Sustainable Logging Practices

Reduced Impact Logging (RIL) provides environmental and economic benefits

(Link to poster
Reduced Impact Logging:

Studies have found that reduced-impact logging can be used to reduce carbon emissions by up to 40 tons per hectare of forest compared to conventional logging. This, combined with the preservation of higher levels in biodiversity in selectively logged forests, lends a strong case to sustainable forest management over standard timber-harvesting techniques. Apart from the environmental benefits, RIL has been shown to reduce the percentage of 'lost' logs (those trees that are felled in the forest but not extracted because they aren't seen by tractor operators), thereby reducing timber wastage.

Damage to the forest ecosystem can be tremendously reduced by adopting certain reduced-impact logging practices including: 

· cutting climbers and lianas well before felling; 

· directional tree felling to inflict the smallest impact on the surrounding forest; 

· establishing stream buffer zones and watershed protection areas; 

· using improved technologies to reduce damage to the soil caused by log extraction; 

· careful planning to prevent excess roads which give access to transient settlers; 

· reducing wood waste for cut areas (anywhere from 25-50 percent of the wood from a given cleared patch is wasted); 

· limiting the gradient of roads to prevent excess erosion. These steps can limit damage to the surrounding forest, cut erosion of topsoil, enable faster recovery of the forest, and reduce the risk of fire.

Further Information:

International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO) 

www.itto.or.jp

Reduced-Impact Logging- Sustainable Logging and Improved Forest Management

http://rainforests.mongabay.com/1011.htm
