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Understand the link between ecosystems 
and development

People impact nature

Nature provides people benefits





MA framework used for ecosystem 
assessment in Rwanda.
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• Include ecosystems as a form of capital 

• PPP that ignore services may be ineffective or have 
unintended consequences

• Stakeholder identification through ecosystem services

• Safeguarding livelihoods

• Sound economic decision making

• Make PPP more holistic in their approach

Why should an SEA address ecosystem 
services?



Ecosystem services in 
SEA at policy level

• What are the main ecosystem 
services that the country’s economy 
relies on?

• How will the proposed policy 
change the indirect and direct 
drivers affecting these ecosystem 
services?

• What capacity development is 
needed?



Key steps in SEA

Monitor and 

evaluate

Inform, influence, 

and make 

recommendations

Implement the 

SEA

Establish the SEA 

context



• Screen – identify ecosystem 
services depended upon or 
impacted

• Set objectives – how can 
ecosystem service analysis 
inform the SEA? Should any 
ecosystem service targets be 
established up front?

• Stakeholders – identify them 
and stay in continuous 
consultation

Establish the SEA context



Implement the SEA
• Scope in dialogue with stakeholders

• Collect baseline data

• Identify alternatives and their impacts

• Incorporate options for mitigation and compensation

• Review and assure quality of SEA

• Report



Inform, influence and make 
recommendations for decision-making

• Consider adopting policy tools

• Identify and remove policies that degrade services

• Decide whether to do a valuation of ecosystem services

• Consider implementing payments for ecosystem services

• Incorporate financial needs into the plan/program



Monitor and Evaluate
• Monitor decisions taken on the 
plan/programme and its 
implementation

• Evaluate the SEA and plan/ 
programme



Addressing the institutional dimension 
of SEA

Assess and strengthen legislation; government agencies 
and institutions; incentive mechanisms; and mechanisms 
for accountability; and identify capacity development 
needs for integration of ecosystem services



An on-line copy of the DAC SEA Guidance and 
further information on the work of the OECD DAC 

Environet Task Team on SEA are available at:
www.seataskteam.net

Further reading:
Biodiversity in EIA and SEA, Commission for 

Environmental Assessment, Netherlands. 
http://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/imp-bio-eia-

and-sea.pdf
Ecosystem Services:  A Guide for Decision 

Makers, WRI  
The Corporate Ecosystem Services Review, WRI 

www.wri.org/ecosystems/esr


