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1. Opening and registration

The third meeting of the Ad hoc Technical Expert Group on Risk Assessment and Risk Management of Living Modified Organism in the Context of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety will be held in Mexico City, Mexico from Monday, 30 May to Friday, 3 June 2011.

The meeting will start at 9:30, and registration will take place at 9:00 at the meeting venue.

2. Venue
The meeting will be held at:

Hilton Mexico City Reforma

Av. Juarez #70. Colonia Centro 

Mexico City, Mexico 06010

Tel:  +52-55-5130-5300    

Fax:  +52-55-5130-5285

Web site:  http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/MEXRFHH-Hilton-Mexico-City-Reforma/index.do
3. Working language of  the meeting
The meeting will be held in English only.
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4. Documents
The documents for the meeting will be posted online and sent to the members of the AHTEG as soon as they are ready.
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General information on Access to Mexico City [image: image37.png]



Mexico City is serviced by Mexico City International Airport “Benito Juarez” which is about 6.5 km from the city centre. The following is information regarding transportation to the city centre and the website for the user services: http://www.aicm.com.mx/servicioausuarios/result.php?Giro=45&Grupo=4
· Taxi

This service offers comfort and safety during your transportation from the Airport to your destination.  These are the only taxis authorized by the Ministry of Communications and Transport (SCT) of the Federal Government.

	

	Telephone: (55)5615-4658 and (55)5615-3447

Website: http://www.taxisconfort.com


	

	Telephone: (55) 8421-3701, 8421-3702 and 5716-1616

Website: http://www.taxisdelaeropuerto.com.mx/


	

	Telephone: (55) 5786-8993 and (55)5786-8212

Website: http://portotaximexico.com/ 


	

	Telephone: (55) 5571-9344

Website: http://www.taxistasagremiados.com.mx/ 


	

	Telephone:(55) 5785-7949

Website: http://www.taxisyellowcabaeropuerto.com.mx/


· Subway /Metro

The subway station near the airport is (Boulevard Puerto aereo).

The price of the ticket is 3 MXN (approximately USD 0.26)
Service hours:

· Monday to Friday: From  5:00 am to 12 pm

· Saturday :From 6:00 am to 12 pm

· Sunday: From 7:00 am to 12 pm

For more information, please visit the following web site which is in Spanish but the origin and destination is available in English: http://www.metro.df.gob.mx/
IMPORTANT: If you need transportation from airport to hotel, please send you itinerary no later than 23 May 2011 to Ms. Alejandra Barrios (alejandra.barrios@semarnat.gob.mx) and Ms. Frida Suástegui (fsuastegui@amvission.com).
6. Visa Information

Participants from countries listed below are exempt from obtaining a visa for Mexico.

Citizens from countries not listed (below) are strongly advised to contact the nearest Mexico diplomatic or consular mission as soon as possible in order to secure will deny boarding in the absence of a valid visa.

Information visa procedures, including a list of relevant Mexican diplomatic/consular missions abroad, is available on the website of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico at: http://www.sre.gob.mx/english/
You do not need a Mexican Visa if you are:

1. A citizen of the following countries: 
	Andorra 

Argentina 

Australia 

Austria 

Bahamas 

Barbados 

Belize 

Belgium 

Bulgaria 

Czech Republic 

Chile 

Costa Rica 

Croatia 

Cyprus 

Denmark 

Estonia 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

Hong Kong* 

Hungary 

Ireland 

Iceland 

Israel 

Italy 

Japan 
	Lichtenstein 

Latvia 

Lithuania 

Luxemburg 

Macau* 

Malta 

Monaco 

Norway 

New Zealand 

Panama 

Paraguay 

Poland 

Portugal 

Romania 

San Marino 

Singapore 

Slovenia 

Slovakia 

South Korea 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

The Netherlands 

Trinidad and Tobago 

United Kingdom 

Uruguay 

United States of America 

Venezuela 


* Chinese citizens with passports issued by the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region or by the Macau authority.

2. A holder of a valid U.S. visa 

3. A permanent resident in the U.S., Canada, Japan, United Kingdom or any Schengen country.

In such cases, all you need is: 

· A valid passport expiring at least 6 months after the date of your entry to Mexico. 

· To complete the standard "Multiple Migration Form" (FMM), this will be given to you on the airplane or at the airport. 

*
You need to present the completed form and your passport to the immigration authorities at the airport of entry into Mexico. 

Transit Visas: Please remember to check the requirements of the countries where you are in transit on your way to Mexico. 

Nationals of countries not listed above require a Visa to enter Mexico

If you are a citizen from a country which does require a visa to enter Mexico please follow the steps listed below: 

Contact your closest Mexican consulate/embassy and present: 

· 
Your Passport 

· 
Your Letter of Invitation 

· 
The visa fee 

· 
Proof of economic solvency 

· 
A completed visa application form Download the form in Spanish (Link to form in Spanish) English (Link to form in English) or French (Link to form in French) 
*
You need to present the Multiple Migration Form (FMM), your passport and your visa to the immigration authorities at the airport of entry into Mexico 

Transit Visas: Please remember to check the requirements of the countries where you are in transit on your way to Mexico.

No Mexican Representation in your Country

If there is no Mexican consulate or embassy that can issue a visa in your country you will need to apply, in person, either at a consulate or embassy in a neighboring country or in another country on your way to Mexico. 

You should expect to complete the visa process at a Mexican embassy or consulate in one day; depending on the size of the embassy or consulate and also depending on the number of applications they can process per day, your visa process may extend up to two days. 

This information needs to be taken into consideration when planning your stay at the country selected at your convenience, to apply for your visa at a Mexican embassy or consulate. 

Transit Visas: Please remember to check the requirements of the countries where you are in transit on your way to Mexico.
DIPLOMATS

Nationals of countries listed below do not require a Visa to enter Mexico

DIP: DIPLOMATIC / OF: OFICIAL/ SERV: SERVICES /ESP: SPECIAL 

	Country 
	Passport type 
	Country 
	Passport type 

	Algeria 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 
	Japan 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 

	Andorra 
	Dip. Of. 
	Latvia 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 

	Argentina 
	Dip. Of 
	Lithuania 
	Dip. Of. 

	Armenia 
	Dip. Of. 
	Luxembourg 
	Dip. Serv. 

	Austria 
	Dip. Of 
	Malaysia 
	Dip. Of. 

	Azerbaijan 
	Dip. 
	Mongolia 
	Dip. Of. 

	Belgium 
	Dip. Of 
	Morocco 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 

	Belize 
	Dip. 
	Netherlands 
	Dip. Of. 

	Benin 
	Dip. 
	Nicaragua 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 

	Bolivia 
	Dip. Of 
	Northern Ireland 
	Dip. Of 

	Brazil 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 
	Norway 
	Dip. Of. 

	Bulgaria 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 
	Pakistan 
	Dip. 

	Chile 
	Dip. Of 
	Panama 
	Dip. Of. Cons. 

	China 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 
	Paraguay 
	Dip. Of 

	Colombia 
	Dip. Of 
	Peru 
	Dip. Of. Esp. 

	Costa rica 
	Dip. Of 
	Poland 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 

	Croatia 
	Dip. Serv. 
	Portugal 
	Dip. Of. 

	Cuba 
	Dip. 
	Romania 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 

	Cyprus 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 
	Russia 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 

	Czech republic 
	Dip. Of 
	St lucia 
	Dip. Of. 

	Denmark 
	Dip. Of 
	St Vincent & the Grenadines 
	Dip. Of. 

	Dominican rep. 
	Dip. 
	Serbia 
	Dipl. Of. 

	Ecuador 
	Dip. 
	Slovakia 
	Dip. Of. 

	El Salvador 
	Dip. 
	Slovenia 
	Dip. Of 

	Estonia 
	Dipl. Serv. 
	South Korea 
	Dip. Of. 

	Ethiopia 
	Dip. 
	Spain 
	Dip. Of 

	Finland 
	Dip. Of 
	Sweden 
	Dip. Of. 

	France 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 
	Switzerland 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 

	Germany 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 
	Thailand 
	Dip. Of. 

	Greece 
	Dip. Of 
	The Philippines 
	Dip. Of 

	Guatemala 
	Dip. Of 
	Trinidad & Tobago 
	Dip. Of. 

	Guyana 
	Dip. Of 
	Tunisia 
	Dip. Esp. 

	Honduras 
	Dip. 
	Turkey 
	Dip. 

	Hungary 
	Dip. Of 
	Ukraine 
	Dip. 

	Iceland 
	Dip. Of 
	United kingdom 
	Dip. Of. 

	India 
	Dip. Of 
	United states 
	Dip. Of 

	Indonesia 
	Dip. Of 
	Uruguay 
	Dip. Of. 

	Israel 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 
	Venezuela 
	Dip. Of. Serv. 

	Italy 
	Dip. Of 
	Vietnam 
	Dip. Of. 

	Jamaica 
	Dip. Of. 
	
	



7. Hotel Information 

A block booking has been made on behalf of all participants at the Hilton Hotel City Reforma (meeting venue) with a special rate of US $139 (plus tax).  Participants are encouraged to take advantage of the block booking and to confirm their reservations by telephone directly with the hotel and quoting the reservation code GRPCAN.

Hilton Mexico City Reforma

Av. Juarez #70. Colonia Centro 

Mexico City, Mexico 06010

Tel:  +52-55-5130-5300
extensions: 3030 / 3031 / 3032
Fax:  +52-55-5130-5285

Web site:  http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/MEXRFHH-Hilton-Mexico-City-Reforma/index.do
A list of alternative hotels located in the proximity of the meeting venue is available in the Annex below.
8. Payment of the Daily Subsistence Allowances (DSA)

Eligible participants will receive the Daily Subsistence Allowance during the first day of the meeting.

9. General information
Telephone

The code for Mexico City is 55 and must be used before all telephone numbers, which are made up of eight digits. For example: + 52 (55) 0000-0000.
Security
As in other countries, it is advisable to hand in your passport, traveller’s cheques, excess money and any other valuables to be locked in the hotel’s safe.  Alternatively, where available, arrange to hire a safety deposit box.  It is a sensible precaution not to walk alone in isolated towns or areas.  Ask advice from your hotel manager.  Some precautions are as follows:

· Avoid carrying too much money or jewels with you. It is better to use only one credit card. 

· Use safety boxes at hotels. 

· Keep an eye over your bags and purses in public areas. 

· When arriving to the city ask for authorized taxi cabs.  Once in the city use taxis from a taxi stand rather than any taxi in the street, or ask for a car by telephone (see http://www.mexicocity.com.mx/assist.html#Transportation). 

· Common sense and communication always help. 

In case of encountering any difficulties, there is a security service/legal assistance available 24 hours daily all year long via the internet (listed below) or by telephone:  01-800-00-74533:  
https://mpvirtual.pgjdf.gob.mx/CiberDenuncia_en_US/Bienvenida_en-US.aspx
10. Official language en Mexico

The official language in Mexico is Spanish.  However, English and sometimes French are spoken in some hotels and restaurants.


11. Weather and time zone information 

In May and June, temperatures in Mexico City usually range between a maximum of +25°C in the daytime and minimum of + 9°c at night.  Light rain may occur at times during the end of May.  Current weather conditions can be found at: http://www.worldweather.org/ 

The standard time zone will be GMT - 6 hours.
12. Electricity

The current is 127 volts, 60 Hertz [two or three-pin, flat and vertical and round earth connection, as illustrated below].
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13. Currency

The currency in Mexico is the Mexican Peso (MXN $). The current exchange rate as of 10 May 2011 is US $1 = MXN $11.6; and (Euro) € 1 = MXN $16.65.  Currency rates available at:  http://www.xe.com/ucc/
14. Disclaimer


The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for compensation for death or disability, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended to secure prior to departure international medical insurance for the period of participation.

Annex

LIST OF HOTELS WITH INDICATIVE ROOM RATES IN US DOLLARS 

Rates are indicative and subject to change depending on the date of the booking, and participants are advised to verify the final rate when making booking arrangements. Rate of Exchange used: USD 1= MXN 11.65 and € 1= MXN 16.72  
	Hotel
	Address
	Approximate room rates
	Distance to the meeting venue 
walk or transport in minutes
	Telephone
	Web site
	Remarks

	Grand Tourism

	Four seasons Hotel
	Paseo de la Reforma  500, Col. Juárez 

CP. 06600. 

México DF
	Superior  USD 440

Deluxe USD 415
	15-30


	Tel: +(52) 55 5230-1818
Fax  +(52) 55 5230-1808
	http://www.fourseasons.com/mexico/
	Special rate: Deluxe King of 440 USD to 205 USD*

*special rate CIBIOGEM Group key*

reservations.mex@fourseasons.com
**the above rates include American breakfast and do not include the (18.5%) tax.

	Melía Reforma México Hotel
	Paseo de la Reforma 1  CP. 06030,  

México DF
	Deluxe USD 189

	15-20
	Tel:  +(52) 55 5063 1000 

Fax: +(52)555 1285050
	http://es.solmelia.com/hoteles/mexico/mexico-df/melia-mexico-reforma/home.htm
	Tax Included
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	Hilton Mexico City Reforma
	Av. Juarez #70. Colonia Centro, Mexico City, Mexico 06010
	Superior USD 169*
	MEETING VENUE
	Tel:  +(52) 55 513 5300    Fax:  +(52) 55 5130 5285
	http://www1.hilton.com/es/hi/hotel/MEXRFHH-Hilton-Mexico-City-Reforma/index.do
	* Waiting for special rate
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	Gran Hotel Ciudad de México
	Av. 16 de Septiembre 82 Col. Centro, 

CP. 06000 

México DF
	Deluxe USD 167

Junior Suite USD 226


	5-10
	Tel:  +(52) 55 1083 7700
	http://www.granhoteldelaciudaddemexico.com.mx

	-

	Hotel Sevilla Palace
	Av. Paseo de la Reforma 105, C. 

CP. 06030  

México DF
	Single /double Room USD 109

Double Room USD 109

Junior Room USD 150
	15-20
	Tel: +(52) 55 5705 2800

Fax: +(52) 55 5703 1521
	http://www.sevillapalace.com.mx/sevillapalace/esp/default.asp
	Tax Included

	Hotel Emporio Reforma
	Av. Paseo de la Reforma 124, Col. Juárez 

C.P. 06600, 

México, DF
	Standard  Room USD 80

Double room USD 94

Junior suite  USD 121

Master suite USD 175


	15-20
	Tel: + (52) 55 5566 7766

Fax: +(52) 55 5703 1424
	http://www.hotelesemporio.com/cdmexico
	-

	Hotel NH Centro Histórico


	Palma  42. Centro 

CP 06010,

 México DF
	Standard  USD 91 
	15-20
	Tel: +(52) 55 5130 1850

Fax +(52) 55 5130 1876
	http://www.nh-hoteles.es/nh/es/hoteles/mexico/mexico-df/nh-centro-historico.html

	Tax Included

Special rate in standard, single or double room 69 to 125 USD 
Buffet Breakfast 10 USD (+ tax), 15% service tax.

*special rate CIBIOGEM code*
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	Fiesta Inn Centro Histórico
	Av. Juárez 767/ José Azueta 27C. Col. Centro

CP 06010,

México, DF.
	Super King  122.4 USD
	15-20
	Tel: + (52) 55 5130 2900

Fax +(52) 55 5130 2910
	http://www.fiestainn.com/portal/p/es_MX/FI/ALA/1/0/descripcionhotel/
ALAdescripcionhotel.html


	Tax Included

	Hotel Fontan Reforma


	Avenida Paseo de la Reforma  24. Col. Centro, Delegación Cuauhtémoc 

CP.06040 ,México DF
	Executive King USD 54
Double/Twin USD 62

	15-20
	Tel: +(52) 55 5002 6300

Fax +(52) 55 5521 9240
	http://www.hotelesfontan.com/esp/idt/11/ciudad-de-mexico/1-3-3,3-1-4/
	Tax Included



	Hotel Tulip Inn Ritz México
	Madero 30 Centro,

CP 06000 

México DF 
	Single/Double USD  56
Triple  USD 65 

Quad USD 74 
	5-10
	Tel: +(52) 55 5130 0160

+(52) 55 5518 3466


	http://www.hotelritz.mx/
	Tax Included
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	Hotel Azores
	República de Brasil 25 Col. Centro ,

CP .06010 México DF.
	Single USD 26
Double USD  34

	15-20
	Tel: +(52) 55 5512 5220

Fax +(52) 55 5512 7000
	www.hotelazores.com/
	Tax Included

	Hotel Roble Centro Histórico
	Uruguay 109, Col. Centro, CP 06060 México DF.
	Single  USD 32
Double  USD 43
	15-20
	Tel: +(52) 55 5522 7830

+(52) 55 5522 8083  +(52) 55 5542 4378
	http://www.hotelroble.com/
	Tax Included
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