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CAPACITY-BUILDING FOR BIOSAFETY

l. INTRODUCTION

1. The seventh meeting of the Liaison Group on Capacity-Building for Biosafety was held in Siem
Reap, Cambodia, on 4-5 February 2010. It was attended by 21 participants from 15 countries and four
organizations.

2. The countries represented were: Austria, Cambodia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czech Republic, Egypt,
Germany, India, Liberia, Mexico, Moldova, Namibia, Norway, Serbia, and Viet Nam.

3. The organizations represented were: ECOROPA, Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (IICA), United Nations Environment Programme-Global Environment Facility (UNEP/GEF)
and Universidad Nacional Agraria La Molina.

4. The full list of participants is contained in annex Il to this report.
1. PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING
ITEM1.  OPENING OF THE MEETING

5. The meeting was opened by Mr. Charles Gbedemah on behalf of the Executive Secretary of the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). Mr. Gbedemah welcomed the participants and thanked the
Government of Cambodia for hosting the meeting. Mr. Gbedemah noted that the fourth meeting of the
Parties requested the Executive Secretary to develop a sound methodological approach to contribute to
the second assessment and review of the Protocol and also prepare a draft strategic plan for the Protocol
and a draft programme of work on public awareness, education and participation on the basis of
submissions by Parties and relevant organizations. The drafts would be considered at the fifth meeting of
the Parties. He expressed hope that the Liaison Group would critically review and provide concrete
comments on the drafts prepared by the Secretariat.
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ITEM2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

6. After the opening session, the participants elected Mr. Jan Husby (Norway) to serve as Chair and
Ms. Martha Kandawa-Schulz (Namibia) as Rapporteur.

7. The meeting then adopted following the agenda on the basis of the provisional agenda
(UNEP/CBD/BS/LG-CB/7/1) which was proposed by the Executive Secretary:

1. Opening of the meeting.

2. Organizational matters:
2.1. Election of officers;
2.2.  Adoption of the agenda;
2.3. Organization of work.
3. Issues for in-depth consideration:
3.1 Review of:
@ The draft Strategic Plan for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety; and
(b) The draft proposed framework for the second assessment and review

of the Protocol;

3.2 Consideration of the need to improve or retire some of the capacity-building
guidance, tools and mechanisms adopted in previous decisions of the Conference
of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol;

3.3 Review of the draft programme of work on public awareness, education and
participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified
organisms.

4, Other matters.
5. Conclusions and recommendations.
6. Closure of the meeting.

8. The participants also adopted organization of work for the meeting, as contained in annex | to
this report, based on the suggestions made by the Executive Secretary in the annotations
(UNEP/CBD/BS/LG-CB/7/1/Add.1). Due to time constraints, the participants agreed to focus on items
3.1 and 3.3 and defer agenda item 3.2 to the next meeting.

ITEM 3. ISSUES FOR IN-DEPTH CONSIDERATION

3.1. Review of: (a) the draft Strategic Plan for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety; and
(b) the draft proposed framework for the second assessment and review of the Protocol

9. Under agenda item 3.1 (a), participants reviewed the draft Strategic Plan for the Cartagena
Protocol on Biosafety which was prepared by the Executive Secretary on the basis of the submissions
from Parties and elements derived from the report of the evaluation of the Protocol, the first national
reports and decisions of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the
Protocol.
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10. After a brief general discussion in the plenary on the first day, three discussion groups were
established to consider and propose specific changes to the operational objectives, outcomes and
indicators under the five strategic objectives. The proposals from the three groups were then presented
and discussed in the plenary session on the second day. The proposed changes were incorporated into the
revised draft Strategic Plan for the Protocol contained in the advance pre-session document for the fifth
meeting of the Parties (UNEP/CBD/COP-MOP/5/16).

11. Under sub-item 3.1 (b), participants reviewed the draft proposed framework for the second
assessment and review of the Protocol. They noted that the proposed framework would impose tight
timelines on Parties and on the Secretariat or another entity that might be charged with compiling and
analysing relevant evaluation data from the second national reports for the second assessment and review
of the Protocol by the Parties at their sixth meeting, in 2012. The participants also reviewed the
indicators that might be utilized as the basis for the evaluation of the assessment and made
recommendations for their improvement. The proposed changes were incorporated in the advance pre-
session document for the fifth meeting of the Parties (UNEP/CBD/COP-MOP/5/15).

3.3.  Review of the draft programme of work on public awareness, education and
participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified
organisms

12. Under agenda item 3.3, the participants reviewed draft programme of work on public awareness,
education and participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms
that was prepared by the Secretariat. Three discussion groups were established to consider and propose
changes to the operational objectives, expected outcomes, suggested activities, timelines and the
responsible actors under the three programme elements on public awareness and education, public access
to information and public participation, respectively. The cross-cutting programme element on "capacity-
building for the promotion of public awareness, education and participation” was taken up in the plenary.

13. It was recommended that the programme of work should include indicators which would be used
to monitor progress with its implementation. The proposals from the three groups were then presented
and discussed in the plenary session on the second day. The proposed changes were directly incorporated
into the advance pre-session document for the fifth meeting of the Parties (UNEP/CBD/COP-MOP/5/13).

ITEM4. OTHER MATTERS

14. There were no other matters raised.
ITEM 5. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
15. The Liaison Group agreed on following conclusions and recommendations:

Draft Strategic Plan for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

@) The Executive Secretary was invited to consider the specific proposed changes to the
draft operational objectives, outcomes and indicators when preparing the final draft strategic plan for
consideration by the fifth meeting of the Parties.

Proposed framework for the second assessment and review of the Protocol
(b) In view of the tight timelines that the proposed framework will impose on Parties in

terms of submission of their second national reports and on the Secretariat or another entity that might be
charged with compiling and analysing relevant evaluation data from those reports for the second
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assessment and review of the Protocol by the Parties at their sixth meeting, in 2012, it was recommended
that the Bureau takes into account the proposed timing when scheduling the dates for the sixth meeting of
the Parties.

Review of the draft programme of work on public awareness, education and participation concerning the
safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms

(©) The Executive Secretary was invited to consider incorporating the specific changes
proposed by the Liaison Group into the final draft programme of work on public awareness, education
and participation to be submitted for consideration by the fifth meeting of the Parties.

(d) It was recommended that the Executive Secretary ensures coherence and consistency
between the aspects on public awareness, education and participation in the draft Strategic Plan of the
Protocol and the content in the programme of work on public awareness, education and participation
concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms.

ITEM 6. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING

16. At the last session of the meeting, the participants reviewed and adopted the draft report of the
meeting covering the proceedings of the first day and part of the last day. The Secretariat was requested
to incorporate the proceedings of the last day and send the draft report to all participants for comments
before posting it on the Protocol website.

17. The meeting was closed on Friday, 5 February 2010 at 5.15 p.m.
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Annex |

ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Plenary

Thursday
4 February 2010
9a.m.to9.30 am.

9.30 a.m. to 10 a.m.

Agenda item:
1. Opening of the meeting.

Agenda items:

2. Organizational matters:
2.1. Election of officers
2.2. Adoption of the agenda;
2.3. Organization of work.

10a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

Agenda items:
3. Issues for in-depth consideration:
3.1 Review of the:

(a) Draft Strategic Plan for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety;

(b) Draft framework for the second assessment and review of the Protocol.

2.30 p.m. t0 5.30 p.m.

Agenda item 3.1 (continued)

Friday
5 February 2010
9am.tolpm.

Agenda items:

3.2 Consideration of the need to improve or retire some of the capacity-building
guidance, tools and mechanisms adopted in previous decisions of the
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol.

3.3 Review of the draft programme of work on public awareness, education and
participation concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified
organisms.

2p.m.to5p.m.

Agenda items:

4. Other matters

5. Conclusions and recommendations
6. Closure of the meeting
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Annex 11

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Parties/Governments
Cuba
Dr. Andreas Heissenberger 5. Ms. Lenia Arce Hernandez .
Deputy Unit Head Head, Safeguard Departmgnt anq Ijegal Adviser
Federal Environment Agency ngtro Namongl de.Segundad B'|o|og|ca' .
Spittelauer Linde 5 Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnologia y Medio Ambiente

Vienna A-1090, Austria
Tel.: +43 13 1304 3032
Fax: +43 13 1304 3700
E-Mail: andreas.heissenberger@umweltbundesamt.at
Web: http://www.umweltbundesamt.at

Cambodia

2.

Mr. Sam Chamroeun
Director
Department of Planning and Legal Affairs
Ministry of Environment
#48 Samdech Preah Sihanouk Avenue, Tonle Bassac Khan
Chamkarmon
Phom Penh, Cambodia
Tel.: +855 12 864 903
Fax: +855 23215925
E-Mail: chamroeunsam@hotmail.com

Dr. Pisey Oum
National Project Coordinator
Dept of Planning and Legal Affair/National Biodiversity Biosafety
Steering Committee Secretariat
Ministry of Environment of Cambodia
48, Samdech Preah Sihanouk Avenue
Tonle Bassac Khan Chamkarmon
Phom Penh, Cambodia
Tel.: +855 23 217560/855 12 702239
Fax: +855 23 217560
E-Mail: cambio_coor@online.com.kh, piseyoum@hotmail.com

Costa Rica

4.

Mr. Alejandro Hernandez
Risk Assessment - Evaluator
Biotechnology Program, Phytosanitary Protection Service
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia
Apdo. 3006 - Barreal de Heredia
San José, Costa Rica
Tel.: +506 2290 7938
Fax: +506 2290 7938

E-Mail: ahernandez@sfe.go.cr, alejandro.hernandez.s@gmail.com

Calle 28 No. 502 e/5ta y 7ma Miranmar
Habana, Cuba
Tel.. +537 2031935 - 38 - +537 202 3281
Fax: +53 7 2031664
E-Mail: lenia@orasen.co.cu, leniarce2004@yahoo.es;
leniarce2004@gmail.com

Czech Republic

6. Mrs. Milena Roudna

Expert
Environmental Risks Department
Ministry of Environment of the Czech Republic
Vrsovicka 65
100 10 Prague, Czech Republic
Tel.: +4202 6712 2769
Fax: +420 267310013
E-Mail: roudna@env.cz

Eqgypt
7. Dr. Ossama Abdel-Kawy
Scientific Advisor
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency
30 Maadi Zerae Road, 7th Floor
Maadi
Cairo 12551, Egypt
Tel.: +20 11 561 456
E-Mail: elkawyo@gmail.com, abdkawy@yahoo.com
Web: http://eg.biosafetyclearinghouse.net
Germany

8. Dr. Hartmut Meyer

German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) - "Implementing the

Biodiversity Convention"
P.O. Box 5180
Eschborn 65726, Germany
E-Mail: hmeyer@ngi.de
Web: http://www.gtz.de/biodiv



India
9. Dr. Ranjini Warrier

Director

Ministry of Environment and Forests

Paryavaran Bhawan, C.G.0. Complex, Lodhi Road

New Delhi 110 003, India
Tel.: +91 11 2436 3964
Fax: +91 112436 1613

E-Mail: warrier@nic.in, ranjiniw@yahoo.com

Liberia

10.  Mr. Johansen T. Voker
Manager
Planning, Policy, and Legal Affairs Department
Environmental Protection Agency
4th Street Sinkor, Tubman Blvd
PO Box 4024
Monrovia Montserrado County, Liberia

Fax: +231312054 07127
E-Mail: vokerj@yahoo.com

Mexico

11.  Dra Francisca Acevedo Gasman
Coordinadora de Analisis de Riesgo y Bioseguridad
Risk Assessment and Biosafety
National Commission for the Knowledge and Use of Biodiversity
(CONABIO)
Liga Periferico - Insurgentes Sur 4903, Tlalpan
Mexico DF 14010, Mexico
Tel.: +52 55 50044975
Fax: +52 55 50044931
E-Mail: facevedo@conabio.gob.mx

Namibia

12.  Dr. Martha Kandawa-Schulz
Namibian Biotechnology Alliance (NABA)
Head, Department of Chemistry
University of Namibia
Private Bag 13301
340 Mandume Ndemufayo Ave., Pioneer Park
Windhoek
Namibia
Tel.: +264 61 206 3635
Fax: +264 61206 3781
E-Mail: kschulz@unam.na, marthaks2001@yahoo.co.uk
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13. Mr. Jan Husby
Senior Advisor
Gen@k — Centre for Biosafety
Science Park, PO 6418
Tromso N-9294, Norway
Tel.: +47 48 04 57 33
Fax: +47 77 64 6100
E-Mail: jan.husby@genok.org

Republic of Moldova

14. Dr. Angela Lozan

Head of the Biosafety Office

Ministry of Environment

Str. Cosmonautilor 9, Bir 526

Chisinau, Republic of Moldova
Tel.: +373222268 74
Fax: +373 222268 74

E-Mail: angelalozan@yahoo.com

Serbia

15.  Dr. Aleksej Tarasjev
Scientist
Evolutionary Biology, Institute for Biological Research
University of Belgrade
Desdota Stefana 142
Belgrade 11, Serbia
Tel.: +381 11207 83 76; +381 11 241 64 37
Fax: +381 112761 433
E-Mail: tarasjev@ibiss.bg.ac.rs, tarasjev@yandex.ru

Viet Nam

16. Mrs. Hoang Thi Thanh Nhan
Director of Species
Genetic Resource Conservation and Biosafety, Biodiversity
Conservation Agency
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment
99 Le Duan street
Hoan Kiem Dis.
Hanoi, Viet Nam
Tel.. +84 4 942 4557
Fax: +84 4 822 4187
E-Mail: hnhan@nea.gov.vn, hoangnhan1973@gmail.com
Web: www.nea.gov.vn
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ECOROPA

17.  Mrs. Christine von Weizsacker

President

ECOROPA

Postfach 1547

Emmendingen 79305, Germany
Tel.: +49 7641 9542214
Fax: +49 7641 9542215

E-Mail: cvw@ecoropa.de

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture

18. Dr. Ramon Lastra

Director Biotechnology and Biosafety
Directorate of Technical Leadership and Knowledge Management
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
P.0. BOX 55-2200
San Isidro de Coronado
San José, Costa Rica

Tel.: +506 2216 0326

Fax: +506 2216 0444

E-Mail: ramon.lastra@iica.int
Web: http://www.iica.int

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture

19.  Mr. Bryan Munoz Castillo
Specialist
Biotechnology and Biosafety Directorate
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
P.0. BOX 55-2200

B. Organizations

San Isidro de Coronado
San José, Costa Rica
Tel.. +506 2216 0361
Fax: +506 2216 0444
E-Mail: bryan.munoz@iica.int
Web: http://www.iica.int

United Nations Environment Programme, Division of
Global Environment Facility Coordination (UNEP/DGEF)

(UNEP/DGEF)

20. Mr. David Duthie
Programme Officer
United Nations Environment Programme, Division of Global
Environment Facility Coordination (UNEP/DGEF)
15, Chemin des Anémones
Geneva 1219, Switzerland
Tel.: +41 22917 8741
Fax: +254 20 762 4041/2
E-Mail: david.duthie@unep.ch

Universidad Nacional Agraria La Molina

21.  Dr. Antonietta Gutiérrez-Rosati
Universidad Nacional Agraria La Molina
Avenida La Molina 2135, Sol de la Molina
Lima 12, Peru
Tel.: +51 1479 2866
Fax: +51 1479 2866
E-Mail: antonietta@asdmas.com, antonietta@terra.com.pe

C. Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

22. Ms. Kathryn Garforth
Legal Officer - Biosafety
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
413, Saint-Jacques, Suite 800
Montreal, Canada
Tel.: +1 514 287 7030
Fax: +1514 288 6588
E-Mail: kathryn.garforth@cbd.int

23. Mr. Charles Gbedemah
Senior Programme Officer
Biosafety Division
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
413, Saint-Jacques, Suite 800
Montreal, Canada
Tel.: +1514 287 7032
Fax: +1514 288 6588
E-Mail: charles.gbedemah@chd.int

24. Mr. Erie Tamale
Programme Officer
Biosafety Division
Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
413, Saint-Jacques, Suite 800
Montreal, Canada
Tel.: +1 514 287 7050
E-Mail: erie.tamale@cbd.int



