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More than 200 years of education for 

biodiversity in Poland XIX-XX century

Å 1806-Society for Elementary 
Book published first textbook 
Practical Botany for Public 
Schoolsby the Rev.Krzysztof 
Kluk

Å 1878 Association of Friends of 
the Tatra Mountains started
popularisation of protectioin of 
mountainsand education for 
touristsand  mountaineers.

Å -1918 - Education on the beauty 
of Polish nature and landscape 
as a part of patriotic education.



More than 200 years of education for 

Biodiversity in Poland- XX  century

Å 1918- 1939independent Poland: 

New instiutions:

Å National Council for Nature 

Conservation- law on national 

education for nature conservation 

in schools and other sectorsof 

society as scouts, rural women 

associacions, etc.

Å Polish League for Nature 

Conservation(LOP) -NGO

promoting nature friendly 

behaviours.



More than 200 years of education for Biodiversity 

in Poland XX  century

Å 1949 - Organization of Nature 
Protection- programmeof 
forestration and creation of 
National Parks,educational 
activity of Polish League for 
Nature LOP

Å 1976 first Landscape park (now 
120)

Å 1981 Solidarity and independent 
reports on state of environment 

Å Independent organisations 
Polish Ecological Club (PKE)



More then 200 years of education for Biodiversity 

in Poland ïfrom 1989s transformation up to date

Å 1989 Development of NGOs

Å 1990 National Fund for 
Environmental Protection and 
Water Management

Å 1992- Start of  Agenda 21

Å 1992-EcoFund Foundation

Å 1994-GEF/SGP

Å 1996-Ratification of  CBD

Å 2001  National Environmental 
Education Strategy

Å 2004 Accession to European Union 
and start of Natura 2000

Å 2007-New National Strategy for 
Biodiversity with chapter on CEPA



What the Polish Documents say ?

Å Constitution of the Republic of Poland:

Artice 74...State authorities support citizen involvement in protecting and improving the 

condition of environment

National Environmental Policy (1991, 2000, 2007) 3.7 Biological and landscape diversity:

Activities aimed at the conservation of biodiversity should be directed towards    

improvement of natural heritage preservation through:

- Spreding of environmental knowledge.

- Gaining public interest and involvement.

- Preparation of educational programmes and  conditions for their implementation.

The Act on Nature Conservation( 2001, 2004)

The National Strategy for Nature Conservation 2007

Education System Act 1991:Article 1:Education system ensures:  Spreading knowledge 

about the environment among children and youth, and fostering proper attitudes 

towards environmental protection 



Biodiversity in Formal Education :

Education System Act:

Å Article 1: Education System 

ensures:

Spreading knowledge about the 

environment among children and 

youth, and fostering proper 

attitudes toward enwironmental 

protection

Å Formal systems consist of:

Kindergarden

Primary school  8 years obligatory

Gimnasium 3 years obligatory

Liceum 3 years





Students of the University of Warsaw  Interfaculty 

Studies for Environmental Protection



Education for 

Biodiversity in 

Agriculture



EkoSzansa-The packet of ecological projects for 

excluded groups of society based on benefits from 

protection of genetical diversity in agriculture

Å Old varieties of fruit trees ïCentre 

for Rehabilitation and 

Resocialisation in Wyszków

Å Polish breed of hen 

ĂZielonon·Ũkaò (green leg)-Center 

for Resocialisation in Kraków

Å Associacion Solidarity ĂPlusò ï

breeding  of native ĂKonik polskiò 

pony

Å Polish Rabbit 

ĂPopielanskiòbreeding -Centre for 

Rehabilitation in Chudobczyce 



Local products ïbenefits of biodiversity 

in agriculture

ÅProtection of native breeds 

of farm animals and 

traditional plant varieties

ÅPromotion of local 

products

ÅProtection of countryside 

landscape as a needed 

base for development of 

agro-eco-turism



Monastery Gardens - The Centers of Biodiversity
carried by Social Institute of Ecology, financed by GEF 

and the Embassy of Switzerland

Å The project aims was to 

complete an inventory of 30 

monasters in Poland and to 

create new orchards for the 

cultivation of old varieties of 

fruit trees and gardens for 

herbs, vegetables end flowers

Å Monasters are among the most 

stable institutions so the 

knowledge about traditional 

biodiversity will be 

permanently spread among 

local residents


