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Item 1.		Opening of the meeting





1.	The first meeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group on Biosafety established in accordance with Decision II/5 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity will be held from 22 to 26 July 1996 at Aarhus in Denmark.





2.	H.E. Mr. Sarwono Kusumaatmadja, President of the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties will open the meeting at 10.00 a.m. on Monday, 22 July 1996.








Item 2.		Election of Officers





3.	Under agenda item 2, the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group, at its opening session, will elect its Bureau.





4.	On the basis of the model of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Biosafety held in Madrid, Spain from 24 to 28 July 1995, it is suggested that the Bureau of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group be composed of one Chairperson, three Vice-persons and one Rapporteur with due regard to the principle of equitable geographical representation as provided by Rule 21 of the Rules of Procedure for meetings of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.








Item 3.		Organization of Work





5.	Under this agenda item, the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group may wish to agree on the organization of its work of its present and future meetings with a view of fulfilling the mandate entrusted to it within the time frame agreed upon by the Conference of the Parties.


6.	The terms of reference for the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group are set out in the Annex to Decision II/5.  Paragraph 2(a) of this Annex requires the Working Group to “elaborate, as a priority, the modalities and elements of a protocol based on appropriate elements from Sections I, II and III, paragraph 18(a) of Annex I of the report of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Biosafety” (Document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/7:  the “Madrid Report”) and endorsed by Decision II/5 adopted by the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  Paragraph 2(b) of this Annex requires the Working Group to “consider the inclusion of the elements from Section III, paragraph 18(b) and other elements, as appropriate”.





7.	Further, Paragraph 3 of the Annex to Decision II/5 requires that “the development of the draft protocol shall, as a priority:  elaborate the key concepts and terms that are to be addressed in the process; include consideration of the form and scope of advance informed agreement procedures; identify relevant categories of LMOs resulting from modern biotechnology.”





8.	The Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group may wish to consider organising its work





Option 1:	All the priority issues, that is:





the elaboration of the modalities and elements of a protocol based on appropriate elements from Sections I, II and III, paragraph 18(a) of the Madrid Report;


the elaboration of the key concepts and terms that are to be addressed in the process;


consideration of the form and scope of advance informed agreement procedures;


identification of the relevant categories of LMOs resulting from modern biotechnology,





are dealt with in the working group itself (in a Committee of the Whole).  At a later stage, the Group will consider:





Section III, paragraph 18(b) of Annex I of the Madrid Report;


other elements, as appropriate.





Depending on the rate of progress on the priority issues, the Working Group may at this later stage decide to continue its work in the same format, or it may find it appropriate to organise the remaining work on the basis of two sub-Committees with agendas designed to keep related topics, and the national expertise required to address them, within the same sub-Committee.





Option 2:	Two Sub-Committees of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group are established.  In addressing the priority issues, Sub-Committee I might:





elaborate the modalities and elements of a protocol based on appropriate elements from Sections I, II and III, paragraph 18(a)(i)-(v) of Annex I of the Madrid Report;


and Sub-Committee II might:





elaborate the modalities and elements of a protocol based on appropriate elements from Section III, paragraphs 18(a)(vi) - (ix) of Section III of Annex I to the Madrid Report;


elaborate the key concepts and terms that are to be addressed in the process;


consider the form and scope of advance informed agreement procedures;


identify the relevant categories of LMOs resulting from modern biotechnology,





Depending on the rate of progress on the priority issues, it may at that stage be appropriate for the Working Group itself (the Committee of the Whole), or for the two Sub-Committees respectively, to consider the inclusion of elements from Section III, paragraph 18(b) of the Madrid Report, and other elements, as appropriate.





Option 3:	Two Sub-Committees of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group are established.  All the priority issues, that is:





elaboration of the modalities and elements of a protocol based on appropriate elements from Sections I, II and III, paragraph 18(a) of Annex I of the Madrid Report;


elaboration of the key concepts and terms that are to be addressed in the process;


consideration of the form and scope of advance informed agreement procedures;


identification of the relevant categories of LMOs resulting from modern biotechnology,





are considered in Sub-Committee I.  The consideration of the inclusion of elements from Section III, paragraph 18(b) of the Madrid Report, and other elements, as appropriate, are dealt with simultaneously by the Sub-Committee II.





9.	The plenary of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group will ensure the overall coordination of the negotiation.





10.	The financial implication of the possible establishment of two Sub-Committees would need to be reflected in the Budget of the Convention for 1997 and 1998 with a view to ensuring the financial provisions for two simultaneous meetings with the interpretation in the six United Nations official languages.





11.	The two Sub-Committees may hold a brief organizational session during the proceedings of the first meeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group with a view of electing a Chairperson and a Rapporteur and adopting a tentative programme of work.








Item 4.		Elaboration of a Protocol on Biosafety in Accordance with 


Decision II/5 of the Conference of the Parties





12.	At its second meeting held in Jakarta, Indonesia, from 6 to 17 November 1995, the Conference of the Parties agreed to seek solution to the concerns related to biosafety “through a negotiation process to develop in the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms, a protocol on biosafety, specifically focusing on transboundary movement, of any living modified organism resulting from modern biotechnology that may have adverse effect on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, setting out for consideration, in particular appropriate procedure for advance informed agreement”.  To this end, the Conference of the Parties decided to establish an Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group under the Conference of the Parties.





13.	The terms of reference of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group established pursuant to Decision II/5 of the Conference of the Parties are contained in document UNEP/CBD/WGPB.1/2.





14.	The report of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Group of Experts on Biosafety, held in Madrid, Spain from 24 to 28 July 1995 is contained in document UNEP/CBD/COP/2/7.








Item 5.		Dates and Venues of Meetings of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working 


Group on Biosafety in 1997 and 1998





15.	In adopting the terms of reference of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group, the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties agreed that the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group should endeavour to complete its work in 1998.





16.	To facilitate the preparation of future meetings, the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group may wish to agree on the dates and venue of its meetings in 1997 and 1998.  For cost-effectiveness, meetings of two weeks duration in 1997 and 1998 may be envisaged.  The following dates are suggested from 14 to 26 July 1997 and from 13 to 25 July 1998.








Item 6.		Adoption of the Report





17.	The meeting will consider and adopt its report which will be presented by its Chairperson to the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties in accordance with paragraph 10 of the Annex to Decision II/5 of the Conference of the Parties.








Item 7.		Closure of the meeting





18.	The meeting will be closed on Friday, 26 July 1996 at 6.00 p.m.
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