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Item 2 of the provisional agenda(
Annotated provisional agenda
Introduction

1. In its decision BS-VII/12, the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (COP-MOP) welcomed the results of the testing of the Guidance on Risk Assessment of Living Modified Organisms, and invited Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to test or use, as appropriate, the Guidance in actual cases of risk assessment and as a tool for capacity-building activities in risk assessment.

2. In the same decision, COP-MOP extended the mandate of the Open-ended Online Expert Forum (Online Forum) on Risk Assessment and Risk Management and the Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group (AHTEG) on Risk Assessment and Risk Management, and expanded the composition of the AHTEG to include one new member from each region.
3. COP-MOP also established a mechanism for revising and improving the Guidance on the basis of the feedback provided through the testing process with a view to having an improved version of the Guidance by its eighth meeting.
4. Further, in accordance with the terms of reference of the Online Forum and AHTEG, while revising and improving the Guidance, an attempt should be made to take into account the topics prioritized by the AHTEG, on the basis of the needs indicated by the Parties with a view to moving towards operational objectives 1.3 and 1.4 of the Strategic Plan and its outcomes, for the development of further guidance.

5. In the process towards achieving the outcomes described in decision BS-VII/12, the AHTEG held its first face-to-face meeting during the intersessional period in Brasilia from 16 to 20 November 2015.

6. At that meeting, the Group, inter alia, deliberated on both the substantive and editorial proposals for changes to the Guidance, with a view to addressing them as provided through the testing of the Guidance. The proposed changes were either accepted, modified or rejected by the Group, with the necessary justification, as appropriate. The Group also considered whether and how the topics prioritized by the AHTEG for the development of additional guidance could be incorporated into the Guidance and/or further developed during the improvement of the Guidance.
7. On the basis of its progress and deliberations, the Group developed a work plan of activities for the AHTEG leading up to its next face-to-face meeting, including a timeframe and expected outputs, with a view to addressing any outstanding issues and the remaining comments provided through the testing of the Guidance.
8. In finalizing the process towards achieving the outcomes described in decision BS-VII/12, the AHTEG will hold its second face-to-face meeting during the intersessional period in Mexico City from 25 to 29 July 2016.

Item 1.
Opening of the meeting

9. The meeting will be opened by Mr. Helmut Gaugitsch, Chair of the AHTEG, at 9 a.m. on 25 July 2016.
10. The opening of the meeting will be followed by welcoming remarks by Mr. Charles Gbedemah on behalf of Mr. Braulio Dias, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity, and by a representative of the Government of Mexico.

Item 2.
Organizational matters

2.1.
Election of a Rapporteur

11. Participants will be invited to elect a Rapporteur for the Group.

2.2.
Adoption of the agenda

12. Participants will be invited to consider and adopt the provisional agenda for the meeting, as prepared by the Executive Secretary in consultation with the Chair (UNEP/CBD/BS/RARM/AHTEG/2016/1/1).

2.3.
Organization of work

13. The Group will be invited to consider the proposed organization of work as contained in annex I. It is proposed that the meeting be conducted in plenary, breaking into smaller groups if needed.
Item 3.
Substantive issues
14. Under item 3, the Group will have before it the documents issued by the Secretariat prior to the meeting with a view to achieving the expected outcomes outlined in decision BS‑VII/12.
15. The list of documents, contained in annex II, is meant to assist the Group in its deliberations on substantive items.

3.1.
Improvements to the Guidance on the basis of the comments and suggestions provided through its testing
16. Under this agenda item, the Chair of the AHTEG will present an overview of the activities carried out in response to decision BS-VII/12 and in accordance with the work plan developed by the AHTEG at its previous meeting.

17. Following the Chair’s presentation, a member of the AHTEG Subgroup will summarize the work carried out by the Subgroup and draft revisions made to the Guidance since the last face-to-face meeting of the AHTEG.

18. The Group will review the draft substantive and editorial changes in response to the outstanding issues and remaining comments provided through the testing of the Guidance since the last face-to-face meeting of the AHTEG, also taking into account the input from the Online Forum.

19. In considering this item, the Group will be invited to work on the basis of the background documents UNEP/CBD/BS/RARM/AHTEG/2016/1/2, containing draft revisions to the Guidance, and UNEP/CBD/BS/RARM/AHTEG/2016/1/3, identifying which suggestions from the testing were taken on board in the draft revised Guidance and providing justification for those suggestions that were not taken on board.
3.2.
Development of an outline on “Risk assessment of living modified fish”
20. In accordance with the mandate of the AHTEG and taking into account the topics prioritized for the development of further guidance, the Group decided at its last meeting to prepare an outline on risk assessment of living modified fish to facilitate consideration of the development of further guidance on this topic by COP-MOP at its eighth meeting.
21. In deliberating on this item, the Group will have before it a draft outline on the topic of “risk assessment of living modified fish” (UNEP/CBD/BS/RARM/AHTEG/2016/1/4) as prepared by one of its subgroups, with input from the Online Forum, for its consideration.
3.3.
Development of an outline on “Risk assessment of living modified organisms produced through synthetic biology”

22. Furthermore, taking into account the topics prioritized for the development of guidance, the Group also decided, at its last meeting, to develop an outline on risk assessment of living modified organisms produced through synthetic biology with a view to facilitating consideration of the development of further guidance on this topic by COP-MOP at its eighth meeting.

23. In deliberating on this item and taking into account the report of the AHTEG on Synthetic Biology and recommendation XX/16 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA), the Group will have before it a document containing elements that may be relevant to the risk assessment of LMOs produced through synthetic biology techniques (UNEP/CBD/BS/RARM/AHTEG/2016/1/5), drafted by the Secretariat, taking into account  views shared through the Online Forum and by AHTEG members.
3.4.
Updating the list of background documents to the Guidance
24. In its decision BS-VI/12, COP-MOP established a mechanism whereby the AHTEG is responsible for regularly updating the list of background documents to the Guidance through a transparent process. According to this mechanism, the background documents on the list are to be revalidated by the Group every five years or as appropriate. Documents not revalidated after this time period will initially be flagged for one year as “possibly outdated” and deleted from the list of background materials after an additional year. The Group shall submit reports on these activities to COP-MOP.
25. In its decision BS-VII/12, COP-MOP further elaborated on the mechanism for updating the list of background documents by requesting the Executive Secretary to, among other things, index the background documents for author affiliation, for example, government, academic institutions, non‑governmental organizations and business.
26. At its last meeting, the Group agreed that the list of background documents linked to the Guidance is to be improved by revising the location of the links to the background documents within the Guidance in such a manner as to link them to more specific sections.
27. The Group decided that the Secretariat would be responsible for proposing where the background documents could be linked and the indexing of each document for author affiliation as requested in decision BS-VII/12.
28. Through an online discussion held in January 2016, the Group considered proposals made by the Secretariat on the locations within the Guidance where background materials could be linked.

29. To facilitate the discussion under this agenda item, the Secretariat will provide a brief presentation on the progress made towards the indexing and validation of the background documents.

Item 4.
Recommendations to the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety
30. The Group will be invited to formulate its recommendations in accordance with its terms of reference for consideration by the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol at its eighth meeting.

31. The Group may also wish to consider, inter alia, recommendations of future activities on risk assessment and risk management with a view to assisting Parties in moving toward operational objectives 1.3, 1.4 and 2.2 of the Strategic Plan for implementation of the Protocol.

Item 5.
Other matters
32. Under this item, the Group may wish to raise and discuss any other matters relevant to its mandate.
Item 6.
Adoption of the report of the Group
33. The Group will be invited to consider and adopt the draft report of its meeting on the basis of a draft to be prepared and submitted by the Rapporteur.

Item 7.
Closure of the meeting
34. The meeting is expected to close in the evening of Friday, 29 July 2016.
Annex I
Provisional programme of work

Monday, 25 July 2016
9 a.m.
Opening of the meeting (agenda item 1)

Morning
Organizational matters (agenda item 2)

Substantive issues (agenda item 3)
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Thursday, 28 July 2016
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Agenda item 4 (continued)
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Closure of the meeting (agenda item 7)
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