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International Year of the Reef 2008

Internationales Jahr des Riffes 2008
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Why care? Reefs are Valuable

Reefs provide food, income and jobs:

V % billion people depend on coral reefs globally for food, income,
jobs, coastal protection, medicines and cosmetics)

V Reef services worth $375 billion worldwide ($100K-600K per sq km,
Including value from fisheries, tourism and shoreline protection)

Reefs provide valuable products and services

V Medicines: Increasing focus on coral reef species
V Storm protection: Thousands of communities depend on healthy
reefs for protection from storms and erosion

V Decline of coral reefs in SE Asia has been identified as a key factor
resulting in catastrophic tsunami damage
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Why Care? Loss of Coral Reefs

Increasing reef decline: 20% effectively lost, 19% critical state 7 loss in 10
to 20 years, 21% threatened state T loss in 20 to 40 years, 40% remaining
healthy (Status of Coral Reefs of the World: 2004)

Major causes of reef loss:

V Over-fishing

VLand-based pollution

V Climate change and ocean acidification
VVessel groundings

V Coastal development

VTrade in reef species
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International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)

The international coral reef initiative (ICRI) is a unique
public-private partnership that brings together
governments, international organizations, scientific
entities, and non-governmental organizations committed
to reversing the global degradations of coral reefs and
related ecosystems, by promoting the conservation and
sustainable use of these resources for future
generations.
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International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)

The ICRI approach is to provide a platform for information sharing as
well as to mobilize governments and a wide range of other
stakeholders in an effort to improve management practices, increase
capacity and political support, and share information on the health of
these fragile ecosystems. In particular, ICRI aims to catalyze action
that will:

U Improve management practices

U Increase capacity and political support; and

U Share information on the health of these ecosystems
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The First Year of the Reef: 1997

1997 was desilgaratioaad t h
Year ofthe Reefo by an 1 nfor mis
People and organizations to: ]

Nnrai se gl obal awareness o
t he challenges they f



http://www.iyor.org/

» -

S
¥l <
- 2008

International Year of the Reef 2008

NRecognizing that ten year
to be an urgent need to increase awareness and
understanding of coral reefs, and to further conserve and
manage valuable coral reef and associated ecosystems,
the International Coral Reef Initiative designated 2008 as
the I nternational Year of the

-International Coral Reef Initiative (ICRI)
-October 2006
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IYOR 2008 Goals

ICRI International Year of the Reef 2008 (IYOR 2008) will:

U Strengthen awareness about the ecological, economic, social
and cultural value of coral reefs and associated ecosystems

U Improve understanding of the critical threats to coral reefs and
generate both practical and innovative solutions to reduce these
threats

U Generate urgent action at all levels to develop and implement
effective management strategies for conservation and
sustainable use of these ecosystems.
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Vision and Organization

V Consist of a year-long campaign of events and initiatives hosted by
governments and non-governmental organizations around the world.
V Be modeled after IYOR 1997 and other successful international
years:

V International and regional coordination

V Centralized website with customizable information, tools and

actions for international dissemination

V International calendar of events

ViOwner shipo for | YORallsnviteditod ©be

participate, from communities upward
V Place strong emphasis on promoting conservation action and
strengthening long-term constituencies for coral reef conservation
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1.Encourage ICRI members to support and participate in planning efforts
and events leading up to and during the 2008 IYOR; and especially national
delegates, to facilitate the development of national level activities on IYOR.

2.Promote IYOR/coral reefs at International meetings
3.Disseminate information about IYOR/coral reefs

4.Develop partnerships with existing initiatives / campaigns to raise
awareness about coral reefs

5.Set-up an IYOR web site to serve as a central

6.0rganize an International Launch
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YEAR OF THE RE| YEAR OF THE REEF

1YOR 2008 IS A WORLDWIDE

CCAMPAIGN TO RAISE AWARENESS

ABOUT THE VALUE AND IMPORTANCE

OF CORAL REEFS AND THREATS TO
THEIR SUSTAINABILITY, AND TO
MOTIVATE PEOPLE TO TAKE ACTION
TO PROTECT THEM. ALL INDIVIDUALS,

W 2000 1 A wORSWES
CAMPANI %) hadll AAAALE B
ACTUT $4 SAL L N0 PO e
O COM, AETHE AN THIATS 10
W SIS TAMARLITE AND T
T PRDSLE TO TR

WO 80 TG TS
s s

SCHOOLS AND

D PROTICT PR ALL NOMDR S

i e v

ARE WELCOME AND ACTIVELY

=== CaptaASTars, LOMIAENTS

INIYOR 2008.

gl oririin ity o5 . A

<L et e e e e o1 P s oyt SOETRS M0 PRNCIATEIG
possolpuvsion WAL LSO NG AL

it e - THOOURASED 10 ™

s

IWOR: '@

TY®R::

TeaR or The REsr

FOR INFORMATION. VISIT WWW.IYOR.ORG

WHAT CAN YOU DOTO PROTECT CORAL REEFS?

+ Join IYOR 2008: argankze and host events 10
raise awareness and funes for coral reef
conservation or participate in an exdsting event

« Register your event: you are invited (0 register
YOur OwD event at our web site (www.iyor.org)

+ Learn about the threats 10 and the value of
coral roefs, mangroves and sea grasses

« Encourage conservation anc sustainable use
of coral reef resources (for ideas, see
www.Iyor.org).

. AND WHY?

Heahhy coral reef habhats provide:

«Habitat: home 10 over | million oiverse aou atic
species, inclusing thousands of fish species
«Income: billions of gollars and millions of jobs
In over 90 countrie s around the world
«Foncs: for paogle fving near coral reefs,
especially on small istancs

+Proxeeion: a natral basrier protecting ecastal
cities, communities and beaches

+ Medicine: the potential for treatments for
many of the worls’s most prevakent and
dangerous linesses anc oiseases.

ICRI

o

WWW.ICRIFORUM.ORG
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IYOR Launch

V Press conference (Jan. 25™, 2008)
V Reception at the World Bank (Jan. 25t, 2008)

V IYOR Symposium (Jan. 25t, 2008) to celebrate IYOR through a
showcase of IYOR activities taking place around the world, and to
all ow I YOR fAnational coordinatoro
coordinate regarding their IYOR plans
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National Launches and proclamations:

0 Bahamas - Proclamation of the International Year of the Reef in the
Bahamas by the Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas
(February 4, 2008)

0 Barbados - National launch (January 9, 2008)

0 Belize - National launch with Hon. Gaspar Vega, Belize's Minister of
Natural Resources and the Environment (March 16, 2008)

o Brazil - National launch with Maria Cecilia Way de Brito, Secretary of
Biodiversity and Forest (April 9, 2008)

oFiji-Nati onal | aunch WwPmotaing GotaleReefsiFeoméhe i
Mountains to the Seao with Mr. Joketani Cokanasiga, Minister for Primary
Industries (March 3rd, 2008)

e
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o France - National launch (February 4, 2008)

0 Germany - National launch (January 25, 2008)

o Japan - National launch (December 9, 2007)

0 Indonesia - National launch (March 28, 2008)

o Malaysiat® Theme: Our Reef s, our Her it adlerumbuur
KITA, Warisan KITA, Tanggungjawab KITA)

0 Solomon Islands T National launch (April 9, 2008)

0 Turks and Caicos Islands T National launch (February 8, 2008), theme:
"Achieving the Right Balance: Protecting our Reefs- Prosperity for our

future"
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PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the International Year of the Reef 2008 is a worldwide campaign to
raise awareness about the value and importance of coral reefs and threats to their

sustainability, and to motivate people to take action to protect them;

AND WHEREAS, the International Year of the Reef 2008 campaign is coordinated
by the International Coral Reef Initiative and is an ongoing campaign of the International
Year of the Reef 1997 awareness campaign;

AND WHEREAS, The Bahamas National International Year of the Reef Planning
Committee encourages the involvement of corporations, schools, government and

organizations to participate in this campaign to protect our reefs;

AND WHEREAS, the International Year of the Reef Planning Committee recognizes
that, ten years later, there is still an urgent need to increase awareness and understanding

of coral reefs and to further conserve and manage valuable coral reefs and associated

ecosystems;

AND WHEREAS, the objectives of the International Year of the Reef 2008 are to
strengthen public awareness about the ecological, economic, social and cultural value

of the coral reefs, to improve the public's understanding of critical threats to coral reefs

and to develop both practical and innovative solutions to reduce the threats;

AND WHEREAS, the International Year of the Reef 2008 Planning Committee will
develop and implement effective management strategies for conservation and

sustainable use of these ecosystems;

AND WHEREAS, coral reefs are significant to The Bahamas in many ways, having
ecological, aesthetic, physical and economic values to our people;

AND WHEREAS, the Planning Committee has planned a number of activities to
encourage the public's participation in promoting and conserving Bahamian coral reefs;

NOW THEREFORE, |, Hubert A. Ingraham, Prime Minister of The Commonwealith of
The Bahamas, do hereby, proclaim the year 2008 as THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR
OF THE REEF IN THE BAHAMAS.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have
hereunto set my Hand and Seal

this 7‘ day of February, 2008

HUBERT A. ING

= ,
Pmuew)’
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France IYOR campaign

V Creation of 11 posters about coral reefs to be
displayed at several ministries in Paris and in
conjunction with seminars.

V An year-long exhibit about coral reefs (about 3000
square feet) at OCEANOPOLIS in Brest. (450 000
visitors/year)

V Edition of a scientific comic book about coral reefs
(February 2008) for free distribution in schools.
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U.S. and U.S. Territories/Jurisdictions

The United States is conducting its IYOR activities in a decentralized
way. Each region and or jurisdiction (Florida, U.S. Virgin Islands,
Puerto Rico, Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) is planning and
Implementing IYOR activities that are specific and relevant to their
location and community.

The United States has developed a national messaging campaign
that can be used throughout the nation and can be adopted and
adapted as appropriate by other nations and regions
(www.iyorcreative.com).
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