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The AOSIS Ministers and Heads of Dalegation of member States of
the Alllance of Small Island States (AQOSIS) met in Nassau, The
Bahamas, on 8 December 1994 during the First Conferance of the
Parties to the United Natons Convention on Biological Diversity.

The meeting was attended by Honourable Ministers and Heads of
Delegation of the following AOSIS member States: Antigua and Barbuda,
The Bahamas, Comarrve, The Cook Islands, Cuba, Grenada, Guinea-
Bissau, The Maldives, the Marshall Islands, Mauritdus, The Federated
States of Micronesia, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, and The
Seychelles, Also present at the meeting were the President of the
Conference, the Executive Director of the United NaHons Environment
Programme, and a representative of the South Pacific Regional
Environment Programma.

The Ministers;

Warmly thanked the people and the Government of the
Commonweaith of the Bahamas, a member of AOQOSIS, for taking the
iniHative in, and so magnificently hosting, the First Conference of the
Parties of thsa Convention on Biological Diversity.

the crucial importance of coope.raﬁon among small
island deveioping statee, on an inter- and intra-regional basis, on the
conservation and sustainabls usa of hiological diversity.

Therefors affirmed the need for Ministers to engage (n
consultations as often as circumstances permit.

Confirmed the high priority that small island developing states
place on the conservation and sustainable use of hiclogical diversity, in
light of the unique species diversmity of small island developing states,
their small size, isclaHon and the fragility of their ecosystams, and
their limited economic base. '

Notad that although the full extent of the hiodiversity of small
island developing states remains unknown, there is evidenca that
considerable terrestrial species diversity exists on igland countries and
that these countries are even richer in marine genetic resources and
species which thrive in their coastal ecosystems.

Noted with concern, however, that, on account of the small size
of islands and the endemic nature of many species' gene pools, the
bioclogical diversity of islands {8 extremely fragile and that minor
anthropogenic disturbances that may have littla or no impact on the
biodiversity of continental countries can have savere adversa impacts on
the biodiversity of small island countries. Fragility and endemity are
therefore tha two major characteristics of small {slands’' hiodiversity that
warrant urgent conservation measures.

Therefore, expressed deep satisfaction at the inclusion of coastal
and marine biodiversity as a priority itam in ths medium-term work
program of the Confarence of the Parties to the United Nations
Convention on Biaological Diversity, and their readiness to contributa to



the implementation of specific activities for the protection of coral reefs,
marine fisheries, and integrated coastal zone management.

Weicomed the entry into force and impiemantation of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and anticipated with
satisfaction tha successful conclusion of negotiations of the United
Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish
Stocks, with the hope that these agreements will aenahle the
international community to cooperats effectively in proutecting and
conserving marine and coastal biological diversity.

Accepted the need for international cooperation for the protection
andmnaervaﬂmotmﬂneandcoastalbiologicﬂdiwmtythmugha
globai regime on land-based sources of marins pollution, including a
legally-binding instrument for the regulaton of the discharge of
pergistent organic pollutants into the ocean.

Recognized the urgent need to phase out the substances that
deplata the ozone layer and called upon the i{nternational community, in
particular, the Muitlataral Fund under the Montreal Protoool, to
enhance the implementation of country Programmes by providing
adequate and timely funds.

Emphasized the threat that accelerated climata change, and
pmdictadﬂmmthelevelandtampentureotthaaeu,poaatomgﬂe
marine and coastal biclogical diversity, and called upon the developed
country Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change to demonstrats that they are taking the lsad toward achisving
the Convention's Objective by adopting, at their first Conference of the
Partiea, the proposed Protocol on the Reducton of Greenhouse Gas

Reaffirmed the need for small Island developing states to
participate fully in the global efforts toward sustainable daevelopment,
and in particular, to continue and intensify thair participation in the
kayintarnaﬁmalnaqoﬁaﬁmsmthaamsofunlogicaldivemty,the
law of the sea, fisheries, land-based sources of marine pollution, trans-
goundary movemant of hazardous wastes, climata change and ozone
apletion.

Emphagized the urgent needs of small island developing states for
new and additional financial rescurces, provided in adequate,

pPredictable and tmely flows, in order to respond effectivaly to thesa
challanges.

Stressed the essential importance to small island developing states
of technical cooperation and capacity bufiding for the conservaton and
sustainable use of blalogical diversity.

Recalled the Preambls, and Article 20.6 of the Convention on
Blological Diversity, which requires Contracting Parties in their actons
with regard to funding and transfer of technologies to take into
consideration the special conditions of small island developing states.






