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SUBMISSIONS FROM PARTIES AND OTHER GOVERNMENTS

	Burundi
	

	
	[18 DECEMBER 2009]  [ORIGINAL: FRENCH]


Awareness, education and public participation are important for the effective implementation of the Protocol. The elements of the work programme on awareness, education and public participation in the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety would be centred around the following points: 


* Exchange of information 

- Establishment of networks for information exchange on a subregional or regional level to facilitate information exchange on lessons learned from promoting awareness, education and public participation; 

- Organization of training workshops and discussions for groups of actors involved in biosafety; 

- Setting up at regional or sub-regional, information centres on biosafety to facilitate the timely dissemination; 

- Organization of forums to facilitate exchange of views and experiences on ways and means of raising awareness, education and participation concerning living modified organisms; 

- Create and maintain a newsletter on biosafety. 


* Exchange of experiences and know-how 

- Use the roster of experts, available on the BCH, to identify experts in awareness, education and public participation 


* Cooperation in the field of training and capacity building 

- Training of journalists specialized in environmental problems, in the field of prevention and management of biosafety for strengthening the role of media in the implementation of paragraph 1 a) of Article 23 of Protocol; 

- Training of trainers in pedagogical and communication techniques and methods to create a pool of experts in biosafety that can be mobilized in each region; 

- Exchanges of professionals and twinning programs between various countries and organizations.
	European Union
	

	
	[13 NOVEMBER 2009]  [ORIGINAL: ENGLISH]


[image: image4.emf]
[image: image5.emf]
	Liberia
	

	
	[15 DECEMBER 2009]  [ORIGINAL: ENGLISH]


Introduction:  The need for effective and efficient mechanism for public awareness, education and participation cannot be overstressed in view of the complexity and controversy associated with Modern Biotechnology. The need is especially greater in societies with limited resources and capacity, for sustained programs and necessary tools as well as facilities to engage key stakeholders. However, whether in developed, developing, or underdeveloped countries, there are common problems in respect of public awareness, education, and participation which will require concerted efforts. The Program of Work must sort out and identify these common problems.

Liberia’s view on the subject matter for this submission takes into consideration the following elements:

· Information needs assessment

· Language barrier

· Networking

· Communication tools

· Training

Information needs assessment
Communication and awareness needs assessment/study which would ascertain the level of sector readiness and societal requirements should be carried out.  This could be in the form of simple baseline survey targeting major stakeholders; or through consultative meetings, interviews, literature review, etc;

Language barrier

Translate into simple version or the local languages literature containing basic information/developments. 

Networking 

Establish a website to enhance and facilitate information dissemination amongst at all stakeholders including in regulators, the private sector, scientists, farmers, consumers, and technocrats.

Communication tools

Produce handouts, leaflets, radio and television programme, print articles in newspapers, etc. Carry out demonstrations through dramas and cultural performances, plan community outreach activities and use posters.  This will aim at farmers, community dwellers, civil society, and private and public institutions.

Training

 Conduct awareness training for stakeholders including   scientists, academicians, consumers, private institutions, and civil society.
	Malaysia
	

	
	[14 DECEMBER 2009]  [ORIGINAL: ENGLISH]


It has been observed that the five programme elements of the multi-year programme of work are rather comprehensive and it should be continued by the Secretariat and all Parties.  However, Malaysia would like to make observation pertaining to some of the activities outlined in the outreach strategy for the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.  
We must realize that besides the use of website, publications and electronic mass media, radio still remains the most important media for the dissemination of biosafety information among most of the developing countries.  The cost of using radio would be much lower as compared to the other media of communications, which might also not be easily available in some of the developing countries.  Therefore, more work needs to be done to encourage the use of radio by government agencies and private organizations in biosafety outreach activities.    
In addition, since the adoption of the outreach strategy for the CPB is almost five years now, Malaysia would like to propose an international survey to be carried out to evaluate peoples’ perception on the issues of GMOs/LMOs and from the result of the survey, a more comprehensive plan for awareness programme on balance biotechnology and biosafety could be formulated by the Secretariat and Parties.  Similarly, a national level survey may also be carried out and suitable awareness programme formulated based on the outcome of the survey.  
	Mexico
	

	
	[28 DECEMBER 2009]  [ORIGINAL: SPANISH]


The Government of Mexico in response to notification Ref: SCBD/BS/UN/jh/67565 concerning decision BS-IV/17 of the Fourth Conference of the Parties serving as Meeting of Parties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety (COP-MOP 4) inviting any feedback and suggestions on possible elements for the programme of work on public awareness, education and participation in relation to the transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms; thanked the Secretariat the opportunity to take part in the integration of the work programme for consideration by COP-MOP 5
Also, assuming that the inputs sent by the other Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations will be taken into account to be integrated into the programme of work on public awareness, education and participation in relation to the transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms, the Government of Mexico presents for your consideration the proposal document enclosed herewith, and which was integrated with the comments of the instances that make up the Commission on Biosafety of Genetically Modified Organisms.
Possible elements of a work programme on awareness, education and public participation relating to the transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms
	VISION

	The population is objectively informed concerning the safe transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms

	MISION

	Establish mechanisms to raise awareness and educate people and encourage active participation on the transfer, handling and use of living modified organisms

	Strategic Objective
	Expected Effects
	Specific Objectives
	Scope of activities / products
	Indicators

	That the countries which are Parties will be able to have a website on biosafety, with an information area with language understandable for all citizens based on scientific criteria.
	That people use the space as a source of reliable information
	A level for children 6-10 years. A space dedicated to minors, including education through entertainment  
	Population at primary level 
	That in primary schools is promoted the use of this tool as part of teaching.

	
	
	Level 11 to 17. Space to provide back to school work and to exchange views
	Population at middle and high school
	Incorporate the topic in textbooks.



	
	
	Level 18 and over. Space dedicated to people seeking to know the subject.
	University population and the general public
	Number of hits to the official website.

	Dissemination of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.
	Increased public awareness of key sectors as well as generally on the scope and importance of the Protocol
	Workshops
Forums
Seminars
	The general population
	Number of workshops, forums and seminars that are made nationally by the competent authority to implement the Protocol

	Dissemination of the national regulatory framework applicable specifically implements the protocol.
	
	Outreach forums and workshops aimed at different target groups using
Information material designed for that purpose.
	General public and particularly developers and users of technology.
	Information material, number of forums and workshops

	Identify mechanisms for timely information and public participation
	That people use the space as a source of reliable information and promote public participation.
	Having appropriate mechanisms for information and participation on biosafety and biotechnology.
	General public and particularly developers and users of technology.
	Official pages presenting information and responding to public participation.


SUBMISSIONS FROM ORGANIZATIONS

	Aarhus convention
	

	
	[22 APRIL 2010]  [ORIGINAL: ENGLISH]


	Programme Element 4.  Mechanisms for public participation

	Goal: To promote public participation in decision-making regarding living modified organisms


	Operational objectives
	Suggested activities
	Expected Outcomes

	4.1 To establish mechanisms and procedures to consult and involve the public in the decision-making process regarding LMOs and to make the results of such decisions available to the public.
	(a) Establish or strengthen legal and institutional frameworks to facilitate public participation in decision-making regarding living modified organisms.

(b) Put in place mechanisms to notify the public, in a timely and effective manner, about planned public consultations and opportunities to participate in decision-making regarding new LMO applications (e.g. announcements on national websites and/or local newspapers). These mechanisms should be designed bearing in mind the mediums through which the public can most readily receive information, and may require the use of multiple mediums.
(c) Establish platforms (e.g. public hearings, e-forums, etc) to facilitate public comments, feedback and appeal regarding applications for field trials and commercial releases of living modified organisms.

(d) Provide training to decision-makers in how to take due account of the outcomes of public participation when making decisions regarding living modified organisms.

(e) Provide training to decision-makers in drafting decisions that clearly demonstrate how the outcomes of public participation have been taken into account in the decision-making.
(f)  Establish or strengthen mechanisms/bodies to monitor and foster regular, transparent and objective public consultation and participation and to assess the extent to which the outcomes of public participation are taken into account in decision-making regarding living modified organisms.

	(a) The public is well informed in a timely manner about the right to participate in decision-making processes regarding LMOs.

(b) The public has the information  needed to participate effectively in the decision-making processes.

(c) Timely and informed participation of the public in decision-making processes.

(d) Due account is taken of the outcome of public participation in decision-making regarding LMOs.

(e) The text of LMO decisions are made publicly available along with the reasons and considerations on which it is based. 

(f) Safeguards established to ensure regular, transparent and objective public consultation/ participation.

	4.2 To promote sharing of experiences, resource materials and information on public participation in decision-making regarding living modified organisms.
	(a) Identify, document and exchange through the BCH information on good practices and lessons learned in promoting public participation in decision-making regarding living modified organisms.

(b) Prepare and disseminate, online and in hard copy and in the national language, a good practice handbook in public participation to serve as a practical resource for public officials responsible for organizing public participation processes.

(c) Identify and promote possible synergies in the application of the Almaty Amendment to the Aarhus Convention and the Lucca Guidelines on Access to Information, Public Participation and Access to Justice with Respect to Genetically Modified Organisms.
	(a) Stakeholders are participating in the development of capacity-building initiatives. 

(b) Capacity-building initiatives have been consistently implemented with the consent of the public.

(c) Most stakeholders involved in capacity-building initiatives have completed training efforts in public participation. 

(d) Best practices and lessons learned of public participation are made available


	African Union
	

	
	[13 NOVEMBER 2009]  [ORIGINAL: ENGLISH]


The following elements could be part of the work program on public participation:

1. Definition of the general public

2. Mechanisms and tools of public awareness/education 

3. Mechanisms and tools for public participation

4. Time frame for meaningful public participation

5. The relationship between public communication, public consultation and public participation

	Global Industry Coalition
	

	
	[3 NOVEMBER 2009]  [ORIGINAL: ENGLISH]
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