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Annotated provisional agenda

INTRODUCTION

1. In paragraph 1 of its decision VI/24 B, on other approaches, including the development of an action plan on capacity-building for access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity decided:

“[To] convene an Open-ended Expert Workshop on Capacity-building for Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing.  The Workshop will be open to participation by representatives, including experts, nominated by Governments and regional economic integration organizations; as well as representatives of relevant intergovernmental organizations (including donor organizations), non-governmental organizations, and indigenous and local communities.  The Workshop should further develop the draft elements for an Action Plan on Capacity-building for Access and Benefit-sharing annexed to the present decision.”

2. Accordingly, the Open-ended Expert Workshop on Capacity-building for Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing will meet from 2 to 4 December 2002, in Montreal.  Registration of participants will take place at the venue of the meeting from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday, 1 December 2002 and will continue from 8 a.m. on Monday, 2 December 2002. 

3. A list of documents for the meeting is contained in annex I below.  In addition to normal distribution, the documents are available on the Secretariat’s website (http://www.biodiv.org).

4. The Secretariat is distributing an information note containing details of registration and the logistical arrangements for the meeting, including information on travel, visa requirements, accommodation and other matters.

ITEM 1.  
OPENING OF THE MEETING

5. The meeting will be opened at 10 a.m. on Monday, 2 December 2002 by the President of the Conference of the Parties or his representative.  The Executive Secretary will make introductory remarks. 

ITEM 2.  
ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

2.1.  
Officers 

6. The Bureau of the Conference of the Parties will serve as the Bureau of the Workshop.  The President of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity or his representative shall act as presiding officer for plenary sessions of the meeting.

2.2.  
Adoption of the agenda

7. The Workshop may wish to adopt its agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda (UNEP/CBD/ABS/EW-CB/1/1), which has been prepared by the Executive Secretary on the basis of decision VI/24 B. 

2.3.  
Organization of work

8. The Open-ended Expert Workshop may wish to consider the proposed organization of work as contained in annex II below, which provides for the meeting to be conducted entirely in plenary session.  Participants may wish to consider setting up contact groups or drafting groups as the need arises, in order to further develop the discussions conducted in plenary on specific issues and present the plenary with draft recommendations for its consideration.

9. The meeting will operate on the basis of two sessions per day with simultaneous interpretation into the six working languages, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Should participants wish to establish contact groups, these will work without interpretation.

ITEM 3.
in-depth consideration of capacity-building needs and priorities identified by Governments and existing capacity-building initiatives for access to genetic resources and benefit‑sharing 

10. In decision VI/24 B, paragraph 3, the Conference of the Parties invited Parties and indigenous and local communities to provide to the Executive Secretary information regarding capacity-building needs, priorities and existing initiatives and activities for capacity-building for access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing.  In paragraph 4 of the decision, the Conference of the Parties also invited relevant intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations and the private sector to provide information regarding existing initiatives and activities for capacity-building for access and benefit-sharing.  By separate notifications dated 27 June and 3 July 2002, the Executive Secretary invited respectively Parties and all relevant organizations, regional organizations, non-governmental organizations, indigenous and local communities and the private sector to provide this information to the Secretariat by 1 September 2002.  As of 15 October 2002, 24 contributions had been received from 18 Parties and six organizations, including submissions provided prior to the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  A synthesis of these submissions is included in the note by the Executive Secretary prepared for the Workshop (UNEP/CBD/ABS/EW-ABS/1/2), while the original text of the submissions, as received by the Secretariat, will be available as an information document (UNEP/CBD/ABS/EW-CB/1/INF/2).

11. Under this item, Parties may wish to discuss their needs and priorities for capacity-building relating to access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing.  In addition, the United Nations University (UNU) will report on the Scoping Meeting on Capacity-building Approaches for Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing, held under its auspices from 7 to 9 October, in Kuala Lumpur.  Other organizations currently involved in initiatives relating to capacity-building for access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing may also wish to make presentations to the plenary on their activities.  

item 4.
Action Plan on Capacity-building for Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing

12. For this agenda item, the Workshop will have before it the draft elements for an Action Plan for Capacity-building for Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing annexed to decision VI/24 B of the Conference of the Parties, together with additional elements for consideration in the development of the Action Plan contained in the note by the Executive Secretary prepared for the Workshop (UNEP/CBD/ABS/EW-CB/1/2).   

13. Experts are invited to agree on the text of an Action Plan on Capacity-building for Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing, taking into account the capacity-building needs and priorities identified by Parties and stakeholders, existing initiatives and other relevant documentation. 

ITEM 5.  
other matters

14. Under this item, the participants may wish to raise and discuss other matters related to the subject-matter of the meeting.

ITEM 6.  
adoption of the report

15. The Workshop will consider and adopt its report, on the basis of the draft report to be prepared and presented by the Rapporteur.  

16. The final report of the Workshop will be submitted to the consideration of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Access and Benefit-sharing at its second meeting, to be held from 1 to 5 December 2003.

item 7.  
closure of the meeting

17. The meeting is expected to close at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 4 December 2002.

Annex I
DOCUMENTATION FOR THE open-ended expert workshop ON capacity-building for ACCESS to genetic resources AND BENEFIT-SHARING
	Symbol
	Title

	UNEP/CBD/ABS/EW-CB/1/1
	Provisional agenda

	UNEP/CBD/ABS/EW-CB/1/1/Add.1
	Annotated provisional agenda

	UNEP/CBD/ABS/EW-CB/1/2
	Capacity-building for access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing:  synthesis of submissions received on needs, priorities and existing initiatives, and additional elements for consideration in the development of an Action Plan 

	UNEP/CBD/ABS/EW-CB/1/INF/1
	Report of the Scoping Meeting on Capacity-building Approaches for Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing

	UNEP/CBD/ABS/EW-CB/1/INF/2
	Compilation of contributions on needs and priorities of Parties and information on existing initiatives on capacity-building for access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing


Annex II

proposed ORGANIZATION OF WORK FOR THE OPEN-ENDED WORKshop on capacity-building for access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing

	
	Items

	Monday, 2 December 2002
	

	10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
	1.
Opening of the meeting.

2.
Organizational matters:


2.1.
Officers;


2.2.
Adoption of the agenda;


2.3.
Organization of work.

	3-6 p.m.
	3.
In-depth consideration of capacity-building needs and priorities identified by Governments and existing capacity-building initiatives for access to genetic resources and benefit-sharing.

	Tuesday, 3 December 2002
	

	10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
	4.  
Action Plan on Capacity-building for Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing.

	3-6 p.m.
	4.  
Action Plan on Capacity-building for Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit-sharing. (continued)

	Wednesday, 4 December 2002
	

	10 to 1 p.m.
	5.  
Other matters. 

6.  
Adoption of the report.

	3-6 p.m. 
	7.  
Closure of the meeting.


-----

*  	UNEP/CBD/ABS/EW-CB/1/1.
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