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UNEP Economics and Trade Programme

Mission
Enhance capacities of countries to integrate environmental

considerations into economic, trade and financial policies and
practices.

Including work on environmentally harmful subsidies in the
fisheries and energy sector, which have both environmental and
trade impacts
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Trends In the Fisheries Sector

Most of commercial fish stocks are fully and
overexploited (80%):

GLOBAL LOSS OF SEAFOOD SPECIES
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Science Article Nov 2006:
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Dangers of Decline: the Global Picture

Fish Stocks Decline
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Disrupting world’s largest
ecosystem

Depriving the world of its
major protein source (e.g.
SIDS and developing costal
states fish products
contribute over 50% to
animal proteins consumed)

Destroying future jobs and
livelihoods

Destabilizing communities
and their culture







Enhanced by
SUBSIDIES




Size and Impact of Fisheries Subsidies

Current overcapacity at 250%!



Focus of UNEP Work



Analysing resource impact of fisheries
subsidies - Starting points for reform
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UNEP INPUT



UNEP work: Certification of sustainable fisheries
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Country Study: Vietham



UNEP’s Work on Energy Subsidies



Typical justifications for energy subsidies



Impacts of Energy Subsidies



Pittsburgh Summit: G-20 communique



Approaches to Reform:
Understanding the current situation



Reconsidering basic principles of subsidies



Subsidation of Rural Electrification in Chile



Dealing with barriers to reform



Additional Action needed for Reform Process
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