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Why care? Reefs are Valuable
Reefs provide food, income and jobs:

V½ billion people depend on coral reefs globally for food, income, 
jobs, coastal protection, medicines and cosmetics)
VReef services worth $375 billion worldwide ($100K-600K per sq km, 
including value from fisheries, tourism and shoreline protection)

Reefs provide valuable products and services

VMedicines: Increasing focus on coral reef species
VStorm protection: Thousands of communities depend on healthy 
reefs for protection from storms and erosion
VDecline of coral reefs in SE Asia has been identified as a key factor 
resulting in catastrophic tsunami damage
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Why Care? Loss of Coral Reefs
Increasing reef decline: 20% effectively lost, 19% critical state ïloss in 10 
to 20 years,  21% threatened state ïloss in 20 to 40 years, 40% remaining 

healthy (Status of Coral Reefs of the World: 2004)

Major causes of reef loss:

VOver-fishing
VLand-based pollution
VClimate change and ocean acidification
VVessel groundings
VCoastal development
VTrade in reef species
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The international coral reef initiative (ICRI) is a unique 

public-private partnership that brings together 

governments, international organizations, scientific 

entities, and non-governmental organizations committed 

to reversing the global degradations of coral reefs and 

related ecosystems, by promoting the conservation and 

sustainable use of these resources for future 

generations.

International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)
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The ICRI approach is to provide a platform for information sharing as 

well as to mobilize governments and a wide range of other 

stakeholders in an effort to improve management practices, increase 

capacity and political support, and share information on the health of 

these fragile ecosystems. In particular, ICRI aims to catalyze action 

that will:

üImprove management practices

üIncrease capacity and political support; and

üShare information on the health of these ecosystems

International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)
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1997 was designated the ñInternational
Year of the Reefò by an informal group of 
People and organizations  to:

ñraise global awareness of the value of coral reefs
and the challenges they faceò

The First Year of the Reef: 1997
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ñRecognizing that ten years later there continues 

to be an urgent need to increase awareness and 

understanding of coral reefs, and to further conserve and 

manage valuable coral reef and associated ecosystems, 

the International Coral Reef Initiative designated 2008 as 

the International Year of the Reef (IYOR 2008).ò

-International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)

-October 2006

International Year of the Reef 2008

http://www.iyor.org/


ICRI International Year of the Reef 2008 (IYOR 2008) will:

üStrengthen awareness about the ecological, economic, social 

and cultural value of coral reefs and associated ecosystems 

üImprove understanding of the critical threats to coral reefs and 

generate both practical and innovative solutions to reduce these 

threats

üGenerate urgent action at all levels to develop and implement 

effective management strategies for conservation and 

sustainable use of these ecosystems. 

IYOR 2008 Goals
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VConsist of a year-long campaign of events and initiatives hosted by 
governments and non-governmental organizations around the world.
VBe modeled after IYOR 1997 and other successful international 
years:
VInternational and regional coordination
VCentralized website with customizable information, tools and 
actions for international dissemination
VInternational calendar of events
VñOwnershipò for IYOR should be globalïall invited to 
participate, from communities upward

VPlace strong emphasis on promoting conservation action and
strengthening long-term constituencies for coral reef conservation

Vision and Organization
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1.Encourage ICRI members to support and participate in planning efforts 
and events leading up to and during the 2008 IYOR; and especially national 
delegates, to facilitate the development of national level activities on IYOR.

2.Promote IYOR/coral reefs at International meetings

3.Disseminate information about IYOR/coral reefs

4.Develop partnerships with existing initiatives / campaigns to raise 
awareness about coral reefs

5.Set-up an IYOR web site to serve as a central

6.Organize an International Launch

ICRIôs role
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ICRIôs role

http://www.iyor.org/


VPress conference (Jan. 25th, 2008)

VReception at the World Bank (Jan. 25th, 2008)

VIYOR Symposium (Jan. 25th, 2008) to celebrate IYOR through a 
showcase of IYOR activities taking place around the world, and to 
allow IYOR ñnational coordinatorò to meet, share, brainstorm and 
coordinate regarding their IYOR plans 

IYOR Launch
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National Launches and proclamations:

o Bahamas - Proclamation of the International Year of the Reef in the 
Bahamas by the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas 
(February 4, 2008)
o Barbados - National launch (January 9, 2008)
o Belize - National launch with Hon. Gaspar Vega, Belize's Minister of
Natural Resources and the Environment (March 16, 2008)
o Brazil - National launch with Maria Cecilia Way de Brito, Secretary of 
Biodiversity and Forest (April 9, 2008)
o Fiji - National launch under the theme ñProtecting Coral Reefs From the 
Mountains to the Seaò with Mr. Joketani Cokanasiga, Minister for Primary 
Industries (March 3rd, 2008)

ICRI partners responseé
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o France - National launch (February 4, 2008)
o Germany - National launch (January 25, 2008)
o Japan - National launch (December 9, 2007)
o Indonesia - National launch (March 28, 2008) 
o Malaysia ïTheme: Our Reefs, our Heritage, our Responsibilityò (Terumbu 
KITA, Warisan KITA, Tanggungjawab KITA) 
o Solomon Islands ïNational launch (April 9, 2008) 
o Turks and Caicos Islands ïNational launch (February 8, 2008), theme: 
"Achieving the Right Balance: Protecting our Reefs- Prosperity for our 
future"
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VCreation of 11 posters about coral reefs to be 
displayed at several ministries in Paris and in 
conjunction with seminars. 
VAn year-long exhibit about coral reefs (about 3000 
square feet) at OCEANOPOLIS in Brest. (450 000 
visitors/year)
VEdition of a scientific comic book about coral reefs 
(February 2008) for free distribution in schools. 

France IYOR campaign
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The United States is conducting its IYOR activities in a decentralized 

way. Each region and or jurisdiction (Florida, U.S. Virgin Islands, 

Puerto Rico, Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, and the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) is planning and 

implementing IYOR activities that are specific and relevant to their 

location and community.

The United States has developed a national messaging campaign 

that can be used throughout the nation and can be adopted and 

adapted as appropriate by other nations and regions 

(www.iyorcreative.com). 

U.S. and U.S. Territories/Jurisdictions
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