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INTRODUCTION
1. The Inter-Agency Committee on Sustainable Develooment (IACSD) held its

eighth meeting in New York from 10 to 12 July 1996. The agenda for the meeting,
ag adopted by IACSD, is contained in annex I, the list of participants in
annex II and the list of decuments in annex ITI.

I. MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATICON BY THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
ON COORDINATION

A. Follow-up tg the ocutcome of meecings of ACC and other
intergovernmental bodies

2. IACSD, in its consideration of the follow-up to the outcome of the meetings
of ACC and other intergovernmental bodies, discussed the interface between the
inter-agency task forces established by ACC and the work of IACSD. IACSD
emphasized the need to take practical steps to give effect to the ACC
recommendation for ensuring close substantive links between the rask forces and
relevant IACSD task managers; it agreed that if specifically requested by the
inter-agency task forces to contribute to some aspect of their work, it would
complement such work, as requested. It was also noted thar the Cime-bound
nature of the task forces was one factor that shculd be berne in mind in
defining their interface with IACSD.

3. IACSD was briefed on the fourth session of the Commission on Sustainable
Development and the entire range of activity within the Commission, as well as
related events, such as panel discussions, special events and presentations,
that were held during the ssssion. The task manager appreach has been well
established and is being referred to in the context of the coordinated follow-up
to international conferences.

B. ACC Staksment to the svecial session cf the General Assembly
for the ourpose of an overall review and aobraisal of the
implementation of Agenda 21

4, The attention of ACC is drawn to paragraphs 31 to 1315 below. Since, in the
view of IACSD, the impact of the ACC statement on the outcome of the special
session of the General Assembly to be held in June 1997 would be ennanced if it
were made available prior to the fifth session of the Commission con Susrainable
Development (7-25 april 1997}, IACSD requests ACC Lo agree with the following
procedure for preparing the statement:

{a) IACSD will fipalize the draft ACC statement to the special session at
its ninth meeting;

(b) The text cof the statement, on an exceptional basis, will be formalily
approved by ACC members by correspondence with a view to maklng the staramenrt
available prior to the fifrh session of the Commission.
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C. Proposed agenda, dates and venue for the ninth me=ting
of IACSD
5. It was agreed that IACSD would held its ninth meeting akt United Nazions

Headquar-ers in New Yeork on 20 and 21 February 1997, immediately prior to the
meeting of the Inrer-sessional Working Group of the Commission on Sustainable
Development; the provisional agenda is contained in annex IV.

D, Dates and venue for the f£ifth session ¢f the ACC Subcommitcea
on Oceans and Coastal Areas

5. I2CSD approved the propesed timing and venue for the fifth session cf the
ACC Subcommittee on QOceans and Coastal Areas at World Bank headgquarters in
Washington, D.C., during the week of & January 1997.

7. IACSD also endorsed the recommendation cof the Subcommitrtee that, as of

1 January 1%9%7, Ms. T. Melvasalo of the United Nations Environment Programme
{UNEP) pe appcinted Chairperson of the Subcommittee and Mr. M. Hayashi of the
United Nations be appointed Vice-Chairperson.

II. WORX OF IACSD

A, DPreparations for the fifth session of tne Commission on
Sustainable Develscment and planning for the special
session of the General Assemblv for the ourpose of an
averall review and acoraisa. of the implamencation of

Agenda 21

ations feor the

3. IAZSD emphasized the political importance of the prepar
ral Assembly would carry
£h

special sessicn, to be neld in 1997, at which the Gans
out a comprehensive review of progress achisved since e Unitced Nations
Conferance on Environment and Development (UNCED). The Unitsd Mations system,
including the Bretton Woods institutions and other relevant bedies, sheuld
actively contribute to making the special session a hignly visible intsrnational
avent thatc would energize global commitment to the Implementation of Aganda 21
and advance international dialogue and acticn for sustainable developmentz.

2. TACSD agread that it would be assential for the 1997 review o go teyvond
assessing progress achieved in the Commissicn on SLS zinable Developmen: and =he
United Nacions s;stem and procduce a frark and analvtical appraisal of

swverall progress made and oroblems encountered at the international,

and lcocal levals.

0. Iz was suggestad thag, in addition te thelir active involveament oz gl the
IACST svystem 97 Lask managers il Che pragaraticon ¢l the main razorts 2eling
crepared for the 1997 review (ses list .n annex V), Che organizations ol the
Unirced Nations system consider making their own c¢oatribucicns £o the zaview
Drocass wioh a visw Lo enrich-.g the preparacicns for the fifth sessizn 2I the
Tommissiocn and the speclal sassion icssall,
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11. I2CS8D welcomed work carried out by the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Devslopmentc (UNCTAD) in response to General Assembly resolution 50/95 to
Prepare a comprehensive assessment on trade and environment, as well as the work
carried out by the Werld Health Organizacion (WHO)} to prepare a world health and
environment report, as important inputs to the special session. Preparatory
work for the special session would also benefit from a mid-rerm raview of
achievements made in reaching the goals set out by the World Summit for
Children, whose outcome had been fully incorporated in Agenda 21. Other
important concributions could also be received from the regional commissions and
relevant conventions. Furthermores, thers were high expecrtations thar the final
report of the Intergovernmental Panel! on Forests would provide a significant
concributicn to the 1997 review and to forest-related work in general in the
period after the special session. Another important expectation concerned the
ongoing global freshwater assessment.

12. Taking into account the time~-frame of the preparatory process, it was
emphasized that United Natiens organizations that were undertaking or
considering making contributions to the 1997 review should strive to make such
contributions available before the fifth sessicn of the Commissicn with a view
to enhancing their impact on the final outcome of the special session.

13. Furthermore, it was felt that it would be essential to engage in the
process, as far as possible, relevant governing bodies and intergovernmental
meetings held under their auspices. an important input to the 1997 review would
come from the World Food Summit, which would address the issue of
sustainability, and from the ninetsenth session of the UNEP Governing Council,
at which the Governing Council would specifically consider the UNEPR
contribution.

14. TACSD ncted the significance of wvarisus country-driven initiatives, which
would build up a polirical momentum leading to the special session. IACSD also
neted with satisfaction a proposal veiced during the high-level segment ¢f the
Eourth session of the Commission to organize a jeint meerting of ministers of
environment and ministers of finance as part of the 1997 preparaccery process,
and expressed its hope that interested countries would follow up on thar
promising initiative. Important contributions were also expected from
non-governmental crganizacicns and maior Sroups.

15. IACSD felt thar its own role in rhe preparaticns for the 197 review should
be focused on ensuring that the subscancive matarial submitted by the GUnited
Narions svstam for censideration by the Commissien and the special session was
9I the highesgr quality and credibilitvy. That material should, inter alia,
demonstrats that international instituticns weY2 both responsive and capable of
facilicacing consensus-building and zrar they suprortad action at the glopal ang
fleld levals;: is snould also draw attencion to the constraints that thav faced.

the task managers for providing a2 mos:
of reports for the 1997 raviaw, il
e task managers (New York,
/CRP.4), and invited the rask managers,
LO Kake Into account the conclusions
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reached at their meetcing, as well as the specific comments and suggestions made

17. TIACSD specifically highlighted an important recommendation of the meetin

of the rask managers to ensure the participatory nature of the preparaticn of
reports by maintaining close consultaticns with all relevant parts of the Unitad
Nations syscem and by broadening, as appropriate, consultative outreach ©o other
relevant ilastcitutions, non-governmental crganizations and oucside 2xpercs, Who
would also contribute to building momentum for the special session.

18. As to specific suggesticns made at rhe meeting concerning the concise
reporcs on individual chapters of Agenda 21, the following was decided:

(a) Further consideration would be given to the most effective way of
addressing matters relat2d Lo programme area 2 D, *Encouraging economic pclicies
conducive to sustainabhle development”. IC was agreed that the Department for
olicy Coordination and Sustailnable Development of the United Nations
Sacretariat, UNCTAD, the Incernational Monetary Fund (IMF) and other
organizations of the United Nations sSystem would continue their consultations on
the maccer;

(b) Furcher consultations would take place between the Department, the
Department of Humanitarian Affairs of the United Nations Secrertariat, the
secretariat of the International Decade for Nartural Disaster Reduction and the
-ask managers en the ways of adequartaly addressing in the reports matters

ralatad t£o natural disasters.

i3. TACSD tock ncre of the outline of a comprehensive report Cn Progress
achieved since UNCED in the implemencatlion of Agenda 21, as raguested ty the
Ganeral assembly in paragrapn 13 of Lts resclution 50/113, which was submitted
ty the meeting of the task managers (see annex vI), and which in the view of
IACSD adequately reflected the main policy issues to be inacluded in the raporc.
TACSD invited the Department for Policy Coordination and Sustainable Devalopmant
and the task managers, in future work on the report, to zake into account
recommendations made during the mesting of the task managers. IACSD emphasized
that an important challenge for the comprehensive repoyt would be on the one

harnd ro show real achisvements and progress in the implementation of Agenda 21

i)

ar the incernational and nacional levels, and on the other to convey the urgancy
of the need for Zurther agtion to achleve sust-ainable develcpment. The
comprehensive raporc should 2150 racommerd that the Commission adeopt a more
focused approach to key policy issues of suscainability, wnile strengthening che
roles ard commitments of other incargovernmental bodiss and processas in

addressing the objectives of 2g=nda 21.
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contribucion to the comprehensive report that would deal with the environmental
impact of activities that were gravely hazardous to the environment.

22. The Committee also encouraged the task managers, as agreed during their
meeting, to collect success stories in Agenda 21 implementation and submit
relevant information to the Department sc that it could be used in informaticn
and awareness-raising work in the preparations for the 1997 speclal session.

Assessment of the post-UNCED institutional arrangements

23. TIACSD noted that the specific institutional, policy and programme actions
undertaken by individual United Nations agencies in response to UNCED had been
reported to the Commissicn on Sustainable Development at its fourth session.
Wwhat was expected from the fifth session of the Commission and the special
session of the General Assembly would be an analytical assessment of the changes
in institucional processes reported by agencies in response to UNCED. The
report on chapter 38, however, should follow the common structure agreed for all
the concise reports: that is, i1t should present achievements, constraints,
promising changes and emerging priorities.

24. It was recognized that chapter 38 addressed institutional arrangements

(a) at the level of individual organizations; (b) at the inter-agency lewvel; and
() in terms of country-level coordination. As for assessing inter-agency
cooperation and coordination arrangements, it was felt that the ongolng review
of the functioning of IACSD should produce sufficient elements for its report to
the Commission on that topic.

25. In terms of country-level coordination, IACSD suggested that the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP}, as the agency primarily responsible for
the coordination of United Nations programme implementation at the country
level, take the lead in producing an assessment of such efforcs, in cooperatien
with its partners at the field level.

26. TIACSD agreed that the proposed assessment of the effectiveness and impact
of the institutional changes adopts< by individual organizations should be
carried out jointly. It was recognizad that individual assessments could serve
as the kasis of the collective review. IL was understood that such assessments
would be used only as an initial input of the task manager in preparing a drafc
paper for further discussion.

27. I- was agreed that the Deparcment for Policy Coordination and Sustainable
Development would address a latter te all concerned agencies setting out the
main points for preparing the individual assessments. It would, at the same
rime, circulate a background nots from the fourch session of the Commission on
Sustainable Development to brief agencies on insticutional changes already
reported to the Commission in order to avolid repetition of purely descripcive

materials. Based on the individual assessments raceived, the Department wculd
prepare an annotatsd cutline or a firer drafc of a discussion paper, which would
ser our the common findings stemming from individual assessments. It would be

circulated to agencies for their review and would sexrve as the basis for che
proposed inter-agency meeting to be held in New ¥York in Lats Octocper 1996, which
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would include selarrad outside experts who were familiar with the United Nations
systTam.

28. accordingly, IACSD decided on the following process for undertaking the
assessment:

Deadline

- The Department to send out lerfters to
agencies providing a structure and
guidelines for self-assessments, and
recirculation of the above-mentioned
background note from the fourth session of
che Commission End-July 1956

- Short self-assessments, preferably one
page, to be prepared by agencies and sent
%% the Department 16 Septempber 1896

Ay

- Prepararvion of an annocated outline/
discussion paper to be circulated in
advance to agencies Mid-October 1996

1
L]

jinter-agency meeting to finalize the Back to back with ACC

xoert
lisctive assessment (25 and 26 Cctober 1596}
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C. Review of IACSD: phase TII

31. The Committee recalled that in accordance with the arrangements determined
by ACC, phase III of the review of the functioning of IACSD would result in a
statement of ACC for submission to the special session of the General Assembly
to be held in 1597. That statement would analyse the effectiveness of
inter-agency arrangements established to follow up UNCED, and on the basis of
experience gained since UNCED would suggest ways of promoting more effecrtive and
efficient United Nations system-wide support in the area of sustainable
development for the period after 19%7.

32. It was agreed that the statement should be seen as an opportunity to show
to the General Assembly that not only were United Nations system insticutions
committed to Agenda 21 and sustainable development but also that in spite of
various constraints they could add value and provide momentum for real progress
towards sustainable develeopment at international and national levels. It was
also essential for the statement to be forward-looking in order to enhance its
impact on the deliberations during the special session. Furthermore, it should
be concise, policy-oriented and analytical.

33. The statement should formulate the collective views of the United Mations
system on promising opportunities for United Nations organizations to deliver
more and current problems that they faced in the field of sustainable
development. Emphasis should be placed on actual and potential support for
progress at the country level, including through forging new alliances both
among the organizations of the United Nations system and with other partners and
organizations.

34. IACSD agreed that the statement should contain the following main parcs:

I. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT INTER-AGENCY ARRANGEMENTS TO
FOLLOW UP UNCED AND TO PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE DEVELCPMENT AND
ASSESSMENT CF THEIR EFFECTIVENESS

The main goal of this part will be to illustrate that the Unirted
Nations system provides the opportunity for a flexible, multidisciglinary
and participatory mechanism (outreaching beyond the framework of United
Nations system instituticns, if needed) to support the implementation of
Agenda 21.

It will include the following considerations:

{a) That modalities for inrter-agency collatoration have evolved since
UNCED as more experience has peen gained; brief reference to the cutcomes
of phases I and IT of rthe raeview; role of the task manager ;
refarance ko interaction with inter-agency arrangsments =g
follow up other recent conferences;

{b) Succegssful examples of system-wide collaboration, partisgularly atc

the programme/country levels;

T
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{c}) Brief reference Lo ongoing work in the United Nations system Lo
further impreove lnter-agency =ollaboration and coordinaticn {such as
streamlining requests for reporting, coordination at the regicnal/natiocnal
levels, interaction with other ACC bodies and mechanisms for inter-agency
coordinacion (such as the Inter-Agency Fnviromment Coordinaticn Group).
involvement of organizations outside the United Nations system etc.).

I7. MAIN CHALLENGES FACED BY THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
DURING THE PERICD
This part will address:

(a) The need for common approaches and building up new and innovative
alliances for joint action at the country/project level;

(b} Resource constraints;
(¢) The increasing volume of tasks, including resguests for reporting,

emanating from the Commission oIl Sustainabple Develcopment and other
intergovernmental bodies;

{34) The need for better policy coordination berween various governing
bodizs within che Unitad Nations system in order to ensure policy coherence
and support Jjoint programming .

“IT. MAIN ISSUES REQUIRING ATTENTTON DURING THE SPECIAL
SESSION AND IN THE PERICD BEYOND THE 1997 REVIEW

This secrion will focus on suggestions for ways of promoting more

factive and efficient Unired Nazions system-wide support in the area of
rairnable cevelopment for the pericd after 1997.

furthermore, it might suggest possible ways Ifor promoting a more

sed approach to eogordination and closer cooperation in advancing
ac-lon-orisnted recommendations on main pelicy and programme issues. One

ne messages mnat could be included in this part of the statesment might
est that the reorganizacion of ~he work programme of the Commission and
ustainabple development work in general on a limited numder of strategic
priority issues couid contributs to & more focused apprcach to relavant

s in the United Nations system, ar both internaticnal and country

r to enhance the impact cf the ACC
1 session it would be important O

f -he Commission. Accordingly. IACSD
ook the endorsement at the next ACC meeting of the follicwing course

[9H
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The Zommitise agreed rhat in O

rhe ourcome of the specl
prisr te che fifrh session

ire vne draftc ACC statement LO che
irs rinch mesting, in early 1397 ;
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(b} That the text of the statement, on exceptional basis, be formally
approved by ACC members by correspondence with a view to making it available
prior to the fifth session of the Commission.

36. Furthermore, it was agreed that the Department for Policy Coordinaticn and
Sustainable Development would prepare and circulate the first draft of the ACC
statement to the special session by 1 November 1996 for comments (with a
deadline of 1 December 13996). The second draft, incorperating comments received
and atcempting £o reflect relevant latest developments, would be prepared for
consideration and apoproval at the ninth meeting of IACSD. Bearing in mind the
important nature of the statement, it was agreed that the Department would
circulate the second draft at le=ast two weeks prior to the ninth meeting of
IACSD.

D. Reports of subsidiarv bodies reporting tc IACSD:
report of the ACC Subcommittee on Oceans and
Coastal Areas on its fourth session

37. The Chairman of the ACC Subcommittee on Oceans and Coastal Areas introduced
the report on its fourth sessicn and brought to the particular atctention of
IACSD matters contained in section I of its report.

38. IACSD agreed on the dates and venue of the fifth sessicn of the
Subcommittee at the headquarters of the World Bank at Washington, D.C., during
the week of 6 January 1997.

39. IACSD alsc agreed, bearing in mind the principle of retaticn for the
Chairperson, on the Subcommittee’s unanimous nomination of Ms. T. Melvasalo
{(UNEP) to that function as of 1 January 1997, and Mr. M. Hayashli (United
Nations) as Vigce-Chairperson as of the same date. In the interim, the current
Chairperson, Mr. S. M. Garcia (FaC), would consult with the new cfficers to
ensure a smocth transition.

4C. IACSD noted that the Subcommittee in accordancs with the recommendation
contained in decision 4/15% of the Commission on Sustainable Development, had
considered the gquestion of its status and effectiveness, and that it had made
the preliminary suggestions that it report directly tc ACC through the
Organizational Committee (OC), and that its Chalirperscon be invited to attend
IACSD sessions.

41l. On the questcion of the participation of chailrpersens of ACC subcommic:zeses,

including the Subcommittees cn Oceans and Coastal Areas, it was decided thac they
wculd have a standing invitation £o participate in ILACSD meetings. On the Dasis
of the specific agesnda under consideration, each Chairperson could decide which

meetings they would at-=nd.

42. On the question of scarus and the Subcommitz=ze reporting dirsccly teo ACC

through OC, attention was drawn to the work under way in ACC on the streamlining
of ics subsidiary machinery. It was also observed that Lhe subcommittees could
draw the attention of IACSD to matters that they would liks to send o ACC. In
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r of r-ose observaticns, 1t was agreed that for the pressnt no further
acrion would be taken on that preliminary suggestion of the Subcommictee.

E. Qtner matkters

1. Dates, venue and provisiconal agenda for the
nintn meeting of IACSD

43. It was agreed that IACSD would hold its ninth meeting in New York at United
Narions Headguarters on 20 and 21 February 1997.
44, IACSD approved the provisional agenda for lts ninth meeting, which is

containad in annex IV to the present raport.

2. Qther issues

45 mhe rapresentative of the United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organization {UNESCO) informed IACSD of the currsnt state of
preparations for the wWorld Solar 3ummit, to be held at Harare in September 1996
ar the invitazion of the President of 7 impabwe. He drew attention to the Harare
draft declaration on solar energy and development, and invited the comments and
cooperatinn of the members of IACSD in cthe follow-up and implementation of the
orlé 3c.ar Programme that would e adcptead at the Summit.

445 IACSD also tooxk note of the mackground notz entitled "Inventeries of
ragional initiatives in the area of sustainable development'
ACC/IACSD/VITI/1996/CRE.11), which was prepared by IACSD basaed on ceontcributions
raceived from She ragicnal Commissions, and invited organizations tc submit
~heir writ=as cComments on the note Lo rne Department.

47 The representative of the world 2ank informed IACSD of the World Bank’'s

anrnual ~"oanfererce on Envirormentzlliy Sus-ainable Development. Ths 1996

Conference wou.d be convened from 25 tc 27 September 15385 at George washington
UHLVEKSL;y, Washington, D.C., and would addrsss the theme "Rural well-being:

from vision to action®. Members of IALSD wers most walcome. The outputs of the
Conferance would contribute o tihe Wor Focd Summit and the twentgy-filzh
arniversary of the Consulrtativ2 Group o Tararnational Agricultural Research.
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Annex I

ECENDA

adoption of the agenda and timetable.
Follow-up to the outcome of mestings of:
(a) AacCc;

(b) Intergovermmental bodies: relevant decisions with implicaticns for
TACSD and the Commission on Sustainable Development.

Preparations for the fiftn session of the Commission on Sustainable
Development and for the 1997 special session of the General Assembly:

{a) Preparations for the Eifth session cf the Commission;

(b} Planning for the 1997 special session of the General Assembly:
(c) Streamlining of requests for national reports.

Review of ILACSD: phase III.

Reports of subsidiary bodies reporting to IACSD: report of the ACC
Subcommistes on Oceans and Coastal Areas on its fourth session.

QOther matters:

{a} Dates, venue and provisional agenda for tne ninth meeting of IACSD;
(b} Disseminartion of IACSD documsntation by e-mail;

{c) Othexr issues.

adoption cf the reporc.
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Annex TT

LIST CF PARTICIPANTS

Chairman:
Secretarv:

United Mations, its entities and programmes

Department for Policy Coordination and
Sustainable Development

Department for Development Support and
Managemenr Services

Department for Economic and Social Information
and Policy analysis

Department of Humanitarian Affairs

United Naticns Centcre for Human Settlements

Regional Commissions New York Office
United Naticns Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Envircnment Programme

Unitaed Nations Children’s Fund

Unizaed Naticns Develooment Programme

Unitad Nations Population Fund

Office of cthe United Nationsg High
Commissioner for Refugees

riy
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G
M

J
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m
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N. Desai {United Nations)

N. Seth (United Nations)

Waller-Hunter
Flanders

Rogers

Vasilyev

Morita-Lou

P. Silveira-williams
Gerlach

Brewster
Carissimo
. Shah
Cruszka
Elo

. A, Gueye
Tagam:z

McCaffery
. Kell

Schlingemann
Dahi

Ghosh
Saint Lot
1ngjing Qian

Jorgensen
Ronrmann

Jorgensen-Dani

Umlas

Lo
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Specialized agencies and related organizations :
International Labour Organization C. Haupt E
Food and Agriculture Organizaticn of the T. J. Aldington §
United Nations 3
United Nations Educational, Scientific and G. Glaser §
Cultural Organization :
World Health Organization A. J. Joseph :
M. Ueda :

World Bank J. Martin-Brown :
International Monetary Fund J. B. Zulu :

H. Shugarman

H
_ ‘ b
World Meteorological Organization S. Chacowry §
United Nations Industrial Development Organization M. Rigola %
3
* > * g
International Atomic Energy Agency M. S. Opel:z v {
L
t g * * i
Secretariat of the Convention on Biclegical C. Juma 3
Diversity S. Johnston 2
» * -
Secretariat of the United Nations Convention A. Jamal

to Combat Desertification in Those Countries
Experiencing Seriocus Drought and/eor
Desertification, particularly in Africa

R N e

ACC Subcommitree on Cceans and Coastal Areas S. M. Garcia
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ACC/IACSD/VIII/1996/CRP.l
ACC/IACSD/VIII/1996/CRP.2

ACC/IACSD/VIII/1996/CRP.3

ACC/IACSD/VIII/1995/CRP.4

ACC/IACSD/VIII/1996/CRP.5

ACC/IACSD/VIII/1996/CRP.6

ACC/IACSD/VIII/1996/CRP.
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Annex ITT

LIST OF DOCUMENTS

Annotated provisicnal agenda
Timetable

Follow-up to the outcome of meetings of
intergovernmental bodies: decisions made at

Sustainakle Develcpment requiring follow-up by
IACSD (background note Prepared by the
Department for Policy Coordination and
Sustainable Development of the Uniteqd Nations
Secretariat

Preparations for the fifth session of the
Commission on Sustainable Development and for
the 1997 special Session of the General
Assembly: reportc of the meeting of task
managers (New York, 8-10 July 199§)

Preparaticns for the tifth session of the

Assembly: ideas Proposad for the special
session of the Assembly during the high-level
segment at the fourth session of the
Commissicn (background nots Prepared by rthe
Department)

Preparations for the fifth session of the
Commission on Sustainable Development and for
the 1997 special session of the General
Assemply; assessment of DOSt-UNCED
institutional arrangements (review of the
implementation of chapter 38 of Agenda 21;
background note brepared by the Ceparcment}

Streamlining of requests for naticnal reports:
Droposals on the Streamlining of national
reperting (background ot2 prepared by the
Departmenc)

Review of IACSD: phase II:
{background note prepared by the Departmenc)




ACC/IACSD/VIII/1996/CRP.

ACC/IACSD/VIII/1996/CRP.

ACC/IACSD/VIII/1996/CRP.

and Add.1l

9

10

11
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Reports of subsidiary bodies reporting to
IACSD: report of the ACC Subcommittee on
Oceans and Coastal Areas on its fourth session
(IMO headguarters, London, 28-30 May 1996)

Dates of meetings/events relevant to the fifth
session of the Commission on Sustainable
Development (background note prepared by the
Department)

Background note entitled *Inventories of
regional initiaktives in the area of
sustainable development*®, prepared by IACSD
based on contributions from the regional
commissions
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Annex IV
PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE NINTH MEETING QF IACSD
1. Adoption of the agenda and timetable.
2. Follow-up to the outcome of the meetings of ACC and relevant

intergovernmenrcal bodies.

3. Consideration of the draft AcCC Statement to the special session of the
General Assembly for the purpose of an overall review and appraisal of the
implementation of Agenda 21.

4, Reports of subsidiary bodies reporting to IACSD.

5. Other matzers.

6. Adoption of the report.
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Annex V
LIST OF MAIN REPORTS BEING PREPARED FOR CONSIDERATION
DURING THE 1997 REVIEW a/

Comprehensive report of the Secretary-General containing an overall
assessment of the progress achieved since UNCED in the implementation of
Agenda 21 and recommendations for future actions and prioricies

Concise reports of the Secretary-General on the progress achieved in
specific sectoral and cross-sectoral areas of Agenda 21

Report of the Secretary-General containing an assessment of progress made
and constraints encountered at the national level, based on information

received in country profiles

Report of the Secretary-General on the application of the Principles of the
Rio Declaratien on Environment and Development

Report of the Secretary-General on the environmental impact of activities
that are gravely hazardous to the environment

Report of the Secretary-General on ongoing energy-oriented programmes and
activities within the United Nations system

Report of the Secretary-General on the streamlining of naticnal reporting
regquirements

Report on maiﬁ trends in sustainable development

Global freshwater assessment

Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests

Report of the Governing Council of UNEP (parts relevant to the 1397 review}

UNCTAD report containing a comprehensive assessment on trade and
environment

a/ Including decuments officially regquestad by the General Assembly,

Commission on Sustainable Develepment or other United Nations intergovernmencal
bodies specifically for the 1997 review, as well as those initiated by United
Nations system organizations, regicnal commissions and conventicns; titles of
reports are provisional.
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Annex VI

ELEMENTS FOR A DRAFT QUTLINE OF A COMPREHENSIVE REPORT oN
ERCGEESS ACHIEVED SINCE THE UNITED NATIGNS CONFERENCE ON

ENVIRCNMENT AMD DEVELOPMENT IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
AGENDA 21

I. OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF ECOMOMIC, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL
SITUATION FIVE YEARS AFTER UNCED, AND PROSPECTS FOR THE
FUTURE, WITH LINKAGES TO THE REPORT ON MATIN TRENDS IN
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT a/

This section will analyse, in the context of sustainable develooment,
whether the overall world situation in 1997 is different in comparison with the
situarticn in 1992. 1In particular, it should highligh=z:

(a) Changes at the naticnal and international levels (highlighting main
developments in developing and developed countries and countries with economies
in transition), including in the donor community:

(2) Trends in globalizaricn, privatization, trade liberalization,
communicazions revolution etc.;

{c) The evolving reole of major groups and other non-governmental actors,
as well as of logal government., and the changing role of central Governments;

(d} The increasing role of developing countries in internatiopal
negotiations; :

{e) The state of environment and situation with main narural rescurces
componencs (water, forests, biodiversity, etc.),

in a brief assessment that
should be coordinated and cross-raferenced with th

£ mors comprenensive

L=l

assessment currently being prepared by UNEP);
(£]  Health status as it relaces to environmental determinant

{g) The outcomes of recent international conferences ralsvanr ro
sustainable development.

in the light of the above, this section will also includs Justification of
continuing or indeed growing importance of achieving sustainabie develcpment;
rzconfirmacion of the ralavancs of Agenda 21: and the role of intarnaticnal
cooperarion, particulariy of the United Nations systam, including the Bratten
Woods i1nsticutions, in facilitating the achievement cf sustainatis development,
with highlights of racant ang emerging policy changes.

fL. MAIN ATHIEVEMENTS SINCE UNCED (BASED ON CONCTSE AIPORTS)

This secoion wi
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{a) Progress in instituticnalizing Agenda 21 at international/
national/local levels (convencions, outcomes of the Global Conference on the
Sustainable Development of Small Island Develeping States, adoption of specific
programmes of action envisaged in Agenda 21, national sustainable development-
Strategies/councils and lecal Agenda 21s);

(b) National initiatives that have advanced the international sustainable
development agenda;

(¢} Key policy trends (effective implementation and promising approaches,
and examples of instruments or categories of instrument);

(d) Areas of activity in which UNCED/the Commission on Sustainable
Development have made a difference and influenced policy development and/or
implementation actions, with some concrete examples at international/national/
major groups levels.

III. MAIN PROBLEMS IN AGENDA 21 IMPLEMENTATION AND UNMET
EXPECTATIONS OF UNCED (BASED ON CONCISE REPORTS) ,
AND CAUSES OF SUCH SHORTCOMINGS

This section will focus on those commitments and recommendations of
Agenda 21 on which progress so far has been limited, and will analyse the main
reasons for such shortcomings, both economic and political. It will also
explain that most of the strategic objectives of Agenda 21 are long-term in
nature. This part will include:

(a) Examples of areas/goals in which progress has been limited or there
was no progress at all (such as public international financial flows, wealth
gap, health gap, gender gap and technology transfer in the terms identified in
Agenda 21);

(b) The main difficulties and constraints faced by countries/internaticnal
institutions in the implementation of Agenda 21 (such as lack of integration for
sustainable development) .

IV. MAIN CHALLENGES AND PRICRITIES FOR THEE PERIOD AFTER
1997 (BASED CN CONCISE REPORTS). THIS PART SHOULD,
INTER ALTA, ATTEMPT TO JUSTIFY THE NEED FOR A NEW
APPRCACH IN THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION GON
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AFTER 1997

In the light of the main conclusions contained in sections I-III above,
this section should attempt to:

(a) Reinforce the need for emphasizing implementation now that main
international agreements are in place;

(b) Demonstrate the need for a shifct in policy approach from achieving
international agreemen: on the management of envirommental/narural resources to

R e 2 MY S Ay
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an appreach focused on driving forces, Cross-cutting issues and economic actors/
ssctors inveolved in implementation with a view Lo integrating sustainable
development in the mainstream of national and international decision-making;

{c) Identify new approaches Lo financing, with a focus on prevention;

{a}) Identify key issues in achieving sustainabile development/
implementation of Agenda 21 (such as natural resource valuation, ownership and

compensation, energy and consumption patterns) at the national and glchal
lavels;

(e) Identify new areas of concern that have arisen since UNCED that were
not properly addressed in Agenda 21 (for example, pessible link with the results
of glchal freshwater assessment, transport, urban issues and tourism) ;

{£)  Suggest ways of addressing problems, as well as new and emerging
priorities in Agenda 21 implementation {such as education) ;

(g} Make sure that adequate monitoring arrangements are in place,.

V. SUGGESTIONS ON INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES AFTER 1897, INCLUDING THE
ROLE AND METHCDS OF WCRK OF THE COMMISSTON ON SUSTAINABLE -
DEVELOPMENT ¢

This section will cover: s

(2) The nsed for the General Assembly at its special session to call upon
various intergovernmental bodies in the United Nations system to recenfirm their
commitment to sustainable development and energize their efforts in the
implementation of Agenda 21 (reference to ACC statement);

(b) Institutional linkages in the implementation of Agenda 21 and
coordinated follow-up to other international conferences, as well as linkages
with United Nartions reform;

(c) PRelevant roles and programmes of work of the Commission en Sustainable
lopment and other intergovernmental bodies and commissions, such as the UNEP
/2rning Council, the Commission for Social Cevelopment, the Commission on
culation and Development, the Committse cen Natural Resources and the Committee
New and Renewable Sources of Energy and Energy for Development, including

elr interacricn with the Commissicn on Sustainable Development;

e

AW

L)
10 G

gestions on the programme and methods of work of the Commission on

d)  Sug
e Devalopment (in the light of section IV above), including:

(i) A programme of work that allows a focus on key issues, rather than
raviewing all chapters of Agenda 21 on a routine basis;

ensuring a mere active and systematic involvement of major
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{iii)

a/’/ See annex V.
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Modalities of work of the Commission.

Notes
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