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REPORT of THE lIAISON GROUP Meeting ON CAPAcity-building FOR BIOSAFETY

i.
INTRODUCTION

1. The meeting of the Liaison Group on Capacity-Building for Biosafety met in Montreal from 27 to 28 January 2005.  

2. The meeting was attended by 15 participants. The list of participants is contained in an Annex to this report (Annex II). 

3. The meeting was convened by the Executive Secretary, in accordance with decision BS-I/5 regarding the Coordination Mechanism for the Implementation of the Action Plan on Building Capacities for the Effective Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, which was adopted by the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol at its first meeting (Decision BS-I/5, Annex IV). 

4. The Liaison Group is one of the five elements of the Coordination Mechanism, and its meetings are aimed at providing expert advice to the Executive Secretary on ways and means to enhance the coordination and effective implementation of the Action Plan for Building Capacities for the Effective Implementation of the Biosafety Protocol.
 
5. The meeting elected Desmond Mahon (Canada) to serve as its Chairperson, and Charles Mugoya (Uganda) to serve as Rapporteur. 
6. The meeting adopted the provisional agenda provided in document UNEP/CBD/BS/LG-CB/2/1. The following main items were discussed by the meeting: 

(a) Consideration of the terms of reference of the Liaison Group and its modalities of operation

(b) Review of the draft report on implementation of the Coordination Mechanism

(c) Measures to enhance the coordination and implementation of the Action Plan for Building Capacities for the Effective Implementation of the Protocol

(d) Elements of the draft terms of reference for the comprehensive review of the Action Plan for Building Capacities for the Effective Implementation of the Protocol

7. The meeting considered and adopted terms of reference for the Liaison Group and its modalities of operation as annexed to this report (Annex I). 
II.
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
8. The meeting agreed on the following main conclusions and recommendations:

A. Implementation of the Coordination Mechanism

9. Recognizing that lack of information and the variable quality of that information in the Biosafety Clearing-House (BCH) is an impediment to implementation of the Coordination Mechanism, the liaison group noted that the effectiveness of the Coordination Mechanism depends on provision of information to the BCH databases, in particular on the needs of countries. In this regard, the group recommended that the Executive Secretary consider: 
Enhancement of Information-Gathering

(a) Gathering information from countries, for example through use of a questionnaire, to determine the extent to which the common formats for the BCH databases and language are limiting the provision of information to the BCH;

(b) Emphasizing to governments that provision of information to the BCH databases will benefit the overall objective of capacity-building, through assisting donors and organizations providing assistance to tailor their initiatives to actual needs;

(c) Inviting national and international organizations involved in biosafety capacity-building such as UNEP-GEF that have in-country infrastructure to assist countries in providing information to the BCH;

(d) Establishing clear deadlines for countries to provide particular types of information to the BCH, in order to encourage countries not to postpone provision of information; and 

(e) Providing an opportunity for countries to provide information to the BCH at COP/MOP meetings, and informing governments in advance that they bring the necessary information in order to take advantage of such opportunities.

Outcomes of the Coordination Meeting for Academic Institutions

(f) Implementing the recommendations of the October 2004 meeting of academic institutions, and in particular to consider making available the compendium of biosafety training and education programs on the BCH, and inviting governments and institutions to identify other institutions offering biosafety courses that could be encouraged to submit information to the BCH; and

(g) Analyzing use of the BCH databases as a means to relate what capacity assistance needs are being searched for, relative to the capacity-building initiatives that are available, and making that information available to donors, implementers, recipients, and the Coordination meetings.

B. Measures to Enhance the Coordination and Implementation of the Action Plan for Building Capacities for the Effective Implementation of the Protocol

10. Regarding enhanced coordination and implementation of the Action Plan, the Liaison Group recommended that the Executive Secretary consider: 
(a) Liaising with regional and sub-regional institutions to invite them to contribute to regional and sub-regional level capacity-building for biosafety, and facilitating the participation of relevant institutions in the Coordination Mechanism.

(b) Inviting the next Coordination Meeting to consider the need for and means to facilitate interaction between donors, implementers of capacity-building initiatives, and recipients, with a view to promoting coordination in the design of initiatives.

D. Terms of reference for the comprehensive review of the Action Plan for Building Capacities for the Effective Implementation of the Protocol

11. The Liaison Group noted that the Action Plan was formulated before capacity needs were well understood, and emphasized the importance of the review. The group agreed with the objectives and main components as outlined in the terms of reference. 

Process for Collecting Information During the Review

12. The Liaison Group recommended that the review be based primarily on information provided by countries, and recommended that a questionnaire be a key tool to gather that information. 

13. Regarding the design of the questionnaire, the Liaison Group recommended that 

(a) The Executive Secretary use the Liaison Group to assist in its preparation

(b) The questionnaire be designed in a way that elicits the appropriate information from recipients, donors and/or implementers of capacity-building initiatives, in particular information on country priorities and on identified gaps;

(c) The questionnaire be easily accessible and simple to complete, for example through the use of check-boxes and yes/no questions, and should make use of the existing indicators for monitoring implementation of the Action Plan 

14. The Liaison Group recommended that the review takes into account relevant information from external sources such as the results of the GEF evaluation of its activities under the GEF Initial Strategy on Biosafety, any information arising from the Coordination Mechanism, and the strategic plans of countries for capacity-building in biosafety prioritizing the needs for capacity building activities in the different components of the national biosafety framework, if available.

Facilitating Provision of Information

15. The Liaison Group recommended that in order to assist countries in responding to the questionnaire and to maximize the collection of information, the Executive Secretary could collaborate with national and international organizations and institutions which have in-country contacts and infrastructure, such as the UNEP-GEF projects;

Outcome of the review

16. The Liaison Group recommended that the main outcome of the review be development of strategic recommendations, based on identification of gaps and priorities for countries with respect to capacity-building needs for implementation of the Protocol, to be taken into account in the possible revision of the Action Plan in order to enhance the effectiveness, efficiency, timeliness and sustainability of capacity-building measures.

17. Depending on the outcome of the review, the Liaison Group recommended that the Executive Secretary consider developing a draft revised Action Plan for consideration by the COP-MOP at its third meeting.

18. The Liaison Group offered to review the strategic recommendations with a view to providing advice to the Executive Secretary regarding implications for potential revision of the Action Plan.

ANNEX I

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE LIAISON GROUP ON CAPACITY-BUILDING FOR BIOSAFETY AND ITS MODALITIES OF OPERATION
Mandate

19. The overall mandate of the Liaison Group as stated in decision BS-I/5 is to provide expert advice to the Executive Secretary on ways and means to enhance the coordination and effective implementation of the Action Plan for Building Capacities for the Effective Implementation of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety. Some of its tasks specified in the decision include: exchanging ideas and providing advice on overall strategic approaches as well as conceptual and possible practical operational measures for enhancing coordination of the capacity-building initiatives.

20. The Liaison Group on Capacity-building for Biosafety will be expected to undertake, inter alia, the following tasks, within its overall mandate and upon request by the Executive Secretary:

(a) Provide advice on conceptual frameworks and practical measures to enhance coordination and cooperation in building capacities for the effective implementation of the Protocol, including clarification of relevant technical issues and terminology;

(b) Identify and advise the Executive Secretary on available relevant scientific, technical and other information to ensure its use, as appropriate, in the preparation of documentation on capacity-building for relevant meetings under the Protocol;

(c) Peer-review, as necessary, relevant pre-session documents related to capacity-building;

(d) Assist the Executive Secretary, when necessary, in implementing specific capacity-building activities requested by the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of Parties to the Protocol;
(e) Review the development and implementation of other elements of the Coordination Mechanism and provide, as appropriate, feedback and advice to the Executive Secretary on possible improvements;

(f) Advise the Executive Secretary in developing tools and guidance to assist Parties and other Governments to assess their capacity-building needs;

(g) Assist in identifying opportunities for advancing capacity-building efforts for the effective implementation of the Protocol and for fostering coordination and cooperation; 

(h) Propose ways and means to assist Parties in identifying and mobilizing the necessary financial, technical and other resources for building capacities to implement the Protocol;

(i) Perform any other relevant tasks as may be requested by the Executive Secretary in accordance with the decisions of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of Parties to the Protocol for the purpose of promoting and advancing capacity-building initiatives for the effective implementation of the Protocol.

Modalities of Operation

21. In accordance with decision BS I/5, the Liaison Group will be convened by, and will report to, the Executive Secretary. The normal operating procedures would allow for at least one face-to-face meeting per year. However the Executive Secretary may convene more meetings when a need arises for advice on specific capacity-building issues related to the coordination and effective implementation of the capacity-building Action Plan, subject to availability of funding. Each meeting will typically last no more than two days.

22. The Liaison Group will operate through face-to-face meetings and also through electronic means, including teleconferences, e-mail or e-discussion forums. A restricted website for the Liaison Group will be established to facilitate on-line discussions and minimize on the need for face-to-face meetings.
23. Each meeting of the Liaison Group will elect its Chair and Rapporteur from among the participants present. The Chair will be responsible for conveying the report of the meeting to the Executive Secretary.  The Chair will also be responsible for mobilizing input from other members of the Liaison Group in cases of agreed follow-up activities and for moderating discussions that may be held via e-mail and other electronic means.

24. The composition of the Liaison Group will vary according to the expertise required to address a specific issue or issues. Participants will be selected on the basis of their demonstrated expertise and will serve in their individual capacity and not as representatives of their respective Governments or organizations. The Executive Secretary will endeavor to ensure a balanced geographical distribution between regions, and a fair representation of relevant stakeholders. Every effort will be made to ensure that any one meeting of the Liaison Group includes some of the participants that attended the previous meetings in order to maintain some degree of continuity and institutional memory.
ANNEX II

list of participants

1. Mr. Jairon Alcir do Nascimento

Coordinator General

National Technical Biosafety Committee

Executive Secretariat, SPO Area 5 Qd.

03 Bloco B, 1* Andar, Salas 8-10

Brasilia DF 70610-200

Brazil

Tel.: +55 61 411 5516

Fax: +55 61 317 7475

E-Mail: jalcir@mct.gov.br
2. Mr. Christopher Briggs


Global Programme Manager


UNEP/GEF


United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
15 Chemin des Anemones
Chatelaine
Geneva CH-1219
Switzerland
Tel.: 
+41 22 917 8411
Fax: 
+41 22 917 8070
E-Mail: chris.briggs@unep.ch
3. Mr. Wang Jie

Senior Programme Officer, Biosafety Management Officer

CBD and Biosafety Office, Department of Nature and Ecological Protection

State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA)

115 Xizhimennei, Nanxiaojie

Beijing 100035

China

Tel.: +86 10 671 17 664

Fax: +86 10 671 33 967

E-Mail: wang.jie@sepa.gov.cn
4. Ms. Sarah Lukie


Global Industry Coalition


1900 K Street NW


Washington D. C. 20009 


United States of America


Tel.: 
+1 202 496 7173


Fax: 
+1 202 496 7756


E-Mail: slukie@mckennalong.com

5. Mr. Desmond Mahon
Director


National Focal Point, Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety


Environment Canada


Place Vincent Massey


351 St. Joseph Blvd, 16th floor


Hull, PQ K1A 0H3


Canada


Tel.: 
+1 819 997 3181
Fax: 
+1 819 953 7682


E-Mail: des.mahon@ec.gc.ca
6. Mr. Hartmut Meyer


Biosafety Consultant


Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ)


Dag Hammarskjold Weg 1-5


Postfach 5180


Eschborn 65726


Germany
Tel.: +49 6196 79 1363/79 7403


Fax:  +49 6196 79 6190


E-Mail: hmeyer@ngi.de
7. Mr. Charles Francis Mugoya
Regional Coordinator

ASARECA Biotechnology and Biosafety Programme
Plot 5, Mpigi Road, P.O. Box 765
Entebbe, Uganda
Tel.: 
+256 41 322 126
Fax: 
+256 41 322 593
E-Mail: mugoyac@yahoo.com, c.mugoya@asareca.org; biotech@asareca.org
8. Mr. François Pythoud

Senior Scientific Adviser
Section Biotechnologie et Flux de substances
Office fédéral de l'environnement, des forêts et du paysage 
CH-3003 Berne 
Switzerland
Tel.: 
+41 31 322 93 95
Fax: 
+41 31 324 79 78
E-Mail: francois.pythoud@buwal.admin.ch



9. Mr. S.R. Rao
Director, Department of Biotechnology
Ministry of Science and Technology
Block-2, C.G.O Complex, 7th Floor, Lodi Road
CGO Complex, Lodi Road
New Delhi 110-003
India
Tel.: 
+91 11 233 16 766/243 60 295
Fax: 
+91 11 233 16 745
E-Mail: srrao@dbt.nic.in;   srraodbt@indiatimes.com
10. Mr. Andrea Sonnino
Senior Agricultural Research Officer


Research and Technology Development Service, Research, 


Extension and Training Division


Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)


Viale delle Terme di Caracalla


Rome 00100


Italy


Tel.: 
+39 06 5705 5499


Fax: 
+39 06 5705 5731


E-Mail: andrea.sonnino@fao.org


11. Mr. Mark Tepfer

Scientific Coordinator

International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology
ICGEB Biosafety Outstation

Editor-in-Chief, 

Environmental Biosafety Research

Via Piovega 23

Ca’Tron di Roncade, 

Treviso, 

Italia

Tel.: +39 0422 789 708

Fax:  +39 0422 789 730

E-Mail:Mark.Tepfer@icgeb.org; ebr@icgeb.org
12. Ms. Paz Valiente


Global Environment Facility (GEF)


1818 H Street, N.W.


Washington DC 20433


United States of America


Tel.: +1 202 458 8863

Fax:  +1 202 522 3240/3245

E-Mail: pvaliente@TheGEF.org



13. Mr. Piet van der Meer


HORIZONS Sprl.

Foundation Public Research and Regulations


C/o Rue de Fichermont 15


Lasne B-1380


Belgium
Tel.: 
+32 2 652 1240


Fax: 
+32 2 652 3570


E-Mail: piet.vandermeer@cs.com
14. Mr. Chris Viljoen


Senior Lecturer


GMO Testing Facility

Department of Plant Sciences

Faculty of Natural and Agricultural 
Sciences


University of the Free State


P.O. Box 339


Bloemfontein 9300


South Africa
Tel.: 
+27 051 401 2776


Fax: 
+27 051 448 8772


E-Mail: viljoecd.sci@mail.uovs.ac.za


15. Ms. Stacey Wells-Moultrie
Assistant Geologist
The Bahamas Environment Science and Technology Commission (BEST)
Nassau Court
P.O. Box N 3730
Nassau 
Bahamas
Tel.: 
+242 322 2576
Fax: 
+242 326 3509
E-Mail: bestnbs@hotmail.com; smoultrie@best.bs
Observer:

Mr. Jan Husby
Senior Advisor


United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Division of Environmental Conventions (DEC)


P.O. Box 30552 Gigiri


Nairobi, Kenya


Tel.: 
+254 20 62 3432

E-Mail: jan.husby@dirnat.no; jan.husby@unep.org
-----

� The five elements of the Coordination Mechanism are: the capacity-building Liaison Group, the biosafety capacity-building databases, the information-sharing and networking mechanism, coordination meetings and workshops, and the reporting mechanism (reference COP-MOP Decision BS-I/5).
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