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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. Article 18, paragraph 3, of the Convention on Biological Diversity states
that the Conference of the Parties, at its first neeting, shall deternmine howto
establish a clearing-house nechanismto pronote and facilitate technical and
scientific cooperation.

2. At its second neeting, the Conference of the Parties decided that the

cl eari ng- house nmechani sm shoul d be devel oped, starting with a pilot phase for
1996- 1997 (decision I1/3, paragraph 4 (a)). The Conference of the Parties al so
decided to review the inplenentation of the pilot phase of the clearing-house
mechanismat its third neeting and requested the Executive Secretary to submt a
progress report (decision 11/3, paragraph 10). In decision I11/4, the Conference
of the Parties decided that the pilot phase approved in its decision I1/3 should
be extended for a further year, until Decenber 1998.

3. For the third neeting of the Conference of the Parties, the Executive
Secretary prepared, in accordance with decision I1/3, a progress report on the
pi |l ot phase of the cl earing-house nmechani sm (docunent UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 3/ 4).

4. The present docunent reports on progress nmade by the secretariat and the
cl eari ng- house nechani smfocal points, and on related themati c and regi ona
initiatives in the devel opnent of the pilot phase of the clearing-house
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mechanism It recalls the guidance provided by the Conference of the Parties
and goes on to provide a description of the operational framework for the pil ot
phase, an update on the current status of the work, and a description of the
activities envisaged for achieving the objectives of the three-year pilot phase.
Progress reported upon in the present report refers to activities undertaken
during the period fromJanuary to Decenber 1997. A list of national focal points
to the cl earing-house nechanismis contained in document UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ 1 nf.5.

1. GU DANCE PROVI DED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

5. In decision 1/3, the Conference of the Parties decided to inplenent the
provisions of Article 18, paragraph 3, of the Convention on the establishnment of
a cl earing-house nechanismto pronote and facilitate technical and scientific
cooperation, operating under the authority of the Conference of the Parties.

6. The Conference of the Parties also decided that the activities of the

cl eari ng- house nechanismto pronote and facilitate technical and scientific
cooperation should be funded fromthe regul ar budget of the secretariat, as well
as fromvoluntary contributions, subject to decisions to be taken by the
Conference of the Parties at its second neeting.

7. In decision I1/3, the Conference of the Parties decided that the

cl eari ng- house nechani sm shoul d be devel oped, inter alia, by gradually building
up its functions in response to clear and identified demand based on experience
gai ned and resources avail abl e.

8. It also decided that, during the pilot phase, the secretariat should act as
a focal point and shoul d:

(a) Encour age t he devel opnment of a network of active partners. These
partners should focus initially on

(1) Devel opi ng national capabilities through exchangi ng and
di ssem nating informati on on the experiences and | essons | earned by the Parties
in the inplenentation of the Convention. This can be done through guidelines,
trai ni ng programes, sem nars, workshops - where appropriate - and, upon
request, by using the clearing-house nmechani sm

(ii) Facilitating access to and di ssem nation of research relevant to the
obj ectives of the Convention;

(iii) Facilitating the transfer of technol ogy through exchangi ng and
di ssem nating informati on on experiences and technol ogies relevant to the
conservation and sustai nabl e use of biol ogical diversity;

(b) Provide information on and facilitate access to those operating
active partners;

(c) Support the active partners in devel oping specific training for the
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effective participation of users in the clearing-house mechani sm networ k.
9. Inits decision I11/4, the Conference of the Parties, inter alia:

(a) Deci ded that the pilot phase approved in its decision I1/3 should be
extended for a further year, until Decenber 1998;

(b) Requested the G obal Environnent Facility to support the
capacity-building activities and country-driven pilot projects focused on
priority areas as critical conmponents in the inplenmentation of the clearing-
house mechani sm at the national, subregional and regional levels, including in
the pilot phase;

(c) Request ed Governments and rel evant financial, scientific and
technical institutions to facilitate, including through the provision of
vol untary contributions, regional workshops with a viewto attaining a clear
definition of country and regional -level scientific and technical information
needs and priorities identified and nodalities to deliver information and
eval uate national capacities for the inplenentation of the Convention. Such
wor kshops shoul d al so revi ew experience in scientific and technical cooperation
in support of the objectives of the Convention, in order to identify ways by
whi ch the cl earing-house nmechani smcould best facilitate such cooperation

(d) Enphasi zed that the key characteristics of the clearing-house
mechani smwere, inter alia, that it should be conpatible with nationa
capacities, needs-driven and decentralized in nature, should provide access to
nmet a- data, shoul d provide support to the decision-making process, and should to
t he extent possible involve the private sector

(e) Endorsed the proposal of the secretariat for the publication of a
cl eari ng- house nmechani sm newsl etter

(f) Recogni zed that ownership of all information nmade avail abl e t hrough
t he cl eari ng-house nechani smshould remain with the provider of the information

(9) Agreed that the clearing-house nmechani smshould be assisted in its
functioning by an informal advisory committee, constituted and coordi nated by
the Executive Secretary in a transparent manner, which would guide and integrate
t he devel opnent of the pil ot phase activities and endeavour to ensure that al
Parties could participate in the pilot phase of the clearing-house nechani sm

(h) Recomended that one inportant role of the clearing-house mechani sm
at the national |evel should be to provide relevant information |inkages to the
nati onal focal points and relevant thematic focal points, in order to facilitate
the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of
genetic resources, linkages to patent offices in each country for up-to-date
i nformati on on new patent registrations and patents in the public domain
provi di ng an exanpl e of one nechani sm

(1) Recomended that the work of the clearing-house nmechani smat the
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i nternational |evel should focus on providing thematic focal points for |inking
to the activities at the national and regional |evel;

(j) Recogni zed that cl ose cooperation was needed w th other conventions
and agreenents, and requested the secretariat to identify those activities and
organi zati ons which coul d support the clearing-house nmechanism and to provide
appropriate advice to the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technol ogi cal Advice at its next neeting;

(k) Requested all Parties to designate their clearing-house nmechani sm
nati onal focal points and nmake them operati onal as soon as possi bl e;

(1) Requested those Parties with access to the Internet to connect their
nati onal cl earing-house nmechani sm hone-page to the secretariat's clearing-house
mechani sm hone- page on the Internet, where possible, and further requested the
Executive Secretary and partners to collaborate on the provision of advice to
Parties and others on, inter alia, the necessary |ayout and system
speci fications.

[11. OPERATI ONAL FRAVEWORK

10. In accordance with the guidelines provided, the secretariat has consulted
wi th national and thematic focal points and regional initiatives which have
indicated their interest in assisting in the pilot phase. As a result of these
di scussi ons, an operational framework has been devel oped for inplenenting the
pil ot phase of the cl earing-house nechani sm by neans of a decentralized
structure.

11. The cl eari ng-house nechanismis designed to pronote and facilitate
scientific and technical cooperation, and to contribute to the inplenmentation of
all three objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity. The

cl eari ng- house nechanismw ||l act as a mechanismto bring together the supply
and the demand conponents of those aspects related to the pronotion and
facilitation of technical and scientific cooperation. The purpose of the

cl eari ng- house nechani smis transactional between providers and users, rather

t han cust odi al

12. A cruci al conponent of the clearing-house nechani smis operationa
framework is that it is service-oriented. It nust be able to link its

i nformati on and know edge in order to respond to queries on topics relevant to
the inplenentati on of the Convention, pointing the users to the |ocation of

rel evant information, and answering specific scientific and technical questions
posed by users. By its interactive nature, the clearing-house nmechanismw ||
provide a neans for identifying and di ssem nating multiple sources of
information in an effective and decentralized way.

13. The main benefits of the clearing-house nechani sm are:

(a) To provide data for decision-naking;
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(b) To support faster access to existing know edge;

(c) To pronote technical and scientific communication
(d) To avoid duplication of efforts;

(e) To al l ow addi ti onal conparisons anong exi sting dat a;
(f) To generate new i nformation;

(9) To support a nore effective and efficient inplenentation of the
Convention; and

(h) To function at both national and international |evels.
14. The i npl enentati on of the clearing-house mechanismw || require,
inter alia, human resources and continuous training, access to nmetadata and

dat abases, information technol ogy, and institutional strengthening.

A.  Synergy versus duplication

15. Cl ose cooperation is needed with other conventions and agreenments. The
secretariat is identifying those activities and organizations which could
provi de support to the clearing-house mechani sm pronoting synergy, avoiding
duplication of efforts and providing appropriate advice to the Subsidiary Body
on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice (SBSTTA).

16. Inits three year pilot phase, the inplenentation of the clearing-house
mechani smis to be developed in a way which serves both the users and providers
of information. Cost-effectiveness, independence, transparency and a
decentralized structure have to be |inked and conbined in such a way that
duplication of efforts can be avoided while enabling the information searcher to
find the relevant information w thout delay.

17. The operational franmework presented here is specifically designed to avoid
the duplication of effort and to maxi m ze the exchange of existing information
and know edge through the devel opnent of databases of existing know edge by

cl eari ng- house mechani sm partners.

B. Partners and Target G oup

18. The determi nation of target groups depends on national priorities and the
accessibility of information. Decision makers in Governnents and rel at ed
institutions should currently be considered as the major target group. As data
accessibility inproves, the target group needs to be redefined, so that a wi der
audi ence can participate in and contribute to the system

19. At the national level, the clearing-house nechanismw |l serve the
i nformati on needs of those organizations involved in inplenmenting the provisions
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of the Convention. Increasing nunbers of sources of information relevant to the
i npl enentati on of the Convention are likely to be identified (including United
Nat i ons organi zati ons and agencies, |ocal and national governnment agenci es,

uni versities and research centres, indigenous and | ocal communities with
traditional ecol ogical know edge, non-governnental organizations and the private
sector), and the potential volunme of information is such that national foca

poi nts woul d need to invest imense anmounts of tine conducting searches through
that mass of information. Further contact with each source hol di ng such

i nformati on would be likely to reveal a need to distinguish which el enments of
the total body of information held by the institution were relevant and to
ensure their availability in an appropriate format.

C. The cl earing-house focal point concept

20. The process for gathering and organizing the information that will feed
into the clearing-house mechanismis itself decentralized, with partners

coordi nating efforts anong thenselves and with the secretariat to address topics
of common interest. The contribution of each partner will be included in the

i nformati on system of the clearing-house nechanismand will be nmade available to
all users by enhanci ng networking between exi sting national, regional

subregional and international centres of relevant expertise, as well as
government al and non-governnental institutions and the private sector

21. Four types of clearing-house nmechani smfocal points seemto be necessary
for an effective, decentralized and networked system

(a) Secretariat focal point (the "secretariat");
(b) Nati onal focal points;
(c) Regi onal (and subregional) focal points; and
(d) Thematic focal points.

22. The contributors to the systemvary. Supported by the secretariat, the
nati onal focal points will provide and use the information content as well as
provi de national experiences through, inter alia, the national reports. The
thematic focal points have a long, solid and specialized experience in given
fields of biological diversity. It is envisaged that they will voluntarily
provide their information sources, inter alia, on the Internet. Exanples of
such thematic focal points include the Wrld Conservation Mnitoring Centre
(WMC), the World Conservation Union (1UCN), Species 2000, as well as joint
approaches, such as the Biodiversity Conservation Information System (BClS)

Regi onal approaches, such as Biodiversity Informati on Network 21 (BIN21) or the
Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN) initiative, as well as
supra-regional initiatives such as the Organisation for Econom c Cooperation and
Devel opnent Megasci ence Subgroup on Bi oi nformatics, the environment and nat ural
resources nmanagenment (ENRM topic working group on biodiversity of the group of
seven maj or industrialized countries, or the UNEP Biodiversity Data Managenent
Project, will also contribute to the system Many other initiatives have



UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ 8
Page 7

commenced. It is desirable to harnonize efforts to avoid duplication of work.
Thematic focal points could provide information on special topics and priority
i ssues of the Convention, such as in-situ conservation, coastal and marine

bi ol ogi cal diversity, terrestrial biological diversity, biological diversity of
inl and waters, agricultural biological diversity, forest biological diversity,
bi osafety, traditional and indi genous know edge, incentive nmeasures, access to
genetic resources, benefit sharing, intellectual property rights, technol ogy
transfer and devel opnent.

23. The role of the secretariat should be that of a facilitator, ensuring the
di ssem nati on of experience and knowl edge anong all partners, so that the system
as a whole learns fromthat shared experience and that different solutions to
simlar problens are recorded and exchanged. As a facilitator, the secretari at
needs to provide | earning feedback so that areas of priority interest to the
Parties can be identified. This |earning feedback is needed in order to
identify areas considered priorities by the Parties. This will ensure the
wor | dwi de sharing of experience in the inplenentation of the Convention and wil |
al so lead to a conceptual network nodel in which the secretariat functions as a
node to the clearing-house nmechani smacting as a coordi nati ng switching-centre
and facilitating |linkages to the other categories of associated focal points.
The secretariat is pursuing, inter alia, the follow ng tasks:

(a) Encour agi ng the devel opnent of a network of partners and foca
poi nt s;

(b) Providing information on and facilitating access to these operating
partners and focal points;

(c) Supporting focal points and partners in devel oping specific training
for the effective participation of users in the clearing-house nechani sm
net wor k; and

(d) Assisting in linking the non-connected cl earing-house nmechani sm
nati onal focal points to the Wrld Wde Wb (the so-called "Partnering"
initiative).

24. Nati onal focal points should facilitate access to information, conduct
surveys of information needs and information providers at the national and | oca
| evel s, produce directories that pronote better communication, avoid duplication
of efforts, and pronote scientific and technical cooperation

25. A gradual process is recommended in the devel opnent of focal points.
Priority should be given to devel oping the national focal point to the

cl eari ng- house nechani sm acknow edging that it will be necessary at a later
stage to devel op subregional and regional focal points. The activities of the
regi onal focal points include training and joint research. The Regional foca
poi nts should al so deal with conmonalities in the region

26. Thematic focal points at the national, regional or subregional |evels
could be designated by the rel evant national focal points, regional or
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subr egi onal groups.

27. Nat i onal advi sory conmttees may be established to assist the nationa
focal points in establishing needs and priorities, as well as to nonitor the

i npact of the cl earing-house nmechani smon the inplenmentation of the Convention
at the national |evel.

I'V. CURRENT STATUS

28. An inportant feature of the operational framework is the identification of
three distinct conponents that constitute the conceptual basis of the activity
programe of the pilot phase. These are, first, the organizing and |inking of
information relevant to the inplenentation of the Convention; second, the
visualization of the information, which will facilitate the integration of

i nformati on from many disciplines and donains; and, third, the decision-support
function, which will consist of providing syntheses of global trends and
priorities identified by the Parties. These three concepts have been laid out
in detail in the note by the Executive Secretary on operation of the

cl eari ng- house nechanismto pronote and facilitate technical and scientific
cooperation, contained in docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/3/4. The inplenentation of the
pil ot phase during the period in question has therefore focused, inter alia, on
activities that enhance the value of existing information by inproving access to
that information on-line and, in particular, by devel opi ng ways of visualizing
the data and information to nmake it nore useful to those involved in the

deci si on- nmaki ng process.

29. A logo, illustrated bel ow, has been devel oped for the clearing-house
mechani smand its use is encouraged. This will create a distinct clearing-house
mechani smidentity for all clearing-house nmechanismactivities and rel evant

i nformati on sources, and will assist in the easy identification of focal points
on the Internet. The Conference of the Parties nmay wi sh to consider
recomending criteria for the use of the clearing-house nmechani sml ogo.

30. To date, 99 countries have officially designated their clearing-house
mechani sm nati onal focal point. The total nunber of subm ssions for the

cl eari ng- house nmechani smtechnical evaluation of clearing-house nechani sm

nati onal focal points is 54 from Contracting Parties. This corresponds to about
32 per cent of the 171 Contracting Parties. O these 54 subm ssions, 91 per
cent have access to a personal conputer, 69 per cent have email and 26 per cent
have an Internet site.
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A. Informal advisory conmittee

31. Inits decision I11/4, the third neeting of the Conference of the Parties
agreed that the clearing-house nmechani smshall be assisted in its functioning by
an informal advisory comrittee, constituted and coordi nated by the Executive
Secretary in a transparent manner, which will guide and integrate the

devel opnent of the pilot-phase activities and endeavour to ensure that al
Parties can participate in the pilot phase of the clearing-house nechani sm

32. The first prelimnary neeting of the Informal Advisory Committee took

pl ace during the third neeting of SBSTTA, 1-5 Septenber 1997, Montreal. The
terns of reference were considered for this Informal Advisory Conmittee by its
first neeting. The finalization of the terns of reference is in progress.

33. The following Contracting Parties participate in the Informal Advisory
Conmittee: Burkina Faso, Canada, Col onbia, Germany, Hungary, I|ndonesi a,

Jamai ca, Mal aysia, Malawi and Sl ovakia. The follow ng observers attend: BIN21,
BCI'S, 1ABIN and the Organi zation for Econom c Cooperation and Devel oprent

Wor ki ng Group on Bioinformatics.

34. The Informal Advisory Conmmittee will be fully involved in the further
devel opnent of the clearing-house nmechanismduring its pilot phase.

B. dearing-house nmechani sm brochure and newsl etter

35. The production of an informative cl earing-house nechani sm brochure is
consi dered necessary. Enploying both text and graphic el enments, the brochure
will aimto informa w de constituency about the ainms, scope and goals of the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm

36. Pursuant to decision Il11/4, the clearing-house nmechani smnewsletter is in
preparation. This electronic and non-el ectronic publication highlights the nost
i nportant features of the pilot phase of the clearing-house nmechanism The
first issue covers, inter alia, the results of the clearing-house nechani sm

regi onal wor kshops, the achievenents of the Informal Advisory Committee and the
significant devel opnents of the secretariat's Internet honme page.

C. Harnoni zation of informati on nanagenent of ot her
bi odi versity-rel ated agreenents

37. This project, currently being undertaken by WCMC, on behal f of the five

bi odi versity-rel ated convention secretariats and UNEP, to identify the potenti al
areas of synergy between the five conventions and to determine the practica
steps to achieve them The project concentrates on identifying practica
actions that will benefit all the secretariats, such as harnoni zed reporting
requi renents, managi ng i nformation hol di ngs, information support to subsidiary
bodi es, feedback to Parties and responding to information requests.
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D. Synergy with other biodiversity information initiatives

38. I nformati on managenent initiatives contributing to the clearing-house
mechani sm i ncl ude, besides national and regional efforts:

(a) The UNEP Bi odi versity Data Managenment Project (capacity-building);

(b) The Organisation for Econom c Cooperation and Devel opnent
Megasci ence subgroup on Bioinformatics and the G/ ENRM t opi ¢ wor ki ng group on
bi odi versity (information structure);

(c) BCl'S, a consortiumof global acting and biodiversity-rel ated
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons (i nformati on content and capacity-buil ding).

39. There is a need - both during the clearing-house nmechani sms pilot phase
and in the long-term- to establish a reliable biodiversity network of existing
and evolving institutions and initiatives which can serve the needs of Parties
to the Convention. This network is needed to facilitate and support the

i npl enentati on of the three objectives of the Convention. Mjor institutions
and initiatives are now starting to establish joint initiatives and consortia
covering certain aspects and fields in relation to the progranme areas of the
Convention. The opportunity should be taken to support and facilitate this
process of creating a joint biodiversity network with clearly identified and
shared responsibilities for such a globally owned network. To this end a

menor andum of under st andi ng between the major institutions will be needed after
t he cl eari ng-house nechani sm pil ot phase, in order clearly to identify,

har moni ze, and designate responsibilities of such a system A joint and

har moni zed approach of these evolving initiatives is therefore needed and wil|l
be initiated and devel oped to support and facilitate these processes.

40. These joint efforts are undertaken wi thin the gl obal approach of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, and focus on cooperation aspects, rather
than a bare information system Their function is to act in a facilitator
capacity, providing the infrastructure necessary for maki ng avail abl e and
accessi ble the content to be channelled fromthe support to the demand side.

41. Joi nt and harnoni zed approaches are also currently being discussed with
the United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate Change and the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious
Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa. G adual harnonization
will also be sought with other rel evant processes, in particular Agenda 21.
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E. Secretariat's conmunication infrastructure

42. Enhancenent of the secretariat's el ectronic conmmuni cation capacity has
been one of the mmin achievenents in 1997, through the establishment of a
network infrastructure serving individual working stations and archive servers.
Through a secure environnent (Firewall), adequate comuni cation tools (emai

and Internet access), software standards and continuous training, the

secretariat has reached a crucial step in the empowernent of its communication
infrastructure to provide an efficient service to the Parties to the Convention
Under the clearing-house nechanismunbrella and assi stance, a Wb server has
been created to strengthen the continuous access to the secretariat's activities

and information. Each main thene of the secretariat has nade available its

i nformation, including neeting announcenent and docunentation. In the neantine,
a clear communi cation strategy has been inplenmented through better information

structure (registry, filing systens, docunments archives), tools (Java

technol ogy, database, mapping) and organi zation (layout, structure) as the main
obj ectives. The ongoi ng achi evenents include: newsgroups and enai

conferencing (Listserv), on-line database access, search engi nes, docunentation
archi ves and CD- ROM devel opnent. The comuni cation strategy has focused its
efforts on facilitating access to the secretariat's information using al
existing Internet tools but also by producing a CD-ROM version of this

i nformation for non-connected users.

43. Faced with the wi de needs of the Parties, the clearing-house nmechani sm has
ext ended the avail abl e conmuni cation tools to enmpower the in-house experience,
know edge and capacities. Based on the reconmendations from consultations and
regi onal wor kshops, the clearing-house nechani smhas radically extended its
conmmuni cation tools in order to reach a wider range of users. The optim zation
of existing comruni cation tools has been one of the main priorities with:

(a) Access to a Listserv-hosting email newsletter, discussion groups and
emai | archives. This service is intended to encourage the discussion around
i ssues related to the Convention and to nmake accessible the secretariat archive
facilities to users without full Internet access;

(b) Availability of an on-1ine database on the world w de web (WW
(focal points, contacts, roster of experts) ;

(c) Creation of a WWVsearch engi ne enhancing the Internet-search for
i ssues related to the Convention; and

(d) Availability of a CD-ROMversion for users w thout |Internet access.

44. In order to reach a wide range of users the clearing-house nmechanismis
providing nost of its official neeting docunmentation in the six official

| anguages, through a wi de range of communication tools such as Internet tools
(VWAV Gopher, FTP, Newsgroup and Listserv facilities) and is planning also to use
other tools, such as CD-ROMtechnol ogies, in various conpatible formats (HTM
and PDF).
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45. For conpatibility and harnoni zati on reasons, the clearing-house

mechani sms information is avail able on each platformusing such comon
standards as HTM. and PDF formats. This sustai nable comunication strategy will
all ow any user to access the information fromthe cl eari ng-house nechani sm

V. CLEARI NG HOUSE MECHANI SM REA ONAL WORKSHOPS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS

46. d eari ng- house nechani smregi onal workshops were held in 1997 and will be
held in 1998, with a viewto attaining a clear definition of country and
regional -1 evel scientific and technical information needs and priorities
identified and nodalities to deliver informati on and eval uate nationa
capacities for the inplenmentation of the Convention. Such workshops revi ew
experience in scientific and technical cooperation in support of the objectives
of the Convention, in order to identify ways by which the clearing-house
mechani sm can best facilitate such cooperation

47. Regi onal wor kshops were held from 13 to 15 Cctober 1997, in Cartagena de

I ndias (Col onbia), for the Latin Anerican and the Cari bbean Region, from?27 to
29 Cctober 1997, in Goedéel | 6e (Hungary), for the Central and Eastern European
Region, and from3 to 5 Decenber 1997, in Kuala Lunmpur (Ml aysia), for the Asian
Regi on. The African Regi onal Wrkshop is planned to be held on 5 to 7 March
1998. A second round of regional workshops are envisaged to be held during 1998,
in order to pronote attaining a clearer definition of country and region-Ievel
scientific and technical information needs and priorities.

48. The regi onal workshops nmade general considerations and recommendati ons and
specific regional reconmendati ons and recomendati ons on information content,

i nformati on structure and capacity-building for the clearing-house nechani sm
Only a selection of their findings could be presented in this report. The ful
reports of the cl earing-house mechani smregi onal workshops can be found in
docunment UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ | nf . 6.

A.  Ceneral considerations and recomrendati ons arising
fromthe regi onal workshops:

49. In its operation, the clearing-house nechani smshould reflect decision
[11/4 of the Conference of the Parties, which stated that the clearing-house
mechani sm shoul d be clearly focused on the inplenentation of the Convention

50. Informati on systens are an inportant conponent of the clearing-house
mechani sm  Anong ot her services which the clearing-house nmechani sm shoul d
provide are to identify and assess user needs at the national, regional and
gl obal levels; cross-sectoral considerations could al so be taken into account.

51. The cl eari ng- house nechani sm shoul d be needs-driven and based on an
assessnment of needs for technical and scientific cooperation by potential user
groups.
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52. Benefits of the clearing-house nechani sminclude better data for

deci si on- naki ng, support faster access to existing know edge, pronote technica
and scientific conmunication and avoid duplication of efforts, allow additiona
conpari sons anong exi sting data and generation of new information, and a nore
effective and efficient inplenmentation of the Convention, requiring, inter alia,
access to netadata and databases, information technol ogy, institutiona

st rengt heni ng, human resources and trai ning.

53. Data used for the clearing-house nmechani smneed to be organized,
standardi zed and nmade available, in order that they may be integrated,
interpreted and sunmarized accordi ng to needs.

54. Onnership of all information made avail abl e through the cl earing-house
mechani smshall remain with the provider of the information. Restrictions to
access may exist according to terns and conditions agreed upon with the

provi der.

55. Benefits should be shared with the providers of the information
especially information related to the use of traditional know edge, innovations
and practices of |ocal and indigenous comunities, in accordance with Article 8
(j) of the Convention.

56. I nformati on exchange shoul d take advantage of information technol ogy
including, inter alia, the use of the Internet, CD ROW and diskettes.

57. Fi nanci al resources need to be nade avail able to support the

i npl enent ati on of the clearing-house nmechani sm through bilateral and
multilateral funding institutions and other international donors. The d oba
Environnent Facility (GEF), as the interimfinancial mechanism should maintain
a range of funding options that are flexible and that neet national needs and

the requirenents of decision I11/4, as well as those of recommendation I11/6 of
SBSTTA.
58. Beyond the exchange of information, the secretariat focal point of the

cl eari ng- house nechani sm should play a role in identifying technol ogies that are
required by Contracting Parties to fulfil their obligations under the
Convention. It should facilitate the transfer of such technologies to the
Contracting Party concerned and facilitate al so the building of capacity in the
reci pient country to use the transferred technology. In addition, it should
facilitate the further devel opnment of such technology in the recipient country
where necessary and possi bl e.

B. I nformati on Cont ent

59. At the multilateral, regional, subregional and bilateral |evels, the
content of the clearing-house nechani smshould include the follow ng el enents:

(a) The content of national strategies, programes and plans, and al so,
but without being restricted to, the full text of the Convention
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(b) Informati on on the country studies, national strategies and reports,
including, inter alia, case studies and practi ces;

(c) Qopportunities for international, regional and nultilatera
cooper ati on;

(d) Nati onal information on other international and regional treaties
related to biological diversity of which the country is a nmenber; and

(e) Case studies referring to activities related to the inplenentation
of the Conventi on.

60. The contents of the clearing-house nechanismat the secretariat's foca
poi nt could include information on the Convention on Biological Diversity
(summary information could al so be provided as appropriate); a glossary of
terns; information on national focal points; thematic focal points; financial
resources; enabling activities; and a hel p desk.
61. The content of the clearing-house nechanismat the national |evel may
i ncl ude, but not necessarily be limted to, the follow ng aspects, depending on
national priorities and capacities:

(a) Country profile;

(b) International activities;

(c) Transl ati on of Conference of the Parties and SBSTTA docunents and
resolutions into the | anguage of the country;

(d) Interpretation (national and non-technical |anguage) of al
resol uti ons and opportunities;

(e) Nati onal strategy, action plans, activities, and eval uations;
(f) Nati onal |egislation

(9) I nternational agreenents;

(h) Scientific information;

(1) Technol ogi cal infornmation;

(j) Research results;

(k) Servi ces;

(1) Hel p desk;

(m Bi odi versity information and practi ces;
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(n) Threats to biological diversity;
(o) Directory of institutions and experts;

(p) Econom ¢ val uation of biodiversity and incentives for its
sust ai nabl e use;

(q) Markets and trade of goods and services related to biodiversity;
(r) Envi ronnent al inpact assessnment and nanagenent; and

(s) Services including training, surveys, technol ogy experts or other
specialities.

62. Partici pants considered that thematic focal points could provide

i nformati on on special topics and priority issues of the Convention, such as
mari ne and coastal biological diversity, terrestrial biological diversity,

bi osafety, access to genetic resources, intellectual property rights, technol ogy
transfer and devel opnment, threatened species, traditional and indi genous

know edge, agricultural biological diversity and inland waters.

63. One el enent of the content of all focal points should be a directory of
nmet a- dat abases which are of global interest and relevant to the Convention

64. In order to pronote scientific and technical cooperation at the nationa
and regional |evel, conmmon needs and priorities fromother parties should be
clearly identified. Exanples at the regional |evel includes shared ecosystens,
m gratory species and invasive species; also informati on about markets,

bi ol ogi cal collections, maps and satellite i mages, clean technol ogies, training
opportunities and fundi ng sources.

C. Information structure

65. A gradual process is recommended in the devel opnent of the focal points.
Priority should be given to devel oping the national focal point to the

cl eari ng- house nechani sm acknow edging that it will be necessary at a later
stage to devel op subregi onal and regional focal points to the clearing-house
mechani sm Activities of the regional focal points include training and joint
research. The regional focal point should also deal with commonalties in the
regi on.

66. It may be desirable that the clearing-house mechani smnational focal point
be in the sane institution designated as the Convention on Biological Diversity
focal point. Participants noted that the multiplicity of focal points may
create coordination problens for sone countries.
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67. Thematic focal points at the national, regional or subregional |evels
could be designated by the relevant national focal points, regional or
subregional groups. It is recommended to the Conference of the Parties at its

next neeting to establish criteria and guidelines for the selection of globa
thematic focal points and the role of such global thematic focal points.

68. It was deened necessary that the clearing-house nmechani sm national foca
poi nt have access to the Internet and email, to CD-ROM and fax facilities.
69. Further discussion of custodianship and responsibility of information and

dat a made avail abl e t hrough the cl earing-house nmechani sm was deened necessary.

70. In addition to the designated national |anguage the use of the English
| anguage to facilitate the exchange of information between the clearing-house
mechani sm focal points was reconmended.

71. The organi zation of the Convention information in the clearing-house
mechani sm coul d use a common format, where the orderly sequence of the articles
of the text of the Convention could be followed; alternatively, the sequence of
the three objectives of the Convention could be considered.

72. The secretariat should assist in |inking the non-connected cl earing-house
mechani snf nati onal focal points to the world w de web.

73. Nati onal focal points of the clearing-house nechani smshould facilitate
access to information, conduct surveys of information needs and infornmation
providers at the national and local |evels, produce directories that pronote
better comunication, avoid duplication of efforts, and pronote scientific and
techni cal cooperation

74. Nati onal advisory conmttees could be established to assist the nationa
focal points in establishing needs and priorities, as well as to nonitor the

i npact of the cl earing-house nmechani smon the inplenmentation of the Convention
at the national |evel.

75. In order to facilitate the exchange of ideas and experiences in the

devel opnent of the clearing-house nmechanismit is proposed to establish a

cl eari ng- house nmechani sm national focal point email group, including the current
171 national focal points, noderated by the secretariat.

76. To inprove synergy with regard to information exchange with rel at ed
conventions (e.g., the Convention on the Conservation of Mgratory Species of
WIld Aninmals, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
WI!d Fauna and Flora (CITES), the Convention on Wetlands of Internationa

| mportance, especially as Waterfow Habitat (Ransar)Convention, the United
Nati ons Convention to Conbat Desertification, the Framework Convention on

i mate Change and ot her information managenent initiatives, the avoi dance of
duplication of efforts is reconmended.
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D. Capacity-buil ding

77. In order to pronote and facilitate cooperati on between Parties for
i npl enenting the Convention, capacity-building in areas concerning its three
obj ectives is needed.

78. In addition, the clearing-house nmechanism in conpliance with paragraph 3
of Article 18, should not only enhance capacity in data nanagenent, but al so
assist Parties to prioritize country-driven areas of research, education and
training. This increasing scientific, technical and technol ogical capacity
shoul d pronote both North-South and Sout h- Sout h cooperation

79. Cooperation in capacity-building should include, but not be limted to
human resource devel oprment in information technol ogi es and nanagenent for
pronmoting and facilitating cooperation and ot her capacity-buildi ng needs for
pronmoting and facilitating cooperation; institutional strengthening; information
t echnol ogi es and managenent; rel ationshi ps; and other aspects of institutiona

st rengt heni ng.

80. A cl earing-house nmechani smnational focal point needs assessnent for a

cl eari ng- house nechani sm"start-up kit" should be conducted. A needs analysis
could include one or nore of the following: inventory of existing sites, a
techni cal questionnaire, structured interviews, and workshops. It was
recommended that this prototype be devel oped, be tested at regional clearing-
house mechani sm wor kshops and expert neetings, and be nade avail able to Parties
who may wish to test it. At the country level, the devel opnent could be

supervi sed by a steering group and inplenented by a working group with
appropriate expertise. The content of such a tool-kit could conprise the
following: Wrld Wde Web authoring tools, including public domain or
commer ci al products to devel op a website; standard "front end" pages; conmon
material (link to official Convention sites, etc.); standard format for nationa
reports; tutorial material. The secretariat would keep the tool-kit up to date.

81. Adequat e trai ning on current information managenent, including software
and hardware shoul d be considered. Training can be provided in country or in
the formof "Training of the trainers”. The objective is to raise the |evel of

expertise not only for those del egated to inplenment the national clearing-house
mechani sm but al so their coll eagues. Also a choice of training methods woul d
need to be made, or even a conbination of methods, depending on the

ci rcunst ances and needs. In addition to basic training, second-level advanced
training is needed, including on the application of database-web and geographic
i nformati on systemweb interconnectivity. Training could be provided by an
organi zation or organi zations that neet specified criteria, such as: provision
of in-country training on the Internet, including the Wrl d-Wde Wb,
under st andi ng Convention on Biological Diversity and cl eari ng-house nechani sm

i ssues; training experience in closely related areas; and the ability to provide
support services (including distance |earning).



UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ 8

Page 18
82. It is proposed that the secretariat facilitate nodalities to support those
Parties without full Internet access, preparing and di sseni nating updated

i nformati on on CD-ROM or diskettes, either periodically (e.g., quarterly) or as
requi red, and rendering assistance to those Parties in the dissem nation of
appropriate information. Support would be needed in such areas as: publishing
(paper, CD-ROM etc.), distribution, external WWVhost (CBD- clearing-house
mechani s, email, newsgroups, bulletin boards, external publisher, data
managenent and dat a- basi ng.

83. The use of the cl earing-house nmechanismw |l be facilitated if priority is
given to ease of use, through intuitive interfaces, appropriate indexing and
search capabilities and m nimal nunber of |ayers of information

84. Significant efforts should be nade on initial pronotion (nationally and
internationally) to raise awareness in order to encourage national focal points
to plan the devel opnent of their clearing-house nechani sns.

85. It is also inportant to encourage and nonitor feedback fromusers of the
cl eari ng- house nechanismto ensure that it neets their needs. This will prove
very useful in setting priorities. Some kind of question and answer forum could
al so prove useful. This will also involve nmaintaining contact with the
secretariat to ensure that the clearing-house mechanismis developing in line

wi th current decisions of the Conference of Parties and other players.

E. dearing-house nmechani sm nodul e under the enabling
activities of the GEF

86. Several clearing-house nmechani sm partners have proposed the devel opnent of
an | nternet-based training package as part of the inplenmentation of decisions
[1/3 and 111/4. 1t is planned that the secretariat will coordi nate and assi st
the national focal points in the devel opnent and eval uati on of these training
materials, and report on the results at the fourth neeting of the SBSTTA. It is

envi saged that eligible national focal points for the clearing-house nechani sm
wi Il be supported in their efforts through the provision of elenentary hardware
and software equi prent by the financial nmechanism enabling |Internet
connectivity of designated national focal points for the clearing-house
nmechani sm

87. The Conference of the Parties requested the GEF to support the activities
referred to in decision Il1/4 as critical conponents in the inplenentation of

t he cl eari ng-house nechanismat the national, subregional and regional |evels,
including in the pilot phase.

88. At its third neeting, the Conference of the Parties further requested CGEF
to inplenment its revised operational criteria for enabling activities in
relation to the clearing-house nechani sm
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89. The need for capacity-building for the purposes of the clearing-house
mechani sm nust be encouraged i n devel opi ng countries, including training on

i nformati on systens technologies that will allow devel oping countries to take
advant age of the recent devel opnments in electronic communication, including the
I nternet.

90. The advant ages of country-driven pilot projects focused on priority areas
identified by the Conference of Parties would enabl e devel opi ng countries to
begin to inplenment the main features of the pilot phase of the clearing-house
mechani sm

91. CGEF provides under its enabling activities programe a country-1|evel
support to the national inplenentation of the clearing-house nechanism  Support
can be obtained by eligible Parties through one of the three inplenenting
agenci es of the CEF.

F. dearing-house nmechani smwork programe within
and beyond the pil ot phase

92. The Conference of the Parties is invited to take note of SBSTTA
recommendation I11/6, concerning the inplenmentation of the pilot phase of the
cl eari ng- house nmechani sm (contained in the report of the third neeting of
SBSTTA, docunent UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/2). Reference with respect to recommendati ons
for guidance to the financial nmechanismin its relationship to the clearing-
house nmechanismis also dealt with in the SBSTTA report.

93. A nunber of other elenents of the proposed |onger-term programre of work,
to be considered under other itens of the agenda of the neeting, will have an

i npact on the mandate of and the support by the clearing-house nmechanism The
foll owi ng docunents prepared for the fourth nmeeting contain recomendations to
the Conference of the Parties in respect of the role of the clearing-house
mechani sm and therefore have inplications for the work programe and the
proposed budget of the clearing-house nechanism inland waters

(UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ 4), marine and coastal biol ogical diversity (UNEP/ CBDY COP/4/5),
agricultural biological diversity (UNEP/ CBDY COP/4/6), forest biologica
diversity (UNEP/ CBDY COP/4/7), inmplenentation of Article 8 (j) and rel ated
provi si ons (UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/ 10), incentive measures (UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 4/18), benefit-
sharing (UNEP/ CBDY COP/ 4/21). The future protocol on safety in biotechnol ogy
wi || have information exchange requirenments which may inpact on the clearing-
house mechanism The inplenentation of these other parts of the overall work
programme will entail the need for additional allocations to the budget of
approxi mately $100, 000 per annum plus an additional professional post in the
cl eari ng- house nmechani smunit of the secretariat.

94. In order to performthe tasks and rol es proposed in the clearing-house
mechani sm wor k programme, appropriate allocations in the budget of the Genera
Trust Fund for the Convention on Biological Diversity will be necessary for the
bi enni um 1999- 2000. These include resources for staff and support to the

cl eari ng- house nechani sm additional to the | evels approved for the current
period (decision I11/24). Financial and human resources are needed for
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cl eari ng- house nechani smactivities, travel of staff, purchase of hardware and
software; public awareness materials, such as the clearing-house nmechani sm
brochure and newsletters, and other activities needed to build an effective
networ k of focal points and partners. The work programe indicates the

i nplications for the budget, which are also reflected in the proposed budget of
the Trust Fund of the Convention (document UNEP/ CBD/ COP/ 4/ 25) .

95. The Conference of the Parties is invited to adopt the foll ow ng work
programe, drawn up on the basis of the recommendati ons of the third neeting of
SBSTTA and other activities identified by the secretariat. The draft work
programme is contained in Annex 1 to this report.

The Conference of the Parti es,

1. Adopts recommendation I11/6 of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific,
Techni cal and Technol ogi cal Advice as part of the work programme of the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm

2. Requests CGovernnents and bilateral and nultilateral funding institutions
to provide funding for the further devel opnent and inpl enmentation of
t he cl eari ng-house nechani sm including support for regional clearing-
house mechani sm wor kshops;

3. Requests Parties to devel op concrete exanples of best practices in the
use of the clearing-house nechanism Such information could include
access to expertise on the inplenmentation of the Convention's
obj ectives and of decisions of the Conference of the Parties, as well
as advice on the best ways and nmeans to pronote and facilitate
scientific and technol ogi cal cooperation anong the Parties, in
particul ar with devel oping country Parties, and should be nade
available in print and el ectronic forns;

4. Requests those Parties with access to the Internet to link their
nati onal cl earing-house mechani sm hone page to the secretariat's
cl eari ng- house nechani sm hone page, where possible, and further
requests the Executive Secretary and partners to coll aborate on the
provi sion of advice to Parties and others on, inter alia, the necessary
| ay- out and system specifications;

5. Recogni zes the urgent need for the private sector to be involved in the
cl eari ng- house nechani smactivities to ensure that the facilitation and
promotion of the transfer of technol ogy neet the needs of Contracting
Parti es;

6. Endorses the need to establish a reliable network of existing and
evol ving biodiversity institutions and initiatives which can serve the
needs and demands of Parties, not only during the pilot phase but al so
in the long-term
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7. Agrees to use a common format under which the orderly sequence of the
Articles of the Convention should be followed; alternatively the
sequence of the three objectives of the Convention could be considered
as the organizing format for information in the clearing-house
mechani sm

8. Agrees that the clearing-house nechani smshall also act as the clearing-
house mechani smfor the future protocol on biosafety;

9. Requests the d obal Environnment Facility:

(a) To play the role of major catalyst in the full devel opnment and
i npl enent ati on of the clearing-house nmechanism so that this can ful fi
its role in pronoting and facilitating the inplenmentation of the
Convention, in a participatory manner and fully incorporating avail abl e
nodern i nformati on and conmuni cati on tools;

(b) To support capacity-building activities and country-driven
pilot projects focused on priority areas, as critical conmponents in the
i npl enent ati on of the clearing-house nmechani smat the national
subregi onal and regional |evels, both during and after the pilot phase;

(c) To continue to provide, under its enabling activities
programe, support at the country level to the inplenentation of the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm includi ng support to such categories of
activities as regional workshops, regional efforts, subregional and
nati onal studies and training materials, and to strengthen nationa
bi ol ogi cal diversity informati on systens and networks and their |inkage to
t he cl eari ng- house nechani sm

10. Instructs the Executive Secretary:

(a) To inmplenent a list-server with all officially designated
cl eari ng- house nechani sm national focal points and other partners for the
pur pose of dissem nating information on new and recent devel opnents
regardi ng the cl eari ng-house nmechanism at either the national, regiona
or international |evel;

(b) To act as a focal point, during and after the pilot phase, to
encour age the devel opnent of a network of partners and to support these in
devel opi ng specific training for the effective participation of users in
t he cl eari ng- house network;

(c) To ensure that the clearing-house mechani sm shoul d be
continuously assisted in its functioning by the Informal Advisory
Conmittee, to provide guidance, to ensure that all Parties participate in
t he cl earing-house nechanismafter its pilot phase, and to play a ful
role in the further devel opnent of the clearing-house nechani sm

(d) To enabl e the work of the clearing-house nmechani smat the
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international level to focus on identifying thematic focal points and to
be linked to the activities at the national and regional |evels;

(e) To facilitate the principal role of the secretariat of
providing a gateway and enabling access to the clearing-house nechani sm
networ k, and of making available information arising fromthe
secretariat's own functions as outlined in Article 24 of the Convention

(f) To assist in ensuring that the inplenmentation of Articles 16
(Transfer of and Access to Technol ogy), 17 (Information Exchange) and 18
(Scientific and Technical Cooperation) is facilitated by the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm

(9) To produce an informative and w dely di ssem nated cl eari ng-
house mechani sm brochure and newsl etter to increase awareness of the
activities of the clearing-house nechani sm

(h) To inmprove synergy in regard to information exchange wth
ot her biodiversity-related conventions and ongoi ng international or
supranational information initiatives, in order to encourage and optini ze
cooperation and col |l aboration with other conventions and agreenents;

(1) To identify those activities and organi zati ons whi ch coul d
support the clearing-house nechanism and to provide appropriate advice to
t he Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice at
its fourth neeting;

(j) To contribute to the harnonization of the information
managenent of other biodiversity-related treaties and to continue to
di scuss the possibilities of joint and harnoni zed approaches with the
United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate Change and the United
Nati ons Convention to Conbat Desertification in those Countries
Experienci ng Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in
Africa,;

(k) To facilitate nodalities to support those Parties w thout ful
I nternet access, preparing and dissemnating to them updated i nformation
on CD-ROM or diskettes, either periodically (e.g. quarterly) or as
required, and facilitating the dissem nation of appropriate information by
those Parti es;

(1) To produce an initial CD ROM containing necessary CBD-rel ated
information, as well as a "start-up kit" for national focal points to
build their national clearing-house nechani smfocal points;

(m To undertake an i ndependent review of the pilot phase of the
cl eari ng- house nechani sm starting at the end of 1998, to be presented to
t he Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technol ogi cal Advice for
its consideration at its fifth neeting."



