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	7
	51
	“only 4% of the publicly available funds to examine ethical, legal, and social implications” 4% is a fairly typical amount for societal analyses and unclear there is unclear if there is any data that much more is needed. That may be the case, but that should be specified.

	8
	1
	“projects on SB risk” This was probably true at the time of drafting but this is rapidly changing, there are several projects looking at this in the UK and Europe more generally (although perhaps less so on low probability/high impact as a specific query).

	13
	19-20
	“First, the ICSWGSB (2011) argues that containment facilities that Parties consider to effectively contain LMOs may be unsuitable to contain SMOs”  It is hard to judge this as there is no specification (what kind of containment?). But in general, it is difficult to unpack this statement. Is it saying that microorganisms that have been constructed using synthetic biology are somehow different with respect to containment than those constructed using recombinant DNA technologies? This makes no sense whatsoever; apologies if I have misinterpreted that.

	13
	30
	“and thus flew around the world with their genetically engineered machines”. This is not true. The teams fly to make presentations about their projects that have been conducted at their institutions, with appropriate containment and oversight. iGEM is not a science fair.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Please submit your comments to secretariat@cbd.int. 

