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Appex J 

Pretoria Declaration 
10 October 1995 

We, the participants of the African regional meeting preparatory to the second meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, having met in Pretoria, South 
Africa from 9 to \0 October 1995: 

Deeply concerned at the alarming rate of loss of biological diversity and its impact on the socio­
economic development of African countries; 

Recalling that biological diversity is a cross-cutting issue and the implementation of the Convention 
should be understood accordingly; 

Recognizing the need for a balanced implementation of the threefold objectives of the Convention 
related to the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair and 
equitable sharing of its benefits; 

Stressing the need to pay attention to and to address the specific and difficult socio-economic conditions 
of the African continent where most of the least developed countries of the world are located; 

Stressing also the importance of scientific, technical, technological and financial international 
cooperation for the implementation of the Convention; 

Determined to spare no effort to promote the timely implementation of the commitments contained in 
the Convention; 

Agree on the following: 

J. Ratification 

I. Urges all countries which have not yet ratified the Convention to do SO as soon as possible 
pursuant to resolution 491117 of the United Nations General Assembly and the relevant provisions of 
the report of the third session of the Commission on Sustainable Development; 

U. Participation 

2. Urges all the African countries to participate effectively in all meetings convened under the 
Convention, and in particular the meetings of the Conference of the Parties and 
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice and their respective subsidiary 
organs; 

UJ. Coordination of the activities of the African Group 

3. In the light of the importance attached to the successful outcome of the Jakarta meeting, agrees 
to mandate the delegation of Zimbabwe, in its capacity as current Chairman of the African 
Ministerial Conference on Environment (AMCEN) to coordinate the position of the African Group 
during the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

I ... 
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4. Reaffinns that such common position of the African countries should be promoted within the 
overall position of the Group of 77 and China on all relevant issues on the agenda of the second 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

IV. Pending issues arising from the work of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

5. Reaffinns the position presented by the Group of 77 and China on the pending issues arising 
from the work of the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties related to paragraph I of rule 40 of 
the rules of procedure for meetings of the Conference of the Parties and paragraphs 4 and 16 of the 
financial rules for the administration of the Trust Fund for the Convention; 

6. Stresses that a voting procedure that insists on consensus, when such a consensus cannot be 
reached, will not be acceptable to the African Group as it will be seen as undennining the activities of 
the Conference of the Parties; 

V. Report of the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice 

7. Welcomes also the results of the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical 
and Technological Advice held in Paris at the headquarters of UNESCO from 4 to 8 September 1995 
and invites the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice to pay due attention 
to the specific needs and circumstances of the African countries in the implementation of its programme 
of work; 

8. Recommends that the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice 
should: 

agree on a focussed programme of work; 

identify innovative ways of mobilizing scientific, technical and technological input; 

carry out in-depth analysis of options for action; 

meet early in the year to allow sufficient time for effective national. regional and 
international consultations prior to the Conference of the Parties; 

VI. The Clearing-house mechanism for technical and scientific cooperation 

9. Stresses the importance attached to the early operation of the Clearing-house mechanism 
established under article 18 of the Convention for technical and scientific cooperation and emphasizes 
the need for its accessibility by all developing countries and in particular by the African countries. Such 
a mechanism should be geared towards supporting the implementation of the Convention at the national 
level through the exchange of scientific and technical infonnation, capacity building, collaborative 
research programmes, and joint ventures, including technological transfer; 

10. Calls upon the donor communities to ensure that adequate funding be reflected in the budget for 
1996 - 97 of the Convention for the early operation of the Clearing-house mechanism for technical and 
scientific cooperation; 

I ... 
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vn. Capacity building 

II. Reaffinns the need to develop capacity-building and human resources in the African countries 
and requests the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties to adopt a medium-tenn programme 
of action which will coincide with its medium-tenn programme of work aimed at strengthening national 
capacities in the areas covered by the Convention and to provide adequate funding for its 
implementation; 

VIII. Development and Transfer of Tecbnology 

12. Endorses the recommendation of the first meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific and 
Technical Advice to establish a Liaison Group to facilitate the implementation of article 16 of the 
Convention in its totality; 

13. Requests the Liaison Group, when it is established, to take fully into consideration the specific 
needs of the African countries in fulfilling its mandate; 

IX. Biosafety 

14. Notes the agreement reached during the Open-ended ad-hoc group of experts on biosafety, held 
in Madrid on 24 to 28 July 1995 in accordance with decision 119 of the first meeting of the Conference 
of the Parties; 

IS. Urges the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties to establish under its aegis an open-
ended working group to continue the negotiation of an international framework on biosafety on the 
basis of the progress achieved in the Madrid meeting, taking into account the need to facilitate access to 
and transfer of technology, including biotechnology; 

16. Requests the Conference of the Parties to clearly define and adopt the tenns of reference of 
such working group; 

17. Stresses the importance of a balanced representation within the Bureau of such working group 
and recommends that two co-chairpersons from the north and the south be elected to chair this working 
group; 

X. Matters related to financial resources and mechanism 

18. Stresses the importance of developing institutional relationships with the financial mechanism of 
the Convention in full confonnity with the provisions of the Convention; 

19. Reaffinns also the need for adequate financial resources, including those available under the 
financial mechanism of the Convention, to assist the African countries in the implementation of their 
commitments under the Convention and invites the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties to 
identify alternative sources of financing cooperative and partnership projects for the implementation of 
the Convention; 

20. In this context, requests the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties to urgently 
promote the establishment of additional financial mechanisms, including national, sub-regional and 
regional Trust Funds responsive to the immediate needs of the African countries in the effective 
implementation of the Convention, particularly in confonnity with Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 

• 
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Technical and Technological Advice medium-tenn programme of work as approved by the Conference 
of the Parties; 

21. Taking into consideration views expressed by Parties, particularly African countries at the first 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties and with a view to ascertaining that the diversity of concerns 
are adequately addressed by the financial mechanism, the African group holds the strong view that 
different avenues should be explored for the designation of the pennanent institutional structure to 
operate the financial mechanism of the Convention. Therefore requests that the second meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties invites relevant institutional structures to submit infonned proposals to be 
designated as the institutional structure to operate the financial mechanism under paragraph I of article 
21, for a decision to be taken at the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties; 

22. Emphasizes the need to define the relationship between the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, 
Technical and Technological Advice and the Scientific and Technical Advisory Panel (STAP) of the 
Global Environment Facility; 

23. Reaffinns the need for adequate financial resources to be allocated to alleviate poverty in the 
African countries and requests the Conference of the Parties to adopt a programme of work to meet this 
requirement; 

XI. Relationship with other bodies 

24. Emphasizes that the relationship between the Convention and other related bodies should aim at 
accelerating the implementation of the provisions of the Convention; in this context the delay in 
providing support in the fonn of human resources by some international organizations that had agreed 
to do so should not be allowed to have an impact on the implementation of the programme of work of 
the Conference of the Parties, and the financial implications of such support should therefore be duly 
reflected in the budget of the Convention; 

XII. National reports 

2S. Invites the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties to identify ways and means to assist 
the African countries in the preparation of their national reports in accordance with article 26 of the 
Convention and to build their own institutional and human capacities; 

XIII. Bureau of the Conference of the Parties 

26. Confinns the decision taken by the African Group in Nassau to recommend the candidature of 
Cameroon to the Bureau of the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The nomination of the 
second African candidate to the Bureau will be agreed upon at a later stage; 

XIV. Second African regional meeting on biological diversity 

27. Requests the Secretariat to convene a second African preparatory meeting before the third 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties, to be held in 1996. In this regard welcomes the offer of 
Seychelles to host this meeting; 

I ... 
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XV. Presentation of tbe Pretoria Declaration 

28. Invites the Chairman of the meeting or his representative to present the Pretoria Declaration at 
the Opening of the second meeting of the Conference of the Parties and requests the Secretariat to make 
it available to all participants; 

XVI. International Day for Biological Diversity 

29. Notes that 29 December, date of entry into force of the Convention has been proclaimed 
International Day for Biological Diversity by United Nations General Assembly Resolution 491119 and 
urges all African countries to commemorate this day; 

XVII. Tribute to tbe Government of Soutb Africa 

30. Expresses its deep gratitude to the Government of the Republic of South Africa for the 
generosity offered to the participants of the African regional meeting and for the excellent arrangements 
for the successful conclusion of the meeting. 
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Annex n 

Declaration de Pretoria 
10 octobre 1995 

Les participants it la reunion Africaine preparatoire it la deuxieme reunion de la Conference des Parties 
contractaotes de la Convention sur la diversite biologique, reunis du 9 au 10 octobre 1995 it Pretoria, 
Afrique du Sud: 

Profondement preoccupes par Ie taux alarmant de deperdition de la diversite biologique et de son 
impact sur Ie developpement socio-economique des pays africains; 

Rappelant que la diversite biologique est une question inter-sectorielle et que la mise en oeuvre de la 
Convention devrait etre approchee en tant que telle; 

Conscients du besoin de la mise en oeuvre equilibree des trois objectifs de la Convention relatifs it la 
conservation de la diversite biologique, it l'utilisation durable de ses elements et au partage juste et 
equitable de ses benefices; 

Soulignant la necessite d'accorder une attention particuliere aux conditions socio-economiques 
specifiques et particulierement difficiles dont fait face actuellement Ie continent africain qui abrite la 
majorite des pays les moins avances de la planete; 

Soulignant aussi l'importance de la cooperation internationale dans la domaine scientifique, technique, 
technologique et financier en vue de la mise en oeuvre de la Convention; 

Determines it ne menager aucun effort pour promouvoir la mise en oeuvre harmonieuse des 
engagements contenus dans la Convention; 

Sont convenus de ce qui suit: 

I. Ratification 

I. Lancent un appel it tous les pays qui ne l'ont pas encore fait de ratifier la Convention Ie plus 
rapidement possible, conformement a la resolution 49/117 de l'Assemblee Generale des Nations Unies et 
des dispositions pertinentes du rapport de la troisieme session de la Commission du developpement 
durable; 

II. Participation 

2. Demandent it tous les pays africains de participer de maniere active it toutes les reunions 
convoquees sous l'egide de la Convention, et en particulier aux reunions de la Conference des Parties 
contractaotes et de l'Organe subsidiaire de conseils scientifiques, techniques et technologiques, ainsi que 
de leurs organes subsidiaires respectifs; 

I ... 
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III. Coordination des travaux du Groupe africain 

3. A la lumiere de I'importance accordee au succes des travaux de la reunion de Djakarta, 
mandatent la delegation du Zimbabwe, en sa qualite de President en exercice de la Conference 
Ministerielle Africaine sur l'Environnement (CMAE), de coordonner la position du Groupe africain lors 
de la deuxieme reunion de la Conference des Parties contractantes; 

4. Reaffirment qu'une telle position commune africaine devra etre promue dans Ie contexte de la 
position globale du Groupe des 77 et de la Chine sur I'ensemble des points a I'ordre du jour de la 
deuxieme Conference des Parties contractantes; 

IV. Questions en suspens des travaux de la premiere reunion de la Conference des Parties 
contractantes 

5. Reaffirment la validite de la position presentee par Ie Groupe des 77 et de la Chine sur les 
questions en suspens des travaux de la premiere reunion de la Conference des Parties contractantes 
s'agissant du paragraphe I de l'Article 40 du Tllglement interieur de la Conference des Parties 
contractantes, ainsi que des paragraphes 4 et 16 du reglement financier du Fonds d'affectation speciale 
de la Convention; 

6. Soulignent qu'une procedure de vote, qui insiste sur Ie consensus, ne sera pas acceptable par Ie 
Groupe africain en ce qu'elle conduirait a rc!duire les activitc!s devant etre entreprises sous I'egide de la 
Convention; 

V. Rapport de l'Organe subsidiaire de conseils scientifiques, techniques et technologiques 

7. Se felicitent des resultats de la premiere reunion de I'Organe subsidiaire de conseils 
scientifiques, techniques et technologiques qui s'est tenue a Paris, au siege de I'UNESCO, du 4 au 8 
septembre 1995, et invitent I'Organe subsidiaire de conseils scientifiques, techniques et technologiques a 
accorder une attention particuliere aux besoins et aux conditions specifiques des pays africains lors de la 
mise en oeuvre de son programme de travail; 

8. Recommandent que l'Organe subsidiaire de conseils scientifiques, techniques et technologiques 
devrait : 

focaliser la mise en oeuvre de son programme de travail; 

identifier des moyens novateurs pour mobiliser les connaissances scientifiques, 
techniques et technologiques; 

analyser de maniere approfondie les options d'action; 

se reunir suffisamment en avance afin de permettre I'organisation de consultations au 
niveau national, regional et international avant la Conference des Parties contractantes; 

VI. Centre d'echange pour la cooperation technique et scientifique 

9. Soulignent l'importance accordc!e a I'entree en fonction rapide du Centre d'echange pour la 
cooperation scientifique et technique, institue en application de I'Article 18 de la Convention, et 
insistent sur son libre acces par tous les pays en voie de dc!veloppement, et en particulier les pays 

.. 
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africains. Un tel mecanisme devrait soutenir la mise en oeuvre de la Convention au niveau national a 
travers I'echange d'informations scientifiques et techniques, Ie developpement des capacites, programmes 
de recherche communs, et des projets conjoints de cooperation, y compris Ie transfert de technologie; 

10. Lancent un appel it la communaute des donateurs pour faire en sorte que des ressources 
financieres adequates soient dilment refletees dans Ie budget de la Convention pour 1996 - 1997 en vue 
d'une entree en fonction rapide du Centre d'echange pour la cooperation scientifique et technique; 

VII. Le developpement des capacites nationales 

11. Reaffirment Ie besoin de developper les capacites et les ressources humaines dans les pays 
africains et demandent a la deuxieme reunion de la Conference des Parties contractantes d'adopter un 
programme d'actions a moyen terme qui cotncidera avec son propre programme de travail en vue de 
renforcer les capacites nationales dans les domaines couverts par la Convention et de fournir les 
ressources financieres necessaires a sa mise en oeuvre; 

VIII. Transfert et developpement de Ia tecbnologie 

12. Appuient la recommandation de la premiere reunion de l'Organe subsidiaire de conseils 
scientifiques, techniques et technologiques visant la mise sur pied d'un Groupe de contact en vue de 
faciliter la mise en oeuvre des dispositions de l'Article 16 et de la Convention dans sa totalite; 

13. Demandent au Groupe de contact, lorsqu'il sera institue, de prendre dilment en consideration les 
besoins specifiques des pays en voie de developpement, et en particulier des pays africains, lors de la 
mise en oeuvre de son mandat; 

IX. La biosecurite 

14. Notent I'accord realise lors de la reunion speciale d'experts a composition non Iimitee sur la 
silrete de la biotechnologie qui s'est tenue it Madrid du 24 au 28 juillet 1995; 

15. Exhortent la deuxieme reunion de la Conference des Parties contractantes it etablir, en son sein, 
un groupe de travail a composition non Iimitee en vue de continuer la negociation d'un cadre 
international sur la securite de la biotechnologie sur la base des progres realises lors de la reunion de 
Madrid et en prenant en consideration Ie besoin de faciliter I'acces a, et Ie transfert de la techno logie, y 
compris de la biotechnologie; 

16. Demandent a la Conference des Parties contractantes de definir c1airement et d'adopter Ie 
mandat d'un tel groupe de travail; 

17. Soulignent I'importance d'une representation equilibree au sein du Bureau d'un tel groupe de 
travail et recommandent que deux co-presidents, I'un du Nord et I'autre du Sud, puissent Cltre elus a la 
presidence de ce groupe de travail; 

X. Questions relatives au mecanisme et aux ressources tinancieres 

18. Insistent sur I'importance du developpement des relations institutionnelles avec Ie mecanisme 
financier de la Convention en pleine conformite avec les dispositions de la Convention; 

I ... 
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19. Reaffinnent aussi Ie besoin de ressources financieres adequates, y compris ceux disponibles au 
titre du mecanisme financier de la Convention, en vue d'assister les pays africains dans la mise en 
oeuvre de leurs engagements contenus dans la Convention et invitent la deuxieme reunion de la 
Conference des Parties contractantes Ii identifier des sources alternatives de financement de projets de 
cooperation et de partenariat pour la mise en oeuvre de la Convention; 

20. A cet egard, demandent Ii la deuxieme reunion de la Conference des Parties contractantes de 
promouvoir la mise sur pied de mecanismes financiers additionnels, y compris des fonds d'affectation 
nationaux, sous-regionaux et regionaux devant repondre sans retard aux besoins des pays africains en 
vue de la mise en oeuvre effective de la Convention, en confonnite avec Ie programme de travail Ii 
moyen tenne de l'Organe subsidiaire de conseils scientifiques, techniques et technologiques tel 
qu'approuve par la Conference des Parties contractantes; 

21. Prenant en consideration les points de vue exprimes par les Parties, en particulier par les pays 
africains lors de la premiere reunion des Parties contractantes, et en vue de repondre Ii la diversite des 
preoccupations exprimees s'agissant du mecanisme financier, Ie Groupe africain est d'avis que plusieurs 
possibilites devraient etre explorees pour la designation de la structure institutionnelle pennanente 
devant regir Ie mecanisme financier. De ce fait, demandent que la deuxieme reunion de la Conference 
des Parties contractantes invite les structures institutionnelles com¢tentes Ii soumettre des offres 
detaillees pour etre designees en qualite de structure institutionnelle devant regir Ie mecanisme financier 
au titre du paragraphe I de l'Article 21 par la troisieme reunion de la Conference des Parties; 

22. Insistent particulierement sur Ie besoin de definir les relations entre l'Organe subsidiaire de 
conseils scientifiques, techniques et technologiques avec Ie Groupe Consultatif Scientifique et 
Technique (STAP) du Fonds Mondial sur l'Environnement (FEM); 

23. Reaffinnent Ie besoin de ressources financieres adequates en vue de combattre la pauvrete dans 
les pays africains et demandent Ii la Conference des Parties contractantes d'adopter un programme 
d'actions Ii moyen tenne pour faire face Ii une telle exigence; 

XI. Relations avec les autres organes 

24. Reaffinnent que les relations entre la Convention et les autres organes pertinents devaient tendre 
Ii accelerer la mise en oeuvre des dispositions de la Convention; Ii cet egard, notent que Ie retard 
enregistre dans la mise Ii la disposition, sous fonne de ressources humaines, de l'appui prom is par 
certaines organisations internationales ne devrait pas se repercuter sur la mise en oeuvre du programme 
de travail de la Conference des Parties contractantes, et que les implications financieres d'un tel appui 
devraient, de ce fait, etre refletees dans Ie budget de la Convention; 

XU. Rapports nationaux 

25. Invitent la deuxieme reunion des Parties Contractantes Ii identifier les voies et moyens d'assister 
les pays africains dans la preparation de leurs rapports nationaux devant etre soumis confonnement Ii 
l'Article 26 de la Convention et Ii consolider leurs propres capacites humaines et institutionnelles; 

XIII. Bureau de la Conference des Parties contractantes 

26. Confinnent la decision du Groupe africain adoptee Ii Nassau de recommander la candidature du 
Cameroun au Bureau de la deuxieme reunion de la Conference des Parties contractantes, et decident 
qU'une decision sur Ie representant de l'Afrique au Bureau interviendra Ii un stade ulterieur; 

I ... 
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27. Demandent au Secretariat de convoquer une deuxieme reunion africaine preparatoire it la 
troisieme Conference des Parties contractantes qui se tiendra en 1996; 

XV. Presentation de la Declaration de Pretoria 

28. Invitent Ie President de la reunion africaine ou son representant Ii presenter la Declaration de 
Pretoria it I'ouverture de la deuxieme reunion de la Conference des Parties contractantes et demandent 
au Secretariat de mettre la Declaration it la disposition de tous les participants it cette reunion; 

XVI. Journee internationale sur la diversite biologique 

29. Notent que Ie 29 decembre, date de I'entn:e en vigueur de la Convention, a ete proclamee 
comme Journee internationale sur la diversite biologique conformement it la resolution 49/119 de 
l'Assemblee Generale des Nations Unies et exbortent les pays africains a celebrer cette journee; 

xvn. Hommage au Gouvernement de l'Afrique du Sud 

30. Expriment leur profonde gratitude au Gouvernement de la RepubJique de I'Afrique du Sud pour 
la chaleur de l'accueil reserve aux participants it la reunion preparatoire africaine et pour la qualite des 
facilites offertes it cette occasion. 


