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Beyond Polar Bears 
Arctic biodiversity is more than just Polar Bears. The charismatic Arctic predator has been the focus of the media recently, rightly reporting on the demise of the largest predator on Earth. It will suffer severely if the sea ice continues to disappear in many areas of the Arctic. But little has been mentioned on the fate of other Arctic species. As part of this event’ s Arctic focus we like to highlight the significance of Arctic biodiversity globally and have chosen four species. Each of them is illustrating a different but typical Arctic feature.

The charismatic, solely Arctic Ivory Gull (Pagophila eburnea) is living entirely in High Arctic marine seas, closely associated with the Polar Bear, which it follows, scavenging on leftovers on the ice edge. Its entire life cycle is intimately linked with sea ice and the rare gull is potentially severely threatened by the disappearance of the sea ice. Read more.

The Reindeer and Caribou (Rangifer tarandus) are the most dominant large mammal species in the Arctic, living in each Arctic country, mostly in the tundra. Reindeer and Caribou provide the major source of income for many local people in the Arctic, depending highly on the thriving of its huge populations. Climate change may have severe impacts on the future of this valuable product of Arctic ecosystems. Read more.

Polar regions are home to 70% of all global freshwater, most of it stored in the ice sheets of Antarctica and Greenland, but the Arctic region contains the largest amount of freshwater available for biodiversity. Huge peatlands and tundra wetlands lie in the Arctic region and Arctic rivers altogether discharge more than 4,600 km3 into the Arctic Ocean every year. Many of them belong to the largest ten rivers on Earth, hardly impacted by dams and other human impacts, allowing a huge diversity of freshwater fish to thrive in Arctic rivers. The Arctic Char (Salvelinus alpinus) is the most northerly distributed freshwater fish. It is a characteristic representative for this unique biome. Read More. 

The large majority of all Arctic vertebrates are migratory. Arctic breeding birds are connected with virtually every corner of the globe apart from the Antarctic ice sheet through the annual migration of birds, whales, fish and even reindeer and caribou. The Red Knot (Calidris canutus) is one of the most fascinating globetrotter. In winter the High Arctic breeder can be found in South and West Africa, South America, India, Australia and New Zealand. However, four out of six populations are presently in decline, some sharply, and for two we don’t know the trend. Conservation measures for the Red Knot are required under CMS and AEWA. Read more.

