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INTRODUCTION

1. At its second meeting in 2005, the Conferencth@fParties serving as the meeting of the Parties
to the Protocol, in paragraph 4 of decision BS;ld@cided to establish an Ad Hoc Technical Expert
Group on Risk Assessment, and welcomed the off¢heiGovernment of Italy to provide the necessary
financial support for a meeting of the Group ptiorthe third meeting of the Conference of the Barti
serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Pofitoc

2. Pursuant to the establishment of the Ad Hoc fieah Expert Group on Risk Assessment, the
Executive Secretary is convening, with the genesayport of the Government of Italy, a meetinghaf t
Group, to be held in Rome from 15 to 18 Novembed520According to the terms of reference for the
Group as contained in the annex to decision BS-i® Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group shall:

(@) Consider the nature and scope of existing aumes to risk assessment based on
national experiences and existing guidance maserial

(b) Evaluate the relevance of existing approachesguidance materials to risk assessment
under the Protocol, and identify gaps in thosetijsapproaches and guidance materials;

(© Identify specific areas where limitations inpaaity may be an impediment to effective
implementation of the risk assessment provisionthefProtocol at national level, and where capacity
building activities may be particularly important;

(d) Submit a report for consideration by the thindeting of the Conference of the Parties
serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Pofitoc

3. Also in the terms of reference contained inahaex to decision BS-I1/9, the Conference of the
Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties éoPttotocol noted that the deliberations of the Ast H
Technical Expert Group shall be based primarily on:

(a) Information provided in the interim nationapeets referred to in paragraphs 3 and 5 of
that decision;

(b) Guidance materials listed in the annex to tbeiew of existing guidance material
relevant to risk assessment and risk managemenERIBBD/BS/COP-MOP/2/9), which are now
available through the Biosafety Information Reseutentre alttp:/bch.biodiv.org/resources/resources.shtml

(© Any other relevant materials made availabléHgySecretariat;

/...
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4. Accordingly, a provisional list of documents andterials for the meeting is provided in annex |
to this document.

ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE MEETING

5. The meeting will be opened by a representativheExecutive Secretary at 10 a.m. on Tuesday,
15 November 2005. A representative of the Govermnoé Italy will welcome the participants. The
representative of the Secretariat will then exptaapurpose of the meeting, its mandate, andxpeated
outputs.

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS
2.1. Election of officers
6. After introducing themselves, the Group will ineited to elect the chair of the meeting. It is

usual practice for the host government to makeopgaal in this regard. The Group may also wisHeote
a Rapporteur.

2.2. Adoption of the agenda

7. The Group will be invited to adopt the agendatfe meeting on the basis of the provisional
agenda (UNEP/CBD/BS/AHTEG-RA/1/1), prepared by Executive Secretary in line with decision BS-
[1/9 of the Conference of the Parties serving asitieeting of the Parties to the Protocol.

2.3. Organization of work
8. The language of the meeting will be English.
9. The Group may wish to consider the proposednizgtion of its work as contained in annex Il

below. The Group may wish to conduct all of itsilolations in plenary, or break into smaller grotgrs
consideration of specific issues.

ITEM 3. SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

3.1. Consideration of the nature and scope of existing approachesto risk
assessment based on national experiences and existing guidance

materials
10. Under this agenda item, experts will consitierriature and scope of existing approaches to risk
assessment.
11. In order to assist the deliberations, the Groay wish to consider:

(a) A synthesis of the information related to readsessment and risk management received
in interim national reports on implementation of fArotocol (UNEP/CBD/BS/AHTEG-RA/1/2);

(b) Guidance materials annexed to the note by tteciive Secretary on risk assessment
and risk management prepared for the second mesftitngg Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity serving as the meeting bé tParties to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety
(UNEP/CBD/BS/COP-MOP/2/9) and the additional guiceamaterials listed in annex | below;

(© The characterization of existing approachessioassessment contained in paragraphs 8
to 15 of the above-mentioned note by the Exec\Beretary (UNEP/CBD/BS/COP-MOP/2/9).

3.2. Evaluation of the relevance of existing approaches and guidance
materialsto risk assessment under the Protocol, and identification of
gaps in those existing approaches and guidance materials

12. Based on the outcome of discussions regartieghature and scope of existing approaches to
risk assessment, under agenda item 3.1, the Grdupenexpected to identify gaps in those approache
and guidance materials in relation to their releeato risk assessment under the Protocol.
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33 I dentification of specific areas where limitationsin capacity may be an impediment
to effective implementation of the risk assessment provisions of the Protocol at
national level, and where capacity-building activities may be particularly important

13. Under this agenda item, the Group will consajecific areas where limitations in capacity may
be an impediment to effective implementation of sk assessment provisions of the Protocol abnati
level, and specific areas where capacity-buildictivdies may be particularly important.

3.4 Preparation of areport for consideration by the third meeting of the
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Partiesto the
Protocol

14, Under this agenda item, the Group will formeldtts findings in the form of a report for
consideration by the third meeting of the Confeeeotcthe Parties serving as the meeting of thadRaia
the Protocol.

ITEM 4. OTHER MATTERS
15. Under this item, participants will be invitemlraise other matters related to the subject matfter
the meeting for discussion.
ITEM 5. ADOPTION OF REPORT
16. The Group will consider and adopt its reporthum basis of the draft report of the meeting to be
prepared by the Rapporteur, with the assistantieedbecretariat and the Chair.
ITEM 6. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING
17. It is expected that the meeting will be clobgd.30 p.m. on Friday, 18 November 2005.
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Annex |

PROVISIONAL LIST OF DOCUMENTSAND GUIDANCE MATERIALSFORTHE ADHOC
TECHNICAL EXPERT GROUP ON RISK ASSESSMENT

DOCUMENTS:
Symbol Title

UNEP/CBD/BS/AHTEG-RA/1/1 Provisional agenda

UNEP/CBD/BS/AHTEG-RA/1/1/Add.1 Annotations to theovisional agenda

UNEP/CBD/BS/AHTEG-RA/1/2 Synthesis of informationelated to risk
assessment and risk management received in
interim national reports on implementation of
the Protocol

UNEP/CBD/BS/COP-MOP/2/9 Risk assessment and risk nag@ment

(Articles 15 and 16) — pre-session paper for the
second meeting of the Conference of the Parties
to the Convention on Biological Diversity
serving as the meeting of the Parties to the
Protocol.

GUIDANCE MATERIALS:

Guidance materials were summarized in the annefo¢oment UNEP/CBD/BS/COP-MOP/2/9 and were
subsequently made available through the Biosafetyforihation Resource Center at
http:/bch.biodiv.org/resources/resources.shifl addition, the Executive Secretary is pleageprovide reference
to the following two additional guidance materials:

1. Hilbeck, Andow, and Fontes [Eds]. 2006. Enviremtal risk assessment of genetically modified
organisms Volume 2: methodologies for assessingpBon in Brazil [uncorrected proofs].

Key Characteristics:
» Detailed case-study development of the methodolfgya risk assessment, focusing on a
particular trait in a particular receiving enviroemnt
« This book is the second in the series — the firas weviewed as guidance material #24 in
document UNEP/CBD/BS/COP-MOP/2/9.

2. Public Research and Regulation Initiative — Dgafide for notifications and risk assessments for
releases into the environment of genetically mediforganisms; module 1: genetically modified crop
plants [draft]. Available atww.pubresreg.org

Key Characteristics:
« Practical guidance for approaching risk assessinaasponse to receipt of a notification.
« Focuses on information requirements and the org#oiz of information to facilitate risk
assessment.
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Annex 1

PROPOSED ORGANIZATION OF WORK FOR THE AD HOC TECHNICAL EXPERT GROUP

ON RISK ASSESSMENT

Agenda items

Tuesday, 15 November 2005
10amto 1pm

1 — Opening of the meeting
2.1 — Election of officers

2.2 — Adoption of the agenda
2.3 — Organization of work

3.1 — Consideration of the nature and scope oftiagis
approaches to risk assessment based on naf
experiences and existing guidance materials

3.2 — Evaluation of the relevance of existing apptees
and guidance materials to risk assessment unde
Protocol, and identification of gaps in those @ript
approaches and guidance materials

Tuesday, 15 November 2005
2:30pm to 5:30pm

Continuation of agenda items 3.1 and 3.2

Wednesday, 16 November 2005
10amto 1pm

Continuation of agenda items 3.1 and 3.2

Wednesday, 16 November 2005
2:30pm to 5:30pm

3.3 — Identification of specific areas where lirtidas in
capacity may be an impediment to effect
implementation of the risk assessment provisionthef
Protocol at national level, and where capacityding
activities may be particularly important.

Thursday, 17 November 2005
10am to 1pm

Continuation of agenda item 3.3

Thursday, 17 November 2005
2:30pm to 5:30pm

3.4 — Preparation of a report for considerationtlogy
third meeting of the Conference of the Partiesiagras
the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol.

ional

the

Friday, 18 November 2005
10am to 1pm

Continuation of agenda item 3.4

Friday, 18 November 2005
2:30pm to 5:30pm

4 — Other matters
5 — Adoption of the report

6 — Closure of the meeting




