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“Submission of proposals for new and emerging issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity; and submission of additional relevant information on components, organisms and products resulting from synthetic biology techniques.”
1.
In decision XI/11, the COP made specific requests for input from Parties, other governments, international organizations, indigenous and local communities, and other stakeholders to submit, in accordance with paragraphs 11 and 12 of decision IX/29, additional relevant information on components, organisms and products resulting from synthetic biology techniques that may have impacts on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and associated social, economic and cultural considerations. Besides, Parties were requested to submit proposals for new and emerging issues, according to the requirements of decision IX/29.
2.
As the CBD Executive Secretary has stated in his interventions, the Convention on Biological Diversity has entered a phase of implementation of its objectives and the fulfillment of obligations already established by past Conferences of the Parties. By 2020, the Parties of the Convention have the enormous challenge to implement the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity and the ambitious Aichi Targets adopted at COP-10. 
3.
In this sense, Brazil is of the view that the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice should focus its work on the provision of scientific and technological assessments and advice related to implementation of the Aichi Targets and issues related to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity that have been already identified by the Parties. Therefore, for the moment, we do not favour the inclusion of any new item on the SBSTTA’s agenda. 

4.
With regard to the submission of additional relevant information on components, organisms and products resulting from synthetic biology techniques, Brazil is of the view that the there is no reliable scientific information or evidence of actual and potential negative impact of the use of this new technique on the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. Therefore, the criteria for identifying new and emerging issues contained in paragraph 12 of decision IX/29 have not been provided.
5.
On the other hand, according to our Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation, the synthetic biology involves the expansion and redefinition of biotechnology that is now able to design and build systems capable of processing information, manipulating chemicals, fabricating materials and structures, producing energy, providing food, maintaining and improving human health and the environment, amongst other numerous potential uses. As for the positive impacts of this technique on the conservation of biodiversity, the aforementioned Ministry has stressed the potential for the development of microorganisms capable of acting in cleaning oil spills in the ocean, degrading toxic components or converting agricultural waste into electricity, and contributing to the generation of alternative energy.
6.
In conclusion, we believe that the scientific uncertainties related to the potential impact on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity of the development of technologies associated with synthetic life, cells or genomes persist and do not justify the inclusion of the issue in the agenda of SBSTTA. We also believe that these uncertainties were well addressed by paragraph 4 of decision XI/11, which “urges Parties and invites other Governments to take a precautionary approach, in accordance with the preamble of the Convention and Article 14, when addressing threats of significant reduction or loss of biological diversity posed by organisms, components and products resulting from synthetic biology, in accordance with domestic legislation and other relevant international obligations”.
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