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Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM)

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

QUESTIONNAIRE ON DECISION IX/30
REGARDING THE CLEARING-HOUSE MECHANISM
Introduction

· The purpose of this questionnaire is to gather information on the status of implementation of paragraph 2 of decision IX/30 regarding the Clearing-House Mechanism (CHM).

· This questionnaire is available online and can be downloaded at www.cbd.int/chm/survey
· If you do not know the answer of a question, please write "Don't Know", and if possible, indicate who may be contacted for further information.
· You are kindly encouraged to send any additional documentation related to this questionnaire to chm@cbd.int.
· Please do not hesitate to contact chm@cbd.int for any assistance.

Thank you in advance for your valuable contribution!

	Identification

	Country
	

	Name
	

	E-mail
	

	Date
	


Questionnaire Content

The structure of this questionnaire mirrors paragraph 2 of CHM decision IX/30 which:
Encourages Parties, whenever appropriate, to take the following steps with a view to establishing strong and sustainable national clearing-house mechanisms
For each step (a) to (j), the following information is kindly requested:

· Current situation

· Planned activities

	(a) If not yet done, designate, as soon as possible, a national focal point for the clearing-house mechanism, as requested by paragraph 7 of decision II/3, with the appropriate expertise to coordinate and implement the national clearing-house mechanism;

	Current Situation:

	

	Planned Activities:

	


	(b) Prepare a national implementation strategy for the clearing-house mechanism, where appropriate, preferably as a component of the national biodiversity strategy and action plan, based on identified needs;

	Current Situation:

	

	Planned Activities:

	


	(c) Develop their national clearing-house mechanisms as a key means for the implementation and review of their national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

	Current Situation:

	

	Planned Activities:

	


	(d) Whenever possible, develop links between the national clearing-house mechanism and existing networks, and develop information exchange mechanisms with relevant national databases, making use , whenever applicable and appropriate, of well-established open standards;

	Current Situation:

	

	Planned Activities:

	


	(e) Establish a national structure, as appropriate, to coordinate the development of the clearing-house mechanism, such as an inter-institutional steering committee with participation of relevant biodiversity-related organizations and stakeholders;

	Current Situation:

	

	Planned Activities:

	


	(f) Mobilize and allocate resources for strengthening the institutional capacity to implement the national clearing-house mechanism and for sustaining its operations;

	Current Situation:

	

	Planned Activities:

	


	(g) Define roles and responsibilities for collecting, reviewing and disseminating information, managing website content, and for outreach activities;

	Current Situation:

	

	Planned Activities:

	


	(h) Identify relevant biodiversity-related information sources at the national level and promote them through the national clearing-house mechanism, and if not yet done, first provide basic information on national contacts and on biodiversity in the country;

	Current Situation:

	

	Planned Activities:

	


	(i) Encourage the use of the national clearing-house mechanism as a tool to dialog with the civil society, major groups and stakeholders;

	Current Situation:

	

	Planned Activities:

	


	(j) Whenever applicable and feasible, make the national clearing-house mechanism website available also in national or local languages, and disseminate relevant materials at the national level, including to indigenous and local communities in appropriate formats and languages;

	Current Situation:

	

	Planned Activities:

	


About This Questionnaire

	Do you have any comments or suggestions about this questionnaire?

	


	How long did it take you to respond?
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