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MESSAGE

From
Mr. Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary
to the Equator Prize finalists

As a proud partner of the Equator Initiative, it is with great pleasure that | congratulate
the 25 finalists for the Equator Prize. These finalists, whose projects range from
ecotourism and community fishery cooperatives to sustainable crocodile-egg harvesting
and eco-agriculture, underscore the importance of thinking globally and acting locally. By
helping to lay the foundation for a global movement of local successes that collectively
make a significant contribution to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs),
they also serve to highlight the increasing global recognition of the strong links between
poverty and the environment. It is with much anticipation that we look forward to the
awards ceremony to be held on World Environment Day on 5 June in Germany.

Since its establishment the Equator Initiative has made a significant contribution in
advancing the biodiversity agenda and recognizing the local level contribution made in
the field in promoting the objectives of the Convention and emulating good examples.
This unique contribution is more than ever required in light of the biodiversity challenges
facing mankind and the need to redouble efforts to achieving the 2010 biodiversity
target. As 2010 has been declared by UNGA resolution 61/203 as the International Year
on Biodiversity, | look forward to another significant contribution of the Equator Initiative
in achieving the objective of this international event.
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EQUATOR PRIZE 2006: SELECTION PROCESS

The Equator Prize 2006 was officially launched on
August 15, 2006. By the close of nominations on
October 31 *, over 310 worthy initiatives had been
nominated for the prize. Here began the task of sifting
through the nominations and picking out the best from
a group of phenomenal alternatives.

To evaluate the nominations, the Equator Initiative
recruited a forty -member volunteer Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) made up of experts in the fields of
sustainable development, conservation, biodiversity,
community development, and green business from
around the globe. (  6HH D @MRI VKLV \ HDUV 7$ &
members ). After extensive deliberation the preliminary
list of 25 finalists was decided.

The preliminary finalists were then verified for
authenticity and fit with respect to the Equator Prize
criteria. The verification process involved outreach
through Equator Initiative partners, UN country offices,
the references given along with each nomination, as
well as to other trusted colleagues in the development
network. Engaging with diverse opinions ensured that
all those chosen as finalists were truly great examples
of biodiversity conservation and poverty reduction.
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yet! Five winners, one from each region of eligibility

(Africa, Asia & the Pacific, Latin America & the

Caribbean), along with a biodiversity -based business
and an initiative associated with a UNESCO World

Heritage Site, will be chosen by the Equator Prize 2006

jury of eminent persons listed below.

We are extremely honored that these individuals have
agreed to donate their valuable time and attention to
raising the profile of community efforts to conserve
biodiversity and reduce poverty through the spotlight of
the Equator Prize. Learn about the jury
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will be honoured in Germany in June 2007 at a special
award ceremony hosted by the German government.
Stay tuned for more about the Equator Prize 2006
winners as well as the award ceremony!

With another prize cycle wrapping up, the Equator
Initiative would like to thank and acknowledge all who
helped make this possible. We would like to thank all
those who spent the time to send in their nominations
and share their local practices with us, everyone on the
TAC for their thoughtful reviews and suggestions, and
finally, the jury members in advance for agreeing to
contribute their valued time and expertise. Thank you
all for helping make the Equator Prize 2006 a success!

Equator Prize 2006 Jury

Her Royal Highness Princess Basma Bint Talal
Royal Hashemite Fund for Human Development, Jordan

Dr. Mohamed EI - Ashry
Former CEO, Global Environment Facility (GEF)

Ms. Yolanda Kakabadse Navarro

Executive President, Fundaciéon Futuro Latinoamericano
Chair, Scientific & Technical Advisory Panel, Global
Environment Facility (STAP/GEF)

Professor Jeffrey D. Sachs
Director, Earth Institute at Columbia University
President, Millennium Promise Alliance

Professor M.S. Swaminathan
Chairman, M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation

Ms. Victoria Tauli - Corpuz

Executive Director, Tebtebba Foundation
Chairperson, UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues

About the Equator Initiative
The Equator Initiative is a partnership designed to reduce
poverty through the conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity in the equatorial belt by fostering, supporting,
and strengthening community partnerships.

Equator Initiative Partners
Government of Canada
Conservation International
Convention on Biological Diversity
Fordham University
German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation &
Development (BMZ)
IDRC - International Development Research Centre
IUCN - The World Conservation Union
The Nature Conservancy
Rare
Television Trust for the Environment
United Nations Foundation
United Nations Development Programme

Contact Information
Equator Initiative, UNDP
405 Lexington Avenue, 5th Floor
New York, NY 10174, U.S.A.
Tel: +1 212 -457 -1709
Fax: +1 212 -457 -1370
www.equatorinitiative.org




