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Some 700 indigenous nomadic pastoralist tribes 
have roamed Iran since they first domesticated 
livestock 10 or 12 thousand years ago. 





Since 2003, the tribal communities of Iran with the support of 
CENESTA and IIED, have focused on the key problem which the 
tribes themselves identified: the weakening of customary 
institutions of the tribal communities as well as takeover by 
government of their communal rangeland territories.  



Twelve tribal confederacies and independent 
tribes of Iran have embarked on an initiative 
aiming at defining their own ABS  protocol.  



• Preparation of community biodiversity registers (at 

various tribal levels); 

• Understanding of CBD and ABS (Access and Benefit 

Sharing) issues relevant for the rights of nomadic 

pastoralists over their territories and biodiversity;  

• Setting the stage for reversing the loss of biodiversity. 

 

The following were discussed and agreed upon in order to secure their 
material and intellectual property rights: 



two workshops were held in Lazur and Shevidzar in July and 
September 2010 in preparation for CBD COP-10 in Nagoya 



field activity facilitated by a professional botanist who worked with the team on 
standardization of methods for collecting, preparing, labeling, pressing, 
photographing, and preserving the plants and recording them in the database form 
agreed by all.  





This is the first time in the country that indigenous and local communities 
have been ahead of the game and are engaging in dialogue and negotiation 
with the government over their rights to biodiversity resources.  








