
tries to build a broad consensus on environmental policy and 
to build capacity to implement environmental management 
measures and confront the pressures contributing to biodi-
versity loss, land degradation and climate change. UNDP’s 
work at the local level is helping to inform policy makers at 
the national and global levels of what is working, what is  
not and why.

UNEP—The United Nations Environment Programme 
addresses environmental issues at the global, regional and 
national levels. Its mandate is to coordinate the development 
of environmental policy consensus by keeping the global  
environment under review and bringing emerging issues 
to the attention of governments and the international com-
munity for action.

GEF—The Global Environment Facility, the largest funder 
of projects to improve the global environment, provides 
grants for projects in more than 165 countries. Investments 
to support implementation of global environmental agree-
ments relate to six focal areas—biodiversity, climate change, 
international waters, land degradation, the ozone layer, and 
persistent organic pollutants..  

UNFCCC—The United Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change provides the framework for a global response 
to the problems posed by climate change. The Convention is 
complemented by the Kyoto Protocol which commits its Par-
ties to reducing their emissions by an average of 5 percent by 
2012 against 1990 levels.

UNCCD—Established in 1994, the United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification,the sole legally binding interna-
tional agreement linking environment, development and the 
promotion of healthy soils, works to alleviate poverty in the 
drylands, maintain and restore the land’s productivity and 
mitigate the effects of drought.

CBD—At the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, one of  
the key agreements adopted was the Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity with three main goals: the conservation of bio-
logical diversity, the sustainable use of its components, and 
the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits from the  
use of genetic resources.
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