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Item 2.2 of the provisional agenda*
ADOPTION OF the AGENDA

Annotated provisional agenda

INTRODUCTION

1. At its first meeting, held from 11 to 15 December 2000, in Montpellier, France, the Intergovernmental Committee for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (ICCP) adopted a number of recommendations pertaining to the issues before it.  On the question of capacity building, the ICCP invited the Executive Secretary to convene in collaboration with UNEP an open-ended expert meeting to further develop proposals on the implementation of capacity-building provisions of the Protocol for consideration by the Committee at its second meeting, to be held in October 2001.

2. Accordingly, and following the offer made by the Government of Cuba to host the meeting, the Open-ended Expert Meeting on Capacity-Building for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety will be held from 11 to 13 July 2001, at the Palacio de las Convenciones in Havana.  Registration of participants will take place at the venue of the meeting from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 10 July 2001, and will continue from 8 a.m. the following day.

3. A list of documents for the meeting is provided in annex I below.  In addition to normal distribution, documents are available on the Secretariat’s website at http://www.biodiv.org. 

Item 1.
Opening of the meeting

4. The meeting will be opened by the Chair of the ICCP, Ambassador Philemon Yang (Cameroon), at 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 11 July 2001.  Other opening and welcoming remarks will be made by, among others, representatives of the host country, the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Global Environment Facility (GEF).

Item 2.
Organizational matters:

2.1.
Officers

5. The Bureau of the ICCP will serve as the Bureau for the meeting.  The Chair of the ICCP may, however, nominate a representative of the host country to chair the meeting.

2.2.
Adoption of the agenda

6. The Open-ended Expert Meeting on Capacity-Building for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety may wish to adopt its agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda (UNEP/CBD/BS/EM-CB/1/1) prepared by the Executive Secretary after consultation with the ICCP Bureau, and taking into account various observations that were made during the first meeting of the ICCP and the resulting decisions and requests of the ICCP on ways and means to encourage inputs that would enhance and further the discussion on the issue of capacity-building for the implementation of the Protocol.

2.3.
Organization of work

7. The Open-ended Expert Meeting may wish to consider the proposed organization of work as contained in annex II below, which provides for the meeting to be conducted entirely in plenary session.  The Executive Secretary prepared this proposal after consultation with the Bureau with a view to assisting the Open-ended Expert Meeting fulfil its mandate within the three days available for the meeting. However, the Meeting may wish to consider setting up contact groups or drafting groups as the need arises, in order to further develop the discussions conducted in plenary on specific issues and present the plenary with draft recommendations for its consideration.

8. The meeting will operate on the basis of two sessions per day with simultaneous interpretation into the six working languages, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Should the meeting wish to establish contact groups, these will work without interpretation.

ITEM 3.
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY SUMMARIZING INFORMATION RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE ON CAPACITY-BUILDING

9. At its first meeting, the ICCP invited Governments as well as non-governmental, private-sector and scientific organizations to submit to the Secretariat before March 2001 information regarding capacity-building needs, priorities and existing initiatives as well as suggestions on capacity building for the implementation of the Protocol.  In this regard, the ICCP requested the Secretariat to develop a questionnaire to facilitate the submission of information.

10. The Executive Secretary developed the questionnaire and forwarded it to all national focal points and to relevant organizations on 12 January 2001.  A number of Governments and some organizations responded to the questionnaire and submitted information to the Secretariat on their needs, priorities and other suggestions on capacity-building for the implementation of the Protocol.

11. The note by the Executive Secretary prepared under this item (UNEP/CBD/BSP/EMCB/1/2) summarizes the information received by the Secretariat as of 30 April 2001, to assist the Expert Meeting in its deliberations on capacity-building priorities for the implementation of the Protocol.

Item 4. 
PRESENTation of on-going initiatives on capacity-building for the implementation of the cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

12. Under this item, following a recommendation of the ICCP Bureau, a number of relevant public, private, non-governmental and intergovernmental organizations currently involved in initiatives relating to capacity-building in biosafety have been invited to make presentations to the plenary on their activities. It was the view of the Bureau that this arrangement would help highlighting the synergies and complementarities among various initiatives and assist the Expert Meeting in its task of further developing proposals for implementation of capacity-building provisions of the Protocol.

Item 5:
In-depth consideration of capacity-building requirements for some priority issues identified by governments

13. On the basis of the analysis of the responses to the questionnaire on capacity-building mentioned in paragraph 10 above, the Meeting may wish to identify priority issues from among those priorities highlighted by Governments for capacity building in order to prepare for the entry into force of the Protocol and its subsequent implementation.  In this regard, the Meeting may also wish to take into account the priorities identified by the African region as contained in the report of the African Regional Meeting on the Biosafety Clearing-House and the Clearing-House Mechanism of the Convention on Biological Diversity, which will be available for information purposes (UNEP/CBD/BCH/Afr.Reg/1/2), as well as those contained in the information document submitted by India (UNEP/CBD/BS/EM-CB/1/INF/1).  Three main areas have generally been highlighted in the vast majority of submissions received by the Secretariat, namely:  

(a) Creation and/or strengthening of institutions; 

(b) Development of capacities to undertake risk assessment and risk management; and

(c) Development of legal and regulatory structures for living modified organisms.

Item 6.
Approaches, options and strategies to effect capacity-building for priority issues identified by governments.

14. In considering item 6 of the agenda, the Expert Meeting may wish to propose approaches, options and strategies to effect capacity building for the priority issues identified by Governments.  The Meeting may be guided by the proposals that were made in the note prepared by the Executive Secretary for the first meeting of ICCP (UNEP/CBD/ICCP/1/4, section VI, paras. 19-54) with a view to making recommendations for consideration by the ICCP at its second meeting on key elements of capacity-building, and modalities and strategies to effect them.

Item 7.
Other matters

15. Under this item, participants may wish to consider any other matter of relevance raised by participants.

Item 8
Adoption of the report

16. The Meeting will consider and adopt its report on the basis of its draft report to be prepared and presented by the Rapporteur.

Item 9.
Closure of the meeting

17. The meeting is expected to be closed on Friday, 13 July 2001, at 6 p.m.

Annex I

Provisional Organization of Work for the OPEN-ENDED EXPERT MEETING ON CAPACITY-BUILDING FOR THE CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON BIOSAFETY 

	
	Plenary

	Wednesday

11 July 2001 

10 a.m. to 11 a.m.
	Agenda item:

1.
Opening of the meeting.

	11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
	Agenda items:

2.
Organizational matters:

 2.1. 
Officers;

2.2. 
Adoption of the agenda;

2.3. 
Organization of work.

3. 
Report of the Executive Secretary summarizing information received in response to the questionnaire on capacity-building.  

4. 
Presentation of on-going initiatives on capacity-building for the implementation of the Biosafety Protocol.



	3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
	Continuation of agenda item 4.

	Thursday

12 July 2001

10 a.m. to 1 p.m.


	Agenda items:
5. 
In-depth consideration of capacity building requirements for priority issues identified by Governments.

6. 
Approaches, options and strategies to effect capacity building for priority issues identified by Governments.



	3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
	Continuation of agenda item 6.

	Friday

13 July 2001
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
	Agenda items:
7. 
Other matters.

8. 
Adoption of the report.

9. 
Closure of the meeting.

	and

3 p.m. to 6 p.m.
	


Annex II

List of Documents for the for the OPEN-ENDED EXPERT MEETING ON CAPACITY BUILDING FOR THE CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON BIOSAFETY

Symbol






Title
UNEP/CBD/BS/EM-CB/1/1
Provisional agenda

UNEP/CBD/BS/EM-CB/1/1/Add.1
Annotations to the provisional agenda

UNEP/CBD/BS/EM-CB/1/1/2
Report of the Executive Secretary summarizing information received in response to the questionnaire on capacity building

UNEP/CBD/BS/EM-CB/1/INF/1
Capacity building needs:  submission by India

UNEP/CBD/ICCP/1/4
Indicative framework for capacity building under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety:  note by the Executive Secretary*
UNEP/CBD/ICCP/1/INF/1
Biosafety capacity-building:  completed, ongoing and planned projects/programmes*
UNEP/CBD/BCH/Afr.Reg/1/2
Report of the African Regional Meeting on the Biosafety Clearing‑House and the Clearing-House Mechanism, Nairobi, 26-28 February 2001

-----







*	UNEP/CBD/BS/EM-CB/1/1.


* 	Prepared for the first meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.
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