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This paper introduces a special feature on biodiversity conservation and poverty traps. 
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multiplicity of candidate mechanisms underscores a major challenge in designing policy 
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biodiversity conservation. 
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Development is achieved through growing and managing the ‘portfolio of assets’ 
available to a household or a nation. Soils, water, plants and animals often make up the 
biggest chunk of poor people’s assets. The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) has 
taken stock of these environmental assets worldwide. It reveals that fully sixty percent 
are being degraded – with poor people disproportionately suffering the consequences 
such as shortage of clean water, floods and droughts. Yet the MA also identified instances 
of effective asset management – proven ‘Response Options’ that deserve scaling up. This 
briefing note identifies the major developmental implications of the MA, and calls for 
action in four areas.  
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About 50 countries have prepared interim and full Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers 
(PRSPs). In this context, this paper examines Millennium Development Goal (MDG)7: Ensuring 
Environmental Sustainability, its targets and indicators. 
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This background paper is prepared on an informal basis in the context of the Secretariat of 
the Convention on Biological Diversity’s (SCBD) Expert Meeting on Mainstreaming 
Biodiversity in Development Cooperation. The key objective is to reflect on progress, 
challenges and lessons learned. It also means to shape appropriate responses for 
biodiversity mainstreaming in development cooperation at the policy and operational levels. 
A key result would be a set of common key considerations for biodiversity mainstreaming 
aimed at development cooperation agencies and partners. Targeted at development 
practitioners, the paper highlights some principles for moving forward in mainstreaming 
biodiversity within their work, whether at a strategic level. 
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biodiversity in development cooperation that took place in Montreal, in the offices of the 
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approaches and methods covered are equally relevant to poverty reduction, 
environmental and sectoral strategies, programme development and review. The 
necessary mechanisms and processes need to be coordinated to enable continuous 
learning and improvement. 
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In Part 1, the guide analyses environmental mainstreaming and provides a perspective 
on the challenges related to it. In Part 2, it discusses the broad range of mainstreaming 
approaches and tools that are best suited to particular challenges and decision-making 
tasks provide guidance on when particular approaches might best be used, and profile 
key approaches/tools. 
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The CBD objective on access and benefit-sharing (ABS) is intended to place developing 
countries in a better position to profit from their genetic resources, and provide 
incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of their biodiversity. Even before the 
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establishment of the international ABS regime, Namibia has adopted an innovative 
approach which ensures producer benefits.  
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The objective of this handbook is to enhance the capacity of non specialist staff to identify 
the key links between the environment and the main areas of development cooperation so as 
to enable an early consideration of environmental sustainability concerns in country 
programming and in the preparation of planned operations. This should lead to the 
identification of appropriate measures to be taken at formulation and implementation. 
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In August 2009, the European Commission released its policy paper “GDP and beyond: 
Measuring progress in a changing world” which is available in 22 languages. The paper fulfils 
the commitment made by the European Commission at the Beyond GDP conference to mould 
the ideas presented at the conference into a roadmap for action.  
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This book was developed to assist policy makers dealing with rural poverty, food 
insecurity and education challenges confronting rural people. It seeks to address the 
correlation between education, training, empowerment and food security, mainly 
through a number of examples from all over the world.  
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This book originally published by IUCN as Poverty and Conservation: Landscapes, People and 
Power, makes an important conceptual contribution to the understanding of the linkages 
between poverty and conservation, and more specifically between conservation and poverty 
reduction. One important contribution is the emphasis that simple generalizations about 
linkages are rarely accurate. For example statements such as ‘poverty causes environmental 
degradation’, or ‘poverty reduction is essential to conservation’ are true only in certain 
contexts, and causal relationships can be changed by institutional changes and other 
interventions. 
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We used socioeconomic models that included economic inequality to predict biodiversity 
loss, measured as the proportion of threatened plant and vertebrate species, across 50 
countries. Our main goal was to evaluate whether economic inequality, measured as the Gini 
index of income distribution, improved the explanatory power of our statistical models. We 
compared four models that included the following: only population density, economic 
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footprint (i.e., the size of the economy relative to the country area), economic footprint and 
income inequality (Gini index), and an index of environmental governance. We also tested 
the environmental Kuznets curve hypothesis, but it was not supported by the data. Statistical 
comparisons of the models revealed that the model including both economic footprint and 
inequality was the best predictor of threatened species. It significantly outperformed 
population density alone and the environmental governance model according to the Akaike 
information criterion. Inequality was a significant predictor of biodiversity loss and 
significantly improved the fit of our models. These results confirm that socioeconomic 
inequality is an important factor to consider when predicting rates of anthropogenic 
biodiversity loss. 
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Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs) are a central instrument in international 
development cooperation and of key importance in guiding donors' policies towards 
southern recipients. Sustainability assessments can contribute to significant improvements 
between first and second generation PRSPs provided the assessments are supported by a 
strong institutional framework and a dedicated political commitment towards sustainability.  
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Despite their alleged comprehensiveness and the many linkages between poverty and 
environment, most poverty reduction strategy papers have until now insufficiently 
acknowledged the importance of environmental sustainability. To tackle this shortcoming, 
participative processes were initiated to 'green' PRSPs (meaning the integration of 
environmental sustainability as a cross-cutting issue). This supposes a process approach to 
decision-making and implies opening up the policy process to a wide range of societal actors. 
This approach is conceptualized as a sustainability assessment. A descriptive analysis of the 
Benin PRSP-greening initiative is presented, based on interviews and on literature research. 
Subsequently, issues of importance in appreciating the wider impact of PRSP-greening are 
suggested. Besides the quality improvements of the PRSP, greening contributes to a gradual 
change in the way decision-making is perceived and contributes to social learning. 
Furthermore, it is a promising approach that contributes to the institutionalization of 
environmental sustainability in Africa.  
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Accessible online: http://www.wri.org/publication/restoring-natures-capital 
This publication sets forth the issue of supporting nature, which calls for an increase in the 
availability of information on ecosystem services, and a redressing of the balance in favor of 
local rights to resources. It also calls for managing decisions across levels - local, regional, 
national, and international - and increasing the use of accountability mechanisms and 
economic incentives. 
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IUCN – The World Conservation Union launches an ambitious Conservation for Poverty 
Reduction Initiative to secure and improve rural livelihoods through the improved 
management of ecosystems across the developing world. The Initiative puts into practice the 
growing experience with and understanding of the ways in which better management of 
ecosystems can increase livelihood security, improve human health, and reduce poverty. It 
develops knowledge, empowers communities, and promotes policy changes to provide rural 
communities with the natural resource base on which to build a healthy future.  
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methods applied. Based on this assessment it identifies opportunities for development agencies 
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provides some initial guidance as to how portfolio screening can be carried out in a way that 
would allow agencies to assess systematically the relevance of climate change to their ongoing 
and planned development projects. 
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Both mitigation and adaptation to climate change require actions to be taken in many 
sectors of society, but so far this is hardly happening. This paper suggests possibilities 
for widening climate change policy by strengthening inter-linkages between climate 
policies and various relevant policy areas to mainstream climate change concerns. It 
argues that, if these inter-linkages can be strengthened and policy coherence is 
improved, the effectiveness of climate policy can be enhanced while also supporting 
these other policy areas. The contention in this paper is that improved policy coherence 
and mainstreaming requires climate policies to go beyond the UNFCCC framework to 
realize its full potential and to better deal with possible trade-offs. The potential benefits 
in the policy domains of poverty reduction, rural development and agriculture, disaster 
management, energy security, air quality and trade, and finance are examined, and the 
institutional and organizations linkages highlighted. Finally, opportunities for 
mainstreaming are identified to make better use of possible synergies between climate 
and related policy areas. 
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The focus is on the main national development priorities, such as poverty reduction, disaster 
reduction, rural development, energy supply and transportation. Barriers and promising 
approaches are identified, based on the experience gained in several countries. The potential 
is explored for enhancing the global impact of such integrated approaches through 
replication of national experiences, supported by international organizations. Opportunities 
for large-scale initiatives are considered at national or regional level. The role of 
international agreements in fostering integrated development and climate policies is 
analysed, showing opportunities for achieving large co-benefits for addressing climate 
change by making use of existing policy frameworks for development and going beyond the 
UNFCCC framework. 
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This study indicates that mainstreaming EGS into poverty reduction efforts requires the 
involvement from many sectors. It also indicates that the current Biodiversity policies 
have a limited influence in core-decision-making processes for poverty reduction and 
development. That is where a very substantial part of capacity building efforts need to be 
aimed at to become effective. This requires going beyond the domain of traditional 
biodiversity policies. The mainstreaming study provides many more useful insights for 
analysis of these mechanisms, initiatives and processes that are currently shortlisted. 
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Decision makers are faced with certain challenges when they explore ways of 
simultaneously achieving the Millennium Development Goals and the CBD 2010 targets for 
biodiversity conservation. Decreasing poverty usually coincides with decreasing 
biodiversity, creating a 'win-lose' situation. Overexploitation can lead to a collapse of the 
system and an increase in poverty with even more loss of biodiversity, and become a 'lose-
lose' situation. Reducing poverty while conserving biodiversity - a 'win-win' - can be 
achieved on a local scale. However, such a positive impact is hard to realize when all trade-
off effects elsewhere and in the future are considered. These are the main conclusions of the 
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This study was made on request of Mr. Steiner of UNEP in 2010 to find new approaches how 
to reduce or halt global biodiversity loss, as a contribution to COP10 and the TEEB project. 
This analysis, titled Rethinking Global Biodiversity Strategies shows the importance 
of coherent set of sectoral policies for the conservation of biodiversity and EGS, with major 
co-benefits on food availability, water quality and climate change. 
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The study builds on previous work undertaken in a drier savanna woodland environment in 
Mozambique. A secondary aim was to test the methodologies developed in Mozambique 
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The OECD Environmental Outlook demonstrates that meeting the environmental challenges 
is both economically rational and technologically feasible. Seen from a long-term 
perspective, the costs of early action are far less than the costs of delaying; the earlier we act, 
the easier and less expensive the task will be. Policy-makers, businesses and consumers all 
need to play their part to implement the ambitious policy reforms which will deliver the 
most cost-effective   environmental improvements. In that way, options are left open for 
future generations to make their own choices about how to enhance their well-being. 
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points are identified for the practical application of SEA in development co-operation. For 
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