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CONSIDERATION OF OPTIONS FOR CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE
USE OF BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY IN DRYLAND, MEDITERRANEAN,

ARID, SEMI-ARID, GRASSLAND AND SAVANNAH ECOSYTEMS

Possible elements for a joint work programme between the Secretariat
of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Secretariat of the
Convention to Combat Desertification on the biological diversity of

dry and sub-humid lands

Note by the Executive Secretary

I. BACKGROUND

1. The Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity,
in its decision IV/16, decided that dryland, Mediterranean, arid, semi-arid,
grassland and savannah ecosystems will be one of the three items for in-depth
consideration at its fifth meeting.

2. At its fifth meeting, the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice (SBSTTA), prepared a programme of work on the biological
diversity of dryland, Mediterranean, arid, semi-arid, grassland and savannah
ecosystems for the consideration of the Conference of the Parties at its fifth
meeting (recommendation V/8, annex) and recommended that the Conference of the
Parties should request the Executive Secretary to collaborate with the
Secretariat of the Convention to Combat Desertification in the implementation
of the programme of work, including through the development of a joint work
programme between the two conventions.

                                                      
* UNEP/CBD/COP/5/1. 

3. In compliance with the decisions mentioned above and, in particular with
decision IV/15 of the Conference of the Parties, the secretariats of the two
conventions signed a Memorandum of Cooperation in July 1998, which addresses
institutional cooperation, exchange of information and experiences,
coordination of programmes of work, joint actions, liaison arrangements and
consultation, reporting and further guidance.

4. Further to this, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention to
Combat Desertification in its decision 13/COP.1 and decision 8/COP.2 requested
the Secretariat of the Convention to Combat Desertification to pursue the
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development of synergies and collaboration with the other Rio conventions, in
particular the Convention on Biological Diversity, in support of the
implementation of the Convention to Combat Desertification. The Secretariat
of the Convention to Combat Desertification presented to its Conference of the
Parties at its third session details on ways and means of exploring further
existing synergies in implementation between the environmental conventions, in
particular the Convention on Biological Diversity, while addressing the
scientific and technical linkages between desertification and biodiversity,
climate change, forests and wetlands. The Conference of the Parties, at its
third session, through decision 17/COP.3 requested the Executive Secretary of
the Convention to Combat Desertification to continue consultations with the
executive secretaries of other relevant conventions, in particular the
Convention on Biological Diversity, and to give special attention to the
ongoing initiatives with the Convention on Biological Diversity in the
programme of work on the biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands.

5. Within the framework of the Memorandum of Cooperation between the two
conventions, in particular its article 3, which provides that the two
secretariats will exchange their annual work programmes to identify those
areas where collaboration and coordination would be advantageous, and develop
a joint work programme for these activities, the two secretariats have
prepared the following elements for a joint work programme for the
consideration of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity at its fifth meeting.

6. Without anticipating any decision by the Conference of the Parties on
the proposed programme of work on dry and sub-humid lands, the purpose of the
present note is to give the Conference of the Parties the opportunity to
provide guidance to the Executive Secretary in developing a joint work
programme with the Secretariat of the Convention to Combat Desertification,
taking into account, as appropriate, the elements proposed below.

II. POSSIBLE ELEMENTS FOR A JOINT WORK PROGRAMME

7. Three elements presented here for a joint work programme are based upon
the format and the content of the draft programme of work on dry and sub-humid
lands, as recommended by SBSTTA at its fifth meeting. At its fifth meeting,
SBSTTA also recommended a reporting framework. Therefore, the proposed
elements are listed under three headings:

(a) Assessments;

(b) Targeted actions; and

(c) Joint reporting.

8. The joint work programme will benefit from ongoing activities under the
both conventions as well as from other agreements and programmes. Not all
activities of the programme of work as prepared by SBSTTA would necessarily be
addressed in this first phase (2000–2002). The activities selected are those
in which maximum synergy might be expected by joint or shared action of the
two secretariats.

A. Assessments

9. In the draft programme of work as developed by SBSTTA, six activities
are proposed under the heading of assessments addressing:
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(a) Activity 1: Assessment of the status and trends of biodiversity
in dry and sub-humid lands and the effectiveness of conservation measures;

(b) Activity 2: Identification of specific areas of value and/or
under threat;

(c) Activity 3: Further development of indicators of the biological
diversity of dry and sub-humid lands and its loss, for use in the assessment
of status and trends;

(d) Activity 4: Building knowledge on ecosystem functioning;

(e) Activity 5: Identification of local and global benefits of
biodiversity and socio-economic impacts of its loss; and

(f) Activity 6: Identification and dissemination of best management
practices.

10. For the first phase of joint work programme, it is proposed that greater
emphasis will be placed on activities 1, 2 and 3, as, to a certain extent,
progress on these activities is required to facilitate work on activities 4,
5 and 6.

11. The following specific elements are proposed for the joint work
programme:

(a) Element A1: First assessment:

(i) A1.1: Review past and on-going activities of both the Convention
on Biological Diversity and the Convention to Combat
Desertification in these areas, and through jointly agreed
procedures, assess them and identify overlaps and/or gaps;

(ii) A1.2: Compile from existing relevant sources including national
reports, national biological diversity strategies and action plans
(NBSAPs), and country studies prepared in the context of the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Convention to Combat
Desertification, as well as from case-studies, and other material
provided by focal points (see activities under section B),
information on: the status and trends of biodiversity in dry and
sub-humid lands; the effectiveness of existing conservation
measures; areas considered to be of particular value or under
threat; the benefits derived from biodiversity in dry and sub-
humid lands, and the socio-economic consequences of its loss; and
on best management practices including innovation, knowledge and
practices of indigenous and local communities;

(iii) A1.3: Disseminate this information to national focal points and
other stakeholders, inter alia, through the clearing-house
mechanism.

(b) Element A2: Development of assessment tools:

A2.1: With the assistance of a liaison group of experts drawn
from the rosters of experts under the Convention on Biological
Diversity and the Convention to Combat Desertification, identify,
drawing upon, inter alia, the information compiled through element
A1 above:
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a. Draft criteria to faciliate the identification of lands of
particular value or under threat;

b. Develop indicators of the status and trends of the
biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands.

B. Targeted actions

12. In the draft programme of work as developed by SBSTTA, three activities
are proposed under the heading of targeted actions:

(a) Activity 7: Promotion of specific measures for the conservation
and sustainable use of the biological diversity of dry and sub-humid lands;

(b) Activity 8: Promotion of responsible resource management, at
appropriate levels, applying the ecosystem approach, through an enabling
policy environment; and

(c) Activity 9: Support for sustainable livelihoods.

13. Each activity has a number of sub-activities. In the first phase of the
joint work programme, the secretariats would give emphasis on sub-activities
7 (f) (Economic valuation), 7 (i) (Facilitation and improvement of the
availability, accessibility and exchange of information), and 8 (d)
(Promotion of responsible resource management, applying the ecosystem
approach, taking advantage of existing and relevant sectoral plans and
policies), and activity (Support for sustainable livelihoods).

14. Most of these activities, which should be implemented in parallel with
the assessment activities, fall in the remit of Party responsibilities with
regard to their implementation. Coordination of implementation of the
multilateral environmental conventions is essential at the national and local
levels, where it is possible to make a significant difference, and where
tangible benefits are demonstrable. The elements proposed in this section of
the joint work programme include joint or shared activities of the two
secretariats that aim to facilitate national and local action.

15. The following specific elements are proposed for the joint work
programme:

(a) Element B1: Facilitating consultation, coordination and
information sharing, within countries, to promote concerted action:

(i) B1.1: Inform both conventions' focal points and lead institutions
of the objectives of the programme of work on the biodiversity of
dry and sub-humid lands under the Convention on Biological
Diversity, and of opportunities for synergies in the
implementation of the two Conventions, and encourage the
respective focal points and lead institutions to identify further
opportunities for synergies, and to document such cases;

(ii) B1.2: Prepare guidelines for national focal points and lead
institutions, to integrate, as appropriate, the objectives of the
programme of work on biodiversity in dry and sub-humid lands into
national action programmes and country level implementation
frameworks under the Convention to Combat Desertification;
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(b) Element B2: Promoting regional and international networks:

(i) B2.1: Integrate, as appropriate, the objectives of the programme
of work on biodiversity in dry and sub-humid lands into the
existing subregional action programme frameworks under the
Convention to Combat Desertification;

(ii) B2.2: Inform national, subregional, regional and international
organizations (such as the Inter-State Committee on Drought
Control in the Sahel (CILSS) and the Intergovernmental Authority
on Development (IGAD)) of the objectives of the programme of work
under the Convention on Biological Diversity on the biodiversity
of dry and sub-humid lands, and seek opportunities for synergies
in the implementation of the two conventions, and invite them to
identify further opportunities for synergies, and to document such
cases;

(iii) B2.3: Invite national, subregional, regional and international
organizations to assist in the establishment of an international
network of designated demonstration sites, to facilitate the
sharing of information and experience in the implementation of the
Programme of work on biodiversity in dry and sub-humid lands;

(c) Element B3: Encourage and support the development of policies
that promote participatory decision making practices, as well as the best
combination of scientific and traditional knowledge, in the sustainable and
multiple use of biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands, as well as the
diversification of means of production, in support of local livelihoods:

(i) B3.1: Prepare methodological tools to facilitate the programming
of local level initiatives that contribute to the implementation
of both conventions;

(ii) B3.2: Prepare guidelines for the application of the ecosystem
approach in support of sustainable livelihoods in of dry and sub-
humid lands;

(d) Element B4: Information exchange:

(i) B4.1: Develop an outline for joint case-studies on successful
management of biodiversity in dry and sub-humid lands, and solicit
such case-studies from national focal points, relevant networks
and organizations, including those referred to above;

(ii) B4.2: Prepare compilations of case-studies and lessons learned;

(iii) B4.3: Establish links between and, as appropriate, develop joint
pages for, the websites of the two conventions.

C. Joint reporting

16. The draft programme of work under the Convention on Biological
Diversityon the biodiversity of dry and sub-humid lands includes a reporting
framework that makes provision for joint reporting. Therefore, the following
activity is proposed:
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Element C: Harmonized formats of reporting

C1: The two secretariats will seek to identify harmonized formats of
reporting in compliance with their respective obligations. Joint
reporting will be in line with the provisions in the programme of work
under the Convention on Biological Diversity on the biodiversity of dry
and sub-humid lands, as well as the ongoing work to harmonize reporting
under the Convention with that of the other biodiversity-related
conventions.
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