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EXPERT MEETING TO DEVELOP A DRAFT STRATEGIC
FRAMEWORK FOR CAPACITY-BUILDING AND
DEVELOPMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE EFFECTIVE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NAGOYA PROTOCOL

Montreal, 3-5 June 2013

BIOVERSITY INTERNATIONAL JOINT CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
TREATY AND ITS MULTILATERAL SYSTEM OF ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING

1. The Executive Secretary is circulating herewith, for the information of participants in the Expert
Meeting to develop a draft strategic framework for capacity-building and development in support of the
effective implementation of the Nagoya Protocol, the Joint Capacity Building Programme for Developing
Countries on the Implementation of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture (ITPGRFA), and its Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing implemented by the
ITGRFA Secretariat and Bioversity International.

2. The document is being circulated in the form and language in which it was received by the
Secretariat.

/...

In order to minimize the environmental impacts of the Secretariat’s processes, and to contribute to the Secretary-General’s|
initiative for a C-Neutral UN, this document is printed in limited numbers. Delegates are kindly requested to bring their copies to
meetings and not to request additional copies.
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for Developing Countries on the Implementation
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« Background

The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture entered
into force in June 2004. It iz an agreement of intemational law with more than 120 Contracting
Parties, which conztitutes a platform for concerted action at the international, regional
and national levels to achieve the conzervation and zustainable uze of plant genetic rezource:
for food and agriculture az well az the fair and equitable zharing of the benefitz arizing
our of their uze. Contracting Partiez and national entitiez under their jurizdiction are called
to actively participate in such a platform in order to maximize the benefit:
of concerted action.

Implementation at the national level zhall take place in different phazes, from the adoption
of domestic legal and administrative meazures to enzuring that those meazures are complied
with and reported on. Some developing countriez need zupport for devizing zimple, cost-effective
and tailor-made implementation mechanizm:z and inztruments. Hence, the need for capacity
building arizes.

Az highlighted by Contracting Parties in a survey, capacity building at different policy and
administrative levelz zhould include a broad range of activities, including legizlative advice,

adminiztrative support, infrastructure and human rezourcez development.
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« Rationale and Objectives

The Intemational Treaty iz an operational treaty. it establizhe: functional syztems, in particular the
Multilateral Syztem of Accez: and Benefit-charing. The Multilateral Syztem need: to process hundreds
of daily tranzactionz involving plant genetic resources by numerous institution: and individuals, n
practical and coherent manner:.

Few countries have yet dealt with the concrets izzues arizing from implementation and many of them
zeek azziztance in the tazk of developing new institutional, legal and adminiztrative infrastructures.
Their immediate concernz relate to adminiztrative actions that may be necezzary to bring their plant
g=netic rezources for food and agriculture into the Multilateral Syztem of Accesz and Benefitzharing,
and channel to the national level the advantage: of facilitated accesz and benefit-zharing that the
Multilateral Syztem can offer.

Thiz iz why the Treaty Secretariat FAO/Bioversity Intemational Joint Capacity Building Programme
focuzes on the practical implementation of the Multilateral System of Accezz and Benefitcharing.

The objectives of the Joint Capacity Building Programme are:

* o improve knowledge among regional and national ztakeholder: of izzue:z underlying the
implementation of the Intemational Treaty and in particular the Multilateral Syztem of Accezz and
Benefit-zharing;

* to upgrade the inztitutional, legzl and administrative infrastructures for the operation of the Multilateral
Syztem.

Article 4 ~General Obligationz

Each Contracting Party zhall enzure the conformity of its lawsz, regulationz and procedures with
the obligationz az provided in thiz Treaty.
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« Regional Activities

A series of regional workshops are organized to rais= awareness of the Intemational Treaty among
policy makers and other stakeholders, dizcusz pozzible regional coordination for the implementation
of the NMultilateral Syvstem of Access and Benefit-charing and zet the stage for azsistance at the national
b=vel. From September 2008 to September 2009 five workshops took place in Zambia, Uganda, Egypt,

Malaysia and Fiji.

The workzhop in Egvpt mandated a t=am of legal experts to revize official legizlative guidelines on
the International Treaty. This exercize was carried owt in Septermber 2009 with the participation of
representatives of the Arab Crganization for Agricutural Development (A0AD) and axperts from FAC
and Bioversity Int=mational. 2z a rezult, new guidelines including elementz of 2 model law on the
management of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture were developed in the contest of the
Joint Capacity Building Programme for circulation to the terenty-bvo Member States of the Arab League
for consideration.

The workshop in Uganda proeduced, among other recommendations, a road map for the
implementation of the LMultilateral Systemn in East African Countries, which envizages a series of short-
terrm actions, mostly of administrative nature, as well 2z mid-erm activities.

The Fiji workshop recommended the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)H, with the support
of the |oint Capacity Building Programme, to prepare an administrative scheme awthorizing SPC it to
act as agent of Pacific 1sland countries in implementing the Aultilateral System of Acces: and Benefit-
sharing on their behalf. The draft adminiztrative scheme iz to be submitted to the Heads of Agriculturs
and Forestry Summit for consideration.

# National Activities

The Joint Capacity Building Programme provides financial and technical zupport for experts o
advize s=lected countries and elaborate recommendation: to governments, incleding draft legizlation
and adminiztrative instruments. Mational workshops are convened in order to raize awareness on the
Intermational Treaty, consult with relevant ctabkeholders and review the draft recommendations. The
Joint Capacity Building Programme alo provides training on the wse of the information technology
tools developed by the Secretariat of the Int=rmational Treaty,

Beneficiaries
The chort-term, direct beneficiaries are the government agricultural authoriti=s of the develo-
ping countries receiving direct aszistance.

The longer-term direct beneficiaries are the individualz and organizations in the countries
which, with strengthened capacity to uze the Lultilateral System of Accesz and B=nefit-zharing,
have access to an exponentially greater diversity of plant genetic rezources for food and agri-
culture. Farmers, for example, can deploy those resources nto the diversity they manage on
farm. Resmarchers are free to wse it as input for breeding or for evaluation wod| identifying and
deploying woehul traits.

The ultimate beneficiaries are pres=nt and future generations that will benefit from improced
flows of carr most important crops and forages to face new challenges to food s=curity, such as
climate changs.
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¢ Partnerships

The joint Capacity Building Programme iz supervized by the Secretary of the Intemational Treaty
and jointly executed with FAO and Bioversity International. It operate: through cloze partnerzhips
with regional and national entitiez. Other governmental and non-governmental stakeholder: are
encouraged to participate in the Joint Capacity Building Programme through commizzioned rezearch,
conzultations, invitations to meetings and other activities. There are zeveral advantages in becoming
a partner:

* Working with a team of dedicated experts from the International Treaty Secretariat, FAO and
Bioverzity Intermational;

* Interfacing with the intergovernmental procez: guiding the implementation of the International
Treaty and itz Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-zharing ;

* Futting the mechanizm:z of the Multilateral System into action at the national and regional levelz.
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« The future of the Joint Capacity Building Programme

The future of the Joint Capacity Building Programme iz determined by the demand: of Contracting
Fartiez and the ability of donor: and partners to meet thoze demand:. At the Third Sezzion of the
international Treaty Governing Body in June 2009, Contracting Parties stated their pozitive reception
of the programme by:

“Welcoming the progrez: made within the joint capacity building programme for developing
countries set up by the Treaty, FAO and Bioversity International _..".

Contracting Partiez invited additional funding and partnerz on a voluntary baziz and alzo
recognized:

“the need to expand the duration of the joint Capacity Building Programme to the full biennium
2010-2011 and the number of countries that receive azziztance”

The :trongest comparative advantage of the Joint Capacity Building Programme iz the
cloze link between technical azziztance to Contracting Partiez and the intergovernmental
policy guidance for the Altilateral System of Accezz and Benefitsharing, which supported
itz start-up and iz now moving toward:s a new phase, where it foundation: of the Alultilateral
System are to be conzolidated.

The great potential of the Joint Capacity Building Programme residesz in a coordinated multilateral
effort that may interszect with other international policy proceszes, zuch az intellectual property rights
and accesz and benefit-zharing which call for national domestication.
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FOR MORE INFORVLATION CONTACT:

international Treaty on Plant Cenetic Pesources for Pood and Agriculture
rood and Agriculture Organization of the United MNations

Viale delle Terme i Caracallz « 00153 Pome « italy

Tel: +30 0057053554 » P +30 0057056347 » E-mail: pgria-treaty @fa0.0g
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www.planttreaty.org




