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Article 14. The Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-

House and Information Sharing

1. An Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-House is hereby 

established as part of the clearing-house mechanism 

under Article 18, paragraph 3, of the Convention. It shall 

serve as a means for sharing of information related to 

access and benefit-sharing. In particular, it shall provide 

access to information made available by each Party 

relevant to the implementation of this Protocol.



Cartagena Protocol - Article 20. Information Sharing and the Biosafety 

Clearing-House

1. A Biosafety Clearing-House is hereby established as part of the clearing-

house mechanism under Article 18, paragraph 3, of the Convention, in 

order to:

(a) Facilitate the exchange of scientific, technical, environmental and legal 

information on, and experience with, living modified organisms; and

(b) Assist Parties to implement the Protocol, taking into account the special 

needs of developing country Parties, in particular the least developed and 

small island developing States among them, and countries with economies 

in transition as well as countries that are centres of origin and centres of 

genetic diversity. 





BCH records 2010
National Contacts 795
Laws & Regulations 608
Country's Decisions and other 
Communications 801
Risk assessments reports 453
Roster of Experts 86
Total records by countries 2,743
BCH Registries 748
Capacity-building activities 354
International Organizations 216
Scientific Database 7,783
BIRC (Library) 1,136
Total records in the BCH 12,980

BCH visits 2010        Total      Average/day
Hits 6,774,334      18,559
Visitors                    681,828         1,868
Page Views          2,411,845        6,607
File Downloads       171,933           471
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Article 14. The Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-

House and Information Sharing

1. An Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-House is hereby 

established as part of the clearing-house mechanism 

under Article 18, paragraph 3, of the Convention. It shall 

serve as a means for sharing of information related to 

access and benefit-sharing. In particular, it shall provide 

access to information made available by each Party 
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Suggestions for a Pilot phase of a Clearing-House and 

Information Sharing:

1. Identification of core information: 

• Competent Authorities 

• Checkpoints

• Focal Points 

• Regulations

• Permits

• Subject-matter or genetic resources (e.g. taxonomy,  

geographical area)

• …



Suggestions for a Pilot phase of a Clearing-House and 

Information Sharing:

2. Definition of Common Formats 

• Records’ metadata

• interlinkage among records

• …



Suggestions for a Pilot phase of a Clearing-House and 

Information Sharing:

3. Identification of user categories 

• Focal Points

• National Authorized Users (NAUs)

• General Users

• …



Suggestions for a Pilot phase of a Clearing-House and 

Information Sharing:

4. Choice of working languages

• Arabic

• Chinese

• English

• French

• Russian

• Spanish

• …



Suggestions for a Pilot phase of a Clearing-House and 

Information Sharing:

5. Development of an initial thesaurus 

• most used words

• Synonyms

• …
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