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INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

1. At its first meeting, held in Montpellier from 11 to 15 December 2000, the Intergovernmental 
Committee for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (ICCP), recommended the development and 
implementation of the pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House and urged Governments to submit to 
the Executive Secretary their priority needs regarding capacities to participate in the pilot phase.  ICCP 
requested the Executive Secretary to analyse the identified capacity-building and financial requirements 
of the developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing States among 
them, and countries with economies in transition, as well as countries that are centres of origin and 
centres of genetic diversity, to enable their active participation in the pilot phase of the Biosafety 
Clearing-House.  

2. In response to above request, the Executive Secretary initially organized regional meetings on the 
Biosafety Clearing-House for Africa and for Latin America and the Caribbean from 26 to 28 February 
2001 in Nairobi and from 4 to 7 September 2001 in Lima, respectively.  At its second meeting, held in 
Nairobi from 1 to 5 October 2001, the ICCP noted with appreciation the outcomes of those meetings and 
encouraged Governments to support the implementation of the recommendations made at those meetings.  
The Intergovernmental Committee further noted the regional meetings planned for Asia and the Pacific 
and Central and Eastern Europe and recommended that such regional capacity-building meetings be made 
an ongoing activity, subject to availability of the necessary financial resources. 

3. The Central and Eastern Europe Regional Meeting on the Biosafety Clearing-House was held in 
Nitra, Slovakia, from 5 to 9 February 2002 to provide countries of the region with an opportunity to 
articulate their needs and expectations with regard to the implementation of the pilot phase.  

4. This meeting also provided hands-on training on the operation of the pilot phase of the Biosafety 
Clearing-House to familiarize participants with its operation. 



UNEP/CBD/BCH/CEE.Reg/1/2 
Page 2  
 

/… 

B. Attendance 

5. The meeting was held in conjunction with two other meetings namely: the UNEP/GEF regional 
workshop on the national biosafety frameworks, and the CEE Steering Committee on Biosafety. 

6. Each country Party to the Convention in Central and Eastern Europe was invited to nominate one 
participant, preferably qualified in the fields of management of biosafety-related issues (such as 
notifications for decision-making); information-sharing systems and database-management; and/or 
experience with the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention, to be supported by the Secretariat.  In 
addition, Governments were also invited to nominate one participant, preferably the National project 
coordinator of the UNEP-GEF project on the development of national biosafety frameworks to be 
supported by UNEP-GEF.  

7. In response to that invitation, participants from the following countries were nominated by their 
respective focal points and attended the meeting: Armenia, Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, The former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Republic of Moldova, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, Tajikistan, 
Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Yugoslavia. 

8. A representative from the Latin America and Caribbean region (Peru) attended to present the 
outcomes from the GRULAC regional meeting.   

9. Representatives of the following bilateral donors, intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations and industry participated in the meeting as observers and/or resource persons:   

(a) Bilateral donors:  Germany and the Netherlands; 

(b) Intergovernmental organizations active in biosafety and/or information-exchange issues: 
CEE Steering Committee for Biosafety, United Nations Environment Programme-Global Environment 
Facility (UNEP/GEF Geneva) and International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 
(ICGEB); 

(c) Industry:  Global Industry Coalition and Monsanto Europe S.A. 

10. The full list of participants is contained in annex II to the present report. 

ITEM 1.   OPENING OF THE MEETING 

11. The meeting began at 9.30 a.m. on 5 February 2002.  An opening statement was made by 
Ms. Kirsty Galloway McLean, Scientific and Technical Information Officer in the Biosafety Programme 
of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, and also by Dr. Tamas Doemeny, Head of 
the Office of the Ministry of Environment, Slovakia. 

12. On behalf of the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Ms. Galloway 
McLean welcomed the participants and gave a brief introduction to the Protocol, then focused particularly 
on information-sharing and the progress of the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH).  She noted that the 
meeting was being held to enable the region to identify its priority needs regarding capacities to 
participate in the BCH.  

13. In conclusion, Ms. Galloway-McLean thanked Dr. Tamas Doemeny for coming to open the 
meeting and the participants for attending.  She also thanked the Government of Slovakia for hosting the 
meeting and the Government of the United States for providing financial support for the meeting. 
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14. In his opening speech, on behalf of Prof. Laszlo Miklos, Minister of the Environment, Dr. 
Doemeny welcomed participants to the three meetings.  He noted that the meetings would complement 
the CEE regional biosafety events that have been organized annually since 1995.   

15. Dr. Doemeny further noted the growing level of coordination and collaboration in the field of 
biosafety among CEE countries, partly due to the excellent input made by experts from the region and 
also the support provided by international organizations and other countries outside the region.   He 
expressed the hope that the Biosafety Clearing-House and the UNEP-GEF biosafety project would 
contribute significantly to promoting biosafety in the region. 

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

2.1. Election of officers 

16. At the second session of the meeting, on 8 February, Mr. Igor Ferencik (Slovakia) was elected to 
serve as Chair, and Mrs. Liina Eek (Estonia) to serve as Rapporteur.  

2.2.  Adoption of agenda 

17. The Regional Meeting adopted the following agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda 
proposed in document UNEP/CBD/BCH/CEE.Reg/1/1: 

1. Opening of the meeting. 

2. Organizational matters: 

2.1. Election of officers; 

2.2. Adoption of the agenda; 

2.3. Organization of work. 

3. Issues for in-depth consideration: 

3.1. Information exchange under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the progress of 
the pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House; 

3.2. Evaluation of existing biodiversity and biosafety information-exchange mechanisms 
in Central and Eastern Europe, and opportunities for building capacity for 
information exchange under the Protocol; 

3.3. The pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House: overview and training session. 

4. Preparation of regional needs assessments and priorities for action. 

5. Other matters. 

6. Conclusions and recommendations. 

7. Adoption of the report. 

8. Closure of the meeting. 
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2.3. Organization of work 

18. At its second session, on 8 February, the Regional Meeting approved the revised programme of 
work as contained in annex II to the annotations to the provisional agenda 
(UNEP/CBD/BCH/CEE.Reg/1/1/Add.1/Corr.1). 

ITEM 3. ISSUES FOR IN-DEPTH CONSIDERATION 

3.1. Information exchange under the Biosafety Protocol 

19. Agenda item 3.1 was considered at the first and second sessions of the meeting, on 5 and 8 
February.  Introducing the item, Ms. Galloway-McLean highlighted the key relevant issues to be 
discussed under the item, and proposed that the meeting should consider the following elements: 

(a) Information exchange requirements under the Biosafety Protocol, outcomes of the first 
and second meetings of the ICCP, and the progress with the pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House; 

(b) Outcomes of the African and GRULAC regional meetings on the Biosafety Clearing-
House, and possible implications for Central and Eastern Europe. 

20. Mr. Erie Tamale, Environmental Affairs Officer, Secretariat of the Convention on Bio logical 
Diversity, gave a presentation on the outcomes of the African regional meeting which was held from 26 to 
28 February 2001 in Nairobi, Kenya.  Similarly, Dr. Antonietta Gutierrez-Rosati, a representative of the 
GRULAC region, outlined the main outcomes of the GRULAC regional meeting. 

Discussion 

21. In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by the participants from Estonia, Slovenia, 
Ukraine and UNEP-GEF. 

3.2. Biodiversity and biosafety information-exchange mechanisms in 
Central and Eastern Europe 

22. Agenda item 3.2 was considered at the first and second sessions of the meeting on 5 and 8 
February.  At the first session on 5 February, presentations were made by Dr. Nevena Alexandrova of the 
International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB) and Ms. Alice Muller of the 
Germany Technical Cooperation (GTZ).  At the second session, on 8 February, Mr. Marcos Silva, 
Programme Officer, Clearing-House Mechanism of the Secretariat, gave a presentation on the synergies 
and differences between the Biosafety Clearing-House and the clearing-house mechanism of the 
Convention.  Presentations were also made by Mr. Townsend Peterson, a consultant undertaking the 
independent review of the pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House, Ms. Laura Reifschneider of the 
Global Industry Coalition and Mr. Piet van der Meer of the Netherlands on the CEE regional biosafety 
website, and Ms. Kristina Georgieva from Bulgaria on the Bulgarian national biosafety clearing-house.  

Discussion 

23. In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by the participants from Hungary, the Russian 
Federation, the Netherlands and the representative from GRULAC. 

24. There was general agreement regarding the importance of establishing regional and national 
websites and databases interoperable with the Biosafety Clearing-House.  One participant asked how the 
Secretariat could assist countries and regions to establish such systems.  In response, a representative of 
the Secretariat informed participants that the Secretariat has prepared common formats and controlled 
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vocabularies to facilitate the use of common terminologies and that these are being further developed.  
The issue of confidentiality was also raised, and there was general agreement on the need to make all non-
confidential information public and develop separate systems to protect confidential information. 

3.3. The pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House: overview and training 
session 

25. Agenda item 3.3 was considered at the second and third sessions of the meeting, on 8 February.  
The item was introduced by the Chair.  Ms Galloway-McLean from the Secretariat gave an interactive 
demonstration on the elements of the central portal of the pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House, 
describing the search and information retrieval mechanisms.  Participants were invited to use the system 
and familiarize themselves with its operation. 

26. Ms Galloway-McLean then described the operation of the management centre of pilot phase of 
the Biosafety Clearing-House, the mechanism that allows for remote registration of information.  Special 
attention was paid to the authentication and validation of registered information.  Participants were 
invited to register information on a demonstration database that had been created for training purposes.  

Discussion 

27. During the training session, comments were made by participants from Bulgaria, Slovak Republic 
and Ukraine. 

28. One participant recommended that a tracking menu should be added to the central portal of the 
Biosafety Clearing-House to enable users to know where they are during the searching and information 
retrieval process.  It was recommended that countries should be provided with the template of the 
common format for decisions on living modified organisms (LMOs) and living modified organisms 
intended for direct use for food or feed, or for processing (LMO-FFPs) currently on the pilot phase of the 
Biosafety Clearing-House to be incorporated in their in national Biosafety Clearing-Houses. 

ITEM 4. PREPARATION OF REGIONAL NEEDS ASSESSMENTS AND 
PRIORITIES FOR ACTION 

29. Agenda item 4 was considered at the third session of the meeting, on 8 February.  The item was 
introduced by the Chair, who invited participants to consider issues relevant to building capacity for 
information-exchange under the Cartagena Protocol. 

30. Comments were made by participants from Armenia, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, 
Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, the Republic of Moldova, Romania, the Russian 
Federation, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey, Ukraine and Yugoslavia.  A representative from the GRULAC 
region also made comments. 

31. Following the short discussion, an open-ended contact group, chaired by Mr. Vehbi Eser of 
Turkey, was established to further develop the comments made from the floor. 

32. At the fourth session of the meeting, Mr. Vehbi Eser presented the results of the work completed 
to further develop the needs and priorities identified by the Central and Eastern European region, and the 
draft action plan prepared to implement them.  The Chair opened the floor for discussion on finalizing the 
action plan. 

33. In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by the participants from Armenia, Bulgaria, the 
Czech Republic, Slovenia, Ukraine, Turkey and a representative from ICGEB. 
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ITEM 5. OTHER MATTERS 

34. Agenda item 5 was considered at the third session of the meeting, on 9 February.  The 
distinguished delegate from Bulgaria, Professor Atanas Atanassov was nominated to represent the region 
at the Asia/Pacific Regional Meeting on the Biosafety Clearing-House, to be held in Beijing from 4 to 8 
March 2002. 

ITEM 6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

35. Agenda item 6 was considered at the third session of the meeting, on 9 February.  The item was 
introduced by the Chair, who invited the Rapporteur to present the revised draft of the action plan.   

36. Following a short discussion, the Meeting adopted the action plan, which is attached to the 
present report as annex I. 

ITEM 7.   ADOPTION OF THE REPORT 

37. The present report was adopted at the third session of the meeting, on 9 February, on the basis of 
the draft report of the Meeting (UNEP/CBD/BCH/CEE.Reg/1/L.1). 

ITEM 8.   CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

38. The Chair declared the Central and Eastern Europe Regional Meeting on the Biosafety Clearing-
House closed at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday, 9 February 2002. 
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Annex 1 

CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN CAPACITY NEEDS FOR THE BIOSAFETY 
CLEARING-HOUSE:  LIST OF PRIORITIES 

A. Capacity-building 

Human resources 

1. Training of personnel 

(a) Data management and information technology 

(b) Data analysis 

2. Training of national focal points and other responsible people in tasks and responsibilities 

Infrastructure 

1. Equipment to establish interoperable national biosafety clearing-house and use global system of 
biosafety clearing-houses  

2. Maintenance of national biosafety clearing-houses  

Development of institutional synergies 

1. Promoting synergies between national institutions and also local authorities (legislative and 
administrative system) 

2. Promoting synergies between countries in the region 

3. Networking between competent national authorities and the national biosafety clearing-house  

B. Information and communication 

1. Harmonization of information reporting 

2. Translation of information into a United Nations language 

3. To promote the use of the Biosafety Clearing-House by the decision makers and risk assessors 

C. Financing 

1. Funding – cross-cutting issue 

D. Mobilize political support  

1. Increase political awareness of the international importance of the Biosafety Clearing-House  

2. Increase public awareness of Biosafety Clearing-House  

Note:  All activities should be implemented prior to the entry into force of the Protocol. 
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ACTION PLAN TO IMPLEMENT NEEDS AND PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED BY THE CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE REGION TO 
IMPLEMENT THE BIOSAFETY CLEARING-HOUSE 

 
1.  Capacity Building 
 

(i) Human resources 

Objectives Capacity Needs Activities/actions/ 
Recommendations 

Indicators Responsible agency 
(national/regional 

level) 

Outputs 

(i) Training in data 
management and 
information 
technology 
(ii) Training in data 
analysis 

Identify key people  
 
Organize training 
 
Prepare a manual 

Required number of 
people with training 
(number determined 
at national level) 

National level, with 
assistance at 
international level 

Trained personnel 
able to effectively 
manage 
information-
exchange for 
biosafety issues 

Create the human 
resources needed to 
operate national 
Biosafety Clearing-
Houses 

Training of BCH 
national focal points 
and other 
responsible people 
in tasks and 
responsibilities 

Identify key people  
 
Organize training 

Establish BCH-
NFPs 

National level Trained personnel 
able to effectively 
implement the 
information-
exchange 
requirements of the 
Protocol 
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(ii) Infrastructure 

  

Objectives Capacity needs Activities/actions 
and 

recommendations 

Indicators Responsible agency Outputs 

Establish the 
technical 
infrastructure 
required for national 
BCHs 

Equipment to 
establish 
interoperable 
national BCH and 
use global system of 
BCH 

Acquire new 
hardware and 
software 
 
Develop databases 

Infrastructure is in 
place and 
interoperable with 
global BCH 

National level, with 
international 
support 

Interoperable 
national BCHs 
established 

Develop sustainable 
system 

Maintenance of 
national BCH 

Upgrade system and 
training as required 

Stable and up-to-
date infrastructure 

National level, with 
international 
support 

Fully functional and 
sustainable national 
BCHs 

 

(iii) Development of institutional synergies  

Objectives Capacity needs Activities/actions 
and 

recommendations 

Indicators Responsible agency Outputs 

To provide a 
suitable 
environment for 
effective exchange 
of information at a 
national level 

Promoting 
synergies between 
national institutions, 
central and local 
authorities 
 

Meetings and 
document 
dissemination 
 
Clear division of 
responsibilities 
among institutions 
and authorities 
 
Networking 
between competent 
national authorities 
and the national 
BCHs 

Meeting reports 
 
Inter-institutional 
joint activit ies 

National level Effective 
cooperation among 
agencies 
 
Effective 
information-
exchange 
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Objectives Capacity needs Activities/actions 
and 

recommendations 

Indicators Responsible agency Outputs 

Harmonized 
regional 
information systems 

Promoting  
synergies between 
countries in the 
region 

Workshops Regional joint 
activities 

Regional level Effective 
information-
exchange within the 
region 

 

2.  Information and communication  

Objectives Capacity needs Activities/actions 
and 

recommendations 

Indicators Responsible agency Outputs 

Harmonization of 
information 
reporting 
 

Develop standard 
templates for 
national databases 
 
Development of 
controlled 
vocabularies 
 

Adherence to 
formats for each 
type of information 
 
  

Global level 
 
 

Harmonized 
formats for 
reporting 
information 
 
 

Facilitation of 
information-
exchange 

To promote the use 
of the BCH by the 
decision makers and 
risk assessors 

Workshops and 
training programs 
 
 
 
Providing access to 
papers and data 
related to risk 
assessment 

Number of persons 
trained 
 
 
 
Access to relevant 
papers and  
databases 

National level with 
international 
support 
 
 
National level with 
international 
support 

Common 
understanding of 
risk evaluation and 
harmonization of 
risk assessment 
methodology  

Make information 
available globally 

Translation of 
information into a 
UN language 

Provide translation 
services 

Documents in 
United Nations 
languages 

National level, with 
international 
support 

Information 
available globally 
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3.  Financing 

 Objectives Capacity needs Activities/actions 
and 

recommendations 

Indicators Responsible agency Outputs 

Adequate financial 
resources to 
implement the BCH 

Funding – cross-
cutting issue 

Fund-raising Successful funding 
proposals 

National level, with 
international 
support (donor 
agencies) 

Sufficient funds to 
implement the BCH 

 

4.  Mobilize political support 

Objectives Capacity needs Activities/actions 
and 

recommendations 

Indicators Responsible agency Outputs 

Raise national 
profile of biosafety 

Increase political 
awareness of the 
international 
importance of the 
BCH 
 

Demonstrate 
international 
importance of 
implementing the 
BCH 
 

Political support 
and/or budget for all 
of the above 
mentioned activities 

National level, with 
regional and 
international 
support 

Smoothly-running 
system 

Public support for 
the BCH 

Increase public 
awareness of BCH 

Work with the 
media and NGOs 

Number of public 
accessing BCH 

National level with 
regional and 
international 
support 

Increased public 
support 
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Annex 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
Governments (Parties) 

Armenia Bulgaria 

  1. Mr. Sergey Shashikyan  5. Prof. Atanas Atanassov  
 Head Director 
 Flora and Fauna Conservation Division Plant Biotechnology Research Centre 
 Ministry of Nature Protection AgroBioInstitute 
 35 Moskovian Str.  Kostinbrod 2232 
 Yerevan 375002 Bulgaria 
 Armenia Tel.:  +359-721-2552 
 Tel.:  +374-1-53-1841, 534892 Fax:  +359-721-4985 
 Fax:  +374-1-53-1861/53-8613/151-959, 534892 E-Mail:  atanas_atanassov@agrogioinstitut.org 
 E-Mail:  interdpt@rambler.ru   sergeynp@freenet.am 
  6. Ms. Kristina Georgieva 
  2. Mr. Aram Ter-Zakaryan AgroBioInstitute 
 Head of Staff Kostinbrod 2232 
 Ministry of Nature Protection Bulgaria 
 35 Moskovian Str.  Tel.:  +359-721-2552 
 Yerevan 375002 Fax:  +359-721-4985 
 Armenia E-Mail:  kristina@agrobioinstitut.org   kgg76@hotmail.com 
 Tel.:  +3741-53-1841/62 
 Fax:  +3741-53-1861/534-892/538-187  7. Dr. Atanas Kaymaktchiev  
 E-Mail:  aram_terzakaryan@yahoo.com   mnp@mnpiac.am Secretary General 
 Ministry of Environment and Water 
Belarus 67 William Gladstone Str. 
 Sofia 1000 
  3. Mr. Andrei Goldenkov  Bulgaria 
 Head Tel.:  +359-2 980 0905 
 Department of Wildlife Fax:  +359-2 981 1185 
 Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection E-Mail:  akaimaktchiev@moew.govrn.bg 
 10, Kollektornaya Str. 
 Minsk 220048 Croatia 
 Belarus 
  8. Ms. Ivana Jelenic 
  4. Mr. Aliaksandr Sushkevich Expert Associate 
 Second Secretary Ministry of Environmental Protection and Physical Planning 
 Department of Ecological, Scientific & Technical Cooperation Ulica grada Vukovara 98 
 Ministry of Foreign Affairs Zagreb 10000 
 19 Lenin Str.  Croatia 
 Minsk 30, 220030 Tel.:  +385-1-6106-539 
 Belarus  Fax:  +385-1-6106-388 
 Tel.:  +375-17-222-2659 E-Mail:  ivana.jelenic@zg.hinet.hr 
 Fax:  +375-17-222-2673 
 E-Mail:  unts@mfa.org.by  
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Governments (Parties) 
Czech Republic Estonia 
  9. Mr. Jaroslav Drobnik  14. Mrs. Liina Eek 
 Ministry of Environment Counsellor, ICCP Focal Point 
 Vrsovicka 65 Nature Protection Department 
 10010 Ministry of the Environment 
 Prague 10 Toompuiestee 24 
 Czech Republic Tallinn 15172 
 Estonia 
  10. Dr. Jan Kas Tel.:  +372 6262 877 
 Professor Fax:  +372 6262 901 
 Dept. of Biochemistry and Microbiology  E-Mail:  leek@ut.ee 
 Institute of Chemical Technology  
 Techjnicka-3  15. Mr. Lauri Klein 
 Prague 6 CZ 16628 Biodiversity Expert 
 Czech Republic Estonian Environment Information Centre 
 Tel.:  +420-2-2435-3018 Mustam? Tee 33 
 Fax:  +420-2-3333-3726 Tallinn 10616 
 E-Mail:  jan.kas@vscht.cz Estonia 
 Tel.:  +372-673-7576 
  11. Mr. Ladislav Kucera Fax:  +372-656-4071 
 Scientist E-Mail:  lauri.klein@ic.envir.ee 
 Research Institute of Crop Production 
 Dmovska 507 Georgia 
 Prague 6 - Ruzyne 161 06 
 Czech Republic  16. Ms. Maka Bitsadze 
 Tel.:  +420-2-330-22-247 Leading Specialist of the 
 Fax:  +420-2-333-10-636 Biodiversity Department 
 E-Mail:  kuceral@vurv.cz Ministry of Environment 
 68 A Kostava St., 
  12. Ms. Jaroslava Ovesna Tbilisi 380015 
 Department Head Georgia 
 Research Institute of Crop Produc tion Tel.:  +99532-334853 
 Dmovska 507 Fax:  +99532-334853 
 Prague 6 - Ruzyne 161 06 E-Mail:  makabitsadze@yahoo.com   biodiv@caucasus.net 
 Czech Republic 
 Tel.:  +420-2-330-22-424  17. Mr. Ioseb Kartsivadze 
 Fax:  +420-2-330-22-286 Head 
 Biodiversity Protection Department 
  13. Mrs. Milena Roudn?plain Ministry of Environment 
 Global Relations Department 68 A Kostava St., 
 Ministry of Environment Tbilisi 380015 
 Vrsovicka 65 Georgia 
 10010 Tel.:  +995-32-334-853 
 Prague 10 Fax:  +995-32-334-853 
 Czech Republic E-Mail:  makabitsadze@yahoo.com 
 Tel.:  +420-2 671 22 769 
 Fax:  +420-2 673 11 949 
 E-Mail:  roudna@env.cz 
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Governments (Parties) 
Germany Kazakhstan 
  18. Ms. Alice M?ler  23. Mr. Kozhageldy Khussainov  
 Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ)  Head of the Department 
 Dag Hammaraskjold Weg 1-5 Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment Protection 
 Postfach 5180 1, Satpayev str. 
 Eschborn D-65726 Kokshetau 480100 
 Germany Kazakhstan 
 Tel.:  +49-6196-794-202 Tel.:  +7-31622-55442 
 Fax:  +49-6196-796-190 Fax:  +7-31622-55537/50620 
 E-Mail:  christine.schaefer@gtz.de   alice.mueller@web.de Web:  http:///www.neapsd.kz 

Hungary  24. Mr. Yerlan Zhumabayev  
 Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment Protection 
  19. Prof. Ervin Bal?s 1, Satpayev str. 
 General Director Kokshetau 480100 
 Agricultural Biotechnology Centre Kazakhstan 
 P.O. Box 411 Tel.:  +7-31622-55442 
 G??lo H-2100 Fax:  +7-31622-55537 
 Hungary E-Mail:  Zerlan@neapsd.kz 
 Tel.:  +36-28-420-521 Web:  http:///www.neapsd.kz 
 Fax:  +36-28-420-096 
 E-Mail:  balazs@abc.hu Kyrgyzstan 

  20. Mrs. Klara Dallman  25. Ms Cholpon Alibakieva 
 Agricultural Biotechnology Centre Senior Specialist 
 P.O. Box 411 Ministry of Ecology and Emergency Situations 
 G??lo H-2100 2/1 Toktonalieva str. 
 Hungary Bishkek 
 Tel.:  +36-28-430-600 Kyrgyzstan 
 E-Mail:  claire@abc.hu Fax:  +99-6312-541177 

  21. Ms. Veronika Mora Latvia 
 Committee on Gene-Technology  
 Tel.:  +36-1-466-8866  26. Ms. Olga Orlova 
 Fax:  +36-1-466-8866 Head of Department 
 E-Mail:  move@okotors.hu Latvian Food Center 
 Ministry of Welfare 
  22. Mrs. Zsuzsa Soos  Kr. Valdemara 38 
 Agricultural Biotechnology Centre Riga LV-1010 
 P.O. Box 411 Latvia 
 G??lo H-2100 Tel.:  +371-7021756 
 Hungary Fax:  +371-7021755 
 Tel.:  +36-28-430-539 E-Mail:  orlova@lpc.gov.lv   olga@lpc.gov.lv 
 Fax:  +36-28-430-150 
 E-Mail:  soos@abc.hu 
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Governments (Parties) 
Latvia Peru 
  27. Mr. Olafs Stengrevics  31. Mrs. Antonietta Guti?rez-Rosati 
 Director GRULAC Representant 
 Latvian Food Center National Agrarian University La Molina 
 Ministry of Welfare Avenida  La Molina 2135 
 Kr. Valdemara 38 Sol de la Molina 
 Riga LV-1010 Lima 12 
 Latvia Peru 
 Tel.:  + (321) 702-1713 Tel.:  +51-1-479-2866 
 Fax:  + (321) 702-1755 Fax:  +51-1-479-2866 
 E-Mail:  foodcenter@parks.lv   olafs@lpc.gov.lv E-Mail:  antonietta@terra.com.pe   antonietta@lamolina.edu.pe 

Lithuania Poland 

  28. Dr. Danius Lygis  32. Dr. Zygmunt Krzeminski 
 Deputy -Director Adv iser of the Minister 
 Nature Protection Department Department of the Nature Conservation 
 Ministry of Environment Ministry of the Environment 
 A. Jaksto 4/9 Wawelska 52/54 
 Vilnius LT-2694 00-922 
 Lithuania Warsaw 54 
 Tel.:  +370-2-611263 Poland 
 Fax:  +380-2-612023 Tel.:  +48-22-579-2673 
 E-Mail:  d.lygis@aplinkuma.lt Fax:  +48-22-579-2555 
 E-Mail:  zygmunt.krzeminski@mos.gov.pl 
Republic of Moldova 
  33. Mrs. Malgorzata Wozniak 
  29. Mr. Valeriu Balan Department of the Nature Conservation 
 Principal Scpecialist Ministry of the Environment 
 Protected Areas and Biodiversity General Division Wawelska 52/54 
 Ministry of Ecology, Construction and Territorial Development 00-922 
 Fax:  +373-2-220-748 Warsaw 54 
 E-Mail:  biodiver@medin.moldova.md   biodiver@mediu.moldova.md Poland 
 Tel.:  +48-22-579-2723 
The Netherlands Fax:  +48-22-579-2555 
 E-Mail:  malgorzata.wozniak@mos.gov.pl 
  30.  
 Mr. Piet Van der Meer Romania 
 Directorate for International Environmental Affairs/ICP 670 
 Ministry of the Environment  34. Mrs. Dr. Otilia Hariclia Mihail 
 Project "Implementation of Biosafety  Frameworks in Pre-accession  Senior Researcher 
 Countries of Central and Eastern Europe" 
 National Institute of Research Development for Environment  
 PO Box 30945 Protection 
 The Hague 2500 GX Spl Independentu 296, Section 6 
 The Netherlands  Bucharest 71592 
 Fax:  31-84-870-0970 Romania 
 E-Mail:  pietvandermeer@cs.com Tel.:  +401-221-5758/207 
 Fax:  +401-221-9204/5770 
 E-Mail:  otilia_mihail@dr.com 
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Governments (Parties) 
Romania Slovak Republic 
  35. Mrs. Adriana Nitescu  40. Prof. Jan Brindza 
 Ministry of Waters and Environment Protection Associate Professor 
 Tel.:  +401 410-0284 Slovak Agricultural University Nitra 
 Fax:  +401 410-0282 Tr. A. Hlinku 2 
 E-Mail:  biodiv@mappm.ro Nitra 949 76 
 Slovak Republic 
Russian Federation Tel.:  +421-37-6577783 
 Fax:  +421-37-6511593 
  36. Ms. Julia Asadova 
 Executive Secretary  41. Mr. Igor Ferencik 
 Inter-Agency Committee on Genetic Engineering Activity  Ministry of the Environment 
 Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences  Namestie L. Stura c. 1 
 UniversitetskayaNab. 812 35, Bratislava 
 St. Petersburg 199034 Slovak Republic 
 Russian Federation Tel.:  +421-2-5956-2185 
 Fax:  +421-2-5956 2533 
  37. Dr. Dmitry Dorokhov  E-Mail:  ferencik.igor@lifeenv.gov.sk   
ferencik.igor@enviro.gov.sk 
 Deputy Director 
 Centre "BioEngineering"  42. Ing. Jan Gazo 
 Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences  Slovak Agricultural University Nitra 
 UniversitetskayaNab. Tr. A. Hlinku 2 
 St. Petersburg 199034 Nitra 949 76 
 Russian Federation Slovak Republic 
 Tel.:  +7-95-135 6191 Tel.:  +421-37-6508243 
 Fax:  +7-95-135 0571 Fax:  +421-37-6511893 
 E-Mail:  dorokhov@biengi.ac.ru E-Mail:  jan.gazo@uniag.sk 
  38. Mrs. Irina Iakovleva  43. Ing. Janka Nozkova 
 Information Sharing systems specialist Slovak Agricultural University Nitra 
 Inter-Agency Committee on Genetic Engineering Activity  Tr. A. Hlinku 2 
 Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences  Nitra 949 76 
 UniversitetskayaNab. Slovak Republic 
 St. Petersburg 199034 Tel.:  +421-37-6508770 
 Russian Federation Fax:  +421-37-6511593 
 Tel.:  +7-095-229-5075/135-0571 E-Mail:  nozkova@afnet.uniag.sk 
 Fax:  +7-095-229-5075/135-0571 
 E-Mail:  iacgea@biengi.ac.ru  44. Ms. Zuzana Ohradkova 
 Ministry of the Environment 
Slovak Republic Namestie L. Stura c. 1 
 812 35, Bratislava 
  39. Peter Andras Slovak Republic 
 Ministry of the Environment Tel.:  +421-7 5956 2223 
 Namestie L. Stura c. 1 Fax:  +421-7 5956 2533 
 812 35, Bratislava E-Mail:  ohradkova.zuzana@lifeenv.gov.sk    
 Slovak Republic ohradkova.zuzana@enviro.gov.sk 
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Governments (Parties) 
Slovak Republic Slovenia 
  45. Peter Siekel  50. Mr. Batic Martin 
 Ministry of the Environment Counsellor to the Government 
 Namestie L. Stura c. 1 Sector for Biotechnology  
 812 35, Bratislava Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning 
 Slovak Republic Dunajska 48 
 Ljubljana SI-1000 
  46. Jozef Timko Slovenia 
 Ministry of the Environment Tel.:  +386-1-4787424 
 Namestie L. Stura c. 1 Fax:  +386-1-4787399 
 812 35, Bratislava E-Mail:  martin.batic@gov.si 
 Slovak Republic Web:  http://www.sigov.si/mop/ 

  47. Mr. Dezider T?h Tajikistan 
 Associate Professor 
 Slovak Agricultural University Nitra  51. Mr. Talibzhan Abidzhanovich Irgashev  
 Tr. A. Hlinku 2 Senior Scientist & Scientific Secretary 
 Nitra 949 76 Research Institute of cattle-breading 
 Slovak Republic Tel.:  +992-372-218978 
 Tel.:  +421-2-5930-7439 Fax:  +992-372-218978 
 Fax:  +421-2-5930-7416 E-Mail:  biodiv@biodiv.tojikiston.com 
 E-Mail:  umiktoth@savba.sk 
  52. Mr. Khikmat Muminov  
  48. Jan Turna Ministry of Nature Protection 
 Ministry of the Environment 734025 Dus hanbe 
 Namestie L. Stura c. 1 Aini Str. 44 
 812 35, Bratislava Dushanbe 
 Slovak Republic Tajikistan 
 Tel.:  992-372-218-978 
Slovenia Fax:  992-372-510-021 
 E-Mail:  biodiv@biodiv.tojikiston.com    
  49. Ms. Julijana Lebez Lozej hmuminov@biodiv.tojikiston.com 
 Adviser to the Minister 
 Nature Conservation Office Turkey 

 Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning 
 Dunajska 48  53. Dr. Vehbi Eser 
 Ljubljana SI-1000 Department Head 
 Slovenia General Directorate for Agricultural Research 
 Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
 Tel.:  +386-1-478-7318 P.O. Box 78 
 Fax:  +386-1-478-7424 Bagdat Cad. Istanbul Yolu, No 208 
 E-Mail:  julijana.lebez-lozej@gov.si Yenimahalle, Ankara  06171 
 Web:  http://www.sigov.si/mop/ Turkey  
 Tel.:  +90 312 343 5675 
 Fax:  +90 312 315 3448/2698 
 E-Mail:  vehbi_eser@ankara.tagem.gov.tr 
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Governments (Parties) 
Turkey Ukraine 
  54. Ms. Husniye Kilincarslan  58. Dr. Andriy Ostapenko 
 Biologist Head 
 General Directorate of Environmental Protection Department of the Ecological Policy Information and Public 
Relation 
 Ministry of the Environment Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources 
 Eskisehir Yolu 8 Km. 5 Khreshchatyk St. 
 Balgat - Ankara 06530 Kyiv 04086 
 Turkey  Ukraine 
 Tel.:  +90 312 287 9963 Ext. 2406 Tel.:  +380-44-468-1886 or 2628-7051 
 Fax:  +90 312 286 2271 Fax:  +380-44-269-0070 or 269-3361 
 E-Mail:  biotakas@yahoo.com   hk_arslan@yahoo.com E-Mail:  senltd@iptelecom.net.ua   
ost@siprmep.freenet.kiev.ua 

  55. Dr. Muzaffer Kiziltan Uzbekistan 
 Deputy General Director 
 General Directorate for Agricultural Research  59. Mr. Maksim Atajanov  
 Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Environmental  
 P.O. Box 78 Protection 
 Bagdat Cad. Istanbul Yolu, No 208 5a A. Kadiry Str. 
 Yenimahalle, Ankara  06171 Tashkent 700128 
 Turkey  Uzbekistan 
 Tel.:  +90-312-315 -76-29 
 Fax:  +90-312-315-34-48  60. Mr. Aleksandr Grigoryants 
 E-Mail:  muzaffer_kiziltan@ankara.tagem.gov.tr Chief 
 Inspection Department of Biological Control 
Turkmenistan State Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan on Environmental  
 Protection 
  56. Mr. Ejebay Kokanova 5a A. Kadiry Str. 
 Head Tashkent 700128 
 Laboratory of Invertebrates  Uzbekistan 
 Ministry of Environment and Nature Protection Tel.:  +998-712-504-268/432 
 102 Kemine Street Fax:  +998-712-415633/413990 
 Ashgabat 74400 E-Mail:  halmat@ecoinf.org.uz 
 Turkmenistan 

Ukraine 
  57. Dr. Sergiy I. Gubar 
 Deputy Director 
 Protection, Usde and restoration of Natural Resources 
 Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources 
 5 Khreshchatyk St. 
 Kyiv 04086 
 Ukraine 
 Tel.:  +380-44-228-2067 
 Fax:  +380-44-228-2067 
 E-Mail:  sgubar@svitonline.com 
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Governments (Non-Parties) 
Yugoslavia 
  61. Ms. Vanja Cabarkapa 
 Adviser 
 Federal Department for Plant and Animal Genetic Resources 
 Omladinskim Brigada 1 
 Novi Beograd 11070 
 Yugoslavia 
 Tel.:  +381-11-311-7588 
 Fax:  +381-11-311-7591 
 E-Mail:  vanja_cabarkapa@yahoo.com 

  62. Mr. Darko Lojen 
 Adviser 
 Federal Department for Plant and Animal Genetic Resources 
 Omladinskim Brigada 1 
 Novi Beograd 11070 
 Yugoslavia 
 Tel.:  +381-11-311-7588 
 Fax:  +381-11-311-7591 
 E-Mail:  darko_lojen@hotmail.com   fed.pagri@www.yv 

  63. Dr. Dragana Vasic 
 Research Scientist 
 Institute of Field and Vegetable Crops 
 Maksima Gorkog 30 
 Novi Sad 21000 
 Yugoslavia 
 Tel.:  +381-21-489-8422 
 Fax:  +381-21-413-833 
 E-Mail:  vasicd@ifvcns.ns.ac.yu 
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United Nations and Specialized Agencies 
UNEP Regional Office for Europe UNEP-GEF Nairobi (GIGIRI) 
  64. Mr. Frits Schlingemann  68. Mr. Charles Gbedemah 
 Direc tor and Regional Representative Regional Coordinator for Africa, Biosafety  
 UNEP Regional Office for Europe UNEP-GEF Nairobi (GIGIRI) 
 15 Chemin des An?ones  P.O. Box 47074 
 Ch?elaine CH-1219 Nairobi 
 Switzerland Kenya 
 Tel.:  +41-22-917-8111 Tel.:  +254-2-624-066 
 Fax:  +41-22-917-8024 Fax:  +254-2-624-041 
 E-Mail:  roe@unep.ch E-Mail:  charles.gbedemah@unep.org 

UNEP/GEF Geneva United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
  65. Mr. Christopher Briggs  69. Ms. Sofie Flensborg 
 UNEP/GEF Geneva Aarhus Convention Secretariat 
 15 Chemin des An?ones  United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
 1219 Chatelaine Room 418 
 Geneva Palais des Nations 
 Switzerland Geneva 10 CH-1211 
 Tel.:  +41-22-917-8411 Switzerland 
 Fax:  +41-22-917-8070 Tel.:  +41-22-917-2650 
 E-Mail:  chris.briggs@unep.ch Fax:  +41-22-907-0107 
 Web:  www.unep.org E-Mail:  sofie.flensborg@unece.org 

  66. Mr. Giovanni Ferraiolo 
 Programme Officer 
 Global Environment Facility  
 UNEP/GEF Geneva 
 15 Chemin des An?ones 
 1219 Chatelaine 
 Geneva 
 Switzerland 
 Tel.:  +41-22-917-8400 
 Fax:  +41-22-917-8070 
 E-Mail:  giovanni.ferraiolo@unep.ch 
 Web:  www.unep.org 

  67. Mr. Nizar Mohamed 
 UNEP/GEF Geneva 
 15 Chemin des An?ones 
 1219 Chatelaine 
 Geneva 
 Switzerland 
 Tel.:  +41-22-917-8406 
 Fax:  +41-22-917-8070 
 E-Mail:  nizar.mohamed@unep.ch 
 Web:  www.unep.org 
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Inter-Governmental Organizations 

African Centre for Technology Studies (ACTS) 
  70. Ms. Mita Manek 
 African Centre for Technology Studies (ACTS) 
 ICRAF Complex, UN Ave. Gigiri, 
 P.O. Box 45917 
 Nairobi 
 Kenya 
 Tel.:  +254-2-524 717 
 Fax:  +254-2-522 987 
 E-Mail:  M.Manek@cgiar.org 
 Web:  http://www.acts.or.ke 

International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology 

  71. Dr. Nevena Alexandrova 
 Biosafety Unit 
 International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology  
 Padriciano 99 
 Trieste 34012 
 Italy 
 Tel.:  39-040-375-7364 
 Fax:  39-040-226-555 
 E-Mail:  alexandr@icgeb.trieste.it 
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Industry 
Global Industry Coalition 
  72. Mr. Erik Blokpoel 
 Global Industry Coalition 
 1625 K. Street N.W., Suite 1100 
 Washington, DC 20006 
 United States of America 

  73. Ms. Laura M. Reifschneider 
 Global Industry Coalition 
 c/o International Environmental Resources 
 Postbus 18 
 Leider 2300 
 The Netherlands 
 Tel.:  +31-71-301-4014 
 Fax:  +31-84-832-5834 
 E-Mail:  IntEnvRes@cs.com 

  74. Ms. Mirjam von Olst 
 Global Industry Coalition 
 1625 K. Street N.W., Suite 1100 
 Washington, DC 20006 
 United States of America 

Monsanto Europe S.A. 
  75. Ms. Miluse Kusendova 
 External Relation Director 
 Monsanto Europe S.A. 
 Na Safrance 27 
 Prague 10100 
 Czech Republic 
 Tel.:  +420-2-72737573 
 Fax:  +420-2-72742626 
 E-Mail:  miluse.kusendova@ea.monsanto.com 

  76. Mr. Martin Singer 
 Registration Manager 
 Monsanto Europe S.A. 
 Na Safrance 27 
 Prague 10100 
 Czech Republic 
 Tel.:  +420-2-72737573 
 Fax:  +420-2-72742626 
 E-Mail:  martin.singer@monsanto.com 
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Observers 
University of Kansas 
  77. Dr. A. Townsend Peterson 
 University of Kansas 
 Natural History Museum 
 Dyche Hall - Lawrence 
 Kansas City KS-66045 
 United States of America 
 Tel.:  785-864-3926 
 Fax:  785-864-5335 
 E-Mail:  town@ukans.edu 
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