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SECOND AD HOC TECHNICAL EXPERT GROUP ON 

BIODIVERSITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE 

Drafting Committee Meeting 

Cape Town, South Africa, 20-24 July 2009 

REPORT OF THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE 

1. The Second Ad Hoc Technical Expert Group (AHTEG) on Biodiversity and Climate Change was 

convened in response to decision IX/16 of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD). The purpose of this AHTEG was to provide biodiversity-relevant information to the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) through the provision of 

scientific and technical advice and assessment on the integration of the conservation and sustainable use 

of biodiversity into climate change mitigation and adaptation activities. 

2. In order to facilitate the full and effective completion of the terms of reference as outlined in 

annex III to decision IX/16, the AHTEG convened two meetings; the first was held in London from 17 

to 21 November 2008, and the second in Helsinki from 18 to 22 April 2009. 

3. The reports of these two meetings have been circulated to Parties and other organizations for peer 

review through notification 2009-059 (ref. SCBD/STTM/JM/JW/ac/67599 of 3 June 2009) with a 

request for comments to be submitted by the 30 June 2009.  

4. The purpose of the drafting committee meeting was to consider the peer-review comments and 

accordingly finalize the draft report of the AHTEG for submission to the Bureaus of the Conference of 

the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 

and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) for their consideration. 

ITEM 1.  OPENING OF THE MEETING 

5.  The meeting was opened by Mr. Guy Midgley, on behalf of the Government of South Africa, at 

9.30 a.m. on Monday, 20 July 2009. Mr. Midgley welcomed participants to the meeting and thanked the 

South Africa National Biodiversity Institute for hosting the meeting. Mr. Midgley invited participants to 

nominate Mr. Bob Watson as the chair for the session. Participants agreed with the proposal and Mr. 

Watson took over as the chair of the session with assistance from the co-chairs of the AHTEG. 

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

2.1 Organization of work 

6. Ms. Jaime Webbe from the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity briefed 

participants on the peer-review process, the contributions received and the documents available for 

consideration by the committee. Ms. Webbe also informed participants that a number of additional 

comments had been received since the documents were prepared for the meeting. As such, a revised 

version of the document had been e-mailed to all participants. 
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7. The committee decided to begin its work in plenary to consider the general comments and the key 

messages before breaking into small groups to consider the main sections of the report. The committee 

decided that the working hours of the meeting would be 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. 

ITEM 3.  REVIEW OF COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE MAIN MESSAGES  

8. The committee reviewed the specific comments received on the main messages as outlined in the 

revised version of the draft report circulated at the start of the meeting. Based on the comments received, 

the group revised the main messages and reorganized the order of the messages. The group also 

considered text from the London meeting which was removed from the report sent for peer review but 

which responded to some of the comments received during the peer review. 

ITEM 4. REVIEW OF COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE REMAINDER OF THE 

DRAFT REPORT 

9. Under this agenda item, the committee formed break-out groups according to sections of the 

report to consider the comments outlined in the revised version of the draft report circulated at the start of 

the meeting as well as the summary of general comments. Each group made changes based on the 

comments and reported back to the plenary on the changes made and the main issues that remain to be 

addressed. The mitigation group also revisited earlier versions of the section text. 

ITEM 5.  PEER-REVIEW OF THE ENTIRE REPORT 

10 Based on the work of the small break-out groups, the committee, with the exception of the small 

group working on the mitigation section (who continued to work on this section as it required more time), 

peer reviewed the entire draft report of the AHTEG with the exception of the mitigation section with a 

view to developing a final proposal for submission to the Bureaus of the Conference of the Parties and 

SBSTTA for their consideration, following consultations with the rest of the AHTEG members. 

11 During the process of conducting the peer review, the committee identified a number of 

outstanding references and wording issues to be addressed. It was agreed that wording issues would be 

addressed prior to the circulation of the document to the other AHTEG members while the finalization of 

references would take place in parallel to the review by other AHTEG members. 

12  Due to time constraints, the committee agreed to review the revised mitigation section between 

6 p.m. Friday, 24 July 2009, and 9 p.m. Sunday, 26 July 2009 (South African local time). Furthermore, 

since the team working on mitigation was unable to participate in the peer review of the entire report, the 

committee was unable to conclude its work with an approved version of the entire report. 

ITEM 6.  OTHER MATTERS 

13 Participants expressed their gratitude to the Government of South Africa for hosting the Drafting 

Committee Meeting. 

14 A schedule for the completion of the document was agreed as follows:  

Circulation of the final drafting committee document to all AHTEG members: 27 July to 3 August 

Chairs teleconference concerning final text:  7 August (8 a.m. Montreal time) 

Chairs submit final text: 11 August  

Final document circulated to COP Bureau for regional consultations: 15 August 

Consideration of the approval of the document by the COP Bureau: 9 September  

ITEM 7.  ADOPTION OF THE REPORT AND CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

15 The Committee adopted its report on the basis of the draft report of the meeting. 

16 The meeting closed at 6 p.m. on Friday, 24 July 2009. 
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Annex 

 LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

CBD Parties 

Botswana 

  1. Dr. Nkobi Mpho Moleele  

 National Project Coordinator 

 University of Botswana 

 Maun  

 Botswana 

 Tel.:  +267 686 4129 

 E-Mail:  nmoleele@orc.ub.bw, moleelnm@mopipi.ub.bw 

Brazil 

 2.  Dr. Haroldo de Oliveira Machado Filho 

 Special Adviser of the Interministerial Commission on Climate Change 

Esplanada dos Ministerios 

Block E - 2nd floor - Room 242 

70067-900-Brasilia DF-Brazil 

 Tel.:  (+55 61) 3317-8130 

 Fax:  (+55 61) 3317-7657 

 E-Mail:  haroldo@mct.gov.br 

Web: http://www.mct.gov.br/clima  

Finland 

 3. Prof. Heikki Toivonen  

 Research Director 

 Finnish Environment Institute 

 P.O. Box 140 

 Mechelininkatu 34 a 

 Fin-00251 Helsinki FIN-00251 

 Finland 

 Tel.:  +358 20 490 2208 

 Fax:  +358 20 490 2490 

 E-Mail:  heikki.toivonen@ymparisto.fi 

 Web:  www.environment.fi/syke 

 

South Africa 

  4. Dr. Guy Midgley  

 Chief Director 

 Climate Change and Bio-Adaptation Division 

 South African National Biodiversity Institute 

 Private Bag X101 

 Pretoria 0001  

 South Africa 

 Tel.:  27-21-799-8707; 27-21-799-8800 

 E-Mail:  midgley@sanbi.org 

 E-Mail:  Zmerli2004@yahoo.fr 

mailto:haroldo@mct.gov.br
http://www.mct.gov.br/clima
http://www.environment.fi/syke
mailto:Zmerli2004@yahoo.fr
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Thailand 

  5. Dr. Kansri Boonpragob  

 Department of Biology 

 Faculty of Science 

 Ramkhamhaeng University 

 Bangkapi 

 Bangkok 10240 

 Thailand 

 Tel.:  66-02-310-8395 

 E-Mail:  kansri@ru.ac.th, bkansri@hotmail.com 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

 6. Prof. Robert Watson   

 Department of Environment  

 University of East Anglia 

 Norwich 

 Norfolk, NR4 7TJ 

 United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Tel.: 44-(0)1603-593118 

E-Mail: robert.watson@uea.ac.uk 

  

 Chief Scientific Advisor  

 Department of environment, food and rural affairs  

 Nobel House 

 17 Smith Sq. 

 London SWIP 3JR 

 United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Tel.: 44-(0)20-7238-1645 or 44-07825-721-370 

E-Mail: robert.watson@defra.gsi.gov.uk  

United Nations and Specialized Agencies 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate  

Change (UNFCCC) 

  7. Ms. Hanna B. Hoffmann  

 Programme Officer, SBSTA Focal Point, Adaptation, Technology and Science Programme 

 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

 Martin-Luther-King Str.8 

 Bonn 53175 

 Germany 

 Tel.:  49 228 815 1110 

 Fax:  49 228 815 1999 

 E-Mail:  hhoffmann@unfccc.int 

 

Intergovernmental Organizations 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

  8. Mr. Neville Ash  

 Head 

 Ecosystem Management Programme 

mailto:robert.watson@defra.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:hhoffmann@unfccc.int
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 International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

 Rue Mauverney 28 

 CH-1196, Gland 

 Switzerland 

 Tel.:  +41 22 999 0273 

 E-Mail:  neville.ash@iucn.org  

World Bank 

  9. Mr. Ian Noble  

 Lead Climate Change Specialist 

 The World Bank 

 1818 H St NW 

 Washington DC, USA 20433 

 Mail Stop MC 5-517 

 Tel: +1 202 473 1329 

 E-Mail:  inoble@worldbank.org 

 

Non-Governmental Organizations 

Conservation International (CI) 

 10. Dr. Celia A. Harvey  

 Vice President 

 Global Change and Ecosystem Services 

 Center for Applied Biodiversity Science 

 Conservation International 

 2011 Crystal Drive 

 Suite 500 

 Arlington, VA 22202 

 United States of America 

 Tel.: 703-341-2775 

 Fax: 703-979-2514  

 E-Mail:  c.harvey@conservation.org 

 Web:  http://www.conservation.org 

 

Indigenous and Local Community Organizations 

Asociacion Indigena de Limoncocha 

  11. Mr. Johnson Cerda  

 Adviser / Member 

 Comuna Santa Elena 

 Urbanixacion Palermo Bloque H2 

 Casa 37 (chillogallo) 

 Quito 

 Ecuador 

 Tel.:  +593 2 303 2258 

 E-Mail:  johnson.cerda@gmail.com 

 

mailto:neville.ash@iucn.org
mailto:inoble@worldbank.org
http://www.conservation.org/
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SCBD 

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

  12. Ms. Jaime Webbe  

 Programme Officer 

 Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 

 413 St. Jacques Street, Office 800 

 Montreal, Quebec, H2Y 1N9 

 Canada 

 Tel.:  +1(514)-287-8718 

 Fax:  +1(514) 288 6588 

 E-Mail:  jaime.webbe@cbd.int  

 Web:  http://www.cbd.int 
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