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1. Opening and registration 

The Latin America and the Caribbean Regional Training of Trainer’s Workshop on the Identification and Documentation of Living Modified Organisms under the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety will be held in Mexico City, Mexico from Monday, 23 to Friday, 27 February 2009.  
The workshop will start at 9:00 a.m. on Monday, 23 November 2009, and registration will take place at the venue of the workshop starting at 8:00 a.m. the same day.  .
2. Venue

The workshop will be held at: 
Programa Universitario de Alimentos
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México
Circuito de la Investigación Científica s/n
Edificio de Programas Universitarios
Ciudad Universitaria
México D.F. 04510 MEXICO
Tel + 52-55-5616-6816, 5622-5208 y 5622-5217
Fax +52-55-5622-5223
http://www.alimentos.unam.mx
3. Working language of the workshop
The workshop will be held in English and Spanish (with simultaneous translation). 
4. Documents

[image: image10.wmf]Participants are kindly reminded to bring their own copies of the documents for the workshop as there will be no extra copies made available on site during the workshop.  Pre‑session documents are available on the Secretariat’s web site at:  
http://www.cbd.int/doc/?meeting=BSWSTTID-LAC-01   
[image: image11.png]CBD




5. General information on access to Mexico City
Mexico City is serviced by the Mexico City International Airport – Benito Juárez – which is located at the East of Mexico City, about 6.5 km from the city centre.  It has two terminals. The following is information regarding transportation to the city centre.

Taxi 

Mexico´s International Airport is located in the eastern part of the city. We STRONGLY RECOMMEND YOU TAKE AUTHORIZED AIRPORT TAXI CABS ONLY to Fiesta Inn Periférico Sur. To do so, you must purchase a ticket in the authorized booths located immediately after you exit the airport baggage claim area. There are five authorized taxi companies which are controlled and monitored by the airport authorities: Confort, Nueva Imagen, Porto Taxi, Excelencia and Yellow Cabs. Fares vary from 225 to 445 pesos to the Fiesta Inn Perférico Sur Hotel (approximately US $15 to 34). 
Please be aware that there are several Fiesta Inn Hotel Branches in Mexico City. For more information, please visit the following web site:  http://www.aicm.com.mx/PublicacionHome_en.php?Publicacion=11&seccion=4 
Subway/Metro

The city subway also serves the airport Terminal 1 (Terminal Aerea station, Terminal 1, Blvd. Puerto Aereo).  The fares for a single ticket is 2.00 MXN (approximately US 25cents).  The time table is as follows:
· Monday to Friday:  from 5 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

· Saturday:  from 6 a.m. to 12 p.m.
· Sunday: from 7:00 a.m. to 12 p.m.
For more information about the Mexico City Metro, please go the following web site, which is available in Spanish only:  http://www.metro.df.gob.mx/. However, it should be noted that big bags are not allowed in the metro cars due to overcrowding. Authorized taxi services are highly recommended instead of using metro (See section above).
6. Visa information   
Participants from countries listed below do not require a visa for Mexico.  Citizens from all other countries are strongly advised to contact the nearest Mexican diplomatic or consular mission as soon as possible in order to secure the required entry visa in a timely manner, prior to departure.  It should be noted that airlines will deny boarding in the absence of a valid visa.
Information on visa procedures, including a list of relevant Mexican diplomatic/consular missions abroad, is available on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico at:  http://www.sre.gob.mx/english/.
COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES WHOSE CITIZENS DO NOT REQUIRE VISAS IN ORDER TO ENTER MEXICO AS VISITORS (AS LISTED ON THE WEBSITE OF MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF MEXICO)
	Andora
	Hungary
	Panama

	Argentina
	Iceland
	Poland

	Aruba
	Ireland 
	Portugal 

	Australia
	Israel
	Puerto Rico 

	Austria
	Italy 
	Romania

	Bahamas
	Japan 
	San Marino

	Belgium
	Korea, Democratic 

People’s Republic of
	Singapore 

	Chile 
	Latvia
	Slovakia

	China 
	Liechtenstein
	Slovenia 

	Costa Rica 
	Lithuania
	Spain’

	Czech Republic 
	Luxembourg
	Sweden 

	Denmark 
	Malta
	Switzerland 

	Estonia
	Monaco
	United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland

	Finland 
	Netherlands 
	United States of America 

	France 
	New Zealand 
	Uruguay 

	Germany 
	Norway
	Venezuela

	Greece 
	
	


To facilitate the issuance of visas, the Secretariat will issue upon request invitation letters to be attached to the visa applications.
7. Hotel information

Reservations at a special rate have been made for all pre-registered participants in Hotel Fiesta Inn Periférico Sur, Mexico City. The accommodation and breakfast for SPONSORED PARTICIPANTS will be paid directly to the Hotel Fiesta Inn Periférico Sur by the Secretariat. Please bea ware thet there are several Fiesta Inn Hotel branches in Mexico City. 

Fiesta Inn “Periférico Sur”
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Periférico Sur 5530
Col. Pedregal de Carrasco
04700, México, D.F.
México
Tel.: +52 (55) 50 96 93 00
Fax: +52 (55) 50 96 93 10

http://www.fiestainn.com/portal/p/es_MX/FI/SUR/1/0/descripcionhotel/SURdescripcionhotel.html
Participants are encouraged to stay at the Fiesta Inn. Transportation to and from the venue of the workshop will be provided daily, leaving at 8.00 am.

8. Payment of the Daily Subsistence Allowances (DSA)

Sponsored participants will receive a rebated DSA covering the duration of the workshop on the first day of the workshop. 

9. Official language in Mexico
The official language in Mexico is Spanish.  However, English is widely spoken in hotels and restaurants 
[image: image13.wmf]
10. Weather and time zone information  
In November, temperatures in Mexico City usually range between a maximum of +22°C in the daytime and a minimum of +8°C at night.  Current weather conditions can be found at:  http://www.worldweather.org/179/c00279.htm.  Please be advised that altitude of Mexico City is over 2,200 meters over sea level. Temperatures indoors in the venue might be around 18 to 19°C. Please plan on bringing a sweater or a light jacket to wear, and walking shoes for the field visit. 
The standard time zone will be UTC/GMT – 6 hours.
11. Electricity

The electrical currents are 127 volts, 60 Hertz.  (Two-pin, flat and vertical with ground connection, as illustrated below).
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12. Currency 
The currency used in Mexico is the Mexican Peso (MXN $).  The current exchange rate as at 22 October 2009 is US $1.00 = MXN $12.96 and (Euro) € 1 = MXN $19.44. 
13. Disclaimer
The CBD Secretariat disclaims all responsibility for medical, accident and travel insurance, for compensation for death or disability compensation, for loss of or damage to personal property and for any other loss that may be incurred during travel time or the period of participation.  In this context, it is strongly recommended to secure international medical insurance for the period of participation prior to departure. 
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