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AGENDA | TEM 1. OPENI NG OF THE MEETI NG

1. In accordance with rules 3 and 4 of the rules of procedure for neetings
of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) and the decision taken at the second neeting of the Conference of the
Parties, the third neeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity, hosted by the Governnent of the Argentine Republic
was held at the Gol den Center, Buenos Aires, Argentina, from4 to

15 Novenber 1996

2. The meeting was opened at 10.40 a.m on 4 Novenber 1996 by M. Sarwono
Kusumaat madj a, M ni ster of Environnment of the Republic of |ndonesia and
Presi dent of the second neeting of the Conference of the Parties, hosted by
the Governnent of the Republic of Indonesia, in Jakarta, fromé6 to

17 Novenber 1995

3. In his address, M. Kusunmaatmadja reported on progress since the |ast
neeting of the Conference of the Parties and infornmed the neeting that a
further 28 countries had beconme Parties, bringing the total to 162

4. Looking forward to the next meeting of the Conference of the Parties
and, in particular, the forthconi ng special session of the General Assenbly
in June 1997 to review the inplenmentation of Agenda 21, he drew attention to
the cross-cutting nature of the Convention, whose three objectives - the
conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its conmponents,
and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the
utilization of its conponents - formed the very basis of sustainable

devel opment. The Convention had therefore a particular responsibility to
contribute to fulfilment of the goals of the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnent and Devel opment (UNCED), through the coordi nated devel opment and
i mpl ement ati on of Agenda 21.

5. He urged all those present at the Conference to work in the spirit of
cooperation and good will in evaluating achievenents of the past year and

pl anning activities to be undertaken in the forthcom ng period, reaffirmng
the vital catalytic role of the Convention in recovering the inpetus of the
Ri o process. He expressed appreciation for the generous support provided by
the Governments of Switzerland and Canada to the Secretariat, enabling it to
grow, consolidate and prepare for future chall enges, comrended the
Secretariat for its performance over the past year and acknow edged the

assi stance of UNEP

6. On the basis of w de consultations conducted by the outgoing President,
Ms. Maria Julia Alsogaray, Mnister of the Environment and Natural Resources
of the Argentine Republic, was nonminated for the post of President of the
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third meeting of the Conference of the Parties. M. Al sogaray was el ected by
accl amati on.

7. The President of the Conference thanked the neeting for her election
and wel coned participants to Argentina, a country with a multiplicity of

| andscapes - forest, coastal, wetlands, panpas, Patagonia and nountains - and
famous as the bread basket of the world. Recalling the exceptional period in
the history of the United Nati ons when the Convention was adopted and cane
into force, she observed that the 162 Parties faced inportant
responsibilities for putting the Convention into effect. She noted that the
current generation would not necessarily witness the returns fromthe nedi um
and long-terminvestrments in conservation that were needed

8. The current neeting of the Convention provided an opportunity for an
anal ysis of its achievenents, but also for far-reaching self-criticismand
for the identification of the even bol der actions that were required. She
expressed her hope that a nmajor outcome of the third nmeeting would be the
advancenment of the second and third objectives of the Convention, nanely, the
sust ai nabl e use of the conponents of biological diversity and the fair and
equi tabl e sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic
resources.

9. She expressed the view that it was inportant for the neeting to address
guestions relating to access to genetic resources and to the transfer of
technol ogy. The neeting should al so address the issue of the financia
resources necessary for the inplenentation of the Convention. She

hi ghlighted the need to identify options for the inplementation of Article 7
of the Convention, the inportance of sustainable agriculture, and the need
for synergy between the Convention and ot her biodiversity-related conventions
and processes. |n conclusion, she wished participants a successful neeting
in a spirit of cooperation

10. M. Mhammed El Ashry, Chief Executive Oficer and Chairman of the

d obal Environment Facility (GEF), reported on the progress of GEF since the
second neeting of the Conference of the Parties. He recalled that the |ast
nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties had decided that GEF woul d serve as
the financial mechani smof the Convention on an interimbasis and that the
deci si on had been wel comed by the GEF Council. GEF currently had a
menbership of 156 countries and in the previous fiscal year it had approved
expenditure totalling US$ 26 million on biodiversity projects, bringing the
total expenditure on biodiversity to US$ 960 mllion.

11. The gui dance given by the Conference of the Parties was being
operationalized through three categories of activities: enabling activities;
operational progranmes enconpassing | ong-term nmeasures; and short-term
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response neasures. A draft menorandum of understandi ng between the
Conference of the Parties and GEF had been prepared and was before the
current neeting for consideration. In line with decision I1/6, the GEF
Counci| had approved expedited procedures for the preparation of nmedi umsized
projects. The Secretariats of GEF and CBD had been cooperating closely with
regard to the cl earing-house nechani sm and GEF had prepared a report for
consideration by the current meeting, outlining a nunmber of ways in which GEF
m ght support devel oping country Parties with regard to the operation of the
cl eari ng- house mechani sm

12. In response to concerns expressed about project cycle delays and
project resource availability, additional streamining for the expedited
procedures for enabling activities had been agreed. Additionally, up to

15 per cent of the project budget would be rel eased i nmedi ately upon approva
to facilitate project preparation in the recipient country. In the six
nmont hs since the approval of the expedited procedures, thirty-one proposals
for enabling activities had been approved, and efforts were under way to
accel erate the cycle for nediumsized and | arger projects. Negotiations to
repl eni sh the GEF Trust Fund woul d be undertaken in 1997, starting with a

pl anning neeting early in the year. There was a need for all involved - the
Conference of the Parties and its Secretariat, the GEF Council and
Secretariat, the Inplenmenting Agencies, recipient Governments, the project
executing agencies and scientific advisory bodies - to work together to set
the stage for substantive guidance and inplenmentation of the priorities to be
pursued to achieve all three objectives of the Convention, and to identify
the actions that coul d best assist on-the-ground sustai nabl e managenent of

bi odi versity.

13. CEF woul d wel come the opportunity to build upon the strong

col l aboration that had recently been established with the Secretariat of the
Conference of the Parties by forging a new partnership for coll aboration, one
respecting in every way the | egal construct of the relationship between the
Convention and its financial mechanism one not infringing on the prerogative
of the Conference of the Parties to determ ne policies, strategies, progranmre
priorities and eligibility criteria.

14. M. Reuben O enbo, Deputy Executive Director of the United Nations

Envi ronnent Programme (UNEP) addressed the nmeeting on behalf of Ms. Elizabeth
Dowdeswel | , Executive Director of UNEP. He noted that the |arge nunmber of
countries that were now Parties had increased the expectations surroundi ng
the Convention. Mich renained to be done to nake the Convention neani ngfu
and the continuing | oss of biological diversity gave that task added urgency.
Enmphasi zi ng that the Convention could not become a gui dance body when there
were still unresolved issues to be negotiated, he expressed the hope that

t hose could be resolved at the current neeting. Despite the conplex work
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programe set in Jakarta and the administrative needs involved in
establishing the permanent Secretariat in a new |ocation, he was pleased to
recogni ze that much nore had been achieved over the past year than he had
anticipated. After thanking all those Governnents whi ch had assisted the
Secretariat and hosted the intersessional activities undertaken since the

| ast neeting, he expressed the hope that Governments woul d continue to offer
to host neetings under the Convention and to make voluntary contributions to
its programe of work.

15. M. Cal estous Juma, Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity, presented his report on the Secretariat's admnistration of the
Convention, contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 32, and extended a
particul ar wel come to those participating in the Conference of the Parties
for the first tinme.

16. After recording his appreciation to the Government of Canada, the
Gover nnent of Quebec, the city of Montreal and other internationa

organi zations located in Mntreal for their efforts to ensure that the
transition of the Secretariat from Geneva to Montreal had run as snoothly as
possi bl e, he announced that the headquarters agreenment with Canada had been
signed by the Executive Director of UNEP on 25 Cctober 1996 and thanked both
UNEP and the Covernment of Canada for the successful conclusion of the
negotiation. He reported that the Secretariat was acquiring the in-house
capacity to performall the functions that fell to it.

17. During 1996 the Secretariat had addressed a nunber of issues of
critical inmportance for the future of the Convention, including the Jakarta
Mandat e on Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity, the pilot phase of the
cl eari ng- house mechanism the first nmeeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working
Group of Experts on Biosafety and the second neeting of the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice (SBSTTA).

18. It had attended a nunber of inportant international nmeetings in the

course of the year, notably the International Technical Conference on the

Conservation and Uilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and

Agriculture and the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly of the

Uni ted Nati ons. In addition, it had devoted rmuch effort to the pronotion of

the Convention. The Secretariat had cooperated closely with the Secretari at

of GEF during the year on building the basis of a combn under st andi ng,

i ncluding further work on the preparation of the Menorandum of Under st andi ng.
In addition, menoranda of cooperation had al ready been signed or were under

di scussion with a nunmber of related conventions.

19. In concl usion, he described the past year as fornmative and
transitional, but also one of achievenents: the Secretariat was nowin a
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position to nove forward with the inplenentation of the Convention

20. Representatives of the secretariats of four related conventions gave
brief presentations on the ains and achi evenents of their respective
instruments. The Convention on Wtlands of International |nportance,
especially as Waterfow Habitat (Ransar Convention), currently had a
menbership of 94 parties and |isted 847 sites covering some 60 nillion
hectares. At its last nmeeting, in March 1996 in Australia, the Conference of
the Parties had adopted a six-year strategic plan denonstrating the parties
determination to work in close collaboration with the Convention on

Bi ol ogi cal Diversity and |l eading to the signing, in August 1996, of a

menor andum of cooperation between the two secretariats.

21. The Convention on Mgratory Species of Wld Aninals (CM5) dealt with

t he conservation and sustainable use of a small but vital conponent of

bi ol ogi cal diversity - the 8,000-10,000 species that regularly nigrated
across boundaries - and the Secretariat of CM5 had signed a nenorandum of
cooperation in June 1996 with the CBD Secretariat. Parties to CBD were urged
to consider acceding also to CVM5 in order to enhance the potential for

coordi nation and cooperative efforts between the two instrunents

22. The United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification in those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly
in Africa, signed in June 1994 in Paris, would enter into force in

Decenber 1996 followi ng the recent ratification by nore than 50 countries.
The interimsecretariat in Geneva was preparing for the tenth session of the
I ntergovernmental Negotiating Conmittee, to be held in February 1997 in
New York, and the first nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention was planned for autumm 1997, in Rone. It was stressed that
desertification and biodiversity loss involved related and interdependent
probl ems, with the sane anthropogeni c causes, naking coordinated action
necessary.

23. The second neeting of the Conference of the Parties to the
Uni ted Nations Franework Convention on Cimate Change, held in July 1996 in
CGeneva, had taken a nunber of inportant decisions. In particular, it had

decided that the third neeting of the Conference of the Parties should be
held in Kyoto from1l to 12 Decenber 1997, and had called for an accel eration
in the negotiation of a protocol or other |egal instrunment pursuant to the
Berlin Mandate.

24. The view was expressed that the institutional processes of the three
Ri o conventions (Convention on Biological Diversity, Convention to Conbat
Desertification and Framework Convention on Climate Change) had reached a
poi nt where, if they did not nake thensel ves a force of convergence, they ran
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the risk of continuing to generate parallel and duplicative processes. It
was suggested that the three conventions could build on their current cordia
relations to carry out scientific collaborative efforts ainmed at

strengt hening the capacity both of the national focal points and of the three
secretariats.

25. The representative of Italy presented the results of the Internationa
Synposi um on Medi terranean Biodiversity held in Rome on 14 and

15 Cctober 1996. He recalled that, at previous CBD neetings, the idea of
cooperation and conmuni cati on among countries with shared ecosystens had been
consi dered and encouraged. The Mediterranean region was of particul ar

i mportance because of its natural features, including its nature as an inner
sea, its role as a crossroads of biodiversity involving biological mgrations
and invasions, and its status as a centre of origin of species inportant for
human survival. Participants in the synposium had reached consensus on
several points: the Mediterranean region's distinctiveness both as to

hi story and culture and as to geographi cal biodiversity, with the

rel ati onshi ps anbng habitats, |andscapes, ecosystens and human activities
suggesting opportunities for common responses; the inportance of maintaining
diversity through preventive neasures at the gene, species and ecosystem

| evel s; the need to enhance and interlink existing regional information
systens; and the desirability of setting up a small steering group for
further work.

26. A presentation was made on the results of the fifth session of the

G obal Biodiversity Forum representing 145 peoples from 35 countries, held
in Buenos Aires on 1 and 2 Novenber 1996. Four workshops had devel oped a
nurmber of recomendations in the areas of investing in biodiversity;
agriculture and biodiversity; integrating biodiversity and | and use pl anni ng
and managenent; and biodiversity and indi genous peopl es.

27. Representatives of two indi genous organi zati ons presented the

concl usions of the International |ndigenous Forum held in Buenos Aires prior
to the nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties. These included seven
reconmendations on the inplenmentation of Article 8 (j) of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity.

28. The representative of Syria nade a presentation for the Arab group

whi ch had net in Cctober 1996. Anong the mgjor points made were: the desert
nature of nmuch of the environnent in the Arab region; the inportant

rel ati onshi p between bi odi versity and monuments, both of which needed
protection; and the need to establish gene banks in Arab countries on the
Medi t erranean. Assistance with financing and capacity-building was al so
needed.
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AGENDA | TEM 2. ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS

29. All States were invited to participate in the neeting. The follow ng
Parties attended: Albania, A geria, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Arnenia,
Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Bangl adesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin,
Bhut an, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Canbodi a,
Caneroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China,
Col onbi a, Conoros, Congo, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, Cdte d' lvoire, Croatia,
Cuba, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dom nica, Ecuador, Egypt, El Sal vador,
Equatorial CGuinea, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, European Community, Finland,
France, Gambia, Cernany, CGhana, Greece, Guatemala, CGuinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, l|celand, India, Indonesia, Iran (lslamc
Republic of), Ireland, Israel, Italy, Janmica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakstan,
Kenya, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Denpcratic Republic, Lebanon,

Lesot ho, Luxenbourg, Madagascar, ©Malawi, Ml aysia, Mli, Mrshall 1slands,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Mcronesia (Federated States of), Mbonaco,
Mongol i a, Morocco, Mzanbi que, Myanmar, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zeal and,

Ni caragua, Niger, N geria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Gui nea,
Par aguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of
Mol dova, Romani a, Russi an Federation, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Senegal,

Seychell es, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, Sri

Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic,
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom of G eat
Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuel a, Viet Nam Western Sanpa, Zaire, Zanbia and Zi nbabwe.

30. The following States were represented by observers: Belgium Holy See,
Li byan Arab Jamahiriya, Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Turkey and United States of
Aneri ca.

31. bservers fromthe follow ng United Nations bodi es and specialized
agenci es also attended: Secretariat of the Convention on International Trade
i n Endangered Species of WId Fauna and Flora (CITES); Secretariat of the
Convention on the Conservation of Mgratory Species of WIld Aninmals (CMVB);
Secretariat of the Convention on Wetlands of International I|nportance,
especially as Waterfow Habitat (Ransar Convention); Division for Sustainable
Devel opnent of the Department for Policy Coordinati on and Sustai nabl e

Devel opnent; Economi ¢ Conmi ssion for Latin America and the Cari bbean (ECLAC);
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO; dd obal
Environnent Facility (GEF); Intergovernnental GCceanographic Commi ssion (1QOC);
I ntergover nmental Panel on Forests (IPF); United Nations Conference on Trade
and Devel opment (UNCTAD); interimsecretariat of the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification; United Nations Devel opnent Programme
(UNDP); United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
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(UNESCO); United Nations Environment Programe (UNEP); World Bank and World
Intell ectual Property Organization (WPO).

32. The follow ng other organizations were represented:

(a) I ntergovernment al organi zations: Center for Agriculture and
Bi osci ences International (CAB International), Com sion Permanente del
Paci fico Sur (CPPS), dobal Environment Facility (GEF), International Potato
Centre (CIP) of the Consultative Goup on International Agricultural Research
(Cd AR), Organisation for Econom c Cooperation and Devel opment (OECD) and
Pl ant Genetic Resource Centre of the Southern African Devel opnent Conmunity
( SADC) .

(b) A total of 230 non-governnental organizations, both international
and national, were represented by observers at the neeting. A conplete |ist
may be obtained on request fromthe Secretariat, or consulted at the
following Internet site: <http://ww.biodiv.org/>.

2.1 Election of officers

33. In accordance with rule 21 (Oficers) of the rules of procedure for
nmeetings of the Conference, the Conference at its 1st, 2nd and 3rd plenary
sessions elected the follow ng officers:

President: Ms. Maria Julia Alsogaray (Argentina)

Vi ce-Presidents: M. John Ashe (Antigua and Barbuda)
Manfred Schnei der (Austria)

. Francoi s Ndecker e-Zi angba
(Central African Republic)
Mohanmed Reza Sal amat (| ran)

I gor 4d ukhovtsev (Kazakstan)
Terry Jones (Seychel | es)

Suzana Guziovéa (Sl ovakia)

Louis Currat (Switzerland)

SFSss_SS

<

Rapporteur: Raéd Bani Hani (Jordan)

2.2 Adoption of the agenda

34. At the 1st session of the plenary, on 4 Novenber 1996, the provisional
agenda as contai ned in docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/1 was adopted. The agenda
adopted is as follows:

1. Openi ng of the neeting.

2. Organi zati onal matters:
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2.1 El ection of officers;
2.2 Adoption of the agenda;
2.3 Organi zati on of work.

Pendi ng i ssues arising fromthe work of the second neeting of the
Conference of the Parties:

3.1 Paragraph 1 of rule 40 of the rules of procedure for
neetings of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity;

3.2 Par agraphs 4 and 16 of the financial rules for the
adm ni stration of the Trust Fund of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity.

Consi deration of the report and reconmendati ons of the second
neeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice and instructions by the Conference of the
Parties to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advi ce

Report on assessnent and review of the operation of the

cl eari ng- house nmechani sm

Fi nanci al resources and mechani sm

6.1 Report on the activities of the G obal Environnent Facility
as the interiminstitutional structure;

6.2 Report of the Executive Secretary on the inplenmentation of
decision I1/6 on financial resources and nechani sm

6.3 To consider the availability of additional financial
resources and possi bl e suggestions to funding institutions
on how to nake their activities in the area of biodiversity
nore supportive of the Convention;

6.4 To consider guidelines for the review by the Conference of
the Parties of the effectiveness of the financia
nmechani sm

6.5 To consider and deci de upon the revised draft menmorandum of
under st andi ng between the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Council of the
G obal Environnent Facility regarding the institutiona
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structure operating the financial mechani smof the
Conventi on;

6.6 To endeavour to decide upon the institutional structure to
be designated in accordance with Article 21 of the
Conventi on

7. General measures for conservation and sustainabl e use
7.1 | mpl ement ation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention
8. Identification, nonitoring and assessnent:

8.1 To consider options for inplementing Article 7 of the
Conventi on;

8.2 Appr ai sal of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technol ogi cal Advi ce assessnment of biological diversity
for the inplenentation of Article 25.2 (a) and advice on
net hodol ogi es for future assessnents

9. Conservation and sustai nabl e use of agricultural biologica
diversity:

9.1 To consider agricultural biological diversity within the
context of the Convention's three objectives and its
provi si ons;

9.2 To consider the report on progress under the FAO d oba
System for the Conservation and Utilization of Plant
CGenetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

10. Consi deration of the future progranmme of work for terrestria

bi ol ogi cal diversity in the light of the outcone of deliberations
of the third session of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel oprment
in 1995:

10.1 Communi cation of the Secretariat of the |Intergovernmenta
Panel on Forests on progress on issues relevant to forests

and bi ol ogi cal diversity;

10.2 To consider whether further input to the Intergovernnental
Panel on Forests is required;

10.3 Future progranme of work for terrestrial biologica



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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diversity in the light of the outcone of deliberations of
the third session of the Conm ssion on Sustainable
Devel opnent in 1995.

Know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | oca
comuni ties:

11.1 Inplenentation of Article 8 (j).

Access to genetic resources:

12.1 To consider the conpilation of views of the Parties on
possi bl e options for devel opi ng national |egislative,
adm ni strative or policy measures, as appropriate, to
i mpl emrent Article 15.

I ssues related to technol ogy:

13.1 To consider ways to pronote and facilitate access to and
transfer and devel opnent of technol ogy, as envisaged in
Articles 16 and 18 of the Convention

Intellectual property rights

14.1 To consider the inmpact of intellectual property rights on
the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
diversity and the equitable sharing of benefits derived
fromits use with a viewto a better understanding of the
implications of Article 16.5;

14.2 To consider a possible input into the negotiations that are
taking place in the Coomittee on Trade and Environnent of
the Wrld Trade Organi zati on.

I ncentive nmeasures:

15.1 To consider the conpilation of information and experiences
shared on the inplenmentation of Article 11

Speci al session of the General Assenbly to review inplenentation
of Agenda 21:

16.1 To provide a report fromthe perspective of the
Convention's three objectives.
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17. I ssues related to biosafety:
17.1 To consider the first report of the Open-ended Ad Hoc
Wor ki ng Group on Biosafety;
17.2 UNEP International Technical Cuidelines for Safety in
Bi ot echnol ogy.
18. Rel ati onshi p of the Convention with the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e
Devel opnent and bi odi versity-rel ated conventions, other
i nternational agreenents, institutions and processes of
rel evance.
19. Medi um t erm programe of work of the Conference of the Parties
for 1996-1997.
20. Admi ni strative matters:
20.1 Report of the Executive Secretary on the adm nistration of
t he Conventi on.
20.2 Budget of the Trust Fund for the Convention on Biol ogical
Diversity
21. Report on the credentials of representatives to the third nmeeting
of the Conference of the Parties.
22. Venue and date of the fourth neeting of the Conference of the

Parti es.

23. O her matters.

24. Adoption of the report.

25. Cl osure of the neeting.

2.3 Ogani zation of work

35. At the 1st session of the plenary, on 4 Novenber 1996, the Conference
approved the organi zati on of work for the nmeeting contained i n docunment
UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 1/ Add. 2.

36. At its 2nd session, on 4 Novenber 1996, the plenary al so established a
Committee of the Wiole, chaired by Vice-President M. Louis Currat
(Switzerl and).
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37. In accordance with the adopted tinmetable for the organization of work
of the meeting, contained in docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/1/Add.2, the Committee
of the Whole was requested to take up the followi ng agenda itens: 5, 6.1,
6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5, 6.6, 7, 8.1, 82, 9.1, 9.2, 10.1, 10.2, 10.3, 11, 12, 13,
14.1, 14.2, 15, 16, 17.1, 17.2, 18 and 19. In addition, at the request of
the Bureau, the Conmittee had an in-depth discussion of item4, Consideration
of the report and recomrendati ons of the second nmeeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice and instructions to

t he Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice. The
Committee further considered item 20.2, Budget of the Trust Fund for the
Convention on Biological Diversity, in conjunction with item 19, Mediumterm
programe of work of the Conference of the Parties for 1996-1997, as deci ded
by the Conference of the Parties at its 1st plenary session.

38. The Conmittee held 15 neetings from4 to 13 Novenber 1996.

39. In addition, in accordance with its standard procedure, the plenary
established a conmittee on the budget, under the chairmanship of
Vi ce- President M. John Ashe (Antigua and Barbuda).

M NI STERI AL SEGVENT

40. In accordance with the organi zati on of work of the neeting, a
mnisterial segment of the third nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties to
the Convention on Biological Diversity was held on 13 and 14 Novenber 1996.
The report of the ministerial segnment is contained in annex | to the present
report.

AGENDA | TEM 3. PENDI NG | SSUES ARl SI NG FROM THE WORK OF THE SECOND MEETI NG
OF THE CONFERENCE COF THE PARTI ES

3.1 Paragraph 1 of rule 40 of the rules of procedure for neetings
of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Bi ol ogical Diversity

3.2 Paragraphs 4 and 16 of the financial rules for the adninistration
of the Trust Fund of the Convention on Biological Diversity

41. The Conference of the Parties took up the itemon the issues pending
fromthe work of the second neeting at its 1st plenary session, on

4 Novenber 1996, and decided to defer consideration of the item pending the
out cone of discussions in the Bureau
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42. At the 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted

decision I11/1, on the basis of the draft decision subnmtted by the Bureau
and contai ned in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/L.14. The text of the decision is
contained in annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 4.  CONSI DERATI ON OF THE REPORT AND RECOMVENDATI ONS OF THE
SECOND MEETI NG OF THE SUBSI DI ARY BODY ON SCI ENTI FI C,
TECHNI CAL AND TECHNOLOG CAL ADVI CE AND | NSTRUCTI ONS
BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES TO THE SUBSI DI ARY
BODY ON SCI ENTI FI C, TECHNI CAL AND
TECHNOLOG CAL ADVI CE

43. The Conference of the Parties considered this matter at its 1st and 4th
pl enary sessions. At the 1st plenary session, on 4 Novenber 1996, the

Chai rman of SBSTTA, M. Peter Johan Schei (Norway), introduced the report of
the second neeting of SBSTTA, held in Montreal from2 to 6 October 1996
contai ned in document UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/3. The neeting decided to refer the
itemto the Conmittee of the Wiole for further consideration

44. At its 8th session on 7 Novenber 1996, the Committee of the Wole took
up the item The Chairman of SBSTTA introduced recomrendation I1/11 of
SBSTTA on the npdus operandi of SBSTTA, contained in UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 3.

45. Statenments were nade under the itemby the representatives of
Australia, Brazil, China, Cuba, Ethiopia, France, Hungary (part of whose
statenent was nmade on behal f of a number of countries with economies in
transition), India, Ireland (on behalf of the European Union), Jamaica,
Japan, the Netherlands, New Zeal and, Norway, Peru, Portugal, Spain, the
United Kingdom and the United States of Anerica.

46. In response to a question fromone representative regarding the

i nformati on docunment referred to in paragraph 8 of Annex 2 to SBSTTA
reconmendation 11/11, on the inplications, including financial inplications,
of adding to the working | anguages of SBSTTA, a representative of the
Secretariat explained that the Secretariat had requested that information
fromthe United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON). UNON had estinmated that
the cost of in-session translation and interpretation for a five-day neeting
in Mntreal in tw |anguages was US$ 171,000, while the estinated cost for a
simlar neeting in six |anguages was US$ 325, 000.

47. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted
decision I11/2, on the basis of the draft decision submitted by the Chairman
of the Committee of the Wiol e and contai ned in docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ L. 17,
and decision I11/3, on the basis of the draft decision subnmtted by the
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Bureau and contai ned in document UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/L.27. The text of the
deci sions may be found in annex Il to the present report.

48. Fol I owi ng the adoption of decision Il11/3, the representative of the
Net her| ands requested that the following statement be included in the report
of the nmeeting:

"The Netherlands is of the opinion that scientific bodies of
i nternational conventions should work in an efficient and flexible
manner, and shoul d therefore operate in the working | anguages of the
Uni ted Nati ons. However, in view of the general view of the Conference
of the Parties for broadening the possibilities for input into SBSTTA,
we have decided to go along with this decision."

AGENDA | TEM 5. REPORT ON ASSESSMENT AND REVI EW OF THE OPERATI ON
OF THE CLEARI NG- HOUSE MECHANI SM

49. At its 5th session, on 6 Novenber 1996, the Commttee of the Wole took
up the item The itemwas introduced by a representative of the Secretariat,
who recalled that, by decision I1/3 of its second neeting, the Conference of
the Parties had requested the Executive Secretary to prepare a progress
report on the inplenentation of the pilot phase of the clearing-house
mechani sm for the consideration of the current nmeeting and i nformed nenbers
that the progress report in question, covering the period

January- Sept enber 1996, was contai ned i n docunment UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 4. The
subni ssions received by the Executive Secretary were before the Conmittee, in
docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/Inf.32. In addition, he drew attention to the report
of GEF on capacity-building in relation to the clearing-house nechani sm
contai ned in docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 36.

50. The Chairnman of SBSTTA i ntroduced recommendation |1/6 of SBSTTA, on the
role of the clearing-house nmechanismin pronoting technical and scientific
cooperation, contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 3.

51. Statements under the itemwere nade by the representatives of
Argentina, Australia, Belgium Brazil, Caneroon, Canada, Chile, China

Col onmbi a, Ethiopia, CGermany, G eece, lceland, India, |Indonesia, Ireland (on
behal f of the European Union), Italy, Ml aw , Ml aysia, Mauritius, Mexico,
Net her| ands, New Zeal and, Ni ger, Norway, Peru, Philippines, Republic of
Korea, South Africa, Switzerland, United Republic of Tanzania and United
States of Anerica.

52. At the 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted
decision I11/4, on the basis of the draft decision submitted by the Chairman
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of the Conmttee of the Wol e and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 3.

The text of the decision nmay be found in annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 6.  FI NANCI AL RESOURCES AND MECHANI SM

6.1 Report on the activities of the Gobal Environnent Facility
as the interiminstitutional structure

6.2 Report of the Executive Secretary on the inplenentation of
decision 11/6 on financial resources and nechani sm

6.3 To consider the availability of additional financial resources
and possible suggestions to funding institutions on howto
make their activities in the area of biodiversity nore
supportive of the Convention

6.4 To consider guidelines for the review by the Conference of the
Parties of the effectiveness of the financial nechani sm

6.5 To consider and decide upon the revised draft menorandum of
under st andi ng between the Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Council of the
QA obal Environnent Facility regarding the
institutional structure operating the
financial nechani sm of the Convention

6.6 To endeavour to decide upon the institutional structure
to be designated in accordance with Article 21 of
the Convention

53. At its 3rd session, on 5 Novenber 1996, the Commttee of the Wole
comenced its consideration of the item and decided to consider the six
sub-items as a whole. The itemwas introduced by the Chairnman, who said that
representatives mght nake statements on any of the six sub-itens or mght
restrict their statements to the three sub-itens that had originally been

i ntended for discussion at the session, as reflected in the organi zation of
wor k contai ned in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 1/ Add. 2.

54. The Executive Secretary introduced the follow ng docunents: report of
CEF, contained in docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/5; report of the Executive
Secretary on financial resources and mechani sm contained in docunent
UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 6; report on characteristics specific to biological diversity
and suggestions to funding institutions on how to nake their activities nore
supportive of the Convention, contained in docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 7;

gui delines for the review by the Conference of the Parties of the
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ef fecti veness of the financial nechanism contained in docunment
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 8; designation of the institutional structure to operate the
financi al nechani sm contained in document UNEP/ CBDY COP/3/9; the revised
draft nenmorandum of understandi ng between the Conference of the Parties and
the Council of CEF, contained in docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/3/10; and a report on
the availability of additional funding resources, contained in document
UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 37.

55. The Chairman suggested three objectives to be borne in nmnd in the
Conmittee's consideration of the item the recomendations in the SBSTTA
report should be studied and a statenent prepared; the options provided by
the Secretariat in the various papers should be considered; and specific
proposal s nmust be formul ated, since decisions were required by the end of the
nmeet i ng.

56. Statenments were nade on the six sub-itenms as a whol e by the
representatives of the follow ng countries: Argentina, Australia, Brazil
Canada, China, Col onbia, Costa Rica (on behalf of the Goup of 77 and China),
El Sal vador, |ndonesia, Malawi, Ml aysia, Mauritius, Mexico, New Zeal and,
Norway, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Slovakia (on behalf of the countries
wWith econonies in transition), Switzerland, Uruguay and Zi nbabwe.

A statenent was nmade on sub-items 6.1, 6.5 and 6.6 by Ireland, on behal f of

t he European Union

57. At its 4th session, on 6 Novenmber 1996, the Conmittee of the Wole
continued its consideration of the six sub-itenms. Statenments addressing the
itemas a whole were made by the representatives of Benin, Bulgaria,
Caneroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, China, Congo, Costa Rica
(on behalf of the Group of 77 and China), Czech Republic, Equatorial Cuinea
Germany, Haiti, Honduras, India, |Indonesia, Kyrgyzstan, Malaysia, New

Zeal and, Paraguay, Russian Federation, Seychelles, Syria, Tunisia, United

Ki ngdom United States of America and Zanbi a.

58. A statenent referring specifically to sub-itens 6.2, 6.3 and 6.4 was
made by the representative of Ireland (on behalf of the European Union).

59. The Conmmittee of the Whole decided to refer the itemto an open-ended
wor ki ng group for further consideration, to be chaired by M. Mhanmed Reza
Sal amat (1slam ¢ Republic of Iran).

60. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted
decisions |11/5, I11/6, I11/7 and I11/8, on the basis of the draft decisions
submtted by the chairman of the open-ended working group and contained in
docunents UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/L.22, L.20, L.25 and L.21, respectively. The text
of the decisions may be found in annex Il to the present report.



UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 38
Page 24

AGENDA | TEM 7. GENERAL MEASURES FOR CONSERVATI ON AND
SUSTAI NABLE USE

7.1 Ilnplenentation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention

61. At its 5th session, on 6 Novenmber 1996, the Conmittee of the Wole
decided to consider item7 concurrently with item 8.

62. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted

decision I111/9, on the basis of the draft decision submtted by the Chairman
of the Commttee of the Whole and contai ned in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 5.
The text of the decision nmay be found in annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 8. | DENTI FI CATI ON, MONI TORI NG AND ASSESSMENT

8.1 To consider options for inplenenting Article 7 of the Convention

8.2 Appraisal of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advi ce assessnent of biological diversity for
the inplenentation of Article 25.2 (a) and advice on
nmet hodol ogi es for future assessnents

63. In accordance with its decision to consider itens 7 and 8 of the agenda
and their respective sub-itens concurrently, as a single item the Comittee
of the Whol e commenced its deliberations on these items at its 5th session

on 6 Novenber 1996. The Chairman of SBSTTA drew attention to the rel evant
reconmendati ons of the second neeting of SBSTTA, nanely, reconmendations |I1/1
and 11/2.

64. Statenments under the itens were nade by the representatives of
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, Costa Rica, El Salvador, France,

Hungary, lceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland (on behalf of the European

Uni on), Madagascar, Mal aysia, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zeal and, Norway, South
Africa, Spain, Sweden, United States of Anmerica and Uruguay. At the sane
session, statements were also delivered by the representatives of Ethiopia,
Finland, Italy, Poland, Senegal and United Ki ngdom

65. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted
decision 111/10, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the Chairnan
of the Conmittee of the Whole and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 6.
The text of the decision nmay be found in annex Il to the present report.
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AGENDA | TEM 9. CONSERVATI ON AND SUSTAI NABLE USE OF AGRI CULTURAL
Bl OLOG CAL DI VERSI TY

9.1 To consider agricultural biological diversity within the context
of the Convention's three objectives and its provisions

9.2 To consider the report on progress under the FAO d obal System for
the Conservation and Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture

66. At its 1st session, on 4 Novenber 1996, the Commttee of the Wole
decided to consider the two sub-itenms concurrently, as a single item The
itemwas introduced by the Executive Secretary, who drew attention to
recommendation 11/7 of SBSTTA at its second neeting in Mntreal in

Sept enber 1996. He regretted that there had been insufficient tinme since the
concl usi on of the SBSTTA neeting for incorporation of the SBSTTA di scussions
and outcones into the report on the item contained in docunent

UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 14.

67. Statenments under the item were nmade by the representatives of Brazil,
Costa Rica (on behalf of the Goup of 77 and China), Ireland (on behal f of
t he European Union), Mlaysia, Norway, Sri Lanka, and Zi mbabwe.

68. At the 2nd session of the Conmittee of the Wwole, on 5 Novenber 1996,
statenents were made by the representatives of Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Bangl adesh, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Canada, China, Col onmbia, Cuba, Ecuador,

Et hi opi a, European Comunity, Gernany, Ghana, Guaterala, Haiti, India,

I ndonesia, Iran (Islamc Republic of), Japan, Malawi, Mauritius, Mexico,
Morocco, Net herl ands, New Zeal and, Peru, Philippines, Republic of Korea,
Senegal , Slovakia (also on behalf of Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia,
Hungary, Pol and and Russian Federation), South Africa, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, Tunisia, United States of Anerica, Uruguay, Venezuel a and Zaire.
Statements were al so nade by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO and the Consultative Goup on International Agricultural
Research (Cd AR) and by two non-governnental organizations,

Third Wrld Network and Vi a Canpesi na.

69. The Conmmittee of the Whole decided to refer the itemto an open-ended
wor ki ng group, chaired by M. Mnfred Schnei der (Austria), Vice-President of
t he Conference, for further consideration.

70. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted
decision I11/11, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the chairnman
of the open-ended working group and contained in docunments
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UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ L. 12 and Corr.1. The text of the decision may be found in
annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 10. CONSI DERATI ON OF THE FUTURE PROGRAMVE COF WORK
FOR TERRESTRI AL BI OLOd CAL DI VERSITY IN THE
LI GHT OF THE OQUTCOME OF DELI BERATI ONS OF
THE THI RD SESSI ON OF THE COVM SSI ON ON
SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT I N 1995

10.1 Conmuni cation of the Secretariat of the |Intergovernnental Pane
on Forests on progress on issues relevant to forests and
bi ol ogi cal diversity

10.2 To consider whether further input to the |Intergovernnental Panel
on Forests is required

71. At its 6th session, on 7 Novenmber 1996, the Conmittee of the Wole
decided to consider the first two sub-itenms of item 10 of the agenda
concurrently, as a single item The itemwas introduced by a representative
of the Secretariat, who drew the attention of the Commttee to three rel evant
docunments that it had before it: the conmunication of the Secretariat of the
I nt ergovernnental Panel on Forests (IPF) on progress on issues relevant to
forests and biol ogical diversity, contained in document

UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 17/ Add. 1; a note by the Executive Secretary on biol ogica
diversity and forests, contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/3/16; and a
contribution by the Executive Secretary, contained in docunent

UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ Inf.33, to the preparation of the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral on programme element 1.3 of |PF concerning traditiona
forest-rel ated know edge. The Chairman of SBSTTA introduced

reconmendation 11/8 of SBSTTA on terrestrial biological diversity.

72. The representative of the Secretariat of |PF introduced the infornmation
note fromthe I PF Secretariat to the third neeting of the Conference of the
Parties on progress nmade by | PF (UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 17/ Add. 1). He reported that,
at its third session, held in Geneva from9 to 20 Septenber 1996, the Pane
had wel coned the contribution of CBD to its discussion. The Panel had
requested its Secretariat to report to the current neeting on progress by

I PF, so as to continue the exchange of information between the Panel and the
Conference of the Parties.

73. Statenments were nade under the sub-itens by the representatives of
Argentina, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Central African Republic, Colonbia, Costa
Rica (on behalf of the Goup of 77 and China), Cuba, Ecuador, Finland, Haiti,
I ndonesi a, Ireland (on behalf of the European Union), Ml aysia, Mexico,



UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 38
Page 27

Myanmar, Norway, Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka,
Swi tzerl and, Thail and, Tunisia, Venezuela and Zaire (on behalf of a nunber of
African countries). Statements were al so nade by the Latin Anerican Forest
Net work (on behal f of a nunber of non-governmental organizations) and the
International Alliance of Indigenous Tribal Peoples of Tropical Forests (on
behal f of a nunber of non-governnmental organizations).

74. In addition, statements were delivered by the representatives of
Australia, Burkina Faso, Caneroon, Japan, Lesotho, Mdagascar, Ml aw ,

Net her| ands, New Zeal and, Paraguay, Uganda and Zi nhabwe and a statenent was
delivered by the representative of G eenpeace International.

75. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted

decision I11/12, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the Chairnman
of the Commttee of the Whole and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 8.
The text of the decision nmay be found in annex Il to the present report.

10.3 Future programme of work for terrestrial biological diversity in
the light of the outconme of deliberations of the third session
of the Conmi ssion on Sustainable Devel opnent in 1995

76. At its 6th session, on 7 Novenber 1996, the Commttee of the Wole took
up its consideration of the sub-item The sub-item was introduced by the
representative of the Secretariat, who drew the attention of the Comm ttee of
t he Whol e to docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 18, which addressed the subject, and to
docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ | nf. 45, which contai ned rel evant sections of the
report of the third session of the Conm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent
(CSD). The Chairman of SBSTTA summarized the rel evant part of SBSTTA
recomrendation 11/8 on terrestrial biological diversity.

77. Statenments were nade under the sub-itemby the representatives of
Canada, China, Ganbia, India, Indonesia, Ireland (on behal f of the European

Uni on), New Zeal and, South Africa, Tunisia and Zanbi a.

78. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted

decision I11/13, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the Chairnman
of the Conmttee of the Whol e and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 4.
The text of the decision may be found in annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 11. KNOALEDGE, | NNOVATI ONS AND PRACTI CES OF
I NDI GENOUS AND LOCAL COVMUNI TI ES

11.1 |Inplenentation of Article 8 (j)
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79. At its 7th session, on 7 Novenber 1996, the Commttee of the Wole
comrenced its consideration of the item The itemwas introduced by a
representative of the Secretariat, who drew the attention of the Conmttee to
five relevant docunents that it had before it: a note by the Executive
Secretary on the inplementation of Article 8 (j), contained in docunment
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 19; a contribution by the Executive Secretary, contained in
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 1 nf. 3, of subm ssions received concerning know edge,

i nnovations and practices of indigenous and |ocal conmunities; a conpilation
by the Executive Secretary, contained in document UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/Inf. 24, of

i nternational guidelines concerning indigenous and | ocal communities; a
contribution by the Executive Secretary, contained in docunent

UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 1 nf. 33, to the preparation of the report of the
Secretary-General on programe elenment 1.3 of IPF;, and a note, contained in
docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 1 nf. 44, by the Chairman of Wrking Goup 2 of the
second neeting of SBSTTA. The representative of the Secretariat suggested
that the Committee of the Whole m ght consider the issues relating to the

i mpl ementation of Article 8 (j) by addressing the three conponents of this
sub-Article: questions related to the respect, preservation and nai nt enance
of the know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | ocal
communities; questions related to pronoting the w der application of such
know edge, innovations and practices with the approval of the holders; and
gquestions related to the encouragenment of the equitable sharing of the
benefits arising fromtheir use.

80. Statenments were made under the item by the representatives of
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Col onbia, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Ireland (on behalf of the European
Union), ltaly, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, Netherlands, New Zeal and, Phili ppines,
Sweden (on behal f of the Nordic countries), Switzerland, United Kingdom
Uruguay, Venezuel a and Zi nbabwe. A representative made a statenent in the
nane of all the indigenous peoples' organizations present at the neeting,
supported by five statenents by representatives of indigenous conmunities in
the African, North Anerican and Arctic, Asian, Pacific, and Latin Anmerican
regions. Statenents were al so made by Asoci aci 6n Canpesina I ntegral del
Atrato (Col onbia), Mvimento de Autoridades |Indigenas de Col onbia, a
representative of the Maori people and Wrld Wde Fund for Nature (WAF).

81. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted
decision I11/14, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the Chairnman
of the Committee of the Whole and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 13.
The text of the decision may be found in annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 12. ACCESS TO GENETI C RESOURCES
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12.1 To consider the conpilation of views of the Parties on possible
options for devel oping national legislative, adnm nistrative or
policy neasures, as appropriate, to inplenent Article 15

82. At its 7th session, on 7 Novenber 1996, the Committee of the Wole took
up consideration of the item In introducing the item the representative of
the Secretariat drew the attention of the Comrittee to docunent
UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 20, which draws on and updates UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 2/ 13 and

hi ghlights the key ternms used in Article 15.

83. Statenments were nade under the itemby the representatives of

Argentina, Australia, Bolivia (on behalf of the group of Andean countries),
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ethiopia, Chana (speaking on behal f
of the African group), Guatemala, |India, Indonesia, Ireland (on behalf of the
Eur opean Union), Japan, Mal aysia, Mexico, Philippines, South Africa, Spain,
Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Togo and Uruguay. Statenents were also made by the
Bi ot echnol ogy I ndustry Organi zati on and the International Seed Federation.

84. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted

decision I11/15, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the Chairnman
of the Committee of the Whole and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/L.7.
The text of the decision nmay be found in annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 13. | SSUES RELATED TO TECHNOLOGY

13.1 To consider ways to pronpte and facilitate access to and transfer
and devel opnent of technology, as envisaged in Articles 16 and 18
of the Convention

85. At its 9th session, on 8 Novenber 1996, the Commttee of the Wole
comrenced its consideration of the item A representative of the Secretariat
i ntroduced docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 21, a note by the Executive Secretary
contai ning an overview of key issues related to the devel opnment and transfer
of technol ogy, explaining the main issues relating to biotechnol ogy and
outlining priority issues relating to opportunities for, and obstacles to,
the transfer of technology. Docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/1nf. 4, containing
submi ssi ons received by the Executive Secretary on this item was also

i ntroduced

86. The Chairman of SBSTTA introduced recomrendation I1/3 of its second
nmeeting, which suggested that future work on this topic should be Iinked to

programe issues already identified by the Conference of the Parties.

87. Statenments were made by the representatives of Argentina, Bahanas,
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Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Costa Rica (on behalf of the Group of 77 and
Chi na), Cuba, Dom nica, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Ireland (on behalf of the
Eur opean Union), Malawi, Ml aysia, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Rwanda
South Africa (on behalf of the African group), Switzerland, Tunisia and
Uni ted Republic of Tanzani a.

88. A representative of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
devel opment (UNCTAD) reported to the nmeeting on the Biotrade Initiative. A
representative of the Red Latinoaneri cana de Botanica al so nade a statenent.

89. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted
decision I11/16, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the Chairnman
of the Committee of the Whole and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 16.
The text of the decision may be found in annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 14. | NTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RI GHTS

14.1 To consider the inpact of intellectual property rights on the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
and the equitable sharing of benefits derived fromits
use with a viewto a better understanding of the
inmplications of Article 16.5

14.2 To consider a possible input into the negotiations that are
taking place in the Commttee on Trade and Environnment of
the Wrld Trade Organi zation

90. At its 9th session, on 8 Novenber 1996, the Commttee of the Wole
decided to consider the two sub-itenms concurrently.

91. A representative of the Secretariat introduced the documents prepared
by the Executive Secretary for the consideration of item 14.1, nanely,
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 22, containing a prelimnary review of the inpact of property
rights systenms on the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal
diversity and on the equitable sharing of benefits fromits use, and three
docunents (UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/1nf.5, Inf.12 and Inf.20) containing submni ssions by
Governnents on intellectual property rights issues

92. He al so introduced the docunments on item 14.2 prepared by the Executive
Secretary, nanely, UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/23, a study of the synergies and

rel ati onship between the objectives of the Convention and of the Agreenent on
Trade-rel ated Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs) of the Genera
Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/1nf.9 and Inf. 10,
background docunents prepared for the Commttee on Trade and Envi ronment of
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the World Trade Organi zation (WO).

93. Statements were rmade by the representatives of Argentina, Australia,
Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Col onbia, Costa Rica (on behalf of the Goup of 77
and China), Cdte d'lvoire (on behalf of the African group), France, Gernmany,
Chana, Guatemala (also on behal f of El Sal vador and Honduras), India,

I ndonesia, Ireland (on behalf of the European Union), Japan, Ml aysi a,

Mexi co, Netherlands, New Zeal and, Norway, Philippines, South Africa,

Swi tzerland, United Republic of Tanzania and United States of America.

94. Statenments were al so nade by the representatives of Friends of the
Earth Uruguay (REDES), Fundaci 6n Natura, Green Industry Bi ot echnol ogy
Platform (al so on behalf of the International Association of Plant Breeders),
Indian Institute of Public Administration and Third Wrld NetworKk.

95. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted
decision I11/17, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the Chairnman
of the Committee of the Whole and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 18.
The text of the decision may be found in annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 15. | NCENTI VE MEASURES

15.1 To consider the conpilation of information and experi ences shared

on the inplenentation of Article 11

96. At its 10th session, on 8 Novenber 1996, the Comm ttee of the \Wole
took up consideration of the item The Chairman of SBSTTA drew attention to
the rel evant recomendation 11/9 of the second neeting of SBSTTA and the
representative of the Secretariat nade reference to the rel ated docunents,
nanmel y UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 24, on sharing of experiences on incentive neasures for
conservation and sustai nabl e use, and UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 1 nf. 36, contai ning

subm ssi ons received by the Executive Secretary on incentive neasures.

97. Statenments under the item were made by the representatives of
Argentina, Australia, Canada, Cape Verde, Col onbia, Finland, Indonesia,
Ireland (on behal f of the European Union), Ml awi, Nepal, Netherlands,
Norway, Peru, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Senegal, South Africa,
Swi tzerl and, Uganda (on behal f of the African group) and United States of
Areri ca.
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98. A statenent was al so made by the representative of the Netherl ands
Committee for the Wrld Conservation Union (1UCN), on behalf of the non-
governnental organi zati ons and i ndi genous peopl es' organi zati ons present at
t he neeting.

99. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted

decision I11/11, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the Chairnman
of the Committee of the Whole and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 11.
The text of the decision may be found in annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 16. SPECI AL SESSI ON OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
TO REVI EW | MPLEMENTATI ON OF AGENDA 21

16.1 To provide a report fromthe perspective of the Convention's
three objectives

100. At its 10th session, on 8 Novenber 1996, the Committee of the Wole
considered item 16. The representative of the CBD Secretariat introduced the
rel evant docunents, nanely UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 25, UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/1nf.6, both
relating to the special session of the General Assenbly, and

UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ I nf. 42, containing the report of the Inter-Agency Comittee on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent. A representative of the Departnment of Policy

Coordi nati on and Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent of the United Nations reported on
behal f of the Secretariat of CSD on the preparations for the fifth session of
CSD and for the special session of the General Assenbly.

101. Statenents under the itemwere nade by the representatives of Canada,
Chi na, Col onbi a, Cuba, Hungary, Indonesia, Ireland (on behal f of the European
Uni on), Netherlands, New Zeal and, Norway and Zi nbabwe.

102. The Chairman set up a working group under M. Terry Jones (Seychelles),
Vi ce-President of the neeting, to prepare a draft statement fromthe
Conference of the Parties and to report back to a future neeting of the
Conmittee of the Wole

103. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenmber 1996, the neeting adopted
decision I11/19, on the basis of the draft decision subnmitted by the chairman
of the informal working group on the item and contai ned i n docunent

UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 10. The text of the decision may be found in annex Il to
the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 17. | SSUES RELATED TO Bl OSAFETY
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17.1 To consider the first report of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Worki ng
G oup on Biosafety

17.2 UNEP International Technical Guidelines for Safety in
Bi ot echnol ogy

104. At its 10th session, on 8 Novenber 1996, the Committee of the Whole
decided to consider items 17.1 and 17.2 of the agenda concurrently, as a
single item The itemwas introduced by a representative of the Secretariat,
who drew attention to three docunents before the Conmittee of the Wole that
were relevant to its consideration of the item UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 26,
containing the report of the first neeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Wbr ki ng
Group on Biosafety, held in Aarhus, Denmark, from22 to 26 July 1996;

UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 27, containing a sunmary of that report; and

UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 28, containing the UNEP I nternational Technical Guidelines for
Saf ety in Biotechnol ogy.

105. The Chairman of the first nmeeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working
Group on Biosafety, M. Veit Koester (Denmark), reported on the achi evenents
of the meeting, and introduced and expl ai ned the reasoning behind the
reconmendati ons made by the Wirki ng G oup.

106. Statenents were nade by the representatives of Argentina (on behal f of
the Latin America and Cari bbean group), Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Caneroon,
Canada, Chile, China, Equatorial Guinea, Guaterala (also on behalf of

El Sal vador and Honduras), Hungary (on behal f of a nunber of countries with
economes in transition), Indonesia, Ireland (on behalf of the European
Union), ltaly, Japan, Ml aysia, Mexico, Mrocco, New Zeal and, Norway,

Phi | i ppi nes, Russian Federation, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Tunisia, United

Ki ngdom United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela and Zi nbabwe (on behal f of
the African group). Statements were al so nade by Bi ot echnol ogy | ndustry
Organi zation, Geen Industry Biotechnology Platform G eenpeace |International
(on behal f of 25 non-governmental organizations) and Third World Network.

107. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the follow ng

nom nations were nmade to the Bureau of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group on
Bi osafety: M. Tewol de Behran Gebre Egzi abher (Ethiopia), M. David Ganbl e
(New Zeal and), M. Veit Koester (Denmark) and M. Sateeaved Seebal uck
(Mauritius).

108. At the same session, the neeting adopted decision I11/20, on the basis
of the draft decision submtted by the Chairman of the Conmittee of the Wole
and contai ned in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/3/L.15. The text of the decision may
be found in annex Il to the present report.
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AGENDA | TEM 18. RELATI ONSHI P OF THE CONVENTI ON W TH THE COVM SSI ON ON
SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT AND BI ODI VERSI TY- RELATED
CONVENTI ONS, OTHER | NTERNATI ONAL AGREEMENTS,
I NSTI TUTI ONS AND PROCESSES OF RELEVANCE

109. At its 11th session, on 11 Novenber 1996, the Conmttee of the Wole
decided to consider the item The representative of Cost Rica (on behal f of
the Group of 77 and China), supported by the representative of Ethiopia (on
behal f of the African group), expressed concern about the nunber of working
groups, explaining that it was difficult for small del egations to be
adequately represented. In response, the Chairman said that only two working
groups had been established, but that a nunber of informal groups had net to
produce draft docunments on various agenda itenms for further consideration by
the Committee of the Wole.

110. A representative of the Secretariat introduced the item drawi ng the
attention of the Cormittee of the Wiole to a nunber of rel evant docunents
that it had before it, including: UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 29, on the inplenmentation
of decision |1/13, containing specific recomendati ons ai med at pronoting and
strengthening institutional cooperation with other global and regional

bi odi versity-rel ated conventions; UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 35, which exam ned

nodal ities for enhanced cooperation with rel evant biodiversity-rel ated bodies
such as FAO the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural

Organi zati on (UNESCO and CSD; and UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 30, on cooperation between
the CBD and the Ransar Convention. He noted that the texts of the nenoranda
of cooperation between the Executive Secretary and the secretariats of a
nurmber of other biodiversity-related conventions, contained in docunents
UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 1 nf. 38, UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 1 nf.39 and UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ I nf. 40, were
al so rel evant, as were a nunber of other information docunents.

111. M. Alojzia Lakos (Hungary), the Chairperson of the Standing Committee
of the Ramsar Convention, made a statenment noting the clear need for

coordi nation of policy and action between the various biodiversity-rel ated
conventions and identifying specific areas of potential cooperation between
the Convention and the Ransar Convention. Statements were al so nade by the
representatives of Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bulgaria (on behal f of
countries with economes in transition), Cape Verde, Cuba, Dom nica, Ecuador,
Et hi opi a, France, lIreland (on behalf of the European Union), Janaica, Mlaw,
Morocco, Norway, Poland, Republic of Korea, Romania, Senegal, Switzerland,
Tuni sia and United Republic of Tanzania. Statenents were also nmade by the
representatives of CM5, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wld Fauna and Flora (CI TES), the Intergovernnmental Oceanographic
Commi ssion (10C), FAO, the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and

Devel opnent (CECD), UNEP, UNESCO and a non-governmental organization,
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Wet | ands | nt ernati onal

112. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted

decision I11/21, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the Chairnman
of the Commttee of the Wiol e and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 9.
The text of the decision nmay be found in annex Il to the present report.

AGENDA | TEM 19. MEDI UM TERM PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES FOR 1996- 1997

113. In accordance with the decision of the Conference of the Parties at its
1st plenary session, on 4 Novenber 1996, the Committee of the Whole
considered item 19 in conjunction with sub-item 20.2. Accordingly, at its
11t h session, on 11 Novenber 1996, the Conmittee of the Wole took up

consi deration of the itenmns.

114. Recalling that, in its decision I1/18, the Conference of the Parties
had decided to review, at its third neeting, the nmedi umterm programe of
work in the Iight of the progress achieved in the inplenmentation of the
Convention, the representative of the Secretariat introduced docunent
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 31, containing a note fromthe Executive Secretary, which
reviewed the 1995-1997 medi umterm progranme of work of the Conference of the
Parties in the light of its inplications for the | onger-term programe of
work, as well as a draft provisional agenda for the fourth neeting of the
Conference of the Parties in 1997, and, in its Annex ||, the draft

provi si onal agenda of SBSTTA.

115. The representative of the Secretariat recalled the concerns expressed
by SBSTTA in its recomendations I1/11 and I1/12 (contained in docunent
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 3) regarding the need for prioritization, and al so drew
attention to the |large nunber of neetings anticipated under the mediumterm
programe of work.

116. Statenents under the itemwere nade by the representatives of Arnenia,
Australia, Chile, China, Colonbia, Costa Rica (on behalf of the Goup of 77
and China), Doninica, Equatorial Guinea, Ireland (on behal f of the European
Uni on), Janmi ca, Jordan, Malawi, Mrocco, New Zeal and, Paraguay, Peru,
Russi an Federation, Santa Lucia, Singapore, Tunisia and United States of
Areri ca.

117. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted
decision I11/22, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the chairman
of the conmittee on the budget and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 19.
The text of the decision may be found in annex Il to the present report.
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AGENDA | TEM 20. ADM NI STRATI VE MATTERS

20.1 Report of the Executive Secretary on the adm nistration of the
Convention

118. The Executive Secretary introduced his report on the adm nistration of
the Convention, contained in docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 32, during his address
at the opening of the neeting, on 4 Novenber 1996

119. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted

decision I11/23, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the chairman
of the conmmittee on the budget and contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 23.
The text of the decision may be found in annex Il to the present report.

20.2 Budget of the Trust Fund for the Convention on Biologica
Diversity

120. At the 2nd plenary session, the Executive Secretary introduced the
proposed budget of the Trust Fund for the Convention, contained in document
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/33. He recalled that, at its second neeting, in 1995, the
Conference of the Parties had adopted decision I1/20, which directed the
Executive Secretary, in preparing the budget for 1997, also to provide the

i ndi cative budget for 1997, attached as annex | to decision I1/20, and to
revise it to reflect Montreal, rather than Geneva, costings. He pointed out
that several aspects of the future work of the Convention, including the
SBSTTA work progranme, the Jakarta Mandate and the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working
Group on Biosafety, all had budget inplications.

121. The Conmittee of the Wol e was requested to consider the sub-item in
conjunction with item 19, Mediumterm programe of work of the Conference of
the Parties for 1996-1997, so that it could provide information, as an input
to the negotiations on the budget, on its discussions and the decision on the
medi um term programe of work. The Committee took up consideration of the
itemconcurrently with item19 at its 11th session, on 11 Novenber 1996, and
the list of statenments made under the sub-item nmay be found, accordingly,
under item 19.

122. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted

decision I11/24, on the basis of the draft decision subnitted by the chairnman
of the conmittee on the budget and contained in documents UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 24
and Corr.1. The text of the decision may be found in annex Il to the present

report.
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AGENDA | TEM 21. REPORT ON THE CREDENTI ALS OF REPRESENTATI VES TO THE
THI RD MEETI NG OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

123. Rule 19 of the rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties
provi des that the Bureau of any meeting shall exam ne the credentials and
subnmit its report to the Conference of the Parties for decision.

Accordingly, the Bureau of the third nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties
entrusted Ms. Suzana Guzi 6va (Slovakia) with the preparation of the report on
credential s.

124. At the 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the Secretari at
informed the neeting that, as stated in the report on credentials, the
credentials of 120 Parties attending the neeting had been exam ned and 112 of
t hem had been found in full conpliance with the provisions of rule 18 of the
rul es of procedure, while those of eight Parties only partly conplied with

t hose provisions and were therefore not in good order. A further 21 Parties
attending the neeting had not submitted their credentials by that date. Al
Parties concerned, 29 in total, had agreed to provide the Executive Secretary
with their credentials in good order by 10 Decenber 1996

125. On the basis of the experience of the third meeting, the Bureau
reconmended to the plenary:

(a) That the Executive Secretary should be requested to prepare a
sanpl e format of appropriate credentials and to distribute it as an annex to
the invitation letter for future neetings of the Conference of the Parties,
in order to assist Parties in fulfilling the requirenents of rule 18 of the
rul es of procedure; and

(b) That the Executive Secretary should be requested to propose to
the fourth nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties an interpretation of the
wording of rule 18 of the rules of procedure, in order to give Parties a
br oader understanding of the phrasing of that rule and thereby facilitating
both the work of the Parties and the admi nistration of the neetings of the
Conference of the Parties.

126. The neeting of the Conference of the Parties accepted the report on
credentials and endorsed the reconmendati ons of the Bureau
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AGENDA | TEM 22. VENUE AND DATE OF THE FOURTH MEETI NG OF
THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

127. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting gratefully
accepted the offer of Slovakia to host the fourth neeting of the Conference
of the Parties in Bratislava and decided that the dates of the fourth neeting
shoul d be 4-15 May 1998. The neeting adopted decision I11/25 to that effect,
on the basis of the draft decision contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 29,
submitted by the Bureau.

AGENDA | TEM 23. OTHER MATTERS

128. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting accepted
by accl amation the nom nation of M. Zakri A Ham d (Ml aysia) as the next
Chai rman of SBSTTA and confirmed that his termof office would conmence at
the start of the third neeting of SBSTTA. At the sane session, the
Conference of the Parties agreed that the next neeting of SBSTTA woul d be
held in Septenber at the seat of the Secretariat and that the Executive
Secretary woul d investigate and propose suitabl e dates.

129. The current Chairman of SBSTTA, M. Schei (Norway), congratul ated his
successor on his appointnent and affirmed that he would work closely with
M. Zakri on the arrangenents for the third neeting of SBSTTA

130. M. Veit Koester (Denmark) was el ected by acclamation as Chairnman of
the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group on Biosafety for the period until the
next nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties.

131. At the sane plenary session, the neeting al so considered the draft
deci sion subnmitted by the Bureau on the conveni ng of regi onal and subregional
nmeetings for Parties to the Convention, contained in document

UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ L. 28, and adopted, on its basis, decision I11/26, the text of
which is contained in annex I1I.

AGENDA | TEM 24. ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT

132. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the third neeting of
the Conference of the Parties adopted its report on the basis of docunents
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ L. 1 and Add.1 and took note of the report of the Committee of
the Whol e, contained in docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/3/L.2, as orally anended. The
report was adopted on the understanding that the Rapporteur would be
entrusted with finalizing the last part of the report of the neeting.
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AGENDA | TEM 25. CLOSURE OF THE MEETI NG

133. At its 4th plenary session, on 15 Novenber 1996, the neeting adopted,
by accl amation, decision I11/27, on the basis of a draft decision contained
i n docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/L.26, submitted on behalf of all participants in
the meeting by the representatives of Australia, Canada, the European Union,
the Group of 77 and China, |celand, Japan, New Zeal and, Norway and
Switzerland, and entitled "Tribute to the Governnent and people of the
Argentine Republic". The text of the decision is contained in annex Il to
the present report.

134. Followi ng the customary exchange of courtesies and after her closing
statenent, the President declared the third neeting of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity closed at 12 noon on

15 Novenber 1996.
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Annex |

REPORT OF THE M NI STERI AL SEGVENT

135. The ministerial segnment of the third neeting of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity was held on 13 and

14 Novenber 1996. Pursuant to the pragmatic approach suggested by the
Presi dency and agreed upon by the neeting, no mnisterial declaration was
adopted and, instead, the najor views expressed at the mnisterial segnent
wi Il be conveyed, under the responsibility of the President, as a
contribution of the Conference of the Parties to the special session of the
CGeneral Assenmbly to review progress in the inplenentation of Agenda 21.

136. The ministerial segment was opened at 9 a.m on 13 Novenber 1996 by
Ms. Maria Julia Al sogaray, President of the third neeting of the Conference
of the Parties and M nister of the Environment and Natural Resources of the
Argentine Republic.

137. A nessage to the nmeeting from M. Boutros Boutros-Ghali,
Secretary-General of the United Nations, was read out by

Ms. Elizabeth Dowdeswel |, Executive Director of the United Nations

Envi ronnent Programme (UNEP). In his nessage, the Secretary-General
underlined the inportance of the Convention on Biological Diversity as an
essential component of the followup the United Nations Conference on

Envi ronnent and Devel opnment held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 and indicated that
the outcome of the Conference of the Parties would provide valuable input to
the deliberations of the fifth session of the Conmi ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent in April 1997, as well as the special session of the General
Assenbly to review progress in the inplementation of Agenda 21.
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138. Ms. Dowdeswel | then addressed the nmeeting in her capacity as Executive
Di rect or of UNEP. In her address, the Executive Director said that, with
nore than 160 Parties, the Convention was becom ng an international treaty

wi th universal participation and urged countries who had not yet ratified the
Convention to do so at the earliest noment. She indicated that the continuum
of negotiations fromthe first neeting of the Conference of the Parties in
Nassau to the second neeting in Jakarta had served not only to el aborate
further several provisions of the Convention, but also to translate goals and
objectives into reality through an anbitious programe of work. The new
phase in the inplenentation of the Convention was al so characterized by the
search for focused actions related to key parts of the Conventi on,

particul arly agrobiodiversity, the role of indigenous and | ocal conmunities,
as well as access to genetic resources. She also inforned the neeting that,
in accordance with the request nade at the second neeting of the Conference
of the Parties, the headquarters agreenent between Canada and UNEP had been
signed. She indicated that UNEP, despite financial constraints, had

al | ocat ed consi derabl e neans in support of the Convention and, while
review ng such activities, drew particular attention to the release of a
publication entitled "Human and Cul tural Value of Biodiversity" as a
contribution to the inplenentation of Article 8 of the Convention. In
concl usi on, she said that basic negotiations had now been conpl eted and the
time had come for action. She recollected an ancient superstition of the sea
whi ch held that one wave inevitably cane al ong which was greater than any
that had preceded it. |If the international comunity was well prepared, it
could catch the mght of that wave to bring the Convention to ful

i mpl ementation of its three objectives. The Conference of the Parties was a
key step to preparedness to catch that energy.

139. Statenents were nmade at the opening session of the ministerial segnment
by the Mnisters of Environment, or their representatives, of Al geria,
Bolivia, Central African Republic (on behalf of the African Mnisteria
Conference on the Environnent), Colonbia, Costa Rica (on behalf of the Goup
of 77 and China), Indonesia, Iran (Islamc Republic of), Ireland (on behal f
of the European Union), Kazakstan, Slovakia and Switzerl and

140. At its 2nd session, on 13 Novenber 1996, the ninisterial segment was
addressed by M. Carlos Salul Menem President of the Argentine Republic. 1In
hi s address, the President said that not enough progress had been made in
hal ti ng manki nd's destruction of its own habitat, which he described as "the
chal l enge of our tinmes". He called for a world strategy on forests. This
was a matter of urgency and should take account of all the underlying causes
of degradation and | oss of those ecosystens. He also expressed the view
that, at the Earth Summit of 1992, humanity had initiated a process | eading
to a "Nature Contract"” simlar in inpact to the "Social Contract" of the
eighteenth century. He stated that respect for traditional comunities had
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been deferred for too long within the Convention on Biological Diversity and
that the harnonious relationship with the environnent should serve as a nodel
to guide our actions. He closed by saying that if those processes, as well
as irrational wars between nei ghbouring peoples, continued, in the space of a
few years we would be forced to lament the [oss of that which we could not
def end.

141. At the sane session, statements were made by the Mnisters of
Environnent, or their representatives, of Australia, Barbados, Benin, Brazil,
Canada, Chad, China, Codte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Germany, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary,
India, Lao People's Denocratic Republic, Ml aw , Mxico, Norway, Peru,

South Africa, United Kingdom and Venezuel a.

142. At the 3rd session of the ministerial segment, on 14 Novenber 1996, the
neeting heard statements by the Mnisters of Environnent, or their
representatives, of Austria, Belarus, Chile, Czech Republic, Finland,

Cuat ermal a, Lesotho, Nicaragua, Philippines, Portugal, Republic of Korea,

Russi an Federation, Seychelles, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago (on behal f of the
Al liance of Small Island States), Uruguay and Western Sanpa, and by a
representative of the European Conmunity.

143. At the 4th session of the ministerial segment, on 14 Novenber 1996, the
neeting heard statements by the Mnisters of Environnent, or their
representatives, of Bahanas, Bulgaria, Caneroon, Italy, Japan, Kyrgyzstan,
Mauritius, Mcronesia (Federated States of), Netherlands, Papua New Gui nea,
Pol and, Romani a, Rwanda, Spain, Thailand and United States of Anerica. In
addition, statements were nade by the representatives of | UCN, UNCTAD and
UNESCO, as well as by the representatives of the Biotechnol ogy Industry
Organi zation, the Indigenous Peoples' Biodiversity Network and the

I nternational Forum of Non-Governnmental Organizations.

144. At the 5th session of the ministerial segment, on 14 Novenber 1996, the
neeting heard statenments by the Mnisters of Environnent, or their
representatives, of Bangl adesh, Burkina Faso, Croatia, Denmark, Domni nica,
Egypt, Eritrea, Estonia, France, Chana, Cuyana, Kenya, Monaco, Mzanbi que,
Paki stan, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Sweden, Syria, Tunisia and Ukraine. In
addition, statements were nade by the representatives of FAO and Cooperativa
Tecnico Scientifica di Base (COBASE).



UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 38
Page 43

Annex |1

DECI SI ONS ADOPTED BY THE THI RD MEETI NG OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

Deci si on

/71

/2

[11/3

/74

1175

1176

sz

[11/8

/79

[11/10

/11

/12

CONTENTS

Page
Pendi ng i ssues arising fromthe work of the
second neeting of the Conference of the Parties.................. 46
Report and recommendati ons of the second neeting
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technological Advice........ ... . . .. i 49
Use of |anguages in the neetings of the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice................. 50
Cl eari ng- house mechanismto pronote and facilitate
technical and scientific cooperation ................ ... .......... 50
Addi tional guidance to the financial nmechanism.................... 53
Additional financial resources......... ... . .., 56
Quidelines for the review of the effectiveness
of the financial mechanism....... ... . ... . . . . 58
Menor andum of under st andi ng between the Conference
of the Parties to the Convention on Biol ogi ca
Diversity and the Council of the
G obal Environment Facility .......... .. . .. .. 61
I mpl enentation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention.............. 67
Identification, nonitoring and assessment ......................... 70
Conservation and sustai nabl e use of agricultura
biological diversity ..... ... .. 72
Programme of work for terrestrial biologica
diversity: forest biological diversity........................... 85



UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 38

Page 44

11713

11714

11715

Deci si on

11716

/717

11718

11719

11720

/721

11722

11723

11724

11725

11726

111727

Future programme of work for terrestrial biologica

diversity: dryland, nountain and inland water ecosystens......... 89
Implenentation of Article 8 (J) ... 90
ACCESS 10 geNEtiC FESOUIMCeS .o vttt et e e e e e e e 94

Page

Ways to pronote and facilitate access to and transfer
and devel opnent of technol ogy, as envisaged in

Articles 16 and 18 of the Convention.............. ..., 97
Intellectual property rights ... ... . . . . . . . . .. . . . 98
I NCENt I VB NMBASUI S . .t ittt e e e e e e e e e e e e 101

Speci al session of the General Assenbly to
review inplenentation of Agenda 21 ............ ... ... . . ... . ... ..., 102

Issues related to biosafety ..... ... ... . . . . . .. .. . 110
Rel ati onshi p of the Convention with the Comm ssion on

Sust ai nabl e Devel opment and bi odi versity-rel at ed
conventions, other international agreenents,

institutions and processes of relevance.......................... 112
Medi um t erm programe of work for 1996-1997...................... 115
Administrative matters .. ... .. 119

Budget of the Trust Fund for the Convention
on Biological Diversity ....... .. 120

Date and venue of the fourth neeting of
the Conference of the Parties........ ... . . .. . . . . . . . .. 136

Conveni ng of regional and subregional neetings
for Parties to the Convention........... ... ... ... 136

Tribute to the Government and people of the
Argentine Republic . ... .. 136



UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 38
Page 45



UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 38
Page 46

I1'1/1. Pending issues arising fromthe work of the second
Meeting of the Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties,

Havi ng consi dered paragraphs 4 and 16 of the financial rules for the
adm ni stration of the Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity
and paragraph 1 of rule 40 of the rules of procedure for neetings of the
Conference of the Parties,

1. Decides to transmit to the fourth neeting of the Conference of
the Parties, for further consideration, paragraph 4 of the financial rules as
contained in the annex to the present deci sion;

2. Al so decides to transmt to the fourth neeting of the Conference
of the Parties, for further consideration, paragraph 16 of the financia
rules as contained in annex Il of decision I1/20, entitled "Financing of and

budget for the Convention", contained in document UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 2/ 19.

3. Further decides to transnmit to its fourth nmeeting for further
consi deration paragraph 1 of rule 40 of the rules of procedure for neetings
of the Conference of the Parties.

Annex

"It is for the Conference of the Parties to determ ne the scale
referred to in paragraph 3 (a) above. The scale is based on the United
Nations scal e of assessments for the apportionnment of the expenses of the
United Nations [adjusted to provide that no devel oping country Party shall be
required to pay nore than any devel oped country Party]. This scale of
assessnents shall apply unless anmended by the Conference of the Parties. The
contributions referred to in paragraph 3 (a) shall be due on 1 January of
each cal endar year."

Appendi x

FI NANCI AL RULES FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE TRUST FUND
FOR THE CONVENTI ON ON BI OLOG CAL DI VERSI TY 1/

1. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention shall designate
an organi zation (hereinafter referred to as the Trustee) which shal

1/ As contained in Annex |l of decision |I/20 and anmended by the
present deci sion
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establish and manage the Trust Fund for the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity (hereinafter referred to as the Trust Fund) in accordance with
these rul es.

2. The Trust Fund shall be used for funding the adm nistration of
the Convention, including the functions of the Secretari at.

3. The Trust Fund shall be financed from

(a) Contributions nade by Parties to the Convention based on the
scale set forth in the appendi x to the budget;

(b) Addi tional contributions made by such Parties;

(c) Contributions from States not Parties to the Convention, as well
as governnental, intergovernnental and non-governmental organizations, and
ot her sources.

4. It is for the Conference of the Parties to determnmine the scale
referred to in paragraph 3 (a) above. The scale is to be based on the
United Nations scale of assessnents for the apportionnent of the expenses of
the United Nations [adjusted to provide that no devel oping country Party
shall be required to pay nore than any devel oped country Party]. This scale
of assessnents shall apply unless anended by the Conference of the Parties
The contributions referred to in paragraph 3 (a) shall be due on 1 January of
each cal endar year

5. Al'l contributions shall be paid in United States dollars or their
equi valent in a convertible currency and into a bank account to be specified
by the Trustee. |In conversion of currencies into United States dollars, the

United Nations operational rate of exchange shall be used.

6. Accounting records shall be kept in such currency or currencies
as the Trustee deens necessary.

7. (a) Budget proposals expressed in United States dollars
covering the expenditure and i ncone fromcontributions referred to in
paragraph 3 (a) above shall be prepared by the head of the Secretari at
(hereinafter referred to as the Executive Secretary) for periods of two
cal endar years at the minimum At |east 90 days before the date fixed for
t he opening of each ordinary nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties, these
budget proposals shall be dispatched by the Executive Secretary to al
Parties to the Conventi on.

(b) The budget shall, in accordance with rule 16, be approved by the
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Conference of the Parties and, if necessary, be revised at an ordinary or
extraordi nary neeting of the Parties.

8. Contributions referred to in paragraphs 3 (b) and (c) shall be
used in accordance with any ternms and conditions agreed between the Executive
Secretary and the respective contributor. At each ordinary neeting of the
Conference of the Parties, the Executive Secretary shall present a report on
contributions received and expected as well as their sources, anpunts,
pur poses and conditi ons.

9. The Executive Secretary nmay conmit resources agai nst the Trust
Fund only if such commitnents are covered by contributions already received
In the event that the Trustee anticipates that there nmight be a shortfall in

resources over the financial period as a whole, it shall notify the Executive
Secretary, who shall adjust the budget so that expenditures are at all tines
fully covered by contributions received.

10. The Trustee, on the advice of the Executive Secretary, may make
transfers fromone budget |line to another within the budget in accordance
with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations

11. Contributions referred to in paragraph 3 (a) above from States
and regi onal economic integration organizations that beconme Parties to the
Convention after the beginning of a financial period shall be nade pro rata
tenporis for the balance of that financial period. Consequent adjustnents
shall be made at the end of each financial period for other Parties.

12. Contributions not inmediately required for the purposes of the
Trust Fund shall be invested, and any interest so earned shall be credited to
the Trust Fund

13. It is for the Conference of the Parties and the Trustee to agree
on an admini strative support charge to be paid to the Trustee

14. At the end of each cal endar year, the Trustee shall transfer any
bal ance to the follow ng cal endar year and subnmt to the Conference of the
Parties, through the Executive Secretary, the certified and audited accounts
for that year as soon as practicable. The Trust Fund shall be subjected to
the internal and external auditing procedure of the United Nations as |laid
down in the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations.

15. In the event that the Conference of the Parties decides to
term nate the Trust Fund, a notification to that effect shall be presented to
the Trustee at |east six nonths before the date of term nation sel ected by
the Conference of the Parties. The Conference of the Parties shall decide,
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in consultation with the Trustee, on the distribution on any unspent bal ance
after all liquidation expenses have been net.

[16A. The Parties shall reach agreenment by consensus on:

(a) The scal e and any subsequent revision to it;

(b)  The budget.]

[16B. The Parties shall nmake every effort to reach agreenent on the
budget by consensus. If all efforts to reach consensus on the budget have
been exhausted and no agreenent has been reached, the budget shall, as a | ast
resort, be adopted by a [two-thirds] [four-fifths] majority vote of the
Parties present and voting representing a [two-thirds] [four-fifths] majority
vote of the devel oping country Parties present and voting and a [two-thirds]
[four-fifths] majority vote of the other Parties present and voting.]

17. Any anendnents to these rules shall be adopted by the Conference
of the Parties by consensus.

I11/2. Report and recommendati ons of the second neeting
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decision I1/1, which endorsed reconrendation I/1 of the
Subsi diary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice on the
nodus operandi of that Body, and which requested it to keep under reviewits
nodus operandi with a viewto inproving its functioning on the basis of
experience gai ned,

Noting, in particular, the reconmendati on of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogical Advice that it adopt a thematic
approach to its work,

1. Takes note of the report of the second neeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, held at the seat of
the Secretariat from2 to 6 Septenber 1996, contained in document
UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 3;

2. Not es recommendation I1/11 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce which contains the proposed revised
el ements of its npdus operandi, and decides to consider this reconmendation
further at its fourth neeting as part of the longer-termreview of the
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programe of work and the operations of the Conference of the Parties and
subsi di ary organs.

I1/3. Use of |anguages in the neetings of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling the recommendati ons of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 3,

1. Takes note of the concern expressed by several del egations that
t he proceedi ngs of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice are conducted only in the working | anguages of the
Conference of the Parties;

2. Takes note also of the estimates given by the Secretariat of the
cost of holding neetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice in the six |anguages of the United Nati ons;

3. Deci des that the neetings of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice will be held in the six official |anguages
of the United Nations and that the npdus operandi of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice will be nodified accordingly;

4. Further decides that the anmpbunt of US$ 500,000 will be allocated
in the core budget to cover adnministrative costs of servicing the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice neeting in 1997

I11/4. dearing-house nmechanismto pronpte and facilitate
technical and scientific cooperation

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling decision I/3 of the Conference of Parties, that a clearing-
house nmechani sm shoul d be established, in accordance with Article 18,
paragraph 3, of the Convention, to pronbte and facilitate technical and
scientific cooperation,

Recalling also decision I1/3 of the Conference of Parties on the
devel opment of the clearing-house mechani smthrough the establishnent of a
pil ot phase for 1996-1997 and related activities to pronote technical and
scientific cooperation,
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Havi ng _exami ned the note by the Executive Secretary, contained in
docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 4, whi ch enphasizes the nmain features of the
operational framework of the pilot phase of the clearing-house nechani sm
nanely, information |inking and organi zation, visualization and the deci sion
support function,

Noting that progress made to date in the inplenentation of the pil ot
phase has produced val uable insights as to the future devel opment of the
cl eari ng- house mechani sm and concerned that it is nowtinme for these initia
experiences to be brought together and advanced in a systematic manner so as
to ensure that the clearing-house mechanismis expeditiously inplenmented in
accordance with the expectations of the Parties,

Noti ng al so:

(a) The crucial part played by technical and scientific cooperation
on all aspects of biological diversity, including taxonomy and transfer of
technol ogy, in ensuring the capacity of the clearing-house nmechanismto play
an inportant role in the inplenentation of the Convention;

(b) The need for the clearing-house nechanismto be clearly focused
on the inplementation of the Conventi on;

(c) The need for the clearing-house nechanismactivities to include
i nformati on exchange nodalities additional to the Internet to ensure the
participation of Parties w thout Internet access;

(d) The need for capacity-building for the purposes of the clearing-
house mechani smin devel oping countries, including training on information
systens technol ogies that will allow devel oping countries to take advantage
of the recent devel opnents in el ectronic conmunication, including the
| nt er net ;

(e) The advantages of country-driven pilot projects focused on
priority areas identified by the Conference of Parties which would enabl e
devel opi ng countries to begin to inplenent the main features of the pilot
phase of the clearing-house mechani sm

1. Deci des that the pilot phase approved in its decision I1/3 shall
be extended for a further year, until Decenber 1998

2. Requests the G obal Environment Facility to support the
activities referred to in paragraphs (d) and (e) above as critical conponents
in the inplenentation of the clearing-house nmechani smat the national,
subregi onal and regional levels, including in the pilot phase
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3. Further requests the interimfinancial nmechanismto inplement its
revi sed operational criteria for enabling activities in relation to the
cl eari ng- house nmechanismto give effect, as quickly as possible, to the
reconmendat i ons contai ned in paragraph 2 above;

4. Al so requests Governnents and other bilateral and nmultilatera
funding institutions, as far as possible and as appropriate, to provide
funding for capacity-building related to the inplenentation of the clearing-
house mechani sm

5. Requests Governments and rel evant financial, scientific and
technical institutions to facilitate, including through the provision of
voluntary contributions, regional workshops with a viewto attaining a clear
definition of country and regional-level scientific and technical information
needs and priorities identified and nodalities to deliver information and
eval uate national capacities for the inplenmentation of the Convention. Such
wor kshops shoul d al so revi ew experience in scientific and technica
cooperation in support of the objectives of the Convention, in order to
identify ways by which the clearing-house nmechani smcan best facilitate such
cooper ati on;

6. Enphasi zes that the key characteristics of the clearing-house
mechani smare, inter alia, that it should be conpatible with nationa
capacities, needs-driven and decentralized in nature, should provide access
to neta-data, should provide support to the decision-maki ng process, and
shoul d to the extent possible involve the private sector

7. Recommends that the cl earing-house mechani sm shoul d di ssem nate
in addition to scientific and technical information, information on policy
and nanagenent issues relevant to the inplenentation of the Convention

8. Endorses the proposal of the Secretariat for the publication of a
cl eari ng- house mechani sm newsl etter;

9. Recogni zes that ownership of all information made avail abl e
t hrough the cl earing-house nechani smshall remain with the provider of the
i nformation;

10. Agrees that the clearing-house nechani smshall be assisted inits
functioning by an informal advisory committee, constituted and coordi nated by
the Executive Secretary in a transparent manner, which will guide and

integrate the devel opment of the pilot phase activities and endeavour to
ensure that all Parties can participate in the pilot phase of the clearing-
house mechani sm
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11. Recommends that one inportant role of the clearing-house
nmechani smat the national |evel should be to provide relevant infornmation
I inkages to the national focal points and relevant thematic focal points, in
order to facilitate the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising
out of the utilization of genetic resources. Linkages to patent offices in
each country for up-to-date information on new patent registrations and
patents in the public domain provide an exanple of one mechani sm

12. Recommends that the work of the clearing-house nechani smat the
international |evel focus on providing thematic focal points for linking to
the activities at the national and regional |evel

13. Recogni zes that cl ose cooperation is needed wth other
conventions and agreenents, and requests the Secretariat to identify those
activities and organi zati ons which coul d support the clearing-house
mechani sm and to provide appropriate advice to the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice at its next neeting;

14. Recogni zes the role of the Secretariat in the coordination of the
successful inplementation of the clearing-house mechani sm and reconmrends
that the cl earing-house mechani sm posts within the Secretariat should be
filled as soon as possible;

15. Requests all Parties to designate their clearing-house mechani sm
nati onal focal points and make them operati onal as soon as possi bl e;

16. Requests those Parties with access to the Internet to connect
their national clearing-house nechani sm honepage to the Secretariat’s
cl eari ng- house nmechani sm honepage on the Internet, where possible, and
further requests the Executive Secretary and partners to coll aborate on the
provi sion of advice to Parties and others on, inter alia, the necessary
| ayout and system specifications.

I1'1/5. Additional guidance to the financial nechanism

The Conference of the Parties,

Bearing in mnd Articles 20 and 21 of the convention,

Underlining the inportance of paragraphs 1 and 4 of Article 20 of the
Conventi on,

Taking into account, in particular, paragraph 6 of decision I1/6,




UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 38
Page 54

Recal I i ng paragraph 6 of decision I1/7, which enphasizes the inportance
of capacity/building and requests the interimfinancial mechani smunder the
convention to facilitate the urgent inplenmentation of Articles 6 and 8 of the
Conventi on by maki ng avail able to devel oping country Parties financia
resources for projects in a flexible and expeditious manner,

Recogni zi ng that the d obal Environment Facility, as stated inits
Operational Principles for Devel opment and | nplenentation of its Wrk
Programme will maintain sufficient flexibility to respond to changing
ci rcunmst ances, including evol ving guidance of the Conference of the Parties
and experience gained fromnonitoring and eval uation activities,

Recogni zing further that the d obal Environment Facility, inits
operational criteria for enabling activities for biodiversity, anticipates
that these criteria will need to be reviewed and revi sed on the basis of
early inplenentati on experience, as necessary,

Recogni zi ng progress made by the dobal Environment Facility, in
particul ar, concerning the G obal Environnent Facility decisions on
nmedi um si zed projects and enabling activities,

Recogni zing also difficulties encountered with the application of the
Operational Strategy of the dobal Environment Facility, the project
apprai sal process, the application of the criteria for deternining
incremental costs and the procedures applied by the Inplenmenting Agenci es,

Recogni zing further the need for a bal anced inplenmentati on of the
provi sions of the Convention,

Taking note of the report of the G obal Environnent Facility to the
third nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties, in which information was
provided on the efforts to ensure that funding of its activities is in
conformty with the policy, strategy, eligibility criteria and programe
priorities of the Conference of the Parties, and in particular, the expedited
procedures adopted for enabling activities in the biodiversity focal area

1. Urges the Inplementing Agencies of the G obal Environnent
Facility to enhance cooperation to increase efforts to i nprove the processing
and delivery systens of the d obal Environnent Facility;

2. Decides to provide the follow ng additional guidance to the
d obal Environment Facility in the provision of financial resources in
conformity with decisions 1/2 and 11/6 of the first and second neetings of
the Conference of the Parties. In this regard, the d obal Environment
Facility shall provide financial resources to devel oping countries for
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country-driven activities and progranmes, consistent with national priorities
and objectives, recognizing that econonic and soci al devel opnent and poverty
eradication are the first and overriding priorities of devel oping countries:

(a) For capacity-building in biosafety, including for the
i mpl ement ati on by devel opi ng countries of the UNEP International Technica
Cui delines on Safety in Biotechnol ogy;

(b) For capacity-building, including taxonony, to enabl e devel opi ng
countries to develop and carry out an initial assessnment for designing,
i mpl ementing and nonitoring progranmes in accordance with Article 7, taking
into account the special need of snmall island States (Note: The Conference
of the Parties endorsed recomendation I1/2 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, concerning capacity-building
for taxonony);

(c) For supporting, as a priority, efforts for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity inportant to agriculture, in
accordance with decision 3/11;

(d) For supporting the following activities as critical conponents in
the inplementation of the clearing-house nmechanismat the national
subregi onal and regional levels, including in the pilot phase, to which
critical conponents the G obal Environnent Facility shall give effect by
implementing its revised operational criteria for enabling activities in
relation to the clearing-house nechani smas quickly as possibl e:

(i) capacity-building for the purpose of the clearing-house
mechani sm including training in information systens technol ogi es
that will allow devel oping countries to take advantage of the
recent devel opnents in electronic conmunication, including the
| nt er net;

(ii) country-driven pilot projects, focused on priority areas
identified by the Conference of the Parties which would enabl e
devel oping countries to begin to inplenent the main features of
the pilot-phase of the clearing-house mechani sm

3. Reconfirnms the inportance of the dobal Environment Facility’'s
support for incentive nmeasures, guidance for which was contained in Annex |
to decision I/2, paragraph 4 (i), taking note of decision II11/18;

4. Urges the dobal Environment Facility, along with Governnents,
regi onal econom c integration organi zations, and conpetent international,
regi onal and national organizations, to support human and institutiona
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capaci ty-buil ding programres for Governments, non-governmental organizations
and | ocal and indigenous comunities, as appropriate, to pronote the
successful devel opment and i npl enentation of |egislative, adm nistrative and
policy neasures and gui dances on access to genetic resources, including
scientific, technical, business, |egal and managenent skills and capacities;

5. Requests the G obal Environnment Facility to exami ne the support
of capacity-building projects for indigenous and | ocal communities enbodying
traditional lifestyles related to the preservation and nmaintenance of their

know edge, innovations and practices relevant for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity with their prior informed consent and
their participation;

6. Requests the G obal Environment Facility, in preparing projects
in conformty with the Conference of the Parties guidance on policy,
strategy, programre priorities and eligibility criteria, to include in such
projects, when relevant to the project’s objectives and consistent with
national priorities, project conponents addressing:

(a) Targeted research which contributes to conservation of biol ogica
diversity and the sustainable use of its conponents including research for
reversing current trends of biodiversity |oss and species extinction;

(b) Pronotion of the understanding of the inportance of, and measures
required for, the conservation and sustainabl e use of biological diversity;

7. Requests the Secretariat of the Convention and the G oba
Environnent Facility to collaborate in preparing, for consideration by the
Conference of the Parties at its fourth neeting, a proposal on the nmeans to
address the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of genetic
resources including assistance to devel oping country Parti es.

I11/6. Additional financial resources

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling Article 21, paragraph 4, of the Convention, which states that
"the Contracting Parties shall consider strengthening existing financia
institutions to provide financial resources for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity", as well as Article 20, paragraph 2,

Recal ling also decision I1/6, by which it requested the Executive
Secretary to explore possibilities to identify additional financial
resources, to continue to nonitor the availability of additional financial
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resources, and to study characteristics specific to biological diversity
activities to allow the Conference of the Parties to nmake suggestions to
funding institutions on howto nake their activities in the area of

bi ol ogi cal diversity nore supportive of the Convention,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of identifying alternative sources of
funding in support of the Convention,

Taki ng note of elenents contained in docunments UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 7 and
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 37,

1. Uges all funding institutions, including bilateral and
nmul tilateral donors as well as regional funding institutions and
non- gover nment al organi zations, to strive to make their activities nore
supportive of the Convention, taking into account, inter alia, relevant
el ements contai ned i n document UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 7;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary:

(a) To explore as soon as possible ways of collaborating with funding
institutions to facilitate these efforts to achi eve greater support for the
Conventi on;

(b) To invite all funding institutions to provide information to the
Secretariat on ways in which their activities support the Convention, and
further requests the Secretariat to submit a report to the next Conference of
the Parties on the basis of this information;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore further possibilities
for encouraging the involvenent of the private sector in supporting the
Convention's objectives;

4. Urges devel oped country Parties to cooperate in the devel opnent,
wher e possible, of standardized information on their financial support for
t he objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Were possible,
these Parties should submit this information to the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity in their national reports;

5. Invites other funding institutions, including bilateral and
nmul tilateral donors as well as regional funding institutions and
non- gover nment al organi zations, to conpile information on their financia
support for the Convention and to provide the Secretariat with such
i nformation;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to make the information referred
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to above available to the Conference of the Parties.

I111/7. Cuidelines for the review of the effectiveness of
the financial nechanism

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling paragraph 3 of Article 21 of the Convention on Biol ogica
Di versity, which provides for the Conference of Parties to reviewthe
effectiveness of the financial mechanism

Recalling further decision I1/6, paragraph 3, on the further
devel opment of the guidelines for the review of the effectiveness of the
financial nechani smfor consideration and decision by the Conference of the
Parties at its third neeting,

1. Deci des to adopt the attached Annex, containing the objectives
and criteria for the first review of the effectiveness of the financia
mechanismto be conducted in tine for the fourth neeting of the Conference of
the Parties;

2. Decides also that the reviewreferred to in paragraph 3 of
Article 21 of the Convention should be conducted under the authority of the
Conference of the Parties;

3. Deci des further that, based on the results of the review, the
Conference of the Parties shall take appropriate action to inprove the
ef fectiveness of the nechanismif necessary.

Annex

OBJECTI VES AND CRI TERI A FOR THE FI RST REVI EW OF THE EFFECTI VENESS
OF THE FI NANCI AL MECHANI SM

A (Objectives
1. In accordance with Article 21, paragraph 3, of the Convention, the
obj ectives shall be to review and take appropriate action, if necessary, to

i mprove:

(a) The effectiveness of the financial nmechanismin providing
financi al resources;

(b) The conformty of the activities of the restructured d oba
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Environnent Facility (GEF), as the institutional structure operating the
financial nechanismon an interimbasis, with the guidance of the Conference
of the Parties; and

(c) The effectiveness of GEF-funded activities on the inplenmentation
of the Conventi on.

B. Met hodol ogy

2. The review shall draw upon, inter alia, the follow ng sources of
i nformation:

(a) Information provided by the Parties on their experiences gai ned
through activities funded by the financial mechani sm

(b) Annual reviews by the Conference of the Parties on the confornmity
of the activities of the financial nechanismw th the gui dance of the
Conference of the Parties;

(c) The CEF annual report to the Conference of the Parties on its
activities as the institutional structure to operate the financial nechanism
the annual reports of GEF and other rel evant GEF policy and information
docunent s;

(d) Reports fromthe CGEF nmonitoring and eval uati on progranme;

(e) Informati on available fromthe United Nations Commi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and the Organi sation for Econoni ¢ Cooperation and
Devel opnent, and relevant bilateral and rmultilateral funding institutions;
and

(f) Information provided by inter-governnmental organizations and
non- gover nment al organi zati ons

C. Citeria

3. The effectiveness of the financial nechanismshall be assessed agai nst.
inter alia, the following criteria

(a) The effectiveness of the financial nechanismin providing
financial resources for the inplementation of the Convention's objectives in
respect of, inter alia

(1) the adequacy, predictability and tinely di sbursement of
funds for projects;
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(ii) t he responsiveness and efficiency of the GEF project cycle
and operational strategy as it relates to biological diversity;
(iii) the ability of CGEF to | everage additional finance; and
(iv) the sustainability of funded projects 2/; and
(b) Application of the criteria of agreed full incremental costs to

enabl e devel oping country Parties to inplement the Convention, keeping in
m nd the provision of new and additional financial resources, in accordance
with Article 20.2;

(c) The conformity of the activities of the financial mechanismwth
t he gui dance of the Conference of the Parties, as contained in decisions |/2,
/73, 11/6, 11/7, 1'1/17 and 111/5, which include:

(i) the eligibility criteria;
(ii) programe priorities;
(iii) the provision of financial resources for projects in a

fl exi bl e and expeditious manner to facilitate the Parties' urgent
i mpl ementation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Conventi on;

(iv) the programre of grants for medi um sized projects; and
(v) decision I1/17 on national reporting by the Parties; and

(d) The effectiveness of GEF-funded activities on the inplenmentation
of the Convention. 3/

D. Procedures

4. Under the authority and with the support of the Conference of the
Parties, the Secretariat shall prepare background documentation for review by

2/ The Conference of the Parties recognizes that sustainability is a
shared responsibility of the financial mechanismand the Parties.

3/ The inpact that the activities funded have on the realization of
the Convention's objectives is of a long-termnature and thus information on
i npacts may not be available until further project experience has been
gai ned
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the Conference of the Parties and subnmit this docunentation to the Parties at
| east three nonths before the fourth nmeeting of the Conference of the
Parties, according to the above criteria, and shall, if necessary, appoint a
consul tant for this purpose.

5. In conpiling the information for the review the Secretariat shal
devel op a questionnaire using the criteria adopted in this decision to be
sent to the Parties for the provision of required information.

6. The Secretariat shall also ensure that field visits are effected in a
sel ected nunmber of country Parties in all geographical regions, in order to
assess the process and to identify inpedinments, if any.

7. The Secretariat shall take the opportunity of relevant neetings to neet
and interview stakehol ders, including GEF and its |Inplenenting Agencies.

8. On the basis of all information received, the Secretariat will prepare
a synthesis to assess the progress in neeting the requirements of this annex
This synthesis will be sent for appraisal by five representatives of Parties
nom nated on a regional basis to ensure that the requirenents of this annex
will be met in a tinely and conprehensi ve manner. Taking account of conmments
received, the Secretariat will distribute copies of the synthesis to all
Parties and rel evant bodies for their coments and any further contributions.
On the basis of these, the Secretariat will prepare a draft report, which
will be presented to the above regional representatives to ensure its
compliance with the terns of this annex. The draft report will also be nade
avail able to GEF and the Inplenenting Agencies. The Secretariat will submt
the synthesis report, with supporting docunents as necessary, to Parties not
| ater than three nonths prior to the fourth nmeeting of the Conference of the
Parties. The supporting docunents will include any comments and ot her
information identified by source.

9. The Conference of the Parties shall, if necessary, take appropriate
actions to inmprove the effectiveness of the financial mechani smand/or the
ef fectiveness of this review procedure.

I11/8. Menor andum of under st andi hg bet ween t he Conf erence of
the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
and the Council of the dobal Environnent Facility

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling Articles 20 and 21 of the Convention on Biological Diversity,

Recal ling further decision 11/6 on financial resources and nechani sm
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1. Adopt s the Menorandum of Understandi ng contained in the annex to
t he present deci sion;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to transmit this decision to the
Counci| of the dobal Environment Facility.

Annex

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDI NG BETWEEN THE CONFERENCE COF THE PARTI ES TO THE
CONVENTI ON ON BI OLOG CAL DI VERSI TY AND THE COUNCI L OF THE
GLOBAL ENVI RONMENT FACI LI TY

Preanbl e

The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
(hereinafter the Conference of the Parties) and the Council of the d oba
Environnent Facility (hereinafter the Council),

Recogni zing the characteristics of the financial mechanismfor the
provi sion of financial resources for the purposes of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity (hereinafter the Convention) outlined in Article 21,
paragraph 1, of the Convention, and the provisions of Article 21,
paragraph 2, of the Convention, which call upon the Conference of the Parties
to decide on the arrangenents to give effect to Article 21, paragraph 1
after consultation with the institutional structure entrusted with the
operation of the financial mechanism

Recogni zing further the willingness of the dobal Environment Facility
(hereinafter GEF) to serve for the purposes of the financial nechanismfor
the inplementation of the Convention,

Recogni zi ng that the financial nechanismshall function under the
authority and gui dance of and be accountable to the Conference of the Parties
for the purposes of the Convention and that GEF as deci ded by the Conference
of the Parties will operate the financial mechanismof the Convention on an
interimbasis in accordance with Article 39 of the Convention,

Havi ng consulted with each other and taking into account the rel evant
aspects of their governance structures as reflected in their constituent

i nstrunents,

Have reached the foll owi ng understandi ng
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1. Pur pose
1.1 The purpose of the present Menorandum of Understanding is to nake
provision for the relationship between the Conference of the Parties
and the Council in order to give effect to the provisions of Article
21, paragraph 1, of the Convention and paragraph 26 of the CEF
Instrument and, on an interimbasis, in accordance with Article 39 of
t he Convention
2. GQui dance fromthe Conference of the Parties
.1 In accordance with Article 21 of the Convention the Conference of the Parties
will determne the policy, strategy, progranmme priorities and
eligibility criteria for access to and utilization of financia
resources avail able through the financial mechanism including
nmoni toring and eval uation on a regular basis of such utilization. CEF
in operating the financial nmechani smunder the Convention, will finance
activities that are in full conformity with the guidance provided to it
by the Conference of the Parties. For this purpose, the Conference of
the Parties will comunicate its guidance, and any revisions to such
gui dance as it may adopt, on the following matters:
(a) Pol i cy and strategy;
(b) Programe priorities;
(c) Eligibility criteria;
(d) An indicative list of increnental costs;
(e) A list of developed country Parties and other Parties which
voluntarily assume the obligations of devel oped country Parti es;
(f) Any other matter relating to Article 21, including periodic
determ nati on of the ampbunt of resources needed as detailed in
paragraph 5 of this Menorandum
2.2 The Council will communicate to the Conference of the Parties al
rel evant information, including information on the projects in the area
of biological diversity funded by GEF outside the framework of the
financi al mechani sm of the Conventi on.
3. Reporting
3.1 The Council will prepare and subnit a report for each ordinary neeting
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3.

2

of the Conference of the Parti es.

The reports will include specific information on how the GEF Counci l
its Secretariat and its Inplenenting and Executi ng Agenci es have
applied the guidance and i npl emented the policy, strategies, progranme
priorities and eligibility criteria determ ned by the Conference of the
Parties, as well as any other decision of the Conference of the Parties
conmmuni cated to GEF, under Article 21 of the Convention. The Counci
shoul d al so report on its nmonitoring and eval uation activities
concerning projects in the biodiversity focal area

In particular, the reports will provide detailed information on the GEF
bi odi versity focal area, including:

(a) I nformati on on how GEF has responded to the gui dance provided by
the Conference of the Parties as described by paragraph 2,
i ncludi ng, where appropriate, through its incorporation in the
GEF operational strategy and operational progranmes;

(b) The conformty of the approved work programes with gui dance of
t he Conference of the Parties;

(c) A synthesis of the different projects under inplenmentation and a
listing of the projects approved by the Council in the
bi odi versity focal area, as well as a financial report with an
i ndi cation of the financial resources allocated to these
proj ects;

(d) A list of project proposals submtted for approval to the
Counci |, through the GEF | nplenmenting Agencies, by eligible
Parties, including reporting on their approval status and, in
cases of projects not approved, the reasons therefore;

(e) A review of the project activities approved by GEF and their
out conmes, including information on funding and progress in
i mpl ement ati on; and

(f) Addi tional financial resources |everaged by GEF for the
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention

In order to neet the requirements of accountability to the Conference
of the Parties, reports submitted by the Council will cover all GEF-
financed activities carried out for the purpose of the Convention,

whet her deci sions on such activities are made by the Council or by the
GEF | npl enenting and/ or Executing Agencies. To this end, the Counci



.1

.2

.3

UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 38

Page 65
wi |l nmake arrangenents as m ght be necessary with the | nplenenting
Agenci es regarding disclosure of information.
The Council will also provide informati on on other matters concerning
the discharge of its functions under Article 21, paragraph 1, as nmay be
requested by the Conference of the Parties. |If the Council has
difficulties in responding to any such request, it will explainits

concerns to the Conference of the Parties and the Conference of the
Parties and the Council will find a nutually agreed solution

Monitori ng and eval uati on

The Conference of the Parties may raise with the Council any nmatter
arising fromthe reports received.

The fundi ng deci sions for specific projects should be agreed between

t he devel opi ng country Party concerned and GEF in accordance with
policy, strategy, programme priorities and eligibility criteria
establ i shed by the Conference of the Parties. The GEF Council is
responsi ble for approving the GEF work progranmes. |If a Party
considers that a decision of the Council regarding a specific project
was not made in conmpliance with the policies, programre priorities and
eligibility criteria established by the Conference of the Parties in

t he context of the Convention, the Conference of the Parties should
anal yse the observations presented to it by the Party and take

deci sions on the basis of conpliance with such policy, strategy,
programe priorities and eligibility criteria. In the event that the
Conference of the Parties considers that this specific project decision
does not conply with the policy, strategy, programme priorities and
eligibility criteria established by the Conference of the Parties, it
may ask the GEF Council for further clarification on the specific

proj ect decision

As provided for in Article 21, paragraph 3, of the Convention, the
Conference of the Parties will periodically reviewthe effectiveness of
the financial mechanismin inplenenting the Convention and comuni cate
to the Council relevant decisions taken by the Conference of the
Parties as the result of such review, to inprove the effectiveness of
the financial mechanismin assisting devel oping country Parties to

i mpl ement the Convention

Determ nation of funding requirenents

In anticipation of the replenishnent of GEF, the Conference of the
Parties will make an assessment of the ampbunt of funds that are
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5.

necessary to assi st devel oping countries, in accordance with the

gui dance provided by the Conference of the Parties, in fulfilling their
commi t nents under the Convention over the next GEF repleni shnment cycle,
taking into account:

(a) Article 20, paragraph 2, and Article 21, paragraph 1, of the
Conventi on;

(b) Qui dance to the financial mechanismfromthe Conference of the
Parties which calls for future financial resources;

(c) The information conmuni cated to the Conference of the Parties in
the national reports submtted in accordance with Article 26 of
t he Conventi on;

(d) Nati onal strategies, plans or prograns devel oped in accordance
with Article 6 of the Convention;

(e) I nformati on comuni cated to the Conference of the Parties from
GEF on the nunber of eligible programes and projects that were
subnmitted to GEF, the nunber that were approved for funding, and
the nunber that were turned down owing to |ack of resources;

(f) Experi ence gai ned by those concerned in the inplementation of
proj ects.

On the occasion of each replenishnent, GEF will, in its regular report
to the Conference of the Parties as provided for in paragraph 3 of this
Menor andum of Under standi ng, indicate how it has responded during the
repl eni shment cycle to the previous assessnment by the Conference of the
Parties prepared in accordance with paragraph 5.1 and informthe
Conference of the Parties of the conclusion of replenishment
negoti ati ons.

On the basis of the report referred to in paragraph 5.2 of this

Menor andum of Under standi ng the Conference of the Parties will review
t he anpbunt of funding necessary for the inplenentation of the
Convention, on the occasion of each repleni shment of the financial
nmechani sm

Reci procal representation

On a reciprocal basis, representatives of GEF will be invited to attend
nmeetings of the Conference of the Parties and representatives of the
Convention will be invited to attend neetings of GEF.
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Inter-secretariat cooperation

The Secretariat of the Convention and the Secretariat of GEF will
communi cate and cooperate with each other and consult on a regul ar
basis to facilitate the effectiveness of the financial mechanismin
assi sting devel oping country Parties to inplenent the Convention. In
particular, the two secretariats will consult on the project proposals
under consideration for inclusion in a proposed work programe,
especially with regard to the consistency of the project proposals with
t he gui dance of the Conference of the Parties. Oficial documentation
of GEF will be made available to the Secretariat of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity.

Arendnent s

Any anendments to the present Menorandum of Understanding will be
deci ded upon by the Conference of the Parties and the Council in
writing.

Interpretation

If differences arise in the interpretation of the present Menorandum of
Under st andi ng, the Conference of the Parties and the Council will reach
a nutual ly acceptabl e solution.

Entry into effect

The present Menorandum of Understanding will cone into effect upon
approval by the Conference of the Parties and by the Council. Either
partici pant may wi thdraw this Menorandum of Understanding at any tinme
by witten notification addressed to the other. The withdrawal wll
take effect six nmonths after its notification.

The withdrawal of this Menorandum of Understanding by either Party to
this Menorandum of Understandi ng shall not affect any projects

consi dered and/or approved in accordance with the Menorandum of
Understanding prior to the w thdrawal .

I11/9. Inplenentation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

Reaffirming the great inmportance of the devel opment and i npl enentation
Parties of national strategies, plans and programes in accordance
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with Article 6 of the Conventi on,

Wl coming the work already undertaken by the Parties in inplenenting
Article 6,

Recal Il i ng paragraph 5 of decision I1/6, in which the Conference of the
Parties requested the interiminstitutional structure operating the financia
nmechanismto facilitate urgent inplenmentation of Article 6 of the Convention
by meki ng avail able to devel oping country Parties financial resources for
projects in a flexible and expeditious manner,

Recalling also that in decision I1/17 the Conference of the Parties
decided that the first national reports by Parties would focus in so far as
possi bl e on neasures taken for the inplenmentation of Article 6,

Reaffirnming that Article 8 of the Convention sets out a clear franework
of the necessary elenments for in situ conservation, which should be addressed
in a coherent nanner,

Noting that the reduction in the nunber of species and the
fragmentati on and degradati on of ecosystenms and habitats call not only for
conservation but also for inter alia sustainable use and restoration of
habitats, including their biological diversity conponents, together with
ot her neasures provided for by Article 8 of the Conventi on,

Noti ng the conclusions and reconmendati ons of the United Nations-Norway
Conference on Alien Species, Trondheim Norway, 1-5 July 1996, and suggesting
that Parties may wish to use these results in their inplenentation of
Article 8 (h) of the Convention,

Believing that a central role of the clearing-house mechani smshoul d be
the sharing of experiences and di ssenination of information relevant to
Articles 6 and 8,

Enphasi zi ng that the conpilation and di ssem nati on under the Convention
of information relevant to the inplenentation of Articles 6 and 8 should
conmpl enent and enhance existing efforts, rather than duplicate them

1. Stresses the need for Parties to ensure the cross-border
coordi nation of their respective strategies, on a bilateral as well as on a
regi onal basis;

2. Urges Parties to include in their national plans or strategies
and | egi sl ati on neasures for:
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(a) The conservation of biological diversity both in situ and
ex _situ;

(b) The integration of biological diversity objectives in relevant
sectoral policies in order to achi eve conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity;

(c) The equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of
genetic resources;

3. Further urges Parties to subnmit their first national reports on
tinme;
4. Requests the interimfinancial nechani smunder the Convention to

nmake avail abl e to devel oping country Parties resources to enable themto
facilitate urgent inplenentation of paragraphs 2 and 3 above,;

5. Encourages all Parties to set nmeasurable targets in order to
achi eve biol ogical diversity conservation and sustai nabl e use objectives;

6. Requests Parties to take action to achieve the restoration of
habi tats, including their biological diversity conponents;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore ways of enhancing the
collection and dissemnation to Parties of information on the inplenentation
of Articles 6 and 8 by involving in a nore regular and systematic fashion
organi zati ons already concerned with the collection and di ssem nation of such
i nformation;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare a paper for
consi deration by the next neeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice, identifying existing conventions and
other international agreenents relevant to the inplenmentation of the various
par agraphs of Article 8;

9. Recommends t he devel opment of a thematic approach in the further
compi l ation and di ssenination of information on the inplenmentation of
Articles 6 and 8 and comends the inclusion of the follow ng work areas
within this approach

(a) Met hodol ogi es to evaluate and nmitigate threats to biol ogica
di versity;

(b) Ways to suppress or nitigate perverse or negative incentives
having a deleterious effect on biological diversity;
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(c) Alien species; and

(d) Prot ect ed areas;

10. Encourages the Scientific Committee on Problenms of the
Envi ronnent and the | nvasive Species Specialist Goup of the Wrld
Conservation Union to continue their efforts to devel op a global strategy and
action plan to deal with the problem of alien invasive species;

11. Decides that the first national reports referred to in
decision 11/17 should be submitted no later than 1 January 1998, taking into
account decision I11/25 of the third neeting of the Conference of the

Parties on the date and venue of its next meeting.

I11/10. Identification, nmonitoring and assessnment

The Conference of the Parties

Reaffirm ng the central inportance of the inplenmentation of Article 7
in ensuring that the objectives of the Convention are net,

Stressing the fundanmental role of taxonony in identifying the
component s of biological diversity,

Recogni zi ng the |l ack of taxonomic capacity in many countries,
Recogni zi ng al so the necessity of capacity-building to enable Parties
to carry out identification, nmonitoring and assessnment within the remt of

t he Conventi on,

Noting the review of nethodol ogi es for assessnent of biol ogica
diversity contained in Annex | of docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 13 and the

di scussion of indicators contained in Annex |l of that docunent,
1. Uges Parties to identify indicators of biological diversity and

to devel op i nnovative nmethods of inplementing Article 7 as a high priority,
in particular comrendi ng the value of rapid biological diversity assessnent
approaches as an efficient and cost-effective way of assessing biol ogica
diversity and identifying priorities for action, and recognizing al so the
role of rempte sensing as a useful tool for nonitoring;

2. Endorses the recomendation |I1/1 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice concerning indicators,
nonitoring and assessnment of biol ogical diversity;
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3. Endorses the recommendation I1/2 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice concerning capacity-building
for taxonony;

4. Recommends that Parties consider a step-by-step approach to the
i mpl ementation of Article 7, paying attention to the indicative |ist of
categories of inmportant conmponents of biological diversity set out in Annex
of the Convention, beginning with the rapid inplenmentation of Article 7 (a)
and the first part of Article 7 (c), concerning identification of inportant
conmponent s of biological diversity and the processes and categories of
activities which have or are likely to have significant adverse inpacts on
bi ol ogi cal diversity;

5. Stresses, however, that such an approach shoul d not preclude the
timely inplenmentation of other Articles of the Convention, particularly
Articles 6 and 8, with respect to those conponents of biological diversity
t hat have been identified

6. Calls on Parties to cooperate on a voluntary pilot project to
demonstrate the use of successful assessnent and indicator methodol ogies;

7. Also calls on Parties to prepare, where appropriate, reports on
experiences on the application of assessnent nethodol ogies and results from
assessnents and to di ssem nate these reports by appropriate mechani snms such
as the cl earing-house mechani sm

8. Reconmends to Parties that they explore ways to nake taxonom c
i nformati on housed in collections world-wide readily available, in particular
to countries of origin;

9. Instructs the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice

(a) To provide scientific advice and further guidance, through its
themati ¢ work on ecosystens, to the fourth nmeeting of the Conference of the
Parties, to assist in the national el aboration of Annex | of the Conventi on,
usi ng as gui dance the el aboration of the terns as set out in paragraphs 12-29
of docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 12;

(b) Further to review nmethodol ogi es for assessment of biol ogica
di versity and make reconmendations for their application to the fourth

neeting of the Conference of the Parties;

10. Requests the institutional structure of the interimfinancia
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mechani sm of the Convention to provide financial resources to devel oping
countries in order to address the need for capacity-building, including
taxonony, to enable themto develop and carry out an initial assessment for
desi gning, inplenenting and nonitoring programmes in accordance with
Article 7, taking into account the special need of small island States.

I11/11. Conservation and sustai nable use of agricultura
bi ol ogi cal diversity

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling resolution 3 of the Nairobi Final Act,

Also recalling decisions I11/15 and 11/16 of the second neeting of the
Conference of the Parties,

Further recalling recomrendation I1/7 of the second neeting of the
Subsi diary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice related to
agricul tural biological diversity,

Wél coning the outcone of the fourth International Technical Conference
on the Conservation and Sustai nable Uilization of Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture, held in June 1996 in Leipzig, and taking note of
the followup process agreed in Leipzig and of the periodic updating of the
report on the State of the Wrld's Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture and the dobal Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Sustainable Wilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture
by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, as well as
the inplementation of the G obal Plan of Action,

Consi dering the inportance of biological diversity for agriculture and
taking note of the interrelationship of agriculture with biological diversity
as detailed in the basis for action attached hereto as Annex 1,

Believing that the field of agriculture offers a unique opportunity for
the Convention on Biological Diversity to |ink concerns regarding biologica
di versity conservation and sharing of benefits arising fromthe use of
genetic resources with the mainstream econony, taking into account the need
for a bal anced devel opnent of the three objectives of the Convention

Recogni zing the close relationship between agriculture and bi ol ogi ca
and cultural diversity and that the Conference of the Parties has a clear
role and mandate to address issues relating to agricultural biologica
diversity within the framework of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
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Further recognizing agricultural biological diversity as a focal area
in view of its social and econom c rel evance and the prospects offered by
sust ai nabl e agriculture for reducing the negative inpacts on biol ogi ca
di versity, enhancing the value of biological diversity and |inking
conservation efforts with social and econom c benefits,

Urging the expeditious provision of funds from appropri ate sources
necessary for the inplenmentation of this decision,

Recogni zing that traditional farm ng communities and their agricultura
practices have made a significant contribution to the conservation and
enhancenment of biodiversity and that these can make an inportant contribution
to the devel opnment of environmentally sound agricultural production systens,

Recogni zing al so that the inappropriate use of and excessive dependence
on agrochemnical s has produced substantial negative effects on terrestria
systens, including soil, coastal and aquatic organisns, thus affecting
bi ol ogi cal diversity in different ecosystens,

Reaffirm ng the sovereign rights of States over their own genetic
resources, including their genetic resources for food and agriculture

Urging Parties to establish or maintain neans to regul ate, nanage or
control the risks associated with the use and release of living nodified
organi sms resulting from bi ot echnol ogy which are likely to have adverse
environmental inmpacts that could affect the conservation and sustai nabl e use
of biological diversity, taking also into account the risks to human health,

Considering that its activities in this field relating to the
i mpl ementation of Article 6 (b) of the Convention should focus on the
interface between agricultural sustainability and environnmental issues and
shoul d pronote the integration of social, econom c and environnent al
objectives and facilitate the devel opment of solutions to problens relating
to agricultural biological diversity in the context of the Convention's
provi si ons,

Further considering that the contributions of conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity to sustainable
agriculture should be a key focal area within the context of terrestrial
freshwater and marine biol ogical diversity, to be pursued in collaboration
with, and with the cooperation and initiative of, relevant internationa
organi zati ons thus avoi di ng duplication,

1. Decides to establish a multi-year programme of activities on
agricultural biological diversity aimng, first, to pronbote the positive
effects and mitigate the negative inpacts of agricultural practices on
bi ol ogi cal diversity in agro-ecosystens and their interface with other
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ecosystens; second, to pronote the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
genetic resources of actual or potential value for food and agriculture; and
third, to pronote the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of
the utilization of genetic resources; and which, in support of the

i mpl ement ati on of ongoing or the initiation of new policies, programes and
plans in the field of agrobiodiversity, will have the follow ng conponents

(a) The identification and assessnment of relevant ongoing activities
and existing instrunments at the international |evel

(b) The identification and assessnment of rel evant ongoing activities
and existing instruments at the national |evel;

(c) The identification of issues that need to be addressed and
rel evant know edge;

(d) The identification of priority issues for further devel opnent of
t he programe;

(e) The identification and i npl enentati on of case studies on issues
identified;

(f) The sharing of experiences and the transfer of know edge and
t echnol ogi es;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to invite the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, in close collaboration wth
ot her relevant United Nations bodies and regional and internationa
organi zations, to identify and assess rel evant ongoing activities and
existing instruments at the international |evel, choosing anong the thematic
areas in the indicative list in Annex 2. The results should be reported back
on a phased basis to the Conference of the Parties through the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice;

3. Wl cones the offer by the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations to continue serving countries in inplenenting the
Convention on Biological Diversity in the area of agricultural biologica
diversity, and, referring to its earlier decisions, underlines the necessity
of avoiding any duplication of work with respect to the activities being
undertaken by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations in
this programre of work;

4. Requests Parties, as far as possible and as appropriate, to
identify and assess rel evant ongoing activities and existing instruments at
the national level and to report back to the Conference of the Parties;
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5. Requests Parties, as far as possible and as appropriate, to
identify issues and priorities that need to be addressed at the nationa
Il evel and to report back to the Conference of the Parties;

6. Suggests that, in carrying out the initiatives described in
par agraphs 3 and 4 above, Parties consider the thematic areas in the
indicative list in Annex 2, as appropriate;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary, in close collaboration with the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, as appropriate, to
report the results, together with advice fromthe Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, of the above initiatives as a
basis for setting priorities by the Conference of the Parties for further
work within this progranme of work using as criteria, inter alia:

(a) The rel evance of the issue to the objectives of the Convention

(b) The extent to which work on the issue is not already being
undert aken;

8. Requests that the clearing-house mechani smbe used to pronote and
facilitate the devel opnment and transfer of technology relevant to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity by
facilitating contacts anong:

(a) Groups needing solutions to specific problens;

(b) Hol ders of technol ogi es devel oped and mai ntai ned by many sources;

(c) Technol ogy-transfer brokers;

(d) Enabl i ng agenci es which fund technol ogy transfer

9. Encourages the Parties, in accordance with decision I/2 of the
Conference of the Parties, to use and/or study and devel op net hods and
indicators to nonitor the inpacts of agricultural devel opment projects,

including the intensification and extensification of production systens, on
bi ol ogi cal diversity and to pronote their application;

10. Invites countries to share case-study experiences addressing the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity, which,
among ot her ways of sharing information, should be posted through the
cl eari ng- house mechani sm of the Convention;
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11. Encourages interested Parties and international agencies to
conduct case studies on the two initial issues identified by the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice in recomendati on
I11/7, described in Annex 3;

12. Instructs the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to coordi nate and assess the | essons | earned from work
on the topics described in Annex 3 and to report back thereon to the
Conference of the Parties, as appropriate;

13. Recogni zes that the successful inplenentation of policies aimng
at the sustai nabl e use of agrobiodiversity conponents |argely depends on the
degree of public awareness and understanding of its basic inportance for
society, and recommends Parties to establish or enhance nechani sns for
i nformati on and education, including the use of the clearing-house nechani sm
specific to groups of concern at national, regional and international |evels;

14. Endorses the conclusions of the relevant sections of the 1995
Commi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent sectoral review of Agenda 21, which,
inter alia, recognized the need for an integrated and nultidisciplinary
approach to the planning, devel opnent and managenent of |and resources, and
that the achi evement of the nultiple objectives related to sustainable
agriculture and rural devel opnent requires a whol e system approach that
recogni zes that it is not possible to focus on agricultural activities al one;

15. Encourages Parties to devel op national strategies, programes and
pl ans which, inter alia:

(a) Identify key conponents of biological diversity in agricultura
production systens responsible for maintaining natural processes and cycl es,
nmoni toring and evaluating the effects of different agricultural practices and
technol ogi es on those conponents and encouragi ng the adopti on of repairing
practices to attain appropriate |levels of biological diversity;

(b) Redi rect support measures which run counter to the objectives of
the Convention regardi ng agricultural biodiversity;

(c) Internalize environnental costs;

(d) | npl ement targeted incentive nmeasures whi ch have positive inpacts
on agrobi odiversity, in order to enhance sustainable agriculture, in
accordance with Article 11 and consistent with Article 22, as well as to
undertake i npact assessnments in order to mninmze adverse inpacts on
agrobi odi versity, in accordance with Article 14;
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(e) Encour age the devel opnent of technol ogi es and farm ng practices
that not only increase productivity, but also arrest degradation as well as
reclaim rehabilitate, restore and enhance biol ogical diversity and nonitor
adverse effects on sustainable agricultural biodiversity. These could
include, inter alia, organic farmng, integrated pest managenent, biol ogica
control, no-till agriculture, multi-cropping, inter-cropping, crop rotation
and agricultural forestry;

(f) Empower their indigenous and | ocal communities and build their
capacity for in situ conservation and sustainabl e use and nanagenent of
agricul tural biological diversity, building on the indigenous know edge
syst ens;

(9) Encourage ex ante and/or ex post evaluation of inpacts on
bi ol ogi cal diversity fromagricultural devel opnment projects, to assure the
use of best practices to promote the conservation and sustai nabl e use of
bi ol ogi cal diversity;

(h) Integrate with other plans, programres and projects relating to
the conservation and sustai nable use of other terrestrial, freshwater,
coastal and marine ecosystens, in accordance with Article 6 (b) of the
Conventi on on Biol ogical Diversity;

(1) Pronot e partnerships with researchers, extension workers and
farmers in research and devel opnent programes for biol ogical diversity
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity in agriculture.

To achieve this, countries should be encouraged to set up and maintain | oca
level forums for farmers, researchers, extension workers and ot her
st akehol ders to evol ve genui ne partnershi ps;

(J) Pronote at national and regional |evels adequate and appropriate
services to farners and responsiveness of public research and extension
servi ces and devel opnent of genuine partnerships;

(k) Pronote research into, and devel opnent and inplenentati on of,
i ntegrated pest managenent strategies, in particular, methods and practices
alternative to the use of agro-chenicals, that maintain biodiversity, enhance
agro-ecosystemresilience, maintain soil and water quality and do not affect
human heal t h;

(1) Encour age the consideration of introducing necessary neasures
and/ or legislation, as appropriate, to encourage appropriate use of and
di scour age excessive dependence on agro-chemicals with a view to reducing
negative inpacts on biological diversity;
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(m Study, use and/or develop, in accordance with decision 1/2,
nmet hods and indicators to nonitor the inpacts of agricultural devel opment
projects on biological diversity, including intensification and
extensification, of production systens on biological diversity, and to
pronote their application;

(n) Study the positive and negative inpacts on ecosystens and bi onmes
of agricultural transformation resulting fromintensification or
extensification of production systens in their countries;

16. Encourages Parties to devel op national strategies, programes and
pl ans, which should focus on, inter alia:

(a) The key elements of the A obal Plan of Action, such as broadening
the genetic base of nmmjor crops; increasing the range of genetic diversity
available to farners; strengthening the capacity to devel op new crops and
varieties that are specifically adapted to | ocal environments; exploring and
pronoting the use of underutilized crops; and deploying genetic diversity to
reduce crop vul nerability;

(b) The devel opment of inventories which consider the status of farm
ani mal genetic resources and nmeasures for their conservation and sustai nabl e
utilization;

(c) M cro-organi snms of interest for agriculture;

17. Encourages Parties at the appropriate level, with the support of
the rel evant international and regional organizations, to pronote

(a) The transformati on of unsustainable agricultural practices into
sust ai nabl e production practices adapted to local biotic and abiotic
conditions, in conformity with the ecosystemor integrated |and use approach

(b) The use of farming practices that not only increase productivity,
but al so arrest degradation as well as reclaim rehabilitate, restore and
enhance bi ol ogi cal diversity;

(c) Mobi l'i zation of farm ng conmunities including indi genous and
| ocal communities for the devel opnent, maintenance and use of their know edge
and practices in the conservation and sustainabl e use of biological diversity
in the agricultural sector with specific reference to gender roles;

18. Notes that the various options for the |egal status of a revised
International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources, which include a
voluntary agreenent, binding instrument, or protocol to the Convention on
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Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, have not been deci ded upon by the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations, requests the Food and Agriculture

Organi zation of the United Nations to informthe Conference of the Parties of
its deliberations, affirns its willingness to consider a decision by the
Conference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
that the International Undertaking should take the formof a protocol to this
Convention once revised in harmony with this Convention and further requests
t he Executive Secretary to informthe Comm ssion on Genetic Resources for
Food and Agricul ture accordingly;

19. Wl cones the contribution that the d obal Plan of Action for the
Conservation and Sustainable Uilization of Plant Genetic Resources, as
adopted by the fourth International Technical Conference on Plant Genetic
Resources, provides to the inplenmentation of the Convention on Biol ogi cal
Diversity in the field of plant genetic resources for food and agricul ture
and encourages Parties actively to inplenment the A obal Plan of Action, in
accordance with their national capacities, and endorses its priorities and
pol i cy reconmendati ons; recognizes that several issues require further work
in the context of the FAO d obal Systemfor the Conservation and Utilization
of Plant Cenetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, in particular:
financing; the realization of Farmers' Rights as discussed in the d obal Plan
of Action; as well as ternms of technology transfer to devel opi ng countries
and access and benefit-sharing arrangenents, in accordance with rel evant
provi sions of the Convention. |In this regard, calls for effective and speedy
conpletion of the revision of the International Undertaki ng and strengthening
of the FAO d obal System

20. Appreciates the inportance of the country-based d obal Strategy
for the Managenent of Farm Animal CGenetic Resources under the Food and
Agricul ture Organi zation of the United Nations and strongly supports its
further devel opnent;

21. Draws the attention of Parties to Article 20.1 of the Conventi on,
in the context of providing, in accordance with their capabilities, financial
support and incentives for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogi cal
diversity inportant to agriculture in accordance with national plans,
priorities and programres;

22. Draws the attention of international funding agencies to the
urgent need to support the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical
diversity inportant to agriculture and invites these agencies to provide
i nformation and feedback in this respect to the Conference of the Parties and
in this context, requests the interimfinancial nechanismto give priority to
supporting efforts for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of bi ol ogical
diversity inmportant to agriculture in accordance with this decision;
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23. Encour ages the United Nations Environment Programe/ Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations process devel oped by the
I ntergovernmental Conmittee negotiating an international binding instrunent
for the application of the prior informed consent procedure on hazardous
chem cal substances, including pesticides;

24. Recal I s paragraph 39 (g) fromthe Wrld Food Summit Pl an of
Action and encourages the Wrld Trade Organization through its Committee on
Trade and Environnment, in collaboration with other rel evant organizations, to
consi der devel oping a better appreciation of the relationship between trade
and agricultural biodiversity and, in this consideration, recomrends the
col l aboration with the Convention on Biological Diversity and requests the
Executive Secretary to convey this request to the Wrld Trade Organi zati on.

Annex 1
BASI S FOR ACTI ON

A. | npact of biological diversity on agriculture

1. Bi ol ogi cal diversity has enabled farm ng systens to evol ve since
agriculture was first devel oped some 12,000 years ago, and an under st andi ng
of the dynam c evol utionary and environnental processes which shape and

i nfluence agricultural biodiversity is fundanental to inproving the
sust ai nabl e managenent and conservation of agricultural ecosystens today. In
recent years, as the world's population continues to grow and agricultura
production nmust neet the rising demand for food, agricultural expansion into
forests and narginal |ands, conbined with overgrazing and urban and

i ndustrial growth, has substantially reduced | evels of biological diversity
over significant areas. Current patterns of agricultural |and use based on
limted nunbers of species and varieties have al so di m ni shed the biol ogica
diversity within agricultural ecosystens and are undermining the long-term
sustainability of agricultural production itself.
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2. Agricultural intensification has the potential to balance the world's
need for increasing food supplies while reducing pressures to expand
agricultural areas still further, but it is also harnful when acconpani ed by

excessi ve dependence on agrocheni cal s and external energy and water inputs
Agro-ecol ogi cal forms of intensification can, however, blend inproved

know edge about agricultural ecosystens, intercropping, uses of diverse

speci es, integrated pest nanagenment and the efficient use of resources.
Beneficial mxes of land use also raise the overall level of biodiversity in
agricultural |andscapes. These approaches currently represent a small but
growing portion of intensification efforts. Meeting the inperative of

i ncreasing agricultural production in such sustainable ways while conserving
and prudently using biological diversity is the nmajor challenge which we nust
urgently address.

3. The inportance of agrobiodiversity is of w despread and conpl ex
significance to society, enconpassing socio-cultural, econom c and
environmental elements. It is essential to food security and poverty

al l eviation and much of the know edge about agrobiodiversity is maintained by
farnmers thensel ves, many of whom are wonmen. All donesticated crops and
animal s result from human managenent of biol ogical diversity, which is
constantly responding to new chall enges to nmaintain and i ncrease
productivity. Biological diversity itself presents opportunities for
natural ly controlling pests and reducing the use of pesticides, while

mai ntai ning high yields, and a | arge proportion of crops depend on insect

pol linators for good yields. Landraces and wild species of aninmals and

pl ants are the essential source of genetic variability for responding to
biotic and abiotic stress through genetic adaptation

4. The biol ogical diversity of the soil is responsible for nutrient
circulation and fertility within agricultural ecosystens. Diversified
agricultural production provides protection against uncertainties in the

mar ket, especially for less capitalized producers, and increases the
opportunities to add value and exploit new markets. Farners all over the
worl d have al so managed a variety of wild species and habitats which benefit
the sustainability of both agricultural and natural ecosystens.

5. At the nore fundanental |evel, the living organi sns which constitute
agricultural biodiversity play an inportant role in the resilience of al
natural, |ife-support processes. They are essential agents for, inter alia,
ni trogen, carbon, energy and water cycles. Mreover, the species conposition
and their relationships will affect the functioning and yields of

agricultural ecosystens thenselves. A diverse environment also offers a
shield for agricultural ecosystens agai nst perturbations, natural or nan-
made, contributing to their resilience and that of their surroundi ng

ecosyst ens.
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6. Agricul tural production utilizes natural resources of diverse
ecosystens worl dwi de and is the econom c activity nost representative as far
as extensive |and-use is concerned - nearly one third of the world' s |and
area is used for food production. Serious adverse effects may occur on

bi ol ogi cal diversity at on and off-farmlevels. Mst of the world's

bi ol ogi cal diversity on land is harboured by areas under exploitation by
humans; consequently, conserving biol ogical diversity inplies inproving the
ways in which agricultural ecosystens are nmanaged

B. Inpacts of agriculture on biodiversity

7. Different agricultural practices |ead to diverse inpacts upon
bi ol ogi cal diversity. These inpacts occur at the ecosystem species and
genetic |levels

(a) Unsust ai nabl e agricultural practices have caused negative inpacts
on biological diversity, world-wide, at all levels - ecosystem species and
genetic - on both natural and domestic diversity. They have resulted in the
| arge-scal e degradati on of agrobiodiversity and habitats through the
destruction of biotic and abiotic resources, as well as by threatening the
natural resource base to agriculture and through soci o-economi ¢ probl ens
created by destruction of the |ocal resource base. |nappropriate reliance on
nmonocul ture, over-nechani zation, and m suse of agricultural chem cals
di mi nish the diversity of fauna, flora and m cro-organi sns, including
beneficial organisnms. These practices normally lead to a sinplification of
the conponents of the environment and to unstabl e production systens.
Expansi on of agriculture to frontier areas, including forests, savannahs,
wet | ands, nountains, and arid | ands, conbined with overgrazing, and
i nadequat e crop managenent and pest control strategies contribute to
degradati on of biological diversity, as well as to the loss of the cultura
diversity of traditional comunities

(b) Agricul tural practices have, however, also facilitated enhanced
bi odiversity as a result of both traditional and nodern sustainable farm ng
practices. Agricultural ecosystenms can provide habitats for plants, birds
and other animals. Many agriculturalists have made strong efforts to
preserve biol ogical diversity inmportant to agriculture, both in situ and
ex situ. Currently, progress is being made in many regions of the world in
i mpl ementi ng biol ogical diversity-friendly agricultural practices in soi
conservation, wthdraw ng production from margi nal areas, mastering chem ca
and nutrient runoff, and breeding crop varieties which are genetically
resistant to di seases, pests and abiotic stresses.
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Annex 2
I NDI CATI VE LI ST OF THEMATI C AREAS

Land resources

(1) soi|l erosion control;

(ii) sustainable tillage

(iii) sust ai nabl e farm ng or cropping

(iv) mar gi nal | and use;

(v) stock of agricultural |and including pressures of
ur bani zati on;

(vi) integrated | and and resource nanagenent;

(vii) restoration of degraded | andscapes

WAt er resources

(i) precipitation;

(ii) irrigation managenent;

(iii) sust ai nabl e use;

(iv) wat er quality;

(v) farm wast e

Plant, animal and mcrobial genetic resources

(1) in situ;

(ii) ex situ;

(iii) rol e of botanical gardens and zoos vis a vis agricultura
bi ol ogi cal diversity;

(iv) sust ai nabl e use.

Widlife

(1) habi t at s;

(ii) popul ations (e.g., pollinators, nematodes, soil m cro-
organi sms) ;

(1ii) bi ocontrol organi sns;

(iv) border habitats for natural organisnms beneficial to

agriculture.

Air and clinate

(i) greenhouse gas emni ssions;
(ii) tenperature and precipitation variability.
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6. Farm i nputs
(i) sust ai nabl e/ wat er use efficiency;
(ii) energy use efficiency;
(iii) i nput costs;
(iv) pesticide use involving integrated pest managenent;
(v) nutri ent bal ance including synbiotic soil mcro-organi sms.
7. Wld sources of food
(1) wild relatives of domesticated species;
(ii) other wild species.
8. Traditi onal know edge
9. Marketing conditions for agricultural products

The rel ationshi p between biol ogical diversity-friendly agricultura
practices and market forces.

10. Land- use pressures

Exam ni ng | and-use pressures which nmake it nmore difficult to maintain
bi odi versity-friendly practices, such as |ack of services for rura
peopl e, and the artificial maintenance of sone |and far bel ow
productive capacity;

11. Agroforestry

Annex 3

I NI TI AL | SSUES FOR CONDUCTI NG CASE STUDI ES

1. Pol l'i nators, including consideration of the nonitoring of the |oss of
pollinators worldwide; the identification of the specific causes of
pollinator decline; the estimation of the econom c cost associated with
reduced pollination of crops; the identification and pronotion of best
practices and technol ogies for nore sustainable agriculture; and the
identification and encouragenent of the adoption of conservation practices to
mai ntain pollinators or to pronote their re-establishnent.

2. Soil mcro-organisns in agriculture, including consideration of: the
measur enent and nmonitoring of the worl dw de | oss of synbiotic soil mcro-
organi sms, in particular nitrogen-fixing bacteria and nmycorrhizal fungi; the
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identification and pronotion of the transfer of technol ogies for the
detection of symbiotic soil mcro-organisnms and their use to enhance nitrogen
fixation and phosphorous absorption; the estimation of the potential and
actual economic gain associated with reduced use of nitrogen and phosphorus
chemical fertilization of crops with the enhanced use and conservation of
synbiotic soil mcro-organisns; the identification and pronotion of best
practices for nore sustainable agriculture; and the identification and
pronoti on of conservation neasures to conserve synbiotic soil mcro-organisns
or to pronote their re-establishment.

I11/12. Programme of work for terrestrial biologica
diversity: forest biological diversity

The Conference of the Parties,

Affirming that sone forests can play a crucial role in conserving
bi ol ogi cal diversity, and recogni zing that some forests are beconi ng degraded
and their biological diversity |ost,

Recogni zing that issues related to forests nust be dealt with in a
conpr ehensi ve and holistic manner, including environnmental, econonic and
soci al val ues and i ssues,

Affirm ng also that the Convention has a clear role and nandate in
i ssues of forest biological diversity,

Noting that the conservation and sustai nabl e use of forests cannot be
isolated fromthe conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity in
gener al

Noting also that the conservati on and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
diversity nmust be an integral part of sustainable forest managenent
practi ces,

Noting further that the inplenentati on of forest conservati on and
sust ai nabl e use policies depends, inter alia, on the level of public
awar eness and policies outside the forest sector,

Recogni zing the vital role played by forest ecosystens for many
i ndi genous and | ocal communities,

Reaffirming the statenent on biol ogical diversity and forests contained
in the annex to decision I1/9 transmitted fromthe Conventi on on Biol ogi ca
Diversity to the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests,
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1. Wel cones the conprehensive work taking place under the
I ntergover nmental Panel on Forests and acknow edges the cooperation between
the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests and the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity;

2. Endorses recommendation 11/8 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice as contained in the annex to
t hi s deci sion;

3. Affirnms that the Convention on Biological Diversity will be
working in a conplenentary way with the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests
and other forest-related forums on forests and biol ogical diversity, with a
view to avoi ding duplication of effort;

4. Decides to invite its President to transnit this decision on
forests and its annex to the Intergovernnmental Panel on Forests at its fourth
nmeeti ng;

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore ways and nmeans to
cooperate with the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests or any successor
process on nmatters relating to biological diversity and forests including
i nter-sessional work, with a view to devel oping cormon priorities for further
consideration. In this process the Executive Secretary should take account
of the research and technical priorities listed in reconmendation 11/8 of the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice;

6. Further requests the Executive Secretary to devel op a focused
wor k programme for forest biological diversity. Optional elenents for such a
wor k programe should initially focus on research, cooperation and the
devel opment of technol ogi es necessary for the conservation and sustai nabl e
use of forest biological diversity. In addition the programe shoul d:

(a) Take account of the outcone of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Forests and other forest-related foruns;

(b) Facilitate the application and integration of the objectives of
the Convention on Biological Diversity in the sustainabl e managenent of
forests at the national, regional and global levels, in accordance with the
ecosyst em appr oach;

(c) Conpl enent and not duplicate the work of relevant internationa
forums, notably the Intergovernnmental Panel on Forests;

(d) Conpl enent existing national, regional or international criteria
and indi cator frameworks for sustainable forest managenent;
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(e) Incorporate traditional systens of forest biological diversity
conservation
7. Requests the Executive Secretary in developing this draft work

programe, to work closely with the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests and
rel evant institutions, and also to take full account of the decisions of the
United Nations Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, noting in particul ar
the report on institutional aspects contained in the programre el enent V.1 of
the I ntergovernnental Panel on Forests mandate resulting fromthe

Swi ss/ Peruvian initiative on forests held in support of the Intergovernmenta
Panel on Forests, and encourages all Parties actively to assist the Executive
Secretary in carrying out this work;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to report on progress in the
draft programme of work to the next neeting of the Conference of the Parties
for its discussion and consideration;

9. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to contribute advice on this draft programre of work and
report back to the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties, and also
requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advice, in providing its advice, to bear in nind for possible future action,
inter alia, the remaining forest research priority itens listed inits
reconmendation |1/8;

10. Directs the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, in the light of the proposed work progranme and taking
account of the research and technical priorities already identified inits
recomendation 11/8, to advance its scientific, technical, and technol ogica
consi deration of forest biological diversity by initially focusing on the
synt hesi s and devel opment of scientific information in the foll owing research
areas:

(a) Met hodol ogi es necessary to advance the el aborati on and
i mpl ementation of criteria and indicators for the conservation of biologica
diversity as part of sustainable forest nanagemnent;

(b) Scientific analysis of the ways in which human activities, in
particul ar forest managenent practices, influence biological diversity and
assessnent of ways to minimze or mitigate negative influences.
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Annex

I NPUT TO THE | NTERGOVERNMVENTAL PANEL ON FORESTS

The Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity
Wi shes to transnit to the fourth session of the Intergovernnental Panel on
Forests (IPF), for its consideration, the decision of the third nmeeting of
the Conference of the Parties on biological diversity and forests, as well as
the related recommendation I1/8 of Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technol ogi cal Advice (SBSTTA). The decision by the third neeting of the
Conference of the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to develop a
draft work programme for forest biological diversity and gives guidance to
SBSTTA on research priorities. These docunents are presented as
contributions to the IPF deliberations and in the spirit of continuing our
positive di al ogue and cooperati on.

Rel at ed reconmendati ons

(a) Bi odi versity consi derations should be integrated fully into the
| PF recomendati ons and proposals for action. |PF should also consider ways
to deal with identified gaps in forest biodiversity know edge

(b) In relation to the programme elenment .1 of |PF on nationa
forest and | and use plans, strategies for sustainable forest managenent
shoul d be based on an ecosystem approach, which will integrate conservation

nmeasures (e.g., protected areas) and sustai nable use of biol ogical diversity.
Met hodol ogi es need to be devel oped to assist countries in identifying sites
of high interest for biodiversity. These recomendations should take into
account national financial circunmstances, |laws and regul ati ons.

(c) In relation to the programre el enent 3.2 of IPF dealing with
criteria and indicators, conservation of biological diversity and the
sust ai nabl e use of its components, as well as the naintenance of forest
quality, as part of sustainable forest managenent, should be substantively
included in the deliberations of |PF.

The follow ng research and technol ogical priorities were also
i dentified:

(a) Bui |l ding the scientific foundati on and net hodol ogi es necessary to
advance the el aboration and inplenentation of criteria and indicators for
forest quality and biodiversity conservation as part of sustainable forest
managenent ;

(b) Anal ysing the role of biodiversity in forest ecosystem
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functi oning;

(c) Anal ysi ng measures for mitigating the underlying causes of
bi odi versity | oss;

(d) Advancing scientific and techni cal approaches to
(i) rehabilitating degraded and deforested ecosystens and (ii) enriching
bi odiversity in forest plantations;

(e) I dentifying gaps in know edge in the areas of fragnentation and
popul ation viability, to include mtigation options such as corridors and
buf f er zones;

(f) Assessi ng ecol ogi cal | andscape nodels, the integration of
protected areas in the ecosystem approach to sustainable forest managenent
and the representativeness and adequacy of protected areas networks;

(9) Anal ysing scientifically the ways in which human activities, in
particul ar forest managenent practices, influence biodiversity and assessing
ways to mininmize or mtigate negative influences; and

(h) Devel opi ng assessnent and eval uati on met hodol ogi es for the
mul ti ple benefits derived fromforest biodiversity.

I11/13. Future programme of work for terrestrial biological diversity:
dryland, nopuntain and inland water ecosystens

The Conference of the Parties,

Taking note of the relevant parts of the report of the third session of
t he Conmmi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, on the revi ew of sectoral cluster
Land, desertification, forests and biodiversity (chapters 10-15 of
Agenda 21), as contained in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ | nf. 45,

Recogni zi ng the need for an integrated approach to the planning and
managenent of | and resources,

Reaffirm ng the central inportance of biological diversity to
sust ai nabl e devel oprment in drylands and nontane areas as well as in other
terrestrial ecosystens,

Recalling decision I1/18 of the Conference of the Parties, in which it
decided that it may consider at its fourth neeting in 1997, inter alia, an
assessnent of the status and trends of the biol ogical diversity of inland
wat er ecosystenms and the identification of options for conservation and
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sust ai nabl e use,

Concerned that activities carried out under the Convention shoul d not
duplicate existing efforts, but rather should conpl enent them

1. Endorses paragraph 5 of recommendation 11/8 of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice and thereby requests
t he Executive Secretary:

(a) To explore ways and neans to cooperate with the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/ or Desertification particularly in Africa on matters relating to
bi ol ogi cal diversity and drylands, with a view to identifying conmon
priorities;

(b) To contact those agenci es and networ ks wor ki ng on sustai nabl e
nmount ai n devel opment with a view to exanining fornms of cooperation on matters
relating to biological diversity and nountains;

(c) To make the results of these activities available to the third
nmeeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi ca
Advi ce;

2. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice to provide the fourth neeting of the Conference of the
Parties with scientific, technical and technol ogical advice on the status and
trends of biological diversity in inland water ecosystens and the
identification of options for conservation and sustai nabl e use.

I11/14. I1nplenentation of Article 8 (j)

The Conference of the Parties,

Reaffirnming the spirit and the intent of the Convention as expressed in
Article 8 (j),

Recogni zing that Article 8 (j) is closely linked with other articles of
the Convention, in particular Articles 10 (c), 17.2 and 18. 4,

Taking note of relevant activities within the United Nations system in
particul ar under the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts, and of rel evant
international instrunents, such as Convention 169 of the International Labour
Organi zati on,

Stressing the need for Contracting Parties to inplenent Article 8 (j)
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and related articles and to initiate a process toward this end,

Real i zi ng the inportance of biological diversity for indigenous and
| ocal communities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity,

Enphasi zi ng the need for dialogue with representatives of indigenous
and | ocal comunities enbodying traditional |ifestyles relevant for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity within the framework
of the Conventi on,

Recogni zi ng rights under national |egislation of indigenous and | oca
communities to control access to their know edge, innovations and practices
rel evant for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity,

Reaffirmi ng the dynam c nature of traditional know edge, innovations
and practices,

Recogni zing that traditional know edge should be given the sane respect
as any other form of know edge in the inplenentation of the Convention,

Enphasi zing the need for Parties to initiate projects on
capaci ty-building with indi genous and | ocal comunities to address concerns
in the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and of
equi tabl e sharing of the benefits arising fromthe utilization of their
know edge, innovations and practices,

Recogni zi ng that issues related to traditional know edge, innovations
and practices go beyond the scope of the Conventi on,

Expressing its sincere appreciation for the valuable contribution made
by the participating representatives of the indigenous and | ocal comunities
at the third neeting of the Conference of the Parties,

1. Requests those Parties that have not yet done so to devel op
nati onal |egislation and corresponding strategies for the inplenentation of
Article 8 (j) in consultation particularly with representatives of their
i ndi genous and | ocal communities;

2. Urges Parties to supply informati on about the inplenentation of
Article 8 (j) and related articles, for exanple, national |egislation and
adm ni strative and i ncentive neasures, and to include such information in
national reports;

3. Invites Governnents, international agencies, research
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institutions, representatives of indigenous and | ocal comunities and non-
governnental organizations to subnit case studies to the Executive Secretary
intime for consideration by the workshop referred to in paragraph 9 bel ow on
nmeasures taken to devel op and i nplement the Convention's provisions relating
to indi genous and | ocal comunities. These studies could highlight key areas
of discussion and help in considering the inplenentation of Article 8 (j) and
related articles, including, inter alia, interactions between traditional and
ot her forms of know edge relating to conservation and sustai nabl e use of

bi ol ogi cal diversity; the influence of current |laws and policies on

know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and |ocal conmunities
enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity; and incentive neasures;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to remain inforned as to
rel evant international processes and bodies, including, inter alia, those
under the auspices of the Comi ssion on Human Ri ghts and the Conmi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment, Convention 169 of the International Labour
Organi zation, the Wrld Intellectual Property Organization, the Wrld Bank,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United
Nati ons Educational, Social and Cultural Organization, and the Wirld Trade
Organi zation, and to provide periodic reports related to Article 8 (j) and
related articles to the Conference of Parties;

5. Requests the interimfinancial nechanismto exani ne the support
of capacity-building projects for indigenous and | ocal communities enbodying
traditional lifestyles related to the preservation and mai ntenance of their

know edge, innovations and practices relevant for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity with their prior informed consent and
their participation;

6. Recommends that the indi genous know edge post in the Secretariat
shoul d be filled as soon as possi bl e;

7. Deci des that an intersessional process should be established to
advance further work on the inplenentation of Article 8 (j) and rel ated
provisions with a view to producing a report for consideration at the fourth
nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties;

8. Deci des that activities as part of the intersessional process
referred to in paragraph 7 should include representati on by Governnents,
i ndi genous and | ocal comunities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant

for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and other rel evant
bodi es;

9. Requests the Executive Secretary to arrange, as part of the
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i ntersessional process referred to in paragraph 7, a five-day workshop before
the fourth nmeeting of the Conference of the Parties according to the terns of
reference in the Annex;

10. Further requests the Executive Secretary to produce, in support
of the intersessional process referred to in paragraph 7, a background
docunent containing the follow ng:

(a) The consideration of the |inkages between Article 8 (j) and
related issues including, inter alia, technology transfer, access to genetic
resources, ownership, intellectual property rights, alternative systens of
protection of know edge, innovations and practices, incentives and Articles 6
and 7 and the remai nder of Article 8;

(b) The el aboration of concepts of key terns of Article 8 (j) and
rel ated provisions such as Articles 10 (c), 17.2 and 18. 4;

(c) A survey of the activities undertaken by rel evant organi zati ons
and their possible contribution to Article 8 (j) and related articles;

11. Further requests the Executive Secretary to invite
representatives of indigenous and | ocal comunities enbodying traditiona
lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustai nable use of biodiversity
to provide input to the neeting

12. Calls upon Parties to nmake additional voluntary contributions to
hel p fund the workshop
Annex
1. The wor kshop woul d seek:
(a) To identify the extent to which the various organizations,
individually or collectively, could address interests in Article 8 (j), such

as gui dance to Governnents on inplenentation

(b) To identify any gaps which would help set future priorities of
t he Conference of the Parties;

(c) To consider the background docunment prepared by the Executive
Secretary according to operative paragraph 9 to the present deci sion;

(d) To consider the input provided by the indigenous and | oca
communities enbodying traditional |ifestyles according to paragraph 10 to the
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present deci sion;

(e) To consider the information provided by the Parties on nationa
i mpl ement ation under Article 8 (j) and related articles and seek to draw
concl usi ons which will be of assistance in an assessnment of priorities for
future work by Parties and by the Conference of the Parties relevant to
Article 8 (j) and related articles;

(f) To provide advice to the Conference of the Parties on the
possibility of devel oping a workplan on Article 8 (j) and related articles
including the nodalities for such a workpl an;

(9) To exami ne the need to establish an open-ended intersessiona
wor ki ng group or a subsidiary body to address the role of traditiona
know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and |ocal conmunities
enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant to the conservati on and sustai nabl e
use of biological diversity.

2. I n organi zi ng the wor kshop

(a) The Executive Secretary will consult with the Centre for Hunman
Ri ghts and ot her rel evant bodi es on organi zational considerations in sessions
of the United Nations Wrking Goup on Indigenous Populations in order to
i nformthe process of organi zing this workshop

(b) The Parties shall, as far as possible and as appropriate, pronote
consul tati ons anong i ndi genous and | ocal conmunities enbodying traditional
lifestyles relevant for the conservation and sustai nable use of biodiversity
in order for themto choose their representatives to the workshop

(c) A set numnber of funded participants will be deternined according
to the anpbunt of voluntary contributions received and will be allocated
taking into account regional and gender representations;

(d) A core figure of US$ 350,000 will be allocated in the budget of
the Convention on Biological Diversity to cover the adm nistrative costs of
t he wor kshop;

(e) Consi deration could be given to holding it back-to-back with the
third meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and

Technol ogi cal Advice or at a venue offered by a voluntary host.

I11/15. Access to genetic resources

The Conference of the Parties,
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Recogni zi ng the inportance of the inplenentation of Article 15 with al
of its provisions,

Noting that the inplenmentation of Article 15 is closely linked to that
of other Articles, such as 8 (j), 11, 16.2, 16.5, 17.2, 19.1 and 19.2

Taking note of the inportance of national and regional efforts, as set
out inits decision I1/11,

Recal ling the support expressed in decision I1/15 for the harnonization
of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture with the Convention on Biological Diversity, and noting the
i nkages of Article 15 with the further devel opnment and inpl enmentati on of the
work by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on the
d obal System

Recogni zing that there is a variety of approaches to managi ng access to
genetic resources based on their diversity and ot her considerations,

Recalling decision I1/18, that placed the distribution of the benefits
fromtechnol ogy, including biotechnology, on the agenda of the fourth neeting
of the Conference of the Parties,

1. Urges CGovernments, regional econom c integration organizations
and other international, regional and national conpetent organizations to
send to the Secretariat, five nonths before the fourth nmeeting of the
Conference of the Parties, information on:

(a) National, regional, and sectoral |egislative, admnistrative and
policy neasures and guidelines for activities covered by Article 15, and in
particul ar, on access and benefit-sharing, both adopted and under
devel opnment, including information on their inplenmentation

(b) National participatory processes for the activities covered by
Article 15, and in particular, ways by which access and benefit-sharing
measures and gui delines, including related institutional arrangenents, are
devel oped and i npl ement ed;

(c) As appropriate, research programmes on genetic resources;

2. Requests the Executive Secretary, in tinme for the fourth nmeeting
of the Conference of the Parti es:

(a) To prepare a note based on information provided in response to
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paragraph 1, further summari zing | egislative, adm nistrative and policy
measur es, including guidelines and regi onal and sectoral neasures for the
activities covered by Article 15, and in particular on access and benefit-
sharing, both under devel opnent and adopted. The note should include a
sunmary of the scope of the genetic resources included and bei ng consi dered;
any national and regional interpretations of key terns; the elements included
in access measures and consi deration of the process by which such nmeasures
are prepared and i npl emented, including interimneasures; and rel evant

nati onal experiences in the devel opment and inpl enentati on of such neasures,

i ncludi ng, as avail able, case studies;

(b) To dissem nate this information, including through the clearing-
house mechani sm

3. Urges CGovernments, regional econom c integration organizations,
the interimfinancial mechanism and conpetent international, regional and
nati onal organizations to support and inplenment human and institutiona
capaci ty-buil di ng programes for Governnents, non-governnmental organizations
and | ocal and indigenous comunities, as appropriate, to pronote the
successful devel opment and i npl enentation of |egislative, adm nistrative and
policy neasures and gui delines on access, including scientific, technical
busi ness, | egal and managenent skills and capaciti es;

4. Invites Governnents, regional econom c integration organizations
and conpetent international, regional and national organizations to conduct
anal yses of ongoi ng experiences of |egislative, adm nistrative and policy
nmeasur es and gui deli nes on access, including regional efforts and
initiatives, and to dissem nate these widely to assist Parties and
st akehol ders invol ved in devel opi ng and i npl enenti ng nmeasures and gui del i nes
on access;

5. Encour ages Governnents and regi onal econonic integration
organi zations to explore and develop, in collaboration with rel evant
st akehol ders, guidelines and practices to ensure nutual benefits to providers
and users of access nmeasures and to inplement themeffectively at the
national, regional or international |evel, as appropriate;

6. Encourages Governnments and regi onal econonic integration
organi zations to identify and communicate to the Secretariat conpetent
national authorities responsible for granting access to genetic resources
and/ or conpetent national authorities to provide information on the granting
of access to genetic resources;

7. Urges Governnents and regi onal econom c integration organizations
to bring to a rapid conclusion the negotiation for the adaptation of the
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International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture, in harnony with the Convention on Biological Diversity, in
particul ar, providing solutions to access to ex situ collections not acquired
in accordance with the Conventi on;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to cooperate closely with the
Worl d Trade Organization through the Conmittee on Trade and Environment to
explore the extent to which there may be |inkages between Article 15 and
rel evant articles of the Agreement on Trade-rel ated Aspects of Intellectua
Property Rights;

9. Urges the Executive Secretary to coordinate closely with the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, United Nations Conference
on Trade and Devel opment and ot her rel evant organi zati ons worki ng on access
to genetic resources to ensure conplenmentary efforts

I11/16. Ways to pronmpbte and facilitate access to and transfer
and devel opnent of technol ogy, as envisaged in
Articles 16 and 8 of the Convention

The Conference of the Parties

Recal ling the provisions of the Convention as contained in
par agraphs 16.1 and 16. 2,

Taki ng note of docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/21 on pronmoting and facilitating
access to and transfer and devel opment of technol ogy,

1. Takes note of decision Il1/4 of the second neeting of the
Conference of the Parties, and recomendation I1/3 of the second neeting of
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice;

2. Notes also that the issue of technology will be dealt with at its
fourth meeting inter alia in the context of agenda item 7.4 on consi deration
of matters related to benefit-sharing, and specifically agenda item7.4.1:
Consi deration of measures to pronote and advance the distribution of benefits
from bi ot echnol ogy in accordance with Article 19 and agenda item 7. 4. 2:

Consi deration of benefit-sharing in the Iight of the present decision;

3. Endorses the recomendation |1/3 of the second neeting of the
Subsi di ary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, and
requests the third neeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technica
and Technol ogi cal Advice to conduct its work on technology transfer within
sectoral themes related to the priority issues under its programe of work,
as set out in recomendation I1/12
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4. Enphasi zes the inportance of technology transfer in the
achi evenment of each of the three objectives of the Convention.

I111/17. Intellectual property rights

The Conference of the Parties,

Recogni zing that intellectual property rights are relevant to and may
have inmplications for the inplenmentation of the Convention and the
achi evement of its objectives,

Noting that intellectual property rights are the focus of other
i nternational agreenents and organi zations,

Recalling Article 16, paragraph 5, of the Conventi on,

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of inplenmenting intellectual property
rights-rel ated provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity and of
international agreenents relating to intellectual property rights in a
nmut ual |y supportive way,

Recal ling decision I1/12 of the second neeting of the Conference of the
Parti es,

1. Encour ages Governnents, and relevant international and regiona
organi zations, to conduct and comuni cate to the Executive Secretary, for
di ssem nation through nmeans such as the clearing-house nechani sm case
studi es of the inmpacts of intellectual property rights on the achi evenent of
the Convention's objectives, including relationships between intellectua
property rights and the know edge, practices and innovations of indi genous
and | ocal comunities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity. Such studies
coul d:

(a) Take into account the information and options for future work
contained in the prelimnary study prepared by the Executive Secretary,
contai ned in docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 22;

(b) Take into consideration existing and potential interrelationships
between intellectual property rights and other aspects of the Convention's
i mpl ement ation, including, for exanple, inplenmentation of Articles 8 (j),
15 and 16;

(c) I nvol ve, through consultation or cooperation, relevant
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i nternational organizations, as well as relevant regional and nationa
bodi es, stakehol ders, and others with rel evant expertise, as appropriate;

(d) Consider the role and the potential of existing intellectua
property rights systems in achieving the objectives of the Convention,
including, inter alia, in facilitating technology transfer and in
arrangenments by which interested parties including indigenous and | oca
communities enbodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the conservation
and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and countries nmay determ ne
access to and share equitably the benefits of genetic resources or know edge,
i nnovations and practices;

(e) Consi der the devel opment of intellectual property rights, such as
sui_generis systens/approaches, or alternative forms of protection that could
pronote achi evenent of the Convention's objectives, consistent with the
Parties' international obligations;

(f) Refl ect the inportance of coordinating efficiently with work
undertaken pursuant to other elements of the work progranme of the Conference
of the Parties and work progranmmes of other rel evant organizations;

2. Not es that the possible establishment of a new internationa
intellectual property rights regine for databases could have inplications for
scientific and technical cooperation related to conservation and sustai nabl e
use of biological diversity, and calls for an open and transparent eval uation
of these inplications;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to contact rel evant
i nternational organizations, particularly the World Intellectual Property
Organi zation, to invite themto take into account in their devel opnent
cooperati on progranmes, where appropriate, the need to build capacity to
achi eve the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity as rel ated
to intellectual property rights;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to transmt to the Secretariat
of the Wrld Trade Organi zation, for use by appropriate Wrld Trade
Organi zati on bodies, decisions of the third neeting of the Conference of the
Parties, as well as the docunents placed before the third neeting of the
Conference of the Parties, and to endeavour to undertake further cooperation
and consultation with the Wrld Trade Organi zation Secretariat, as
appropriate. The docunents shall be acconpanied by the note fromthe
Conference of the Parties included as the annex to this decision;

5. Wl cones the decision of the Coomittee on Trade and Environnent
of the World Trade Organi zation to de-restrict and transmt docunments to the
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Executive Secretary relating to its work, and invites the Commttee on Trade
and Environnent to transmt future relevant docunents to the Executive
Secretary as they are produced;

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to apply for observer status in
the Committee on Trade and Environment of the World Trade Organization, for
the purpose of representing the Convention on Biological Diversity in
neeti ngs whose agendas have a relationship with the Convention

7. Notes the potential mutual benefits of exchanging information
related to Article 16 of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the | aws
and regul ations received by the Council on Trade-rel ated Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights pursuant to the notification requirenent of
Article 63 of the Agreement on Trade-Rel ated Aspects of Intellectual Property
Ri ghts;

8. Recogni zes that further work is required to hel p devel op a conmon
appreciation of the relationship between intellectual property rights and the
rel evant provisions of the Agreement on Trade-rel ated Aspects of Intellectua
Property Rights and the Convention on Biological Diversity, in particular on
i ssues relating to technol ogy transfer and conservati on and sustai nabl e use
of biological diversity and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits
arising out of the use of genetic resources, including the protection of
know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and |ocal communities
enmbodying traditional |lifestyles relevant for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of biological diversity.

Annex

The Convention on Biological Diversity and the Agreenent on
Trade-rel ated Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
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The Conference of the Parties hereby transmts to the Secretariat of
the World Trade Organi zation, for use by appropriate bodies of the Wrld
Trade Organi zation, the decisions of the third neeting of the Conference of
the Parties, as well as the docunents placed before the third nmeeting of the
Conference of the Parties. |In particular, attention is drawn to docunent
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 22, entitled "The inpact of intellectual property rights
systens on the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biological diversity and
on the equitable sharing of benefits fromits use", and docunent
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 23, entitled "The Convention on Biological Diversity and the
Agreenent on Trade-rel ated Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs):
Rel ati onshi ps and synergies". These docunents were prepared for the
consi deration of the Conference of the Parties and their inclusion does not
imply full endorsenent by the Conference of the Parties. They are offered as
contributions to what is hoped will be a continuing process of consultation
and cooperation, ainmed at pronoting the harnoni ous inplementation of the two
agreenent s.

I11/18. lncentive neasures

The Conference of the Parties,

Affirmng that the inplenentation of incentive neasures, in a broad
social, cultural and economic context, is of central inportance to the
realization of the three objectives of the Convention,

Recal ling that econonmic and social devel opnment and poverty eradication
are the first and overriding priorities of devel oping countries,

Recogni zi ng that incentive nmeasures are country-specific and need to
take into account varying |legal, political, econom c and social conditions,

Noting that l|ocal and indigenous comunities and the private sector
have an inportant role in the design and inplenentation of incentive
neasures,

Taki ng note of document UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 24,

1. Endorses recommendation 11/9 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice;

2. Resol ves that incentive nmeasures shall be included as appropriate
on the agenda of the Conference of the Parties and be integrated into the
sectoral and thematic itens under the medi umterm programe of work of the
Conference of the Parties;

3. Encourages Parties to review their existing |egislation and
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economc policies, to identify and pronote incentive for the conservation and
sust ai nabl e use of components of biological diversity, stressing the

i mportance of taking appropriate action on incentives that threaten

bi ol ogi cal diversity;

4. Encourages Parties to ensure adequate incorporation of the market
and non-mar ket val ues of biological diversity into plans, policies and
programes and other rel evant areas, inter alia, national accounting systens
and investment strategies;

5. Encour ages Parties to devel op training and capacity-building
programes to inplenent incentive neasures and pronote private-sector
initiatives in this regard

6. Encourages Parties to incorporate biological diversity
considerations into i npact assessnents, consistent with Article 14 of the
Convention, as a step in the design and inplenentation of incentive measures;

7. Invites Parties to share experiences on incentive measures and
nmake rel evant case studies available to the Secretariat, and requests the
Executive Secretary to facilitate the exchange of information on incentive
measures, including case studies, anongst Parties, through appropriate neans
such as the clearing-house nechani sm and regi onal workshops;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to provide an initial background
docunent for consideration by the Conference of the Parties at its fourth
nmeeting, providing guidance to the Parties on the design and inpl enentation
of incentive neasures;

9. Requests the Executive Secretary to take into consideration
rel evant work under way in other forums, such as United Nations Conference on
Trade and Devel opment and the Organisation for Econom ¢ Cooperation and
Devel opnent ;

10. Requests the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, as appropriate, to provide in its recomendations to
the Conference of the Parties scientific, technical and technol ogi cal advice
on the inplenmentation of Article 11 in relevant thenmatic areas.

I11/19. Special session of the General Assenbly to
review i npl enentation of Agenda 21

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling the provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity and
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the rel evant chapters of Agenda 21,

Recal ling General Assenbly resolution 50/113, which invited the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to
provide inputs to the special session of the General Assenmbly to review
progress in inplenenting Agenda 21,

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of the special session of the Genera
Assenbly in 1997 to review progress made to date in the inplenentation of
Agenda 21,

M ndful of the role of the Convention on Biological Diversity in
pronoti ng sustai nabl e devel opnent, and reaffirmng its commitment to the
three objectives of the Convention,

1. Requests the President of the Conference of the Parties to
transmt the annexed statement fromthe Conference of the Parties to the
speci al session of the General Assenbly in 1997;

2. Al so requests the Executive Secretary to provide to the specia
session of the General Assenbly and to the preparatory process such
information related to activities and devel opments under the Convention as
may be required, including the reports of the neetings of the Conference of
the Parties.
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Annex

STATEMENT FROM THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTI ON
ON Bl OLOG CAL DI VERSITY TO THE SPECI AL SESSI ON
OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. The Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity
takes this opportunity to reaffirmits commitment to the three objectives of
the Convention, nanely the conservation of biological diversity, the
sust ai nabl e use of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of
benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources

A. The Convention on Biological Diversity and Agenda 21

2. The Conference of the Parties enphasizes the significance of the
Convention, and activities carried out in inplenmentation of the Convention

to the achi evenent of goals set out in many of the chapters of Agenda 21
Sust ai nabl e devel opment cannot be achi eved without the sustainable use of the
worl d's biological diversity. The Convention provides a set of legally

bi nding commitnents and is an inportant tool for translating the principles
of the Rio Declaration on Environnent and Devel opment and Agenda 21 into
concrete actions.

3. The Convention on Biological Diversity entered into force on

29 Decenber 1993. The Conference of the Parties, at its first three

nmeeti ngs, adopted a nunber of decisions aimed at el aborating and inplenenting
the provisions of the Convention. The Convention adopts an ecosystem
approach, both in its provisions and in its programe of work. The

i ntegration of biological diversity considerations into relevant sectoral or
cross-sectoral plans, programmes and policies is central to the Convention

In addition, the Conference of the Parties attaches particular inportance to
cooperation with other biological diversity-related conventions, institutions
and processes.

4. The Conference of the Parties recognizes that biological diversity is a
cross-cutting issue. The provisions of the Convention are of the utnost

rel evance to a nunber of the issues reviewed by the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e
Devel opnent to date, including: the planning and managenent of | and

resour ces; conbating deforestation; nmanaging fragile ecosystens; pronoting
sust ai nabl e agriculture and rural devel opment; and consideration of marine
and coastal biological diversity.

5. The provisions of the Convention are also relevant to the cross-
sectoral issues reviewed by the Commi ssion on Sustainable Devel opment. 1In
its statement to the third session of the Conmmission on Sustainable
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Devel opnent, the Conference of the Parties noted in particular the rel evance
of the follow ng cross-sectoral issues on the agenda of the third session of
t he Commi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opment: conbating poverty; denographic
dynani cs and sustainability; integrating environnent and devel opnent in

deci si on- maki ng; environnmental |y sound managenent of biotechnol ogy; rol es of
maj or groups; financial resources and nmechani sns; transfer of technol ogy;

sci ence for sustainabl e devel opment; and information for decision-nmaking.

B. The Convention and chapter 15 of Agenda 21

6. The Convention is the principal global instrunent relevant to achieving
the goals set out in chapter 15 of Agenda 21, Conservation of Biol ogica
Diversity. At its third session, the Commi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel oprment
urged States to sign, ratify, accede to and inplenent the Convention on

Bi ol ogical Diversity. At the time of the third neeting of the Conference of
the Parties, 161 States and one regional econonic integration organization
had done so, meking this Convention the principal instrunent for advancing

gl obal cooperation and practical action in its field.

7. The first neeting of the Conference of the Parties, held in Nassau, the
Bahamas, in Decenmber 1994, set in place the nechani sms provided for by the
Convention. The second neeting, held in Jakarta, Indonesia, in Novenber

1995, adopted substantive decisions ainmed at facilitating the inplenmentation
of the Conventi on.

C. The relevance of the Convention to other chapters of Agenda 21

8. Significant work has already been undertaken or initiated under the
Convention in relation to a nunber of key areas. For exanple

(a) Nat i onal pl anning processes

9. The Convention requires Parties, in accordance with their particul ar
conditions and capabilities, to develop national strategies, plans and
programes for the conservation and sustai nable use of biological diversity.
The second neeting of the Conference of the Parties decided that the first
national reports of the Parties, due at its fourth neeting, will focus on
nmeasures taken for the inplenmentation of Article 6 of the Convention (Genera
neasures for conservation and sustai nabl e use).

(b) Marine and coastal biological diversity

10. The second neeting of the Conference of the Parties adopted
decision I1/10 on marine and coastal biological diversity, the Jakarta
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Mandat e. This decision proposes a framework for global action. The salient
features of the nandate are:

(1) support for and cooperation with other internationa
efforts;

(ii) devel opment of a programre of work for the Convention
process, on the basis of five thematic areas, nanely: integrated

mari ne and coastal area nmanagement; nmarine and coastal protected
areas; sustainable use of coastal and marine |iving resources;
maricul ture; and alien species; and

(iii) the establishnent of a roster of experts on the basis of
country input, which will draw upon expertise fromscientific,
technical, technol ogical, social, managenent, econom c, policy,
| egal and indi genous and traditional know edge.

11. The first nmeeting of experts drawn fromthe roster is to be held in
Jakarta early in 1997. The Conference of the Parties also forwarded its

deci sion on marine and coastal biological diversity to the fourth session of
t he Conmi ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent in 1996. Integral to the

i mpl ementation of the Jakarta Mandate will be cooperation with other rel evant
institutions, processes and international agreenents.

(c) Terrestrial biological diversity

12. The second neeting of the Conference of the Parties submtted a
statenent to the Intergovernnental Panel on Forests, and the Conference of
the Parties has considered further inputs. The Conference of the Parties has
al so begun to consider further work in the area of terrestrial biologica
diversity, including in relation to drylands and to the biol ogical diversity
of mountain regions. At its third neeting, nmajor consideration was given to
agricultural biological diversity.

(d) Envi ronnental | y sound managenent of bi ot echnol ogy

13. Chapter 16 of Agenda 21 addresses the environnentally sound nanagement
of biotechnol ogy. The second neeting of the Conference of the Parties

est abl i shed an Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group on Biosafety to develop, in
the field of the safe transfer, handling and use of living nodified

organi sms, a protocol on biosafety, specifically focusing on transboundary
nmovenent, of any living nodified organismresulting from nodern biotechnol ogy
that nmay have adverse effects on the conservation and sustai nable use of

bi ol ogi cal diversity, setting out for consideration, in particular
appropri ate procedure for advance inforned agreement. The Working G oup held
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its first meeting in July 1996 and reported to the third nmeeting of the
Conference of the Parties. The Working Goup ains to conplete its work by
1998.

(e) Technical and scientific cooperation, and capacity-building

14. A nunber of articles of the Convention address the issues of technical
and scientific cooperation and capacity-building, in which the clearing-house
mechanismw || play a significant role. The second neeting of the Conference
of the Parties reaffirmed the inportance of the clearing-house nechani sm
accessible to all countries, to support inplenentation of the Convention at
the national level. The Conference of the Parties noted that enhanced
cooperation with other information systens and activities would contribute to
t he devel opment of the clearing-house mechanism A pilot phase of the

cl eari ng- house mechani sm was est abl i shed.

(f) Fi nanci al resources

15. The Convention recogni zes the need for new and additional financia
resources to enabl e devel oping country Parties to neet their conm tnents
under the Convention and to benefit fromits provisions. The Conference of
the Parties has encouraged exploration of availability of additional

financial resources, and ways in which the activities of funding institutions
m ght be nore supportive of the objectives of the Convention. 1In this
regard, the Conference of the Parties encourages bilateral and nultilatera
fundi ng agencies to incorporate nore fully biological diversity
considerations into their activities.

(9) Fi nanci al nmechani sm

16. The Convention foresees that there shall be a mechanismfor the

provi sion of financial resources to devel oping country Parties for the
purposes of the Convention. The Conference of the Parties decided at its
second neeting that the restructured d obal Environnment Facility should
continue to serve on an interimbasis as the institutional structure to
operate the financial mechani smunder the Convention. It also decided to
undertake the first review of the effectiveness of the financial mechanism at
its fourth neeting and to undertake a review every three years thereafter.

17. The Conference of the Parties specifically requested the d oba
Environnent Facility as the interiminstitutional structure to inplenent the
rel evant provisions of the following decisions: 11/3 and I11/4 on the

cl eari ng-house nmechanism 11/7 and I11/9 on consideration of Articles 6 and 8
of the Convention; 11/8 on prelinminary consideration of conponents of

bi ol ogi cal diversity particularly under threat and acti on which could be
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t aken under the Convention; |11/17 on the formand intervals of nationa
reports by Parties; 111/10 on identification, nonitoring and assessnent;
I11/11 on conservation and sustai nabl e use of agricultural biologica
diversity; 111/14 on inplenentation of Article 8 (j); I11/15 on access to
genetic resources; |11/18 on incentive neasures; and |11/20 on issues rel ated

to biosafety. The additional guidance to the financial mechani sm given by
the Conference of the Parties at its third neeting is contained in
consolidated formin decision I11/5.

(h) Maj or _groups

18. The major groups, identified in Section 3 of Agenda 21, participate in
the processes of the Convention, allow ng theman opportunity to engage with
Governnents over the inplenentation of the conmitnents nade under the
Convention. In particular, certain provisions of the Convention specifically
address the interests of indigenous people and their conmunities, as well as
of other |ocal comunities.

D. Recent devel opnents

19. The Conference of the Parties also draws to the attention of the
speci al session of the General Assenbly the report of its third neeting, held
in Buenos Aires, Argentina (docunment UNEP/ CBD/ COP/3/38). The third neeting
considered, inter alia

(a) The financial mechani smand financial resources for the effective
i mpl ement ati on of the Conventi on;

(b) I mpl enentation of Articles 6 and 8 of the Conventi on;

(c) The conservation and sustai nabl e use of agricultural biologica
di versity;

(d) Terrestrial biological diversity;
(e) The inplenmentation of Article 8 (j);
(f) Access to genetic resources;

(9) Technol ogy transfer;

(h) The inpacts of intellectual property rights on the conservation
and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity;

(i) I ncentive nmeasures; and



UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 38
Page 109

(]) Cooperation with other conventions, institutions and processes

E. Future work under the Convention

20. The Conference of the Parties draws to the attention of the specia
session the further work envi saged under the Convention's mediumterm
programe of work, including such areas as

(a) Consi deration of inland water ecosystens;

(b) Li nkages between in situ and ex situ conservation;

(c) Publ i ¢ awar eness and educati on

(d) | mpact assessment and m nim zi ng adverse inpacts;

(e) Matters related to benefit sharing;

(f) Technical and scientific cooperation

(9) Conservation and sustai nabl e use of agricultural biologica
diversity;

(h) Forest bi ol ogi cal diversity;

(1) | mpl enentation of Article 8 (j); and
(j) I ndi cators and net hodol ogi es for assessnents.
21. At its fourth neeting, the Conference of the Parties will undertake a

| onger-termrevi ew of the work programre of the Convention and the operation
of the Conference of the Parties and subsidiary organs, in the |ight of
progress and experience to date.

F. Cooperation with other conventions, institutions and processes

22. The Conference of the Parties affirns the inportance it attaches to
cooperation and coordinati on between the Convention on Biological Diversity
and ot her conventions, institutions and processes of relevance. A nunber of
nmeasur es have al ready been taken to enhance such cooperation, including the
agreement of nenoranda of cooperation between the Convention Secretariat and
the secretariats of certain other biological diversity-related conventions.
The Conference of the Parties enphasizes its conmitnment to continue to
explore effective nmechanisnms to cooperate with other conventions,
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institutions and processes of relevance, and in particular the Comni ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnment, to avoid duplication and pronote efficient use of
resources in inplenenting its objectives and objectives contained in

Agenda 21 in an expeditious manner.

G Future chal | enges

23. In spite of the progress nmade to date in inplenenting the objectives of
the Convention, Parties remain aware that biological diversity is being
destroyed by human activities at unprecedented rates. The Conference of the
Parties notes that a significant anbunt of work remains to be undertaken, in
col l aboration with rel evant conventions, institutions and processes, in order
fully to inmplenment the Convention. It therefore calls upon the specia
session to recognize the urgency of this work and to support it.

24. In particular, the Conference of the Parties recognizes that attention
needs to be paid, inter alia, to:

(a) The further raising of public awareness and the understandi ng of
the inportance of biological diversity through educational programes and
i nformati on;

(b) The rapi d devel opnment and inplenentati on of national strategies,
pl ans or programres for the conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogica
diversity;

(c) The consi deration of appropriate arrangenents for access to
genetic resources, and for the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising
out of the utilization of such resources;

(d) The devel opnent of effective nmeans to respect, preserve and
mai ntai n the know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | oca
communities and the equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the
utilization thereof;

(e) The transfer of and access to technol ogies relevant to the
Conventi on; and

(f) The provision of new and additional financial resources for the
i mpl ement ati on of the Convention

I11/20. I ssues related to biosafety

The Conference of the Parties,
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Recalling decision I1/5 adopted at its second neeting,

Havi ng consi dered the report and recomendati ons of the first neeting
of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group on Biosafety, which met in Aarhus,
Denmark, from22 to 26 July 1996

Recal I i ng paragraph 10 of the terns of reference for the Open-ended
Ad Hoc Working Group, contained in the annex to decision I1/5, which states
that the process of devel oping a protocol shall be conducted as a matter of
urgency and that the Open-ended Ad Hoc Wrking Group shall endeavour to
complete its work in 1998

Wl coni ng the adoption of the UNEP International Technical Guidelines
for Safety in Biotechnology at the G obal Consultation of Governnent-
desi gnated Experts, held in Cairo, Egypt, from1ll to 14 Decenber 1995

Affirming its support for a two-track approach through which the
pronotion of the application of the UNEP International Technical Guidelines
for Safety in Biotechnology can contribute to the devel opnent and
i mpl ementation of a protocol on biosafety, w thout prejudicing the
devel opnment and concl usi on of such a protocol

1. Deci des:

(a) That each of the five groups of States referred to in section 1,
paragraph 1, of General Assenbly resolution 2997 (XXVIIl), of 15 Decenber
1972, shall send to the Secretariat nomi nations for two representatives to
the Bureau as soon as possible, and in any event before the comrencenent of
the second neeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group established by the
second neeting of the Conference of the Parties in decision II1/5;

(b) That the Bureau shall remain in office, under the chairmanship of
M. Veit Koester, (Denmark), until the fourth neeting of the Conference of
the Parties;

(c) That two neetings of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group will be
held in 1997, and that a sufficient nunmber of neetings will be held in 1998
to allow the Working Group to conplete its work in 1998

2. Endorses recommendation I1/5 of the Subsidiary Body on
Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice and, in particular:

(a) The realization of activities to pronote the application of the
UNEP I nternational Technical Cuidelines for Safety in Biotechnology, in
accordance with paragraph 2 of recomrendation I1/5;
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(b) The i nportance of funding for capacity-building in biosafety;

(c) The request to the interiminstitutional structure operating the
financial nechanismto provide financial resources to devel opi ng country
Parties for capacity-building in biosafety, in accordance with paragraph 3 of
reconmendation 11/5, as set out in paragraph 2 (a) of decision Il11/5.

I11/21. Relationship of the Convention with the Comm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and bi odi versity-rel ated
conventions, other international agreenents,
institutions and processes of rel evance

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling decisions |11/13 and 11/14 adopted at its second neeting,

Reaffirming the need to nake nutually supportive activities under the
Convention on Biological Diversity and activities under other conventions,
processes and institutions relevant to the achievenent of the objectives of
t he Convention, while avoi ding unnecessary duplication of activities and
costs on the part of Parties and of the organs of the Convention,

Wl coming the progress made to date in the devel opnent of cooperative
arrangenments with rel evant conventions, institutions and processes, as
descri bed in docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 29,

1. Expresses its appreciation to those conventions and institutions
whi ch have provi ded docunentation and information to assist the deliberations
of the Conference of the Parties at its third meeting;

2. Endorses the nmenoranda of cooperation entered into by the
Executive Secretary with the secretariats of the Convention on Wtl ands of
International |nportance, especially as Waterfow Habitat, the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of WId Fauna and Flora and the
Convention on the Conservation of Mgratory Species of WIld Aninmals, and
encour ages the devel opment of further such arrangenents with rel evant
i nternational biological diversity-related bodies, including regiona
conventi ons;

3. Requests the Executive Secretary to continue to coordinate with
the secretariats of relevant biological diversity-related conventions,
institutions, and processes, with a viewto: facilitating the exchange of
informati on and experience; exploring the possibility of recomending
procedures for harnonizing, to the extent desirable and practicable, the
reporting requirenments of Parties under those instrunents and conventi ons;
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exploring the possibility of coordinating their respective progranmes of
wor k; and consulting on how such conventions and other international |ega
instruments can contribute to the inplenentation of the provisions of the
Conventi on on Biol ogical Diversity;

4. Al so requests the Executive Secretary to devel op cl oser
relationships with, in particular, the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification in
those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
particularly in Africa, with a view to nmaking inplenmentation activities and
institutional arrangenents mutually supportive;

5. Encourages the further devel opnent of cooperative arrangenments at
the scientific and technical level with appropriate biological diversity-
rel ated conventions and institutions, such as the Scientific Council of the
Conventi on on Conservation of Mgratory Species and the Scientific and
Techni cal Revi ew Panel of the Convention on Wetlands of Internationa
| nportance, through the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advi ce;

6. Takes note of docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/35 and the comments nade by
participants at its third neeting, and invites the Executive Secretary to
continue to investigate, in collaboration with rel evant gl obal and regiona
conventions, institutions and processes, nodalities for cooperation, and to
report back to the Conference of the Parties at its fourth neeting in the
light of the longer-termreview of work;

7. Deci des:

(a) In relation to cooperation with the Conventi on on Wetl ands of
International |nportance:

(i) to note the Strategic Plan for 1997-2002 adopted by the
Conference of Contracting Parties to the Convention on Wtl ands
of International Inportance, in March 1996, which includes
actions aimed at creating synergy between that Convention and the
Conventi on on Biol ogical Diversity;

(ii) to invite the Convention on Wetlands of Internationa
I nportance to cooperate as a |lead partner in the inplementation
of activities under the Convention related to wetlands, and, in
particul ar, requests the Executive Secretary to seek inputs from
t he Convention on Wetlands of International |nmportance, in the
preparation of docunentation concerning the status and trends of
i nl and water ecosystens for the consideration of the Conference
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of the Parties at its fourth neeting;

(b) In relation to cooperation with the Convention on the
Conservation of Mgratory Species, to request the Executive Secretary, in
consultation with the Secretariat of that Convention, to evaluate how the
i mpl ement ati on of that Convention can conpl enent the inplenentation of the
Convention on Biological Diversity through its transboundary coordi nated and
concerted action on a regional, continental and gl obal scale;

8. Urges the Parties to ensure that the conservation and sustainabl e
use of wetlands, and of nigratory species and their habitats, are fully
i ncorporated into national strategies, plan and programmes to preserve
bi ol ogi cal diversity;

9. Invites the governing bodi es of biological diversity-related
conventions to consider the possible contributions of those conventions to
the inplenmentation of the objectives of the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity, and to share experience with the Conference of the Parties on,
inter alia, successful managenent and conservation practices;

10. Calls on the national focal points of the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, and the conmpetent authorities of the Convention on
Wet | ands of International |nportance, the Convention on the Conservation of
M gratory Species and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of WIld Fauna and Flora to cooperate on the inplenentation of these
conventions at the national |evel to avoid duplication of effort;

11. Urges the United Nations Environment Programe to undertake early
i mpl ementation of decision I1/14 of the Conference of the Parties;

12. Invites contracting parties to relevant biological diversity-
rel ated conventions to explore opportunities for accessing funding through
the @ obal Environnent Facility for rel evant projects, including projects
i nvol ving a nunber of countries, which fulfil the eligibility criteria and
gui dance provided by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity to the G obal Environment Facility.
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I11/22. Medi umterm progranme of work for 1996-1997

The Conference of the Parties,

Recal ling decision 11/18 of the Conference of the Parties in which the
Conference of the Parties adopted its nediumtermwork programme for the
bi enni um 1996- 1997,

Recalling also that decision I1/18 provides for the review of the
medi umt erm programe of work for the biennium 1996-1997, particularly the
revi ew of the operations of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary
organs as well as the overall review and consideration of a long-term
programe of work,

1. Recogni zes that it nay be necessary for the Executive Secretary,
with the guidance of the Bureau of the Conference of the Parties, to adjust
further the servicing of the programme of work in the light of the resources
available to the Secretariat;

2. Invites Parties, participants and other relevant institutions to
subnmit by 31 March 1997 their views to the Executive Secretary on:

(a) The operations of the Conference of the Parties;

(b) The overall review of the mediumterm programre of work for
1995-1997;

(c) A | onger-term programre of work;
3. Requests the Executive Secretary to submit a synthesis of these

views to the Conference of the Parties for consideration at its fourth
neet i ng;

4. Wl cones offers to contribute to efforts to facilitate the review
process;
5. Takes note of the provisional agenda for the fourth neeting of

t he Conference of the Parties, contained in Annex | of docunent
UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 3/ 31;

6. Takes note of the draft provisional agenda of the third neeting
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice,
contained in recommendation I1/12 of the second neeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, in docunent



UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 38
Page 116

UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 3;

7. Requests the bureau of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice to focus the agenda of the third neeting
of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice, in
line with the coments given at the third meeting of the Conference of the
Parties on the work of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice, and to subnmit it to the Parties sufficiently in advance
of the third neeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advi ce.

Appendi x 4/

MEDI UM TERM PROGRAMVE OF WORK OF THE CONFERENCE
OF THE PARTI ES 1996- 1997

1. The medi umterm programe of work will be constructed on the basis of
standing and rolling issues.

2. Standing itenms will include, inter alia:

2.1 Matters relating to the financial nechanism including a report from
the interiminstitutional structure entrusted with its operation;

2.2 Report fromthe Secretariat on the adm nistration of the Convention
and budget for the Secretariat;

2.3 Report from instructions to and consideration of recomendati ons from
the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice;

2.4 Reports by Parties on the inplenentation of the Convention;

2.5 Report on the assessnment and revi ew of the operation of the
cl eari ng- house mechani sm

2.6 Rel ati onshi p of the Convention on Biological Diversity with the
Commi ssi on on Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent and bi odi versity-rel ated
conventions, other international agreenents, institutions and
processes of rel evance.

3. The ot her issues and derived activities necessary to inplement the
Convention should be dealt with on a year-by-year agenda, on the

4/ As contained in the annex to decision I1/18 (UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 2/19).



UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 38
Page 117

under standi ng that these relevant rotating issues will be devel oped
and continually dealt with in accordance with the decisions of the
Conference of the Parties by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advi ce and any eventual working groups
appoi nted by the Conference of the Parties. The year-by-year agenda
has to be flexible.

Treatnent of the itens on the programme of work should al so reflect
the i nportance of capacity-building as one of the el ements of
successful Convention inplenentation. The programe of work should
al ways reflect a bal ance anpbng the Convention's objectives, as set
forth in Article 1.

In 1996, the third neeting of the Conference of the Parties may
continue to consider pending issues of the 1995 programe of work.

The third neeting of the Conference of the Parties may consi der,
inter alia, the following items in 1996

General measures for conservation and sustainabl e use

I mpl enentation of Articles 6 and 8.

Identification, nonitoring and assessnent:

To consider options for inplementing Article 7;

Appr ai sal of the SBSTTA review of assessnment of biological diversity
for the inplenentation of Article 25 (2) (a) and advice on

nmet hodol ogi es for future assessnments

Conservation and sustai nabl e use of agricultural biological diversity:

To consider agricultural biological diversity within the context of
the Convention's three objectives and its provisions;

To consider a report on progress under the FAO d obal Systemfor the
Conservation and Uilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agricul ture.

Consi deration of the future programme of work for terrestria

bi ol ogi cal diversity in the light of the outcone of deliberations of
the third session of the Commi ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent in
1995.
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6.

5

.10

.10.1

Know edge, innovations and practices of indigenous and | oca
conmuni ti es:

I mpl enentation of Article 8 (j).

Access to genetic resources:

To consider the conpilation of views of Parties on possible options
for devel opi ng national |egislative, adm nistrative or policy
neasures, as appropriate, to inplenent Article 15.

I ssues related to technol ogy:

To consider ways to pronote and facilitate access to and transfer and
devel opnment of technol ogy, as envisaged by Articles 16 and 18 of the
Conventi on

I ncentive neasures:

To consider the conpilation of information and experiences shared on
the inplementation of Article 11.

Speci al session of the General Assenbly to review inplenentation of
Agenda 21:

To provide a report fromthe perspective of the Convention's three
obj ecti ves.

I ssues related to biosafety:

To consider the first report of the ad hoc working group on biosafety.

In 1997, the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties nmay
consider, inter alia, the following itens:

Revi ew of the nediumterm programe of work (1995-1997):

To review the operations of the Conference of the Parties and
subsi di ary organs;

To undertake an overall review and consider a |onger-term progranme of
wor K.

Model s and nmechani sns for |inkages between in situ and ex situ
conservation
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7.2.1 To generate options of nodels and |inkage.

7.3 Measures for inplenmenting the Convention

7.3.1 To provide information and share experiences on the inplementation of
Article 13;

7.3.2 To provide information and share experiences on the inplementation of
Article 14;

7.3.3 Consideration of biodiversity under threat.

7.4 Consideration of matters related to benefit-sharing

7.4.1 To consider neasures to pronote and advance the distribution of
benefits from bi ot echnol ogy in accordance with Article 19;

7.4.2 To be considered in the light of the outcome of item6.7.1 above.

7.5 Techni cal and scientific cooperation

7.6 Terrestrial biological diversity:

7.6.1 To assess the status and trends of the biodiversity of inland water
ecosystens and identify options for conservation and sustai nabl e use.

I11/23. Adnmnistrative matters

The Conference of the Parti es,

Recalling decision I/4 of the first neeting of the Conference of the
Parties,

Reiterating its gratitude to the Government of Canada for the generous
of fer to host the Pernmanent Secretariat of the Convention on Biologica
Diversity,

Wel comi ng the speed with which the relocation of the Permanent
Secretariat from Geneva to Mntreal took place,

Expressing appreciation to the Executive Director of the United Nations
Envi ronnent Programe for finalizing negotiations for the headquarters
agreement between the Permanent Secretariat of the Convention and the
Gover nnent of Canada,
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Noting with concern the difficulties encountered by the Permanent
Secretariat in making the transition, in particular the difficulties
associated with the establishment of efficient and tinely services and with
recrui tnent of staff,

Taking note with appreciation of the efforts of the Executive Secretary
to continue the functions of the Permanent Secretariat in these circunstances
and urging himto continue his efforts to nmeet the needs of the Convention,

1. Invites the Executive Director of the United Nations Environnent
Programme and the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity to devel op procedures, naking an effort to conclude by
27 January 1997, with respect to the functioning of the Permanent Secretari at
of the Convention on Biological Diversity, to clarify and nake nore effective
their respective roles and responsibilities;

2. Stresses that these procedures nmust provide for the manageri al
aut onony and efficiency of the Permanent Secretariat and its responsiveness
to the needs of the Convention, and must ensure the admi nistrative
accountability of the Executive Secretary to the Conference of the Parties;

3. Stresses also that the procedures nust be in accordance with the
United Nations financial and staff rules and regulations and with
decision I/4 of the Conference of the Parties and should as far as possible,
and where appropriate, follow the Personnel, Financial and Comrmbn Services
arrangenments agreed to between the United Nations and the Framework
Convention on Cinmate Change;

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to nmake available to the Parties
copi es of the agreed procedures on a tinmely basis and to report to the
Conference of the Parties through its Bureau at its fourth nmeeting on the
i mpl ement ati on of these arrangenents

I11/24. Budget of the Trust Fund for the Convention
on Biological Diversity

The Conference of the Parties

1. Approves the Convention budget for the biennium 1997-1998 as set
forth in the annex to the present decision;

2. Decides that the Trust Fund shall be extended for a period of two
years, beginning 1 January 1998 and endi ng 31 Decenber 1999
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3. Uges all the Parties to pay pronptly their contributions to the
Trust Fund, based on the indicative scale set forth in the appendix to the
budget (annex, part A) and in accordance with the ternms of paragraph 10 of
its decision |1/20;

4, Requests the Parties and States not Parties to the Convention, as
wel | as governnental, intergovernmental and non-governnental organizations

and other sources, to contribute to the Trust Fund,
5. Deci des:

(a) That two special trust funds shall be established: (i) a specia
voluntary trust fund for additional voluntary contributions to the core
budget for approved activities under the Convention on Biological Diversity
(annex, part B), and (ii) a special voluntary trust fund for facilitating
participation of Parties in the Convention process (annex, part C 5/;

(b) That the Executive Director of the United Nations Environnment
Programe shoul d be requested to establish the special trust funds referred
to in paragraph 5 (a) above, for which the Financial Rules for the
Adm nistration of the Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity
and other arrangenments for that Fund shall apply nutatis mutandis, with the
exception of the nodification in sub-paragraph 5 (f) bel ow

(c) That all the Parties and States not Parties to the Convention, as
wel | as governnental, intergovernmental and non-governnental organizations
and ot her sources should be invited to contribute to the special trust funds;

(d) That the Trustee shall pronptly advise the Executive Secretary of
the receipt of all the contributions and acknow edge recei pt of such
contri butions;

(e) That on a nonthly basis the Trustee shall provide the Executive
Secretary with information on the status of allotnments, expenditures, tria
bal ances and unl i qui dat ed obl i gati ons;

(f) That the Executive Secretary may make transfers from one budget
line to another in accordance with the Financial Rules and Regul ati ons of the
Uni ted Nations;

5/ Devel oping country Parties, in particular the |east devel oped
among them and snall island devel opi ng States.
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6. Requests the Executive Secretary to explore in conjunction with
the Executive Secretaries of the United Nations Framework Convention on
Cimte Change and the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification in
t hose Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification,
particularly in Africa, the availability, cost and funding of suitable
Iiaison arrangenments in Geneva and/or New York and to report thereon to the
Conference of the Parties at its next neeting;

7. Urges all those meking financial contributions to a trust fund of
the Convention to provide details pronptly to the Executive Secretary
regardi ng the amounts, date of paynent, conditions and any other rel evant
i nformation;

8. Requests the Executive Secretary to ensure that duplicates of al
the information on financial matters and the rel evant docunments are kept in
custody at the seat of the Permanent Secretariat according to the Financia
Rul es and Regul ations of the United Nations;

9. Directs the Executive Secretary to consider carefully all offers
of support from other organizations and to cooperate with themwith a viewto
maki ng the nost effective use of the avail abl e conpetencies, resources and
services and to enter into such administrative and contractual arrangenments
as may be necessary for the effective discharge of the functions of the
Per manent Secretari at;

10. Requests the Executive Secretary to prepare and subnmit to Parties
a quarterly report on the adm nistration of the Convention including such
matters as staff lists, status of contributions, progress on the
i mpl ementation of the nediumtermwork progranme and financial expenditures;

11. Requests the Executive Secretary to include in the docunents
circulated for consideration at future neetings of the Conference of the
Parties estimates of the likely costs of the recomendati ons contai ned
t herein, where such recomendati ons woul d have significant inplications for
t he budget of the Convention
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Diversity

for the biennium 1997-1998

(United States dollars)

1997 1998
EXECUTIVE DIRECTION AND MANAGEMENT
Executive Direction
Executive Secretary (D-2) 95,432 100,203
Principa Officer (D-1) 91,948 96,546
Programme Officer, Legal Affairs (P-4/L-4) 78,943 82,391
Special Assistant to the Executive Secretary (P-3/L-3) 68,124 71,531
Research Assistant (G-7) 25,453 26,726
Senior Secretary (G-7) 25453 26,726
Fund M anagement and Administration
Fund Management/Administration Officer (P-4) (UNEP) 0 0
Finance and Administration Officer (Quebec) b/ 0 0
Associate Administrative Officer (P-2/L-2) 54,296 57,011
Associate Administrative Officer - Correspondence (P-2/L-2) 54,296 57,011
Financial Assistant (G-7) 25,453 26,726
Administrative Assistant (G-6) 23,302 24,467
Travel Clerk (G-6) 23,302 24,467
Receptionist (G-4) 19,535 20,512
Messenger (G-4) 19,535 20,512
Subtotal 605,072 635,327
Servicing the Conference of the Parties
Review of modus operandi of the Convention 60,000 0
Servicing the Conference of the Parties a/, &/ 0 1,000,000
Subtotal 1 665,072 1,635,327

Additional costsfor all meetings under the conventions held outside the seat of the Secretariat shall be borne by the

host.

Positions to be filled by secondees should be filled by 1 January 1997 on terms and conditions agreed to by the
Executive Secretary. Parties should be informed in atimely manner if this deadline is not met and the reasons why.

Seeitem 14.
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SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL MATTERS
Office of the Principal Officer

Principa Officer (D-1) 91,948 96,546
Secretary (G-5) 21,340 22,407
Scientific, Technical and Technological Analysis
Programme Officer, Conservation Ecology (P-4/L-4) 78,943 82,891
Programme Officer, Economics (P-4/L-4) 78,943 82,891
Programme Officer, Genetic Resources/Agrobiodiversity (FAO) (P-4) b/ 0 0
Programme Officer, Indigenous Knowledge (P-4/L-4) b/, ¢/ 0 82,890
Research Assistant, Indigenous Knowledge (G-7) b/, ¢/ 0 26,726
Research Assistant (G-7) 25,453 26 726
Research Assistant (G-7) 25453 26,726
SBSTTA Activities
Preparation of Global Biodiversity Outlook 80,000 250,000
Servicing of SBSTTA activities 120,000 120,000
Servicing of workshop on article 8 (j) d/ 350,000 0
Servicing of SBSTTA meetings 500,000 0
Subtotal 2 1,372,081 817,801
BIOSAFETY PROTOCOL
Senior Programme Officer (P-5) 85,000 93,500
Associate Programme Officer (P-2/L-2) 54,296 57,011
Research Assistant (G-7) 25,453 26,726
Secretary (G-5) 21,340 22,407
Biosafety Protocol M eetings
Servicing meetings of Open-ended Ad Hoc Working Group on Biosafety

700,000 700,000
Subtotal 3 886,089 899,643

Positions to be filled by secondees should be filled by 1 January 1997 on terms and conditions agreed to by the
Executive Secretary. Parties should be informed in atimely manner if this deadline is not met and the reasons why.
See Part B: Special Trust Fund for additional voluntary contributions to the core budget for approved activities.

Servicing of the workshop in six languages.
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IMPLEMENTATION AND COMMUNICATION
Office of the Principal Officer
Principa Officer (D-1) 91,948 96,546
Junior Programme Officer (Finland) (L-2) 0 0
Secretary (G-5) 21,340 22,407
Clearing House M echanism
Programme Officer-Clearing House M echanism (P-4) 78,943 82,891
Librarian/documentalist (P-3/L-3) 68,124 71,531
Programme Officer-Information (P-3) 68,124 71,531
Programme Officer-Communications (UNEP) (P-2) 0 0
Associate Programme Officer-Database Management (P-2/L-2) 54,296 57,011
Associate Programme Officer - Documentation Control (P-2/L-2) 54,296 57,011
Database Clerk (G-5) 21,340 22,407
Clerk-Publications (G-4) 19,535 20,512
Servicing of workshops on Clearing House Mechanism &/ 150,000 0
Library development and acquisitions 80,000 80,000
Promotion, awareness-raising and publications 150,000 150,000
Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity
Programme Officer, Marine Ecology (UNESCO) (P-4) b/ 0 0
Programme Officer (P-3/L-3) 68,124 71,531
Junior Programme Officer (Italy) (L-2) b/, ¢/ 0 0
Meseting of Marine and Coastal Experts 80,000 0
Financial Resources and I nstruments
Programme Officer-Financial Resources and I nstruments (P-4) 78,943 82,891
Programme Officer-Financial Mechanism (P-3/L-3) 68,124 71,531
Research Assistant (G-7) 25,453 26,726
Review of the effectiveness of the Financial Mechanism & 150,000 0
National Reportsand Reviews
Programme Officer (P-4/L-4) 78,943 82,891
Programme Officer (P-3/L-3) (Quebec) b/ 0 0
Research Assistant (G-7) 25,453 26,726
Subtotal 4 1,432,989 1,094,138

Positions to be filled by secondees should be filled by 1 January 1997 on terms and conditions agreed to by the
Executive Secretary. Parties should be informed in atimely manner if this deadline is not met and the reasons why.
See Part B: Specia Trust Fund for additional voluntary contributions to the core budget for approved activities

Seeitem 14.
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5 CONSULTANCIES 300,000 400,000
6 TRAVEL OF STAFF

Travel on official missions 400,000 400,000

Travel to service meetings 70,000 70,000

Subtotal 6 470,000 470,000
7 EQUIPMENT

Expendable equipment (supplies and material) 70,000 70,000

Non-expendable equipment (furniture, computers, photocopiers, etc) 50,000 50,000

Subtotal 7 120,000 120,000
8 PREMISES

Rent 0 0

Utilities (gas, electricity, cleaning, etc.) 60,000 60,000

Insurance 20,000 20,000

Subtotal 8 80,000 80,000
9 MISCELLANEOUS

Temporary assistance and overtime 100,000 100,000

Communications (telephone, fax, mail, e-mail, etc.) 300,000 300,000

Recruitment costs/costs on interviews 30,000 20,000

Hospitality 50,000 50,000

Subtotal 9 480,000 470,000

Subtotal 1t09 5,806,231 5,986,910
10 ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT CHARGE (13%) 754,810 778,298

Subtotal 1t0 10 6,561,041 6,765,208
11 CONTINGENCIES (0% - subtotal 1t09) 0 0
12 TOTAL 6,561,041 6,765,208
13 LESS- CONTRIBUTIONS FROM HOST COUNTRY 1,000,000 1,000,000
14 LESSITEMSFUNDED FROM SAVINGSFROM PREVIOUS YEARS

€) Servicing of workshops on Clearing-House Mechanism 150,000

(b) Review of the effectiveness of the Financial Mechanism 150,000

(c) Servicing of the fourth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 1,000,000
15 BUDGET TO BE SHARED BY PARTIES 5,261,041 4,765,208
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ASSESSMENTS
United Nations Scale for the Trust Fund Contributions as per 1 Contributions as per
scale of with 25% ceiling and no January 1997 1 January 1998
assessments 1997* | least developed country
Party paying more than
0.01%
(per cent)
(per cent)
PARTIES
1 Albania 0,01 0,01 705 638
2 Algeria 0,16 0,21 11,274 10,211
3 Antigua & Barbuda 0,01 0,01 705 638
4 Argentina 0,48 0,64 33,822 30,634
5 Armenia 0,05 0,07 3,523 3,191
6 Australia 1,48 1,98 104,283 94,455
7 Austria 0,87 1,17 61,302 55,524
8 Bahamas 0,02 0,03 1,409 1,276
9 Bangladesh 0,01 0,01 526 477
10 Barbados 0,01 0,01 705 638
11 Belarus 0,28 0,38 19,729 17,870
12 Belize 0,01 0,01 705 638
13 Benin 0,01 0,01 526 477
14 Bhutan 0,01 0,01 526 477
15 Bolivia 0,01 0,01 705 638
16 Botswana 0,01 0,01 705 638
17 Brazil 1,62 2,17 114,148 103,390
18 Bulgaria 0,08 0,11 5,637 5,106
19 Burkina Faso 0,01 0,01 526 477
20 Cambodia 0,01 0,01 526 477
21 Cameroon 0,01 0,01 705 638
22 Canada 311 417 219,136 198,483
23 Cape Verde 0,01 0,01 526 477
24 Central African Republic 0,01 0,01 526 477
25 Chad 0,01 0,01 526 477
26 Chile 0,08 0,11 5,637 5,106
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United Nations Scale for the Trust Fund Contributions as per 1 Contributions as per
scale of with 25% ceiling and no January 1997 1 January 1998
assessments 1997* | least developed country
Party paying more than
0.01%
(per cent)
(per cent)
PARTIES
27 China 0,74 0,99 52,142 47,227
28 Colombia 0,10 0,13 7,046 6,382
29 Comoros 0,01 0,01 526 477
30 Congo 0,01 0,01 705 638
31 Cook Islands 0,01 0,01 705 638
32 Costa Rica 0,01 0,01 705 638
33 Cote d'Ivoire 0,01 0,01 705 638
34 Croatia 0,09 0,12 6,342 5,744
35 Cuba 0,05 0,07 3,523 3,191
36 Cyprus 0,03 0,04 2,114 1,915
37 Czech Republic 0,25 0,33 17,615 15,955
38 DPR of Korea 0,05 0,07 3523 3,191
39 Denmark 0,72 0,96 50,732 45,951
40 Dijibouti 0,01 0,01 526 477
41 Dominica 0,01 0,01 705 638
42 Ecuador 0,02 0,03 1,409 1,276
43 Egypt 0,08 0,11 5,637 5,106
44 El Salvador 0,01 0,01 705 638
45 Equatorial Guinea 0,01 0,01 526 477
46 Eritrea 0,01 0,01 526 477
47 Estonia 0,04 0,05 2,818 2,553
48 Ethiopia 0,01 0,01 526 477
49 Fiji 0,01 0,01 705 638
50 Finland 0,62 0,83 43,686 39,569
51 France 6,42 8,60 452,364 409,730
52 Gambia 0,01 0,01 526 477
53 Georgia 0,11 0,15 7,751 7,020
54 Germany 9,06 12,13 638,383 578,218
55 Ghana 0,01 0,01 705 638
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United Nations

Scale for the Trust Fund

Contributions as per 1

Contributions as per

scale of with 25% ceiling and no January 1997 1 January 1998
assessments 1997* | least developed country
Party paying more than
0.01%
(per cent)
(per cent)
PARTIES
56 Greece 0,38 0,51 26,775 24,252
57 Grenada 0,01 0,01 705 638
58 Guatemala 0,02 0,03 1,409 1,276
59 Guinea 0,01 0,01 526 477
60 Guinea-Bissau 0,01 0,01 526 477
61 Guyana 0,01 0,01 705 638
62 Haiti 0,01 0,01 526 477
63 Honduras 0,01 0,01 705 638
64 Hungary 0,14 0,19 9,865 8,935
65 Iceland 0,03 0,04 2,114 1,915
66 India 0,31 0,42 21,843 19,784
67 Indonesia 0,14 0,19 9,865 8,935
68 Iran (Islamic Republic of) 0,45 0,60 31,708 28,719
69 Ireland 0,21 0,28 14,797 13,402
70 Israel 0,27 0,36 19,025 17,232
71 Italy 525 7,03 369,924 335,060
72 Jamaica 0,01 0,01 705 638
73 Japan 15,65 20,96 1,102,725 998,797
74 Jordan 0,01 0,01 705 638
75 Kazakstan 0,19 0,25 13,388 12,126
76 Kenya 0,01 0,01 705 638
77 Kiribati 0,01 0,01 526 477
78 Kyrgyztan 0,03 0,04 2,114 1,915
79 Lao PDR 0,01 0,01 526 477
80 Latvia 0,08 0,11 5,637 5,106
81 Lebanon 0,01 0,01 705 638
82 Lesotho 0,01 0,01 526 477
83 Lithuania 0,08 0,11 5,637 5,106
84 Luxembourg 0,07 0,09 4,932 4,467
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United Nations Scale for the Trust Fund Contributions as per 1 Contributions as per
scale of with 25% ceiling and no January 1997 1 January 1998
assessments 1997* | least developed country
Party paying more than
0.01%
(per cent)
(per cent)
PARTIES
85 Madagascar 0,01 0,01 526 477
86 Malawi 0,01 0,01 526 477
87 Malaysia 0,14 0,19 9,865 8,935
88 Maldives 0,01 0,01 526 477
89 Mali 0,01 0,01 526 477
90 Marshall Islands 0,01 0,01 705 638
91 Mauritania 0,01 0,01 526 477
92 Mauritius 0,01 0,01 705 638
93 Mexico 0,79 1,06 55,665 50,419
94 Micronesia (Federated States 0,01 0,01 705 638
of)
95 Monaco 0,01 0,01 705 638
96 Mongolia 0,01 0,01 705 638
97 Morocco 0,03 0,04 2,114 1,915
98 Mozambique 0,01 0,01 526 477
99 Myanmar 0,01 0,01 526 477
100 Nauru 0,01 0,01 705 638
101 Nepal 0,01 0,01 526 477
102 Netherlands 1,59 2,13 112,034 101,475
103 New Zealand 0,24 0,32 16,911 15,317
104 Nicaragua 0,01 0,01 705 638
105 Niger 0,01 0,01 526 477
106 Nigeria 0,11 0,15 7,751 7,020
107 Niue 0,01 0,01 705 638
108 Norway 0,56 0,75 39,459 35,740
109 Oman 0,04 0,05 2,818 2,553
110 Pakistan 0,06 0,08 4,228 3,829
111 Panama 0,01 0,01 705 638
112 Papua New Guinea 0,01 0,01 705 638
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United Nations

Scale for the Trust Fund

Contributions as per 1

Contributions as per

scale of with 25% ceiling and no January 1997 1 January 1998
assessments 1997* | least developed country
Party paying more than
0.01%
(per cent)
(per cent)
PARTIES
113 Paraguay 0,01 0,01 705 638
114 Peru 0,06 0,08 4,228 3,829
115 Philippines 0,06 0,08 4,228 3,829
116 Poland 0,33 0,44 23,252 21,061
117 Portugal 0,28 0,38 19,729 17,870
118 Qatar 0,04 0,05 2,818 2,553
119 Republic of Korea 0,82 1,10 57,779 52,333
120 Republic of Moldova 0,08 0,11 5,637 5,106
121 Romania 0,15 0,20 10,569 9,573
122 Russian Federation 4,27 5,72 300,871 272,515
123 Rwanda 0,01 0,01 526 477
124 Saint Kitts and Nevis 0,01 0,0l 705 638
125 Saint Lucia 0,01 0,01 705 638
126 Saint Vincent and the 0,01 0,01 705 638
Grenadines
127 Samoa 0,01 0,01 526 477
128 San Marino 0,01 0,01 705 638
129 Senegal 0,01 0,01 705 638
130 Seychelles 0,01 0,01 705 638
131 Sierra Leone 0,01 0,01 526 477
132 Singapore 0,14 0,19 9,865 8,935
133 Slovakia 0,08 0,11 5,637 5,106
134 Slovenia 0,07 0,09 4,932 4,467
135 Solomon Islands 0,01 0,01 526 477
136 South Africa 0,32 0,43 22,548 20,423
137 Spain 2,38 3,19 167,699 151,894
138 Sri Lanka 0,01 0,01 705 638
139 Sudan 0,01 0,01 526 477
140 Suriname 0,01 0,01 705 638
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United Nations Scale for the Trust Fund Contributions as per 1 Contributions as per
scale of with 25% ceiling and no January 1997 1 January 1998
assessments 1997¢ | least developed country
Party paying more than
0.01%
(per cent)
(per cent)
PARTIES
141 Swaziland 0,01 0,01 705 638
142 Sweden 1,23 1,65 86,668 78,500
143 Switzerland 1,21 1,62 85,259 71,223
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144 Syrian Arab Republic 0,05 0,07 3,523 3,191
145 Togo 0,01 0,01 526 477
146 Trinidad and Tobago 0,03 0,04 2,114 1,915
147 Tunisia 0,03 0,04 2,114 1,915
148 Turkmenistan 0,04 0,05 2,818 2,553
149 Uganda 0,01 0,01 526 477
150 Ukraine 1,09 1,46 76,803 69,565
151 United Kingdom 532 713 374,856 339,527
152 United Republic of Tanzania 0,01 0,01 526 477
153 Uruguay 0,04 0,05 2,818 2,553
154 Uzbekistan 0,13 0,17 9,160 8,297
155 Vanuatu 0,01 0,01 526 477
156 Venezuela 0,33 0,44 23,252 21,061
157 Viet Nam 0,01 0,01 705 638
158 Yemen 0,01 0,01 705 638
159 Zaire 0,01 0,01 526 477
160 Zambia 0,01 0,01 526 477
161 Zimbabwe 0,01 0,01 705 638
162 European Community 0,00 2,50 131,526 119,130

72,9000 100,0 5,261,041 4,765,208

General Assembly resolution 49/19. Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations.
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B. Special Trust Fund for additional voluntary contributions to the
core budget for approved activities
(United States dollars)
1997 1998
1 EXECUTIVE DIRECTION AND MANAGEMENT
Conference of the Parties
Meetings of Bureau of the Conference of the Parties 75,000 50,000
Liaison functions 150,000 200,000
Subtotal 1 225,000 250,000
2. SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL MATTERS
Scientific, Technical and Technological Analysis
Programme Officer, Indigenous Knowledge (P-4/L-4) &, b/, ¢/ 78,943 0
Research Assistant, Indigenous Knowledge (G-7) &, b/, ¢/ 25,453 0
Miscellaneous &, ¢/ 20,604 0
SBSTTA meetings
Meetings of SBSTTA Bureau 75,000 50,000
Subtotal 2 200,000 50,000
3. BIOSAFETY PROTOCOL
Meetings of Biosafety Protocol Bureau 75,000 50,000
Subtotal 3 75,000 50,000
4, IMPLEMENTATION AND COMMUNICATION
Office of the Principal Officer
Junior Programme Officer (L-2) al/, b/ 54,296 57,011
Clearing House M echanism
Clearing-House Mechanism Activities 50,000 50,000
Servicing of workshops on Clearing-House Mechanism 0 158,000
Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biological Diversity
Junior Programme Officer (L-2) b/ 54,296 57,011
Subtotal 4 158,592 322,022
Subtotal 1to 4 658,592 672,022
5. ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT CHARGE (13%) 85,617 87,363
6. TOTAL 744,209 759,384
al Carried over from 1996.
b/ Positions to be filled by secondees by 1 January 1997 on terms and conditions agreed to by the Executive Secretary,
Parties should be informed in atimely manner if this deadlineis not met and the reasons why. Contribution of the
c/ Government of Australia.
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C. Special voluntary trust fund for facilitating participation
of Parties in the Convention process

(United States dollars)

1997 1998
EXECUTIVE DIRECTION AND MANAGEMENT
Conference of the Parties
Travel of participants to meeting of the Conference of the Parties a/ 0 400,000
Travel of participantsto regional preparatory meetings of the Conference of the 0 250,000
Parties a/
Subtotal 1 0 650,000
SCIENTIFIC, TECHNICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL MATTERS
SBSTTA meetings
Travel of participantsto SBSTTA meeting & 338,372 0
Travel of participants to workshop on article 8 (j) a/ 338,372 0
Subtotal 2 676,744 0
BIOSAFETY PROTOCOL
Biosafety Protocol meetings
Travel of participantsto Ad Hoc Working Group on Biosafety a/ 676,744 676,744
Subtotal 3 676,744 676,744
IMPLEMENTATION AND COMMUNICATION
Clearing-House M echanism
Travel of participants to workshops on Clearing-House Mechanism a/ 200,000 200,000
Subtotal 4 200,000 200,000
Subtotal 1to 4 1,553,488 1,526,744
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT CHARGE (13%) 201,953 198,477
TOTAL 1,755,441 1,725,221

Participants from devel oping countries, in particular least devel oped countries and small-island devel oping States.
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I11/25. Date and venue of the fourth neeting of the
Conference of the Parties

The Conference of the Parties

1. Wel cones the kind of fer of the Governnent of the Republic of
Sl ovakia to host the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties;

2. Deci des that the fourth neeting of the Conference of the Parties
will take place in Bratislava, Slovakia, from4 to 15 May 1998

I11/26. Conveni ng of regional and subregi onal neetings
for Parties to the Convention

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling its decision I1/22

Havi ng benefited from such neetings by adopting deci sions on agenda
itens of the third neeting of the Conference of the Parties,

1. Requests the Executive Secretary to seek voluntary contributions
to nmeet the administrative costs of the regional/subregi onal neetings;

2. Urges the Secretariat of the Convention to seek additiona
voluntary contributions for such neetings to facilitate the participation of
devel opi ng country Parties, in particular the | east devel oped countries and
smal | island devel opi ng States.

I11/27. Tribute to the Governnent and people of the
Argentine Republic

The Conference of the Parties,

Havi ng net in Buenos Aires, from4 to 15 Novenber 1996, at the gracious
invitation of the Governnent of Argentina,

Deeply appreciative of the special courtesy and warm hospitality
extended by the Governnent and people of Argentina, to the Mnisters, nenbers
of del egations, observers and menbers of the Secretariat attending the
nmeeting,

Expresses its sincere gratitude to the Governnent of the Argentine
Republic and its people for the cordial wel come which they accorded to the
Conference of the Parties and to those associated with its work and for their
contribution to the success of the third nmeeting of the Conference of the
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Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.



