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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The ninth meeting of the Informal Advisory Committee on the Biosafety Clearing-House
(BCH-1AC) was held at the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission in Ispra, Italy, from 2 to
4 April 2014.

2. The meetingwas attended by expertsselected from Belarus, Brazil, C6te d'lvoire, the European
Union, Germany, Ghana, Honduras, India, Kenya, and the Philippines. Representatives from the
following organizationsalso took part in the meetingas observers: Global Industry Coalition, EcoNexus,
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and Universidad Cat6lica del Uruguay. Experts invited from Belize, Fiji, and
Jamaica were unable to attend.

3. The meetingwas convened in accordance with section E of the Modalities of Operation of the
Biosafety Clearing-House (annex to decision BS-1/3 of the Conference of the Parties serving as the
meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol) which mandates the Executive Secretary to seek
guidance from the BCH-1AC with respect to technical issues associated with the ongoing development of
the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH).

4. The meeting was opened by a representative of the Convention on Biological Diversity,

Mr. Giovanni Ferraiolo. He emphasized the importance of the BCH and the work of the BCH-1AC to the
overall development of the BCH to date. He further expressed his appreciation to the BCH-1AC for its

work.

5. Mr. Joachim Kreysa from the Joint Research Centre of the European Commission was elected as
Chairperson of the meeting.

6. The meetingadoptedthe provisional agenda (UNEP/CBD/BS/BCH-1AC/9/1) as itemized below:

(a) Latest developments in the Biosafety Clearing-House and ongoing projects;

r a C-Neutral UN, this document is printedin limited numbers. Delegates are kindly requested to bring their copies to meeting

n order to minimize the environmental impacts ofthe Secretariat’s processes, and to contribute to the Secretary-General’s initiativ
nd not to request additional copies.




UNEP/CBD/BSBCH-IAC/9/2
Page 2

(b) Review of the conclusions and recommendations of the eighth meeting of the Informal
Advisory Committee on the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH-1AC);

() Status update regarding collaboration with the UNEP -GEF Biosafety Clearing-House
Capacity-Building Project;

(d) Recommendationstothe seventh meeting of the Conferenceof the Parties serving as the
meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

7. The following presentations were made:

. Mr. Giovanni Ferraiolo, Programme Officer in charge of the BCH at the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD), presented the following: (a) an overview of the main
improvements introducedto the BCH since the IAC last met online in April 2013; (b) the ongoing use of
the BCH by means of a Google analytics report; (c) the integration of data from the BiotradeStatus
database into the BCH; andd) areview of the implementation of the conclusions and recommendations of
the eighth meeting of the BCH-1AC.

. Mr. Philippe Leblond, Computer Information Systems Officer, SCBD, presented an
overview on the ongoing integration of the BCH into the broader clearing-house mechanism of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CHM).

. Mr Andrew Bowers, Programme Assistant, SCBD, gave an overviewon the status of the
completeness of records in the BCH.

. Mr. Ernesto Ocampo, consultant to the BCH, of the Universidad Catélica del Uruguay,
gave a presentation on the BCH e-learning training modules which are under development;

. Ms. lleana Catalina Lopez, Project Manager of the UNEP-GEF ‘Project for Continued
Enhancement of Building Capacity for Effective Participationin the Biosafety Clearing-House’ at UNEP-
DELC, gave apresentationon the final assessment of the project results as well as on the status of the
UNEP submission of anew project to GEF for the provision of capacity-buildingto all remaining eligible
countries;

. Mr. Peter Kearns, of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), provided an update on the status of the OECD BioTrack Product Database and on the ongoing
discussion on the extension of the OECD Guidance for the designation of Unique Identifiersto transgenic
organisms other than plants.

1. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

8. After the three days of deliberations, the Informal Advisory Committee agreed on the following
conclusionsand recommendations, attached hereto as annex I, for consideration in the implementation of
the programme of work for the Biosafety Clearing-House. Annex |1 to this report contains the list of
participants in the meeting.

9. The meetingalso agreedthat the Secretariat would present a draft report of the meeting by e-mail
to all members for their comments prior to its final publication.

10. The meetingclosedat 12.45p.m. on Friday, 4 April 2014, after the Chairperson had expressed
his appreciation to all the participants for their inputs.
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Annex |

CONCLUSIONS AND RECO MMENDATIONS OF THE INFORMAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
ON THEBIOSAFETY CLEARING-HOUSEAT ITS NINTH MEETING

The Informal Advisory Committee of the Biosafety Clearing-House
1. Expresses its appreciation to the Joint Research Centre (JRC) of the European
Commission for hosting the ninth meeting of the informal advisory committee of the Biosafety
Clearing-House (BCH-I1AC);
2. Commends the Secretariat for improving the overall performance of the BCH;

3. Recommends that the Secretariat:

(a) Take action onthe remaining recommendations from previous meetings of the BCH-
IAC;

(b) Produce a report, derived from BCH data and Google Analytics, on an annual basis,
and enables the BCH to record the following items:

(1) The number and categories of users who sign in to the BCH when they visit the
website;

(i) The number of users who have signed into the BCH with their registered email
address and password at least once over a given period;

(iii)  The categories of information that are visited by BCH users;
(c) Request information on user categories, frequency of user visits, feedback from users
on quality and accessibility in order to better identify the current BCH large user community in accordance

with decision BS-VI/2 on the collection of feedback from Parties, other Governments and relevant
organizations;

(d) Facilitate the submission of new records by allowing for record duplication and over-
writing;

(e) Improve theoverall accessibility of retrieving information on the BCH, in particular by:
(1) Improving both the top horizontal bar and left-hand menu;
(i) Using an auto-complete function on all drop-down lists;

(i) Implement a simplified search interface which facilitates advanced searches,
taking into consideration new users;

() Improve the layout of the LMO decision page, in particular by:

() Clearly distinguishing between different data sets, such as those between
Biotradestatus and the BCH (e.g. by enhancingvisual distinction, using different
icon sets for the two databases and introducing linksand a short text thatinforms
the user on the difference between data sets);
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(i) Introducing the option of sorting/filtering decisions by specific target categories;

(9) Introduce the search-ability and display of different results of decision (e.g. approval
without conditions, approval with conditions, prohibition);

h Add to the country profile pagesa list of decisions formatted in a similar way to those
found on the LMO decision pages;

(i) Improve cooperation with key institutions maintaining LMO databases (and in
particular with the FAQ) in order to reduce the needfor countriesto duplicate the registration of records;

1)) Confirm to the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (COP-MOP), the BCH-IAC recommendation to have two meetings
during the inter-sessional period between the COP-MOPs; one in the online format in the first year
followed by one face-to-face in the following year;

(k) Make available from the BCH short and easy to understand introductory presentations
about the BCH that can be used by BCH-NFPs for further dissemination to national stakeholders and
targeted audiences;

U] Further promote the BCH use and engages National Focal Points in the sharing of
material on public participation/awareness and promoting stakeholder participation to public fora;

(m) Urge OECD to deliberate, at its earliest convenience, on unique identifiers of living
modifiedanimalsand micro-organisms; in the cases of LMOs submissions not yet included in the OECD
guidelines, the BCH-1AC invites the Secretariat to adopt interim solutions;

(n) Promote complementarity between the BCH network of laboratories and the existing
collaborating JRC networks for detection of LMOs.

The BCH-IAC confirms that the BCH has developed into a solid information base on LMOs and now
needs to focus its attention on:

o Quality and completeness of information;
o Interoperability with other databases (e.g. FAO, JRC, OECD, Biotradestatus); and

e Reaching wider audience (e.g. by providing small, “sound bites” of information which are
useful and interesting to non-experts) supported by a user-friendly interface.

The Informal Advisory Committee of the Biosafety Clearing-House expressesits full support for the BCH
I11 Project being undertaken by the UNEP-GEF aswell as the BCH e-learninginitiative undertaken by the
Secretariat.
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Annex |1

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

A

Ms. Elena Makeyeva

Deputy Head

National Co-ordination Biosafety Centre

InstituteofGenetics and Cytology, National

Academy of Sciences ofBelarus

27 Akademicheskaya street

Minsk 220072

Belarus

Tel +375 17 284 0297

Fax: +375 17 284 1917

E-Mail:  e.makeyeva@igc.bas-netby,
biosafety.by@gmail.com

Mr. Gutemberg Delfino Sousa

Technical Assistant

National Biosafety Commission

Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation
Esplanada dos Ministerios

Bloco E

Brasilia

Brazil

Tel.: +61 34115087

Fax: +61 3317 7475

E-Mail:  gutemberg.sousa@mct.gov.br,

Mr. Joachim Kreysa

Head ofUnit

European Commission- Directorate-General Joint
Research Centre Molecular Biology & Genetics
European Reference Laboratory for GM Food & Feed
(EURL-GMFF)

Via Enrico Fermi 2749

Ispra (VA) 1-21027

Italy
Tel.: +39-0332-786735
E-Mail: Joachim.Kreysa@ ec.europa.eu

Ms. Maddalena Querci
Joint Research Centre
European Commission

TP 331

Ispra(Va) 121020

Italy

Tel.: +39 0332 78 9308

Fax: +39 0332 78 5483
E-Mail: maddalena.querci@jrc.it

Prof Dorington Ogoyi

Director

Technical Division

National Biosafety Authority

Commission for Higher Education Campus

Experts

5.

Dr. JoachimBendiek

Head ofUnit 405

Genetic Engineering

Federal Office of Consumer Protectionand Food Safety
Mauerstrasse 39-42

Berlin D-10117

Germany

Tel.: +49 30 18444-40500

Fax: +49 30 18444-40099

E-Mail: 405@bvl.bund.de
joachim.bendiek@bvl.bund.de

Mr. Eric Amaning Okoree

Deputy Director (Biodiversity & Biosafety Issues)
Environment Department

Ministry of Environment, Science Technology and
Innovation

P.O0.BoxM232

Accra, Greater Accra Region 233
Ghana

Tel.: +233 208163038

Fax: +233 30688 913/688663
E-Mail: eriokor@ yahoo.com,

eric.okoree@gmail.com

Mr. Carlos Alberto Almendares Ordéfiez

Jefe de Departamento de Certificacion de Semillas

Departamento de Certificacion de Semillas, Servicio

Nacional de Sanidad Agropecuaria (SENASA)

Secretaria de Agriculturay Ganaderia

Ave. laFAO - Colonia Loma Linda Norte

Bulevard Miraflores

Tegucigalpa

Honduras

Tel.: +504 222397270

Fax: +504 22326213

E-Mail: calmendares81@ yahoo.com,
calmendarez@ senasa-sag.gob.hn

Ms. Ranjini Warrier

Director

Biodiversity Conservation Division

Ministry of Environment and Forests

Paryavaran Bhawan, C.G.O. Complex, Lodhi Road
New Delhi 110003

India

Tel.: +91 11 2436 3964

Fax: +91 11 2436 3964

E-Mail:  warrier@nic.in ranjiniw@yahoo.com

Redhill Rd. OffLimuru Road - Gigiri, P.O. Box

28251

Nairobi 00100

Kenya

Tel.: +254 72 1353772
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E-Mail: dogoyi@biosafetykenya.qgo.ke,
oolwanda@biosafety.qgo.ke
10. Ms. Julieta Fe Estacio

11.

12.

13.

Project Development Officer 1V; Head Secretariat
Department of Science and Technology

National Committee on Biosafety ofthe Philippines
General Santos Avenue, Bicutan

Taguig City Metro Manila 1630

Philippines

Tel.: +632 837 2930

Fax: +632 837 2943

E-Mail:  estaciojulietafe@gmail.com,

zen0555@ yahoo.com

Mr. Gninancréban Augustin Kone

Sous-Directeur

Commission Nationale du Développement Durable
Ministere de I'Environnement, de la Salubrite Urbaine
et du Developpment Durable

Plateau, cité administrative

04 BP 394

Abidjan 04

Coted'lvoire

Tel.: +2252021 0598

Fax: +2252021 3389
E-Mail:  augustinkone@yahoo.fr

Ms. lleana Lopez

Project Manager

Divisionof Environmental Law and Conventions
(DELC)

United Nations Environment Programme
P.0.Box30552

Nairobi 00100

Kenya

Tel.: +254 207625017

Fax: +254 207624300
E-Mail: lleana.Lopez@ unep.org ,

icathylopez@ gmail.com
Web: http://www.unep.org

Dr. Peter Kearns

Principal Administrator

ENV/EHS

Organization for Economic Co-operationand
Development

2,rue André Pascal

Paris 75775 Cedex 16

France

Tel.: +331452416 77

Fax: +33145241675
E-Mail: peter.kearns@ oecd.org

Web: http://www.oecd.org

Observers

14.

15.

Ms. Antje Lorch

Project Manager

EcoNexus

P.O.B0ox 1455

Oxford OX4 9BS

United KingdomofGreat Britain and Northern Ireland

Tel.: +44 1865 725194
E-Mail: lorch@ifrik.or
Web: http://www.econexus.info

Ms. Esmeralda Prat
Global Biosafety Manager
Regulatory Affairs

Bayer Cropscience

c/o Bayer Cropscience
Technologiepark 38

Gent B-9052

Belgium

Tel.: +32 9 335 2341

Fax: +32 93830200

E-Mail: esmeralda.prat@ bayer.com
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Mr. Ernesto Ocampo

Professor

Universidad Catdlica del Uruguay
Avda 8 de Octubre 2801
Montevideo 11600

Mr. Stéphane Bilodeau

Programme Assistant

Biosafety

Secretariat ofthe Convention on Biological Diversity
413, Saint-Jacques Street W.

Suite 800

Montreal Quebec

Canada

Tel.: +1.514.288.2220

E-Mail:  stephane.bilodeau@chd.int
Web: www.cbd.int

Mr. Andrew Bowers
Secretariat ofthe Convention on Biological Diversity
413, Saint-Jacques Street W.

Suite 800

Montreal Quebec

Canada

Tel.: +514 287 7021

E-Mail:  andrew.bowers@cbd.int
Web: www.cbd.int

Mr. Giovanni Ferraiolo

Programme Officer, Biosafety Clearing-House
Biosafety Division

Secretariat ofthe Convention on Biological Diversity
413, Saint-Jacques Street W.

Suite 800

Montreal Quebec

Canada

Tel.: +1514 287 7029

Fax: +1 514 288 6588

E-Mail:  giovanni.ferraiolo@chbd.int
Web: www.cbd.int

Mr. Philippe Leblond

Computer Information Systems Officer

Biosafety

Secretariat ofthe Convention on Biological Diversity
413, Saint-Jacques Street W.

Suite 800

Montreal Quebec

Canada

Tel.: +1514 287 8717
Fax: +1514 288 6588

E-Mail: philippeleblond@cbd.int
Web: www.cbd.int

SCBD
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Tel.: +598 93709347
E-Mail:  ernesto@qgualisyss.com,

eocampo@ucu.edu.uy
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