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Canada notes the creation of the “Expert Group on Technology Transfer and Scientific

and Technical Cooperation” (EGTTSTC) under the UN Convention on Biodiversity.

Canada supports synergies between bodies, in this case particularly between the

EGTTSTC and the Experts Group on Technology Transfer (EGTT) UNFCCC, with the objective of avoiding duplication of efforts and leveraging initiatives. Technology transfer has been identified by the Joint-Liaison Group of the Rio conventions (desertification, biodiversity and climate change) as one of the six thematic areas with great potential for synergistic activities. Canada also believes that duplication of work in other multilateral fora should be avoided. Exploring synergies with other Multilateral Environmental Agreements and Conventions and organizations are important to help ensure more effective outcomes. Opportunities may be significant given the similarities between the EGTTTSTC and the EGTT programmes of work and the common desire for a needs-based approach to technology transfer. However, Canada cautions that care must be taken to ensure the objective of synergy is met and that the EGTTSTC does not constitute a duplication of effort with regard to the EGTT.

With regard to the information request for technology needs assessment methodologies,

Canada refers the Secretariat to the work of the UNFCCC EGTT and the recently

released “Conducting Technology Needs Assessments for Climate Change”

methodology. It was developed in conjunction with the UNDP, UNEP, CTI and GEF,

with input from a wide range of multilateral agencies and country experts.

With regard to the request for information on the clearinghouse mechanism, Canada

refers the Secretariat to the work of the EGTT and UNFCCC Secretariat in the

development and implementation of the “TT:CLEAR” (http://ttclear.unfccc.int/) website.

This site contains many documents that were prepared during the development and

implementation of TT:CLEAR.

With regard to the request for “any information that could contribute to the development

of advice and guidance on the use of new information exchange formats, protocols and

standards to enable interoperability among relevant existing systems of national and

international information exchange”, Canada refers the Secretariat to the data interchange

project between Canada’s Clean Energy Portal and the UNFCCC clearinghouse,

TT:CLEAR. This project allows users of either website to access data from the other in a

seamless and transparent manner. The data interchange is based on web services

technology, which allows different websites and databases to be interconnected as nodes

in a network. For further information, suggest you contact Florin Vladu of the UNFCCC

Secretariat.

With regard to information “on institutional, administrative, legislative and policy

frameworks that facilitate access to, and adaptation of technologies”, Canada refers the

Secretariat to the IPCC special report, “Methodological and Technological Issues in

Technology Transfer”.
 Furthermore, the UNFCCC EGTT technical paper “Enabling

Environments For Technology Transfer” further refines this concept, including barriers

and means of mitigating them. Finally, Canada invites the Secretariat to review the report

of the Workshop on Innovative Options for Financing the Development and Transfer of

Technologies, hosted by Canada and attended by members of the CBD Secretariat. The

report is expected to be available by December 2004. This workshop provided valuable

and actionable insights into facilitating public and private sector financial flows to

achieve environmental goals.

With respect to the request for “any information on regional and international information systems including best-practices and opportunities for further development” Canada refers the Secretariat to the following areas identified for improving science and technology transfer, as agreed upon by the international community under the rubric of the Barbados Plan of Action (BPOA) for Small Island Developing States (SIDS).
· The international community commits itself to facilitate SIDS access to appropriate technology by establishing a SIDS dedicated Technology Transfer and Development Facility, within the UN system to:

a) focus on the dissemination and use of technology that helps resilience building in order to address the growing vulnerability (economic, environmental, social) of SIDS,

b)  provide access to a catalogue of resilience building technologies deployed in SIDS, as well as providing technical assistance to SIDS

c)
assist SIDS in making critical technological choices, providing information on previous experience with the technology in SIDS, in partnership with SIDSNet as the mechanism for dissemination, and the tertiary institutions in SIDS; 

d) access technological systems licenses for the management of waste as a resource, energy efficiency, renewable energy development, through mechanisms such as regional development banks

e) provide technical assistance to SIDS to help them develop intellectual patents and to identify potential partners for full scale commercialisation

f) promote inter-sectoral synergies

g) strengthen science and technological collaboration through north-south and south-south co-operation

h) facilitate research into new products maximising the use of existing SIDS resources

With regard to the request for “any information, including case studies, on institutional, administrative, legislative and policy frameworks that facilitate access to, adaptation and adaptation of technologies in the public domain and to proprietary technologies, especially by developing countries and countries with economic transition” Canada refers the secretariat to the following projects lead by Agriculture and Agri-food Canada (AAFC) and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) to promote technology transfer and strengthening institutional capacity in developing nations.
NATIONAL WATER QUALITY AND AVAILABILITY MANAGEMENT 
The National Water Quality and Availability Management program is a joint undertaking by the Government of Egypt’s Ministry of Public Works and Water Resources and the

Government of Canada’s Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). The project is being managed for CIDA by Agriculture and Agri-food Canada –  Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA). The goal is to assist Government of Egypt institutions to manage water resources in three key areas: improved water quality/quantity data, better analysis of supply and demand variables, and safe reuse of drainage water. The objectives of the Water Quality Monitoring component are to rationalize water quality monitoring activities and strengthen institutional capacity. During its first three years of implementation the project developed a baseline monitoring program for the Nile River drainage and irrigation canals. It is now refining this program and working on communicating the new abundance of water quality data to institutions, which need the information. The Water Availability Management component’s goals are to improve water policy development, evaluation and analysis, and combine current data collection systems into one national network. The component will also develop tools that help predict changes in water supply and demand and analyze alternative water strategies and policies. The purpose of the Drainage Water Reuse component is to produce guidelines for reuse of drainage water in a manner that is safe for human health and for the environment. A monitoring pilot program will assess changes in water and soil quality, crop productivity and pollutant levels due to drainage water reuse.

WATER HARVESTING AND INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTHENING IN TIGRAY (WHIST)

WHIST is a six-year capacity building project funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) to help the Ethiopian government reduce the impact of drought and move toward food self-sufficiency. Agriculture and Agri-food Canada –

PFRA is managing the project for CIDA. The project is located in the Tigray Region of Northern Ethiopia, an area of the country often affected by drought and resulting food shortages. The purpose of WHIST is to increase water harvesting and the use of water for food production through strengthening the technical and management expertise of the Tigray Water Resources Development Bureau (TWRDB) and of the Bureau of Agriculture (BOA). To accomplish its task, WHIST is using a mentoring program that uses Canadian engineering and agronomy experts to build the capacity of TWRDB and BOA staff so that these two government agencies will be capable of moving

the region towards food self sufficiency through new irrigation infrastructure development, improved irrigated agricultural practices and better soil and water management.

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE IN THE INNER MONGOLIA AUTONOMOUS REGION

This Sustainable Agriculture project is a five-year capacity building initiative between Canada and China aimed at promoting environmentally sustainable agriculture practices in the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region (IMAR), through better forage-based livestock production systems and conservation tillage technology. The project administered by the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration (PFRA), includes sustainable grazing management, conservation tillage and capacity building. The

Sustainable Grazing component of the program develops systems that promote increased production and benefits for livestock producers. The Tillage Equipment and Agronomy component reduces tillage passes and soil loss, conserves moisture, improves seed placement, and increases crop yields. The Capacity Building component improves ability of Chinese extension staff to deliver agriculture-related information, particularly

in the areas of grazing management and conservation tillage.

CHINA/CANADA DRYLAND PROJECT

The Hebei Dryland project aims to improve rural well-being through sustainable and profitable agriculture in the Hebei Lowland Plain through capacity building, human resources, science, and technology development and transfer. Deregulation of agricultural input markets for pesticides, fertilizers, diesel fuel, and seeds resulted in high rates of agri-chemicals in irrigation water and low rates of organic nutrient cycling

in this region. These factors were threatening the fragile dryland soil and water resources. During Phase 1 of the project, research was directed at improving water use efficiency and crop yields. Now, environmental considerations related to soil

and water sustainability have become a priority concern. In 1993, a socio-economic research component was added to the project to evaluate new technologies and the community impact of development activity. In 1994, research activities

expanded again to include resource conservation and integrated pest management.

The project’s second phase is currently being launched. It includes collaborative research activities which will be developed with the Hebei Academy of Agriculture and Forestry

Sciences (HAAFS); the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS); Beijing Agricultural University (BAU); and international organizations such as the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO). This research will collectively address best management practices and conservation for the fragile dryland

agro-ecosystem. An extension program has been established to transfer environmentally friendly crop production technologies to Chinese farmers in five provinces: Hebei, Shandong, Gansu, Shanxi and Inner Mongolia.
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