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Report of the INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON BIOSAFETY

Note by the Executive Secretary 

1. The Intergovernmental Committee for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (ICCP) was established by paragraph 5 of decision EM-I/3 adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity at its first extraordinary meeting.  In paragraph 6 of the same decision, the Conference of the Parties decided that ICCP should undertake, with the support of the Executive Secretary, the preparations necessary for the first meeting of the Parties to the Protocol, at which time the Committee will cease to exist, taking into account the budgetary provisions adopted by the Conference of the Parties. 

2. The work plan for the Intergovernmental Committee for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (ICCP) was adopted by the fifth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (decision V/1, annex).  The work plan is reproduced in the annex to the present note for ease of reference.

3. The Intergovernmental Committee held its first meeting in Montpellier, France, in December 2000, and its second in Nairobi, Kenya, in October 2001. At the end of its second meeting, the Intergovernmental Committee forwarded a recommendation to the Conference of the Parties highlighting the need for further preparatory work by the Committee before the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol.  By decision VI/1, paragraph 2, the Conference of the Parties authorized the convening of a third meeting of the Intergovernmental Committee.  Consequently, a third meeting was held back-to-back with the sixth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention in The Hague in April 2002.  

4. The reports of these three meetings are being circulated as addenda to the present document (UNEP/CBD/BS/COP-MOP/1/3/Add.1-3).

5. The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol is invited to take note of the reports of the ICCP, on the understanding that the substantive recommendations they contain will be taken up under the agenda items to which they pertain.

Annex

work plan of the intergovernmental committee for the cartagena protocol on biosafety

A. 
Issues for consideration by the ICCP at its first meeting

1. 
Decision-making (Article 10, para. 7)
Issue: Identification of basic elements for appropriate procedures and mechanisms to facilitate decision-making by Parties of import. 

2. 
Information-sharing (Article 20, Article 19)
Issues:

· Determination of needs of Parties 

· Overview of existing activities/systems and possibilities for cooperation 

· Design of data-input systems 

· Development of common formats for reporting, e.g., decisions, national legislations, points of contact, focal points, summaries of risk assessments, etc. 

· Development of operational systems, information-management policies and procedures for receiving and making information available, including quality-insurance procedures 

· Means to ensure confidentiality of information 

· Financial and technological resource requirements 

· Other issues (such as Article 5). 

3. 
Capacity-building (Article 22, Article 28)
Issues: 

· Identification of the needs and involvement of Parties 

· Establishment and role of the roster of experts 

· Overview of completed activities in the field of biosafety (e.g., capacity-building workshop in Mexico) 

· Overview of existing programmes/projects/activities and possibilities for cooperation (e.g., UNEP activities and possible role) 

· Multilateral, regional and bilateral cooperation and the need for common understanding and harmonization 

· Involvement of the private sector 

· Elements of capacity-building with respect to risk assessment and management in accordance with Article 15, Article 16 and Annex III of the Protocol 

· Role of the Secretariat of the Convention 

· Financial and technological resource requirements 

· Other issues (such as Article 6) 

4. 
Handling, transport, packaging and identification (Article 18) 

Issues: 

· Overview of relevant international rules and standards pertaining to handling, transport, packaging and identification 

· Consideration of modalities for developing standards with regard to handling, transport, packaging and identification 

5. 
Compliance (Article 34) 

Issues: 

· Elements for a compliance regime 

· Options for a compliance regime 

B. 
Issues for consideration by the ICCP at its second meeting

1. 
Liability and redress (Article 27) 

Issue: Elaboration of a draft recommendation on the process for elaboration of international rules and procedures in the field of liability and redress for damage resulting from transboundary movements of living modified organisms, including, inter alia: 

· Review of existing relevant instruments 

· Identification of elements for liability and redress 

2. 
Monitoring and reporting (Article 33) 

Issue: Format and timing for reporting. 

3. 
Secretariat (Article 31) 

Issue: Development of a programme budget for the biennium following the entry into force of the Protocol. 

4. 
Guidance to the financial mechanism (Article 28, para. 5, Article 22) 

Issue: Elaboration of guidance for the financial mechanism. 

5. Rules of procedure for the meeting of the Parties 

Issue: Consideration of rules of procedure. 

6. 
Consideration of other issues necessary for effective implementation of the Protocol (e.g., Article 29, para. 4) 

7. Elaboration of a draft provisional agenda for the first meeting of the Parties

Items for continued consideration from the first meeting of the ICCP 

8. 
Decision-making (Article 10, para. 7) 

9. 
Information-sharing (Article 20) 

10. 
Capacity-building (Article 22, Article 28, para. 28) 

11 
Handling, transport, packaging and identification (Article 18) 

Issue: Modalities for a process for discussion on Article 18, paragraph 2 (a) by the first meeting of the Parties. 

12. 
Compliance (Article 34)
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