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Outcome of the meeting of Technical Experts on the Biosafety Clearing-House 

Note by the Executive Secretary

Addendum

Estimate of resources for the pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House 

Introduction

1. The Meeting of Technical Experts on the Biosafety Clearing-House, held in Montreal from 11 to 13 September 2000, recommended that the Secretariat prepare an estimate of resources that would be required to establish the pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House, taking into account the other recommendations of the Meeting, for consideration by the ICCP (UNEP/CBD/ICCP/1/3, annex I, para.37).

2. Accordingly, the Executive Secretary has prepared the present note on the estimated resources required by the Secretariat to implement the pilot phase of the Biosafety-Clearing House during the biennium 2001-2002, taking into consideration the recommendations of the Meeting of Technical Experts, which was held after the Conference of the Parties at its fifth meeting had adopted the budget for the Convention for that period.

3. In its decision EM-I/3, the Conference of the Parties approved US$ 306,000 as a supplementary budget for biosafety within the Special Voluntary Trust Fund (BE) for Additional Voluntary Contributions in Support of Approved Activities for the Biennium 1999-2000.  Of this amount, contributions totalling US$ 128,398 have been received from Austria, the United Kingdom and the United States of America, of which approximately $104,000 was used to cover the cost of the Meeting of Technical Experts and the subsequent ICCP Bureau meeting at the same venue.  The remaining balance could be used for the implementation of some of the activities of the pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House.  

4. Additional resources are required to implement the recommendations of the Meeting of Technical Experts, namely, for the design of a new database to store the information (mainly due to the centralized approach to storage and management of information relating to procedures for living modified organisms for food or feed, or for processing) and the acquisition and configuration of a server for implementation of the Biosafety Clearing-House database (for reasons of security, reliability and performance).  

5. The Meeting of Technical Experts also recommended that the development of the pilot phase of the Biosafety Clearing-House be monitored and reviewed as a basis for future planning and development.  This could require an additional meeting of technical experts to review and advise on the progress of implementation of the pilot phase.  

6. The estimate of resources required for implementation of the above-mentioned activities, including the cost of a possible additional meeting of technical experts, is contained in table 1 below.  It reflects only the costs that will be incurred in establishing the central portal of the Biosafety Clearing-House and the convening of regional meetings related to its operation.  Resources for building capacities in data management and information-sharing in developing countries and countries with economies in transition, in order to facilitate the exchange of scientific, technical, environmental and legal information, and to report to the Biosafety Clearing-House on measures taken to implement the Protocol, are not included.

7. This cost estimate will be revisited on the basis of the discussions of the ICCP.

Table 1

ESTIMATED RESOURCES REQUIRED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PILOT PHASE OF THE BIOSAFETY CLEARING-HOUSE (in United States dollars)

	
	Expenditures
	Cost

	I.
	Equipment
	

	
	Database server
	20,000

	
	Software
	10,000

	II.
	Meetings/workshops
	

	
	Regional meetings on the BCH (4 meetings of 3 days duration each)
	300,000

	
	Technical experts review meeting
	70,000

	III.
	Consultants
	

	
	Database design
	25,000

	
	Interface implementation
	75,000

	
	Subtotal
	500,000

	IV.
	Programme support costs (13%)
	65,000

	
	Total cost
	565,000

	
	Remaining balance of contributions received
	24,000

	
	Additional funds required
	541,000
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