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INTRODUCTION
A. Background

1 In its decision V1/18, the Conference of the Parties urged the Executive Secretary to convene
additional capacity-building workshops at the national, subregional and regiona levels referred to in
decision V/14 for clearing-house mechanism activities and training in support of nationa capacities to
implement the Convention. Furthermore, the clearing-house mechanism, having successfully completed
its information-exchange phase, is now able to focus on the promotion of technical and scientific
cooperation, with an emphasis on capacity-building initiatives.

2 The Santa Cruz Summit of the Americas meeting of Heads of State, held in Santa Cruz de la
Sierra, Bolivia, from 7 to 8 December 1996, established the Inter-American Biodiversity Information
Network (IABIN) to provide the networking information infrastructure (such as formats, protocols and
standards) and biodiversity-information content required by the countries of the Americas to improve
education and decison-making, particularly for issues at the interface of human development and
biodiversity conservation and sustainable use.

3 Within its programme of work, the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network seeks to
provide the capacity to address critical issues at aregional level such asinvasive alien species, migratory
birds, amphibian declines, and the spread of diseases, among others.

4 Accordingly, the Executive Secretary and the IABIN Executive Council have organized the
present meeting to provide countries of the region with an opportunity to express their needs and
expectations with regard to efforts by the clearing-house mechanism and the Inter-American
Biodiversity Information Network to promote and facilitate technica and scientific cooperation,
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particularly in collaboration with established international thematic focal points and other relevant
internationd initiatives and organizations

5 The organization of the meeting also responds to the recommendation of the informal advisory
committee for the clearing-house mechanism, made at its meetings of 11 March 2001, 11 November
2001, 10 April 2002 and 9 March 2003, that the Executive Secretary should focus on the use of the
clearing-house mechanism to promote technical and scientific cooperation, particularly within the
programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the Convention, including invasive alien species, the Global
Taxonomy Initiative (GTI), coastal and marine biodiversity and the ecosystem approach.

6. The mesting further supports recommendations made during the sixth meeting of the Subsidiary
Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA), particularly recommendation V1/4,
paragraph 22, which called for the clearing-house mechanisms to be used to facilitate scientific and
technica cooperation.

B. Attendance

7. Parties the Convention on Biological Diversity in the Latin America and Caribbean region,
participants in the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network, and those countries in the
Americas that are members of the Globa Biodiversity Information Facility, wereinvited to nominate
experts qudified in the fields of management of clearing-house mechanism issues, information-sharing
systems, biodiversity-information networks and database-management, and/or experience with the
clearing-house mechanism, the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network, and/or the Global
Biodiversity Information Facility. Nominations were requested from the national foca points for the
Convention on Biological Diversity and the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network
respectively on 9 July 2003. In response to that invitation, participants from the following countries were
nominated by their respective focal points and attended the meeting: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Bahamas, Bdlize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Saint
Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America, Venezuda and Uruguay.

8 Representatives of the following governmental, bilateral donor and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations participated in the meeting as observers and/or resource persons.

€)] Intergovernmental organizations active in information-exchange and technical and
scientific cooperation issues: Caribbean Regiond Coordinating Unit of UNEP, Commission for
Environmental Cooperation (CEC), Globa Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF), Integrated
Taxonomic Information System (ITIS), Organization of American States (OAS), United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and the World Conservation Monitoring
Centre (UNEP-WCMC), World Bank/Globa Environment Facility.

(b) Governmental organizations Instituto del Medio Ambiente y el Desarrollo Sustentable
del Estado de Sonora, Mexico (IMADES), National Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII) (USA),
Smithsonian Institution, United States Department of Energy Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

(c) Non-governmental  organizations: AndinoNet, BioNet International BirdLife
International, Centro de Referéncia em Informagdo Ambiental (CRIA), ECOSUR (Mexico), Ingtituto de
Ecologia (Mexico), InBio (Costa Rica), Globa Invasive Species Programme (GISP), the Global
Taxonomy Initiative (GTI), Indigenous Biodiversity Information Network (IBIN), NatureServe, Oak
Ridge National Laboratories, Pronatura Noroeste Mar de Cortes, Tuldip Tribes.

(d) Industry: Information International Associates, Nippon Koei Uk Co Ltd.
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9 The full list of participants is contained in annex | to the present report.

ITEM 1. OPENING OF THE MEETING

10.  The meeting was opened at 9 am. on Tuesday, 12 August 2003 by Dr. Jorge Soberdn, on behalf
of the Honourable Victor Lichtinger, Minister of the Environment and Natural Resources, Mexico. Dr.
Sobéron thanked participants for their support of the meeting and stressed the need for a common vision
throughout the region. He highlighted the need for greater harmonization among the clearing-house
mechanism, the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network and other similar organizations and
initiatives. In closing, he wished participants a successful meeting.

11.  Mr. Marcos Silva, Programme Officer, clearing-house mechanism of the Convention Secretariat,
on behalf of Mr. Hamdallah Zedan, the Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity,

welcomed the participants to the meeting. After an introduction to the new phase of the clearing-house
mechanism, he presented a brief summary on new initiatives to fecilitate technical and scientific
cooperation within the context of decisions of the Conference of the Parties. He then invited countriesto
use the meseting to identify their priority needs regarding capacities to participate in potentia joint
initiatives under the clearing-house mechanism and the Inter-American Biodiversity Information
Network. Mr. Silva concluded by expressing his gratitude to the Government of Belgium and the Global
Environment Facility for providing financial support for the meeting.

12, Ms Gladys Cotter, Chair of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network Council,
welcomed participants to the meeting and expressed the need for a harmonized vision between the I nter-
American Biodiversity Network and the clearing-house mechanism and other similar initiatives. She

expressed her hope for a viable programme of work among different organizations and initiatives and
stressed the need for optimization of resources.

ITEM 2. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS
2.1.  Election of officers
13. At the 1st session of the meeting, on 12 August 2003, Dr. Jorge Sobéron of Mexico and Ms
Gladys Cotter representing the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network Council were elected
to serve as co-Chairs and Dr. Linus Spencer Thomas of Grenada to serve as Rapporteur.

2.2. Adoption of agenda

14.  The Joint Meeting adopted the following agenda on the basis of the provisiona agenda circulated
in advance of the meeting (UNEP/CBD/CHM/LAC.Reg/1/1):.

1 Opening of the meeting.
2 Organizationa matters.
2.1 Election of officers;
2.2.  Adoption of the agenda;

2.3. Organization of work.
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3 Promoting synergies among clearinghouse mechanism national focal points, Inter-
American Biodiversity Network focal points, Globa Biodiversity Information Facility
nodes, BioNet LOOPs and NatureServe conservation data centres among others.

4 Potential joint initiatives between the clearing-house mechanism and the Inter-American
Biodiversity Information Network and other international organizations and programmes
in support of technical and scientific cooperation across the programme and cross-cutting
aress of the Convention:
€) Invasive alien species;

(b) Global taxonomy initiative and taxonomic authorities;

(© Ecosystem approach;

(d Protected areas

) Pollinators

5 Regional needs to implement effectively recommendations related to the potentia joint
initiatives:
€) Setting of priorities
(b Harmonization of initiatives and activities;

(© Potential roles and responsibilities;

d Planned activities,

G)] Strategies for the establishment of joint initiatives by clearing-house mechanism,
Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network and other international
organizations and initiatives,

0] Strategies for sustainable funding for joint initiatives implemented by the
clearing-house mechanism, the Inter-American Biodiversity Information
Network and other international organizations and initiatives,

(9 Standards, formats and protocols to be used for the implementation of the Inter-
American Biodiversity Information Network;

(h) Modifications to IABIN Project Implementation Plan.

6. Conclusions and recommendations.

7. Adoption of the report.

8 Closure of the meeting.

2.3.  Organization of work

15.  Atits 1st session, on 12 August 2003, the Joint Latin America and Caribbean Regional Meeting
on the clearing-house mechanism and the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network approved
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the proposed programme of work as contained in annex Il to the annotations to the provisional agenda
(UNEP/CBD/CHM/LAC.Reg/l/1/Add.1)

ITEM 3. PROMOTING SYNERGIESAMONG CLEARING-HOUSE MECHANISM
NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS, INTER-AMERICANBIODIVERSITY
NETWORK NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS, GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY
INFORMATION FACILITY NODESAND NATURESERVE
CONSERVATION DATA CENTRESAMONG OTHERS.

Presentations

16.  Under agendaitem 3, Mr. Silva gave a presentation on activities of the clearing-house mechanism
stressing their relevancy to decisions arising from the fifth and sixth Conference ¢ the Parties. In
particular, Mr. Silva described new initiatives undertaken by the clearing- house mechanism in support of
technical and scientific collaboration, particularly in support of the programme areas and cross-cutting
areas of the Convention. His description of activities focused on invasive alien species, the Global
Taxonomy Initiative (GTI), coastal and marine biodiversity and Article 8(j), traditional knowledge,
innovations and practices. He also discussed these activities within the context d the establishment of
international thematic foca points pursuant to item (c) in annex Il to decision V/14 and decisions from
the sixth Conference of the Parties. Mr. Silvathen introduced work by the clearing-house mechanism to
promote the use of common formats, protocols and standards, based on a document from the informal
meeting on formats, protocols and standards for improved exchange of biodiversity information, held in
Montreal on 19-20 February 2003. He concluded by stressing the clearing-house mechanism’s strong
new focus on technical and scientific collaboration. Finally, he emphasized that the promotion of
technical and scientific cooperation is the primary goal of the clearing-house mechanism, and that
participants should reflect on how to more effectively implement joint initiatives with other
organizations and initiatives, under this broad mandate.

17.  The co-Chair, Dr. Soberdn, invited participants to the joint meeting to make comments on the
above presentation.

18.  In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by the participants from Colombia, Canada and
the Organization of American States.

19,  Participants noted in particular the new focus of the clearing-house mechanism in support of
Article 18, paragraph 3, of the Convention and welcomed its efforts to initiate joint initiatives with the
Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network, the Globa Biodiversity Information Facility and
other initiatives.

20. Theco-Chair, Ms Cotter, then introduced issues related to the development of the Inter-American
Biodiversity Information Network.

21.  Following her introduction, two presentations, by the World Bank and by the Inter-American
Biodiversity Information Network respectively, were made on this topic.

22.  Mr. Douglas Graham representing the World Bank, gave a presentation on funding by the Global
Environment Facility (GEF) of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network. He discussed the
development of the project through a Project Development Fecility (PDF) and the role of the

Organization of American States as the executing agency. The ingtitutional structure of the Inter-
American Biodiversity Information Network was discussed, as well as the respective roles of the Global
Environment Facility, the World Bank and the Organization of American States and the Inter-American
Biodiversity Information Network Council. The important stages in the development of the Inter-
American Biodiversity Information Network project, especialy those of relevancy to the clearing-house

l...
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mechanism, were highlighted and explained. He aso highlighted the support offered by the World Bank
for the development and implementation of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network. He
reiterated that the development of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network in collaboration
with the clearing-house mechanism could serve as amodel in the development of regiona networks.

23.  Mr. Eric Van Praag, representing the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network, gave a
review of the programme of work of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network subregional
specidists. He described the seven different regions in the Western Hemisphere composing the Inter-
American Biodiversity Information Network. He also highlighted the plan of work encompassing phases
| and Il of the project. More specifically, the sub-regional specialists compiled a list of biodiversity
related data throughout the Americas. In addition, information was gathered on the protocols used
throughout the Americas to exchange biodiversity-related information. A review of the level of technical
development of each region was presented including each respective regions needs and existing
resources.

Discussion

24.  During his introduction of issues for discussion under item 3, the co-Chair, Dr. Soberdn,
highlighted the relevant topics, based on documents from the fifth and sixth meetings of the Conference
of the Parties to the Convention, the sixth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice (SBSTTA), relevant meetings of the informal advisory committee for the
clearing-house mechanism and the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network programme of
work. He proposed that the joint meeting should discuss and propose ways and means to ensure
collaboration and sharing expertise among the different mechanisms and initiatives. He aso invited
participants to describe the level of development of nationa clearing-house mechanisms, Inter-American
Biodiversity Information Network foca points, Globa Biodiversity Information Fecility nodes, and the
existing structures to facilitate cooperation and promote joint initiatives and exchange of expertise with a
view to strengthen national capacities.

25.  In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by the participants from Argentina, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua,
Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, AndinoNet, Indigenous Biodiversity Information Network, and NatureServe.

26. There was general agreement regarding the need for the Latin America and Caribbean region to
increase capacity with regard to new information technologies. Factors identified affecting full and
effective participation by national clearing-house mechanisms, nodes, conservation data centers and
Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network participants in the programme areas and cross-cutting
issues of the Convention included lack of technical expertise, lack of access to new information
technologies and lack of sustainability. There was aso agreement that regional integration of
information resources should be encouraged. Participants agreed on the need to strengthen capacities of
national clearing-house mechanisms and facilitate cooperation with other similar initiatives and projects,
particularly those that are regional and internationa in scope.

27. There was also genera agreement regarding the importance of assessing the progress of
implementing joint initiatives, at both the nationa and the regional levels and of the overriding need to
strengthen capacities of nationa clearinghouse mechanisms to ensure effective and equitable
participation in the programme areas of the Convention and in joint initiatives. The meeting further
noted the need to:

(a) Better ascertain technical capacity, particularly with regard to issues asociated with the
development and sustainability of infrastructure so as to ensure the sustainability of joint projects;
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(b) Increase awareness and visbility of respective mechanisms and initiatives among
national policy makers and its stakehol ders;

(c) Exchange experiences and promote improvement of regiona cooperation;

(d) Articulate and define the respective roles and responsibilities of the clearing-house
mechanism, the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network, the Global Biodiversity Information
Fecility and other initiatives;

(e) Ensure development, operation and interoperability among national clearing-house
mechanisms, |nter-American Biodiversity Information Network, Global Biodiversity Information Fecility
nodes, NatureServe conservation data centers (CDCs) and BioNet LOOPs (Localy Organised and
Operated Partnerships), and synthesize lessons learned from successful national clearing-house
mechanisms and Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network focal points.

28. There was strong agreement that a Latin America and Caribbean regiond clearing-house
mechanism and Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network Hub could fecilitate greatly sharing of
expertise and synergizing new initiatives, particularly with regard to the facilitation of technical and
scientific cooperation within the context of programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the Convention.
There was general agreement technical and scientific collaboration should be the primary role of such
collaboration.

20.  Following the above discussion, the co-Chair, Dr. Soberdn, invited the Global Biodiversity
Information Facility to give a presentation on the goals, organization and possibilities for synergies with
the clearing-house mechanism, the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network and other
international and regional initiatives.

30.  Dr. Christoph Haeuser discussed the objectives of the Globa Biodiversity Information Facility,
and described its structure and projects. He also highlighted the role of its working groups, and the
responsibilities and actions of the participant nodes. With respect to participant nodes, he described their
role as a data provider and their efforts to implement data standards and software. As well, participant
nodes should create and establish new data. Mr. Hannu Saarenmaa described the architecture and
protocols recommended by the Global Biodiversity Information Facility for the exchange of information.
He aso described the organization of seven regiona training workshops for data providers and
custodians.

3l Atthe 2nd session of the meeting, the co-Chair, Dr. Soberdn, invited questions from participants
with respect to the presentation from the Globa Biodiversity Information Facility.

32.  In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by the participants from Canada, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Indigenous Biodiversity Information Network and Organization of
American States,

33.  Paticipants agreed on the need for the clearing-house mechanism, Globa Biodiversity
Information Facility and the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network to optimize resources and
to harmonize activities, with a view to assist Parties to overcome the taxonomic impediment and
implementation of the Global Taxonomic Initiative. It was stressed that regiona initiatives should
harmonize as much as possible information exchange architectures.

3. Following discussion on the above presentation, the co-Chair, Ms Cotter, invited Mr. Alberto
Oriza-Barrio to give a presentation on the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network Project
Implementation Plan.
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36. The presentation by Mr. Oriza-Barrio discussed the main points of the draft Project Implementation
Plan submitted to the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network focal points. In his presentation,
the following items were discussed: edablishment of a Hub to carry out the work of Inter-American
Biodiversity Information Network; interoperability; implementation of an Internet-based portal; accessto
and use of biodiversity information through the development of project networks; fundraising by the Hub
and creation of a foundation for financial sustainability; and the proposal for the administration of the
project by the Organization of American States as Executing Agency.

35, Following the presentation, the co-Chair, Ms Cotter, invited participants to comment on the above
presentations.

36. Comments were made from the representatives from Argentina, Bahamas, Canada, Chile,
Colombia, Jamaica, Mexico, Peru, the Indigenous Biodiversity Information Network, Organization of
American States.

ITEM 4. DISCUSSION ON POTENTIAL JOINT INITIATIVESBETWEEN THE
CLEARINGHOUSE MECHANISM AND THE INTER-AMERICAN
BIODIVERSITY INFORMATION NETWORK AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMMES IN SUPPORT OF TECHNICAL AND
SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION ACROSS THE PROGRAMM E AND CROSS
CUTTING AREASOF THECONVENTION.

37.  Agenda item 4 was considered a the 3rd session of the meeting, on 13 August 2003. The
following items were discussed:

@ Invasive alien species,

(b) Globd taxonomy initiative and taxonomic authorities,
(© Ecosystem approach;

(d) Protected areas,

(e) Pollinators.

38. Fdlowing an introduction of the item 4 by the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological
Diversity, the co-Chair, Dr. Soberdn, invited participants to open discussion.

39.  Under item 4, dement (a), comments were made by representatives from Argentina, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, United States of America,
Uruguay, Venezuela and the Global Invasive Species Programme.

40. Comments related to item 4, element (b) were made by the representatives from Colombia,
Mexico, BioNet International, Centro de Referéncia em Informacdo Ambiental, Globa Biodiversity
Information Facility, NatureServe.

41, Under item 4, element (c), comments were made by representatives from Brazil, Mexico, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Haiti and the Indigenous Biodiversity Information Network.

42.  Following the ensuing discussion, the co-Chair, Dr. Soberén, then invited participants to the
meeting to discuss item 4, element (d). Comments were made by representatives from Argentina,
Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, the United States of America, Caribbean Regional Coordinating Unit of UNEP,
and the Indigenous Biodiversity Information Network, NatureServe.
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43.  Under item 4, dement (€), comments were made by representatives from Brazil, Ecuador,
Jamaica, Nicaragua, United States of America, AndinoNet, Indigenous Biodiversity Information
Network and the World Bank.

44.  There was agreement that collaborative initiatives must be established with a view to strengthen
activities of nationa clearing-house mechanisms. Participants also expressed the view that better
integration of regional resources is required for national clearing-house mechanisms to more effectively
assist Parties in implementing the Convention. There was aso agreement that partnerships with regional
and internationa initiatives strengthening nationa clearing-house mechanisms should aim at
implementing Convention-related activities at the national, sub-regional and regiona level.

45.  Participants strongly endorsed work by the clearing-house mechanism in support of the
programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the Convention, particularly with regard to invasive alien
species and the Global Taxonomy Initiative. The development of a CBD Controlled Vocabulary was
noted and its use as metadata encouraged. The view was expressed that the clearing-house mechanism
should act as the regiond coordinator, linking different initiatives to work together toward common
objectives.

46. Finally, there was strong endorsement that all activities should explicitly support decisions made
by the Conference of the Parties and assist Parties to more effectively implement the Convention.

ITEM 5. REGIONAL NEEDSTO IMPLEMENT EFFECTIVELY RECOMMENDATIONS
RELATED TO THE POTENTIAL JOINT INITIATIVES

47.  Agendaitem 5 was considered at the 3rd session of the meeting, on 13 August 2003. The co
Chair, Dr. Soberdn, proposed that discussion under this agenda item during this session should cover
eements (a)-(e):

€)] Setting of priorities;

(b Harmonization of initiatives and activities,
(© Potential roles and responsihilities;

(d) Planned activities;

(e) Strategies for the establishment of joint initiatives by clearing-house mechanism, Inter-
American Biodiversity Information Network and other international organizations and
initiatives.

48.  Following the above introduction, the co-Chair, Dr. Soberdn, invited participants to make
comments on the above elements.

49. Comments were made by participants from Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Grenada,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Uruguay, AndinoNet, and the Caribbean Regional Coordinating Unit of
UNEP.

50. There was general agreement on the need to prioritize actions and develop inventories of national
and regional resources. There was aso genera agreement for the need of horizontal cooperation in the
region with regard to strengthening activities by national clearing-house mechanisms. Participants also
stressed the need to devel op criteria to eva uate accomplishments of national clearing-house mechanisms
and endorsed the view that al Parties shoud develop clearing- house mechanism national foca points,
pursuant to paragraph 15 of decision |11/4 and paragraph 1 of decision V1/18. Participants discussed the
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need to develop websites in support of nationa clearing-houses, especially within the context of
information exchange.

51.  Before introducing the next elements for discussion, the co-Chair, Dr. Soberon, invited the
representative from NatureServe, Ms Mary Klein, to make a presentation on the role of NatureServe as
an international thematic focal point under the clearing-house mechanism pursuant to annex |11 (c) of
decision V/14. She stressed the work of NatureServe in the region and described its accomplishments
and projects in support of the programme aress and cross-cutting issues of the Convention. She invited
meeting participants to discuss with NatureServe potential projects and initiatives.

52 Discussion continued on agendaitem 5 at the 4th session of the meeting on 13 August 2003. The
co-Chair, Ms Cotter, invited discussion on the following el erents:

€) Strategies for sustainable funding for joint initiatives implemented by the clearing-house
mechanism, the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network and other international organizations
and initiatives and selection of an Inter-American Biodiversity Information Hub;

(b) Standards, formats and protocols to be used for the implementation of the Inter-American
Biodiversity Information Network and the strengthening of national clearing-house mechanisms;

(c) Modifications to IABIN Project Implementation Plan.

9. Comments under item 5, element f, were made by Colombia, El Salvador, Mexico, Nicaragua,
Organization of American States, Smithsonian Ingtitution, and the World Bank.

91.  Participants suggested that nationa clearing-house mechanisms should discuss the possibility of
developing a PDF proposal to the Global Environment Facility to establish a regional clearing-house
mechanism, and to ensure sustainability of initiatives and projects proposed during the meeting.

92.  Following the comments, the co-Chair, Ms Cotter, dso requested that Mr. Richard Huber,
representing the Organization of American States, give a presentation on the role of the Organization of
American States as the Executing Agency for the Global Environment Facility PDF grant.

93.  Mr. Richard Huber spoke on the Organization of American States as the executing agency for the
implementation of the Inte-American Biodiversity Information Network Project Implementation Plan.
He highlighted the Organization of American States experience in Globa Environment Facility project
implementation and described resources available for this project. He concluded by describing the
adminigtrative infrastructure available in support of the project.

9.  Following the above presentation, the co-Chair, Ms Cotter, invited organizations to give
presentations on their capacities to serve as the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Hub. Two
presentations were made by ingtitutions interested in hosting the Hub: The Organization of American
States and a presentation by a partnership of the Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales “Bernardino
Rivadavia,” the National Biologica Information Infrastructure (NBII) and Information International
Associates (11a).

9.  Representing the Organization of American States, Mr. Huber made a presentation on a proposal
for the location of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network Hub, and its administration. He
described the benefits of establishing a rotating Hub and discussed the offer by the Resident Mission of
the Organization of American States in Uruguay to host the Hub for a period of three years. He
concluded by discussing the potential participation of the Uruguayan clearing- house mechanism and the
Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network focal point in the activities of the Hub.
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9. The partnership between the Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales “Bernardino Rivadavia,” the
National Biological Information Infrastructure and Information International Associates offered its
proposal for the hosting of the Inte-American Biodiversity Information Hub. Issues pertaining to
support and administration were presented. Speakers representing the different partners described their
respective roles and responsihilities.

97. Comments on the above presentations were made by Colombia, Ecuador, Grenada, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Peru and Venezuela.

98.  The co-Chair, Ms Cotter, then invited discussion on the draft document “Proposal solicitation,
review and selection process for the Host Organization for the IABIN Secretariat.”

9. Comments on the above document were made by Chile, Haiti, Mexico, Peru, Uruguay and the
Caribbean Regional Coordinating Unit of UNEP.

100. At the fifth session of the meeting on 14 August 2003, the co-Chair, Ms Cotter, requested
nominations for three positions in the Inter-American Biodiversity Network Executive Council.

101. Peru submitted nominations for Costa Rica, Ecuador and Argentina. The nominations were
seconded by Mexico and Colombia. Participants to the meeting approved the nominations and welcomed
the new members to the Inter-American Biodiversity Network Executive Council.

102. Agendaitem 4 (g) was considered at the sixth session of the meeting on 14 August 2003. In her
introduction to this topic of discussion, Ms Cotter invited Mr. Mike Frame, representing the National
Biological Information Infrastructure to present standards, formats and protocols recommended by the
clearing-house mechanism and used in the development of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information
Network.

103. In his presentation, Mr. Frame described the proposed architecture of the Inter-American
Biodiversity Information Network and its use of standard protocols, including XML and web services.
He stressed that the clearing-house mechanism Informal Meeting on Formats, Protocols and Standards
for Improved Exchange of Biodiversty-related Information, held in Montreal from 19 to 20 February
2002 offered guidance in the choice and application of these protocols. Mr. Frame suggested that a
working group be established to encompass stakeholders, including representatives from the clearing
house mechanism, the Global Biodiversity Information Facility and other sub-regional, regiona and
international initiatives and organizations to further develop the use of these protocols.

104. In the ensuing discussion, comments were made by representatives from Argentina, Colombia,
Peru the Global Biodiversity Information Facility, Indigenous Biodiversity Information Network and the
Smithsonian Ingtitution.

105. Participants agreed that standards and protocols described are sufficiently flexible for broad
cooperation and implementation of interoperable systems. The view was also expressed that these
protocols should complement work by the clearing-house mechanism and the Global Biodiversity
Information Facility toward a fully interoperable system. As well, formats, protocols and standards
should support implementation of paragraph 5 of decision V1/18.

106. Following the above discussion, the co-Chair, Ms Cotter, invited Mr. Juan Bello from Colombia
to give a presentation on information exchange systems. He discussed existing standards and protocols
and their use in the standardization of biological information. He also described the use of metadata
standards on biological databases. He concluded by describing issues associated with taxonomic control
and authorities and the development of a taxonomic catal ogue.
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107.  On completion of the above presentation, comments were made by participants from Argentina,
Colombia, Haiti, Mexico, Venezuda, Organization of American States, and the World Bank.

108. Participants strongly endorsed adherence to and use of standard protocols to promote the
exchange of information and facilitate interoperability among disparate systems.

109. At the end of the fifth session of the meeting on 14 August 2003, the co-Chair, Ms Cotter, invited
participants to form a contact group to discuss informally and in grester detail the technical issues
associated with formats, protocols and standards in the development of the Inter-American Biodiversity
Information Network and to discuss interoperability with national clearing-house mechanisms.

110. At the sixth session of the meeting on 14 August 20-03, the co-Chair, Ms Cotter, invited Mr.
Mike Frame, to present results of the discussion.

111.  Mr. Frame presented views expressed with regard to use of protocols and the need to adhereto
these protocols to facilitate interoperability. He also summarized the view that a technical group with
representation from al organizations and initiatives should be established to further develop these issues.

112.  Following his summary, the co-Chair, Ms Cotter requested participants in the contact group to
provide the co-Chairs with terms of reference in the near future for such atechnical group, so that it may
be established and begin work in parald with the further development of the Project Implementation
Plan. Mesting participants endorsed the above proposdl.

113. Following the above presentation, the co-Chair, Ms Cotter, invited discusson on item 4
dement (h). With regard to this item, comments were requested on the Project Implementation Plan of

the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network, including increased funding, timelines for the
establishment of the Hub and the executing agency, agreement on the focus of the Project
Implementation Plan and the products resulting from this project. Ms Cotter aso requested
representatives of nationa clearing-house mechanisms to express their views with regard to national
needs and priorities.

114. Comments on the above were made by representatives from Argentina, Colombia, Haiti,
Grenada, Mexico, Nicaragua, Organization of American States and the World Bank.

115. Participants expressed different views with regard to increasing funding prior to the finalization
of the Project Implementation Plan. It was decided to shorten the timelines related to the development of
the project to three years. It was also decided to request the World Bank to explore opportunities for
increased funding. On completion of the three-year implementation period, it was recommended to
review the progress of the project with a view to developing a proposal in support of a project larger in
scope. Participants also agreed to contract a consultant to further develop the Project Implementation
Plan. It was further agreed that the project would be submitted to the World Bank on 31 December 2003.
Finally, participants were of the opinion that the Project Implementation Plan should explicitly state its
actions to strengthen the capacities of national clearing-house mechanisms.

116. With regard to the focus of the Project Implementation Plan, the view was expressed that it
should, in close collaboration with the clearing-house mechanism, encompass the issues of accessto and
dissemination of biological diversity information throughout the region, and, in light of this broad
mandate, it should clearly identify its objectives and development. Discussion on development of
products expressed the view that they should support work on the programme areas and cross-cutting
issues discussed during this meeting, especidly if they supported the Convention programme of work.
The view also was expressed that digitization of collections should be a high priority. As well, it was
stressed that products should reinforce synergies among clearing-house mechanisms and the Inter-
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American Biodiversity Information Network while aso reinforcing activities under the Convention’s
clearing-house mechanism.

117. On conclusion of the above meeting, Dr. Leonard Hirsch, representing the Smithsonian
Institution gave a presentation on the upcoming Summit of the Americas and discussed the need to
present issues related to the development of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network and
strengthening of national clearinghouse mechanisms at that meeting.

ITEM 5. CONCLUSIONSAND RECOMMENDATIONS

118. Agendaitem 5 was considered at the 6th session of the meeting, on 14 August 2003. The item
was introduced by the Chair, who invited the Rapporteur to present the recommendations. Following
discussion, the Meeting adopted the recommendations, which are attached to the present report as annex
l.

ITEM 6. OTHER RELEVANT ITEMS

119.  Participants took up agenda item 6 at the 6th session of the meeting, on 14 April 2003. Experts
were aso invited to raise and discuss other matters related to the subject-matter of the meeting.

120. There were no other matters raised under the item.

ITEM 7. ADOPTION OF THE REPO RT

121.  The present report was adopted at the sixth session of the meeting, on 14 August 2003, on the
basis of the draft report of the meeting (UNEP/CBD/CHM/XXX), and taking into account amendments
made by participants, on the understanding that the finalization of the report would be completed by the
Executive Secretary of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

ITEM 8. CLOSUREOF THEMEETI NG

122. The co-Chairs declared the Joint Latin America and Caribbean Regional Meeting on the
Clearing-House Mechanism and the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network: Building
Partnerships Through Effective Networking closed at 5:45 p.m. on Thursday, 14 August 2003.



UNEP/CBD/COP/7/INF/4
Page 14

Annex |

CONCLUSIONSOF THE JOINT LATIN AMERICA AND CARIBBEAN REGIONAL
MEETING ON THE CLEARINGHOUSE MECHANISM AND THE INTER-AMERICAN
BIODIVERSITY INFORMATION NETWORK: BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS THROUGH

EFFECTIVE NETWORKING

. Item 3: Promoting synergies among clearing-house mechanism national focal points, Inter-
American Biodiversity Network national focal points, Global Biodiversity Information Facility nodes,
and NatureServe conservation data centresamong others.

Objectives Partners Activities/actions Time-frames | Capacity needs Indicators
National CHMs | Primary data Request the CHM to Effective The CBD CHM isable
arestrengthened | providers; coordinate an informal 6 months coordination at | to assistinthe
and group with the national coordination of sub-
collaborating Indigenousand | representativesfrom sub-regiona regional, regional
effectively inthe | loca major sub-regional, and regional activities through an
region and with communities regiona and levelsamong informa group which
other international initiatives different meets and
international CHM National to harmonize activities, mechanisms, communicates
initiatives and Focal Points improve networks and regularly
organizations; communication and initiatives, (electronically/face-to-

IABIN discuss the sharing of face) to discuss issues,
Activitiesof the | participants resources and report to Technica and share information and
clearinghouse their congtituencies; scientific inform their
mechanismwith | GBIF Nodes workshops, constituencies
IABIN, GBIF Organizetraining 1 year handbooks,
and other sub- NatureServe workshops and guidelines and Sub-regional and
regional, CDCs seminars toolkits; regional strategy to
regional and . optimize initiatives
international BioNet LOOPs | Draft ajoint report SBSTTA 10 Sub-regional among national CHMs;
initiatives and describing and and regiorel
organizationsare | BirdLife articulating the mechanismsto | National, sub-regional
harmonized, and | International synergies and share resources | andregional CHMs are
mutually differences between and expertise mutually supportive;
beneficial; Global Invasive | the CHM and other (according to

Species Initatives, national needs) | Well defined roles and
Cooperation Programme i responsibilities among
between the Develop cooperative lyear Adequate the national CHMs and
clearinghouse UNEP-WCMC | Programmesto digitize resourcesto other initiatives and
mechanism and collections;, ensure organizations;
other initiatives _ i sustainability of
and When linking datasets, | Ongoing projects and Mutually beneficial and
organizations ensure that it meet the products supportive national,
lead to needs of awide range sub-regional and
optimization of of users; regional programmes,
resources and
expertise; National CHMs are

: - more effectively
Participation is When regchl hg out to Ongoing assisting Parties to
equitable among community of users, fulfil obligations under
national CHMs; ensure that their needs the Convention;
are known;

Viable products Indigenous and local
result from communities are
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Objectives Partners Activities/actions Time-frames | Capacity needs Indicators
increased More effectively Ongoing involved in joint
synergies and involve traditional and initiativesand in the
collaboration local communitiesin development of new
the development of programmes;
Steady increase joint programmes and
in repatriation of in the elaboration of The data services
datato countries; new networks having respond to the needs of
regard to ethical issues thecommunity;
Activitiesare pertaining to traditional
supportive of knowledge A joint integrated
2010 goals. directory of national,
Integrate ongoing 1year sub-regional and
Ongoing projects developing regional biodiversity
collaboration directories on information resources
should be biodiversity resources (institutions, datasets,
undertaken and ensure their experts) is made
within the interoperability; available;
context of the
objectives of the
Convention and
COP dedsions
and with
national —
clearinghouse Develop joint 1year
mechanisms programmes )
needs addressing capacity-
building needs;
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[1. Potential joint initiatives between the clearing-house mechanism and the I nter -American
Biodiversity I nformation Network and other international organizations and programmes in support of
technical and scientific cooperation across the programme and cross-cutting areas of the Convention.

Objectives Themes Activities/actions Capacity needs | Time- Indicators
frames
Joint activities Invasive alien Collaborate with projects Resources to Ongoing The clearinghouse
strengthen species such as IABIN’s 13N establish Joint mechanism of the
national CHM pursuant to paragraph 22 of | coordinating CBD and national
initiativesin decision VI1/23,; group; CHMs are actively
support of Art. involved in the
8(h) of the CBD, Resources for development of
decisions V/8 and thedigitization I3N and ableto
V1/23 of collections; strengthen national
capecities
Activitiesamong Make available spatial data, | Expertise and 1year Different datasets of
different e.g. occurrence and resources to link spatial data are
initiatives and the distribution data; different available over the
clearinghouse datasets; Internet and
mechanism are interoperable
harmonized and Expand cooperation to Technical Ongoing I3N and the GISP
mutually make data from projects knowledge to with the CHM have
supportive; such as 13N and the Global | implement aprogramme to
Invasive Species standard and make spatial data
Information Network protocolsis interoperable
National CHMs interoperable with spatial made available; through XML and
have capacity to datausing XML and other agreed upon
assist Parties to protocals; standards and
manage Invasive protoco| S
alien species Review and systematize 1 year Information on best
experiences of such joint case studies of joint
projects of experiences and initiatives are made
knowledge; available
Increase sub-regional and Ongoing Sub-regional,
regional cooperation among regional
national CHMsto raise programmes are
capacity with regard to IAS; developed and
operational
Improve on tools such as 1Year The 13N catal oguer
the I3N cataloguer to assist isimproved and
in implementation of more widely used
activities;
Assist Parties to make lyear Information on the

available information on the
rate of invasion and
economic, environmental
and cultural impacts of
invasives alien species.

rate of invasion and
environmental,
economic and
cultural impacts of
invasiveaien
speciesis made
available
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Objectives Themes Activities/actions Capacity needs | Time- Indicators
frames
Activities support | Global Developinitiatives Availability of Ongoing National CHMs
COP decisions taxonomy pursuant GTI’'s operational | future and develop national,
V/9 and VI/8 Initiative objectivesin decision VI/8 current sub-regional and
and highlight the costs taxonomic regional initiatives
National CHMs associated with the expertise; in support of the
are able to develop taxonomic impediment; GTIl_and increase
and implement Resources and taxonomic expertise
activitiesin expertiseis inthe GRULAC
support of GTI made available region
related National CHMs should link | to national 1year Communication
programmes with GTI NFPsto assist CHMsto mechanisms and
withwork pertaining to develop joint information is
invasive alien species, capacity building shared between
activities, national CHMs and
GTI NFPsand links
Resources are with programmes
made available pertaining to
to promote invasiveaien
relationships species are
with available established
Collaborate with BioNet national Ongoing Itemsin the GTI
and regional initiativessuch | taxonomic related to capacity
asthe Integrated expertise to building and joint
Taxonomic Information assist national initiativesare
System in development of CHMsin operationalized
GTI related capacity building
building activities (pursuant | capacities;
to operational objectives of
decision V1/8) Resources to
develop
Link BioNet LOOPswith checklists and Ongoing BioNet LOOPs
national CHMs catalogues; share expertise and
strengthen national
CHMs
Each national CHM 2 years Relationships are
establish relationships with operationalized and
national taxonomic experts established with
and better involve themin taxonomic experts
the development of with aview to
taxonomic catalogues and develop needed
acquire required resources taxonomic
for this endeavour; catalogues
Develop, subject to 3years Checklists are
available resources, a Flora developed and made
of the Americas checklist available
within the GTI and Global
Plant Conservation Strategy
and develop a checklist of
pollinator bees;
Work with the GTI to Ongoing Relationships are

identify prioritiesin the
region in collaboration with
museums, institutions, and
students.

establishedin
support of the GTI
programme of work
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Objectives Themes Activities/actions Capacity needs | Time- Indicators
frames
National CHMs Ecosystem Use national CHMsto Resources to Ongoing National CHMs
are able to assist approach assist in technology transfer | assist national Initiatives in support
Parties to and promote sub-regiona, CHMsin of technology
implement regional cooperation developing transfer are
decisions V/6 and pursuant to paragraph 7 of mechanisms for operational; sub-
VI/12; decision V/6; technology regional, regional
transfer; cooperation on
Partnershipsare ecosystemsis
established to Resources for established
strengthen Exchange information on the development | 2 year A sub-regiond and
national CHMsto success stories, expertise of toolsto create regional database on
assistininitiatives and projects pursuant to and further best case storiesis
related to the paragraph 4 of decision develop national available
ecosystem V/6; and sub-
approach regional,
Use national CHMs to regional 2 years A national, sub-
identify protected areasand | databaseson regional and
areas requiring restoration protected aress; regional system
through the use of the identifying
ecosystem approach and Resources to protected areasis
develop inventories of involve more made available (in
bilateral and regional effectively collaboration with
projects; indigenous and existing initiatives)
local
Use CHMs to identify communities; 2 years National CHMs
national, sub-regional, and identify priority
regional priority areas, Resources to areas, biological
biological corridors eco- assist national corridors, eco-
regions, and transborder CHMsto jointly regions and
aress, develop transborder areas,
classification
Take measures to involve systems; Ongoing Indigenous
indigenous and local communitiesare
communities to develop Resources to involved actively in
information exchange develop and use activities of national
systems pursuant to systemsto CHMs
decision V1/18 paragraph 5; | Visualize data;
Collaborate with IABIN Resources to 2 years Joint projects
and other initiatives on encourage sub- related to
classification of ecosystems | regiond and classification are
and collaborate to regional developed
standardize classifications; | integration of
existing
Collaborate on ways to ECosysStem maps [~ yegrs Systemsto visuaize
visualize data; Into one system; data are available at
the sub-regional and
regiona level
Collaborate to integrate 3years An integrated
existing ecosystem maps system of eco-
into one system; system mapsis
made available
Collaborate in the 2 years National CHMs

development of decision
support tools;

collaborate in the
development of
decision support
tools.
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Objectives Themes Activities/actions Capacity needs | Time- Indicators
frames
National CHMs Protected areas | Compile and consolidate Resources to 3years Identification guides
are able to assist existing identification develop areavailablein
Parties in support guides to species into electronic guides electronic format
of programmes digital format and support to species;
pertaining to the development of new
protected areas; guides. Resources to
assist theregion
Partnerships are inharmonizing
established to Harmonize national, sub- activities, Ongoing Sub-regional and
strengthen regional and regional regional activities
national CHMs activities on protected Resources to are harmonized,
with issues related areas; more actively Initiatives among
to protected areas; involve the CBD CHM and
indigenous and other initiatives are
local harmonized
Assist in the development | communities; 3years Criteriaand
of criteriaand classification classification
system for protected areas Resources to systems are
and make thisinformation develop systems developed
available and information to visualize data
on the use of such on protected
resources; areas and tools
to track
Assigt indigenous and local | invasives, Ongoing Indigenous and
communities, when local communities
requested and as areinvolved
appropriate to national actively in national
legidlation, to develop CHM activities
information management
systems to support the
management of sacred sites
and land use.
Use and share available 2 years GlStools are used
tools such as GIS to share to share information
information on national,
sub-regional and regional
risks to protected areas;
Assist in the development 3years National CHMs
of monitoring toolsfor use assist in the
to track invasive speciesin development of
protected aress; monitoring tools
Strengthen links with Ongoing National CHMs
BirdLife International to links with
identify important bird international
areas; initiativesand
international
thematic focal
points are
strenthened
National CHMs Pollinators Collaborate with IABIN Resources to Onoging Collaborative
assist actively and othersin the develop sub- projects are
Parties in development of information | regiona, established between
implementing toolson pollinators; regional national CHMs and
obligations under programmes and international
the Convention activies; initiatives
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Objectives Themes Activities/actions Capacity needs | Time- Indicators
frames
related to Develop a sub-regiona and 2 years Sub-regional,
pollinators; regional programme on Resources to regiona programme
pollinators taking into develop is established
Partnershipsare account the Convention’s interactive key's
established to programme and those of and sub-
strengthen IABIN, FAO and the GBIF; | regiond,
national CHM regional
focal points checklists;
Resources to
assist indigenous
and locd
National CHMs assist inthe | communitiesto 3years Interactive keys and
developinteractivekeys,a | activitiesin this regiona checklists
regional checklist for theme are developed and
pollinators and trandate made available
materials
Take into account Ongoing Indigenous and
indigenous and local local communities
communitiesknowledgein areinvolved
regards to plants with actively

cultura significance, and,
subject to available
resources, develop indicator
systemsto evaluate risksto
cultural resources.
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Regional Needs to Implement Effectively Recommendations Related to The Potential Joint

I nitiatives
Obj ectives Activitied/actions Capacity needs Time-frames Indicators
Region hasestablished | Setting of priorities: Resources to
sub-regiond, regional undertake activitiesin
programmes and support of:
mechanisms to assist | Developinventoriesto development of 3years Inventories are
national CHMsin catal ogue resources; inventories; developed and
developing and identification of madeavailable
implementing resources and user
initiatives in support - - groups, _ i
of theimplementation | Usenational CHMstoincrease | compiling dataon Ongoing National CHMs
of the Convention: (ho_rl zontal) cooperation in the accomplishments at have eff<_ad|ve
region, the national level; cooperaive
National CHMsare identifying partners; programmes
better integrated and developing and
able to initiate joint improving national
programmes; CHM websites;
) ) Tdentify user groupswhowill | developing evaluative  —Tyear User groups are
A regional CHM is benefit from use of criteriafor national identified
established and ableto | odiversity in the context of CHMsand assisting
enter into partnerships | g «ainable use: national and sub-
with international regional, regional data
organizations and Assist in the development of custodians 3years National CHMs
inuaives means to evaluate risks to participate in the
Inter-operability of biodiversity; development of
/nter-operability o What has a Party or evaluative risk
information among Government has accomplished criteria;
differentinitiativesis | j, jmplementing the CBD: Criteriafor
accomplished among evaluating
thel ean nghouse accomplishments of
mechanism, the Inter- national CHMs are
American Biodiversity developed
Lﬂfé):lq;ag?gbl;lletwork Defi ne who are the potential 1year Partners are
Biodiversity financial, technical and expert identified. CHMs
: - partners to strengthen the are strengthened
Information Fecility | natignal CHMS; and all National
among others. Develop aCHM website CHMshavea
whree not available website
Develop waysto assist inthe 2 years Criteriafor the
evaluation of activities of evaluation of
national activities by
CHMs; national CHMs are
developed
Stengthen sub-regional, 1year Data custodians
regional and national data have the means to
custodians to administer and better administer
make available their data their data
Harmonization of initiatives | Resourcesto develop [ 3years Regional CHM is
and activities: and operationalize a operational
regional CHM
Develop aregional CHM;
Resourcesto develop a
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Obj ectives Activities/actions Capacity needs Time-frames Indicators
Develop apilot project to programme to 2 years National CHMs can
interconnect national focal interconnect national search, locate and
points at the sub-regional, CHMs; retrieve information
regional level and promote from their
synergies through participation | Resourcestoinitiatea respective websites
in technical working groups, programme to digitize
such as the proposed IABIN collections (in
Technica Working Group and | collaboration with
the GBIF technical existing initiatives,
committees, i.e, the|ABIN, GBIF)
Test new systems developed Programmesto 1-3years Operational
under cooperative activitiesto | develop databases on initiatives are
illustrate progress; best-case studies highlighted and
described through
national CHMs
Compare work programmes 2 years A database on work
with existing initiatives to programmesis
assist in the harmonization of developed at the
activities; national and sub-
regional, regional
levels
Collaborate in the digitization 1-10 years Criteriais develop
of collections; to measurethe size
of digitized
collections
Publish best-case studies; A database on best-
case studiesis
developed at the
sub-regional,
regional level.
Potential rolesand 1 year Documentsare
responsibilities: drafted
A document on roles and
responsibilities of the national
CHMs and regional CHM is
drafted;
A document on the roles and
responsibilities of the CBD
clearinghouse
mechanism,|ABIN, GBIF and
othersisdrafted.
Planned activities: Resources to make 3years Nationa foca
datainteroperable points adhere to
Harmonize information through commonly commonly agreed
exchange protocols among adhered to formats, to formats,
partners; standards and protocols and
protocaols; standards and are
interoperable
Resourcesto link among themselves
health datawith and with other
biodiversity data at the initiatives
Develop feedback mechanisms | regional level. 1year Feedback
to assist in the optimization of mechanisms are
activities and procedures; developed
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Obj ectives Activities/actions Capacity needs Time-frames Indicators
Share data and information on 3years Hedlth datais
the links between biodiversity integrated with
and health and poverty biodiversity data
elimination.
Strategies for the National CHMs must 1year Activities are
establishment of joint have the resources to developed
initiativesby CHM, |ABIN function adequately
and others:
Develop well defined
harmonized activities to
promote national capacitiesto
implement the CBD;
Identify synergies among 1year CHM NFPs are
IABIN and national CHMs; collaborating with
IABIN NFPs
Develop waysto evaluate 1year Criteriato evaluate
progress of collaborative collaborative
activities; activitiesis
developed and
applied on an
annual basis.

General Recommendations

1 Use nationa foca points to develop a regional portal to visualize and exchange national and
regional cartographic information (GIS and remote sensing) from all thematic areas (including maps,
satellite images, datasets, etc.). Use the CHM toolkit to offer guiddines in the use of these data
Collaborate also in the development of a meta-database of cartographic data. Strengthen links among
organizations which can assist in this endeavour.

2 Nationa clearing-house mechanisms and the clearing-house mechanism of the Convention on
Biologica Diversity, when developing and implementing national, sub-regional, regiond and
collaborative initiatives should strive to include al programme areas and cross-cutting issues of the
Convention, particularly thematic areas such as agricultural biodiversity, sustainable use and Article 8(j).

3 Develop aregiona GEF PDF proposal or other proposals to other funding agencies to strengthen
national clearing-house mechanisms and develop a regional clearing-house mechanism foca point.
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Annex |1

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Governments Parties

Antigua And Barbuda

Cenac,Sean F

Sector Planner - Sustainable Development
Ministry of Planning

Market & Church Streets

St. John's, Antigua and Barbuda

Tel: 268 462-5935,

Fax: 268 462-9338

E-mail: cenacs@candw.ag

Argentina

Aguilar, Soledad

Third Secretary

Min de Relaciones Exteriores, Com. Int. y Culto
Esmeralda 1212, p. 14

Direccién Gral de Asuntos Ambientales

Buenos Aires,C.A.B.A. 1007 ABP Argentina
Tel: 5411 4819-7410,

Fax: 5411 4818-7413

E-mail: sag@cancilleria.gov.ar

Bahamas

Moss, Sharrah

Environmental Officer

The Bahamas Environment, Science and Technology
P.0.Box CB-10980

Nassau, Bahamas

Tel: 242 322-4546,

Fax: 242 323-3863

E-mail: bestnbs@hotmail.com

Stewart, Deon A

Environmental Officer

Bahamas Environment Science  &Technology
Commission

PO BOX CB10980

Nassau, New Providence CB 10980 Bahamas

Tel: 242 356-3067,222

Fax: 242 326-3509

E-mail: bestnbs@hotmail.com

Belize

Gillett, lan A

GIS Specialist/Data Analyst
Coastal Zone Management Institute
P. O. Box 1884

Princess Margaret Drive

Belize City, Belize

Tel: 501 223-0719

Fax:501 223-5738
iagillett@hotmail.com

Brazl

Yoshio Kageyama, Paulo

Director

Ministry of the Environment

BL. “B” 7P omdar

Brasilia, 70068900, Brazil

Tel: 5561317 1120,

Fax: 5561 225 3739

E-mail: paulo.kageyama@mma.gov.br

Oliveira, FatimaP

Biodivesity Technical Expert Assistant

Ministry of the Environment - Brazil

Esplanada dos Ministérios, Bl. "B" 7° andar -
gabinete

Brasilia, Brazil D. F. 70068-900

Tel:55 61 3171175

Fax: 55 612253739

fatima.oliveira@mma.gov.br

Canada

Rochon, Guy

Senior International Biodiversity Coordinator
Environment Canada, Biodiversity Convention Office
9th floor, Place Vincent Massey 351 St. Joseph Blvd.
Hull, Quebec K1A OH3 Canada

Tel: 819 953-7626,

Fax: 819 953-1765

E-mail: guy.rochon@ec.gc.ca

Chile

Molt, Karin M



Comisién Nacional del Medio Ambiente

Obispo Donoso N 6

Region Metropolitanacasilla 265 55
Santiago, Chile

Tel: 56-2 240-5695, ext. 695
Fax:56-2 241-1803
kmolt@conama.cl

Colombia

Bello, Juan C

Main Researcher, Biodiversity Information System
Humboldt Institute

Carrera 7 # 35 - 20

Bogota DC, Colombia 571

Tel: 571 332-5085

Fax: 571608-6900

jcbello@humboldt.org.co

Gast, Fernando

General Director

Institute Alexander Von Humbolt
Calle 37 No. 8-40

Bogota D.C., Colombia

571 340 69 25

571 288 95 64 Fax
fgast@humboldt.org.co

Casas, Fernando, M.A.

CBD Bureau Member

Senior Advisor to the General Director Instituto
Alexander von Humboldt

Calle 127 A No. 31-48

Bogota D.C. Colombia

Tel: 571-287-7530; 571-625-2769

Fax: 571-2166286

fcasas@humboldt.org.co;

casasf@cable.net.co

Costa Rica

Gonzalez Salas, Francisco J
Ministerio del Ambiente y Energia
250 mts. Sur Casa ltalia

Barrio Francisco Peralta

San José, Costa Rica 10104 1000
Tel:506 2838004 200

Fax:506 2837343
fgsadas@minae.go.cr

Mata, Erick

Director of Biodiversity Informatics

INBio

Apdo. postal 22 -3100

Santo Domingo, Costa Rica Heredia 3100
Tel:506 244-0690, ext. 754

Fax: 506 244-2816

emata@inbio.ac.cr
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Cuba

Cejas Rodriguez, Francisco

CHM Representative

Specialist

Ministry of Science,Technology and the Environment
Capitolio Nacional Prado y San Jose

Havana, Cuba CP 12400

Tel: 537 626 514

Fax: 537 338 054
cenbio.ies@ama.cu

Dominica

Haile-Gabriel, Kongit

National Biodiversity Coordinator

Ministry of Agriculture and the Environment
Dame Mary Eugenia Charles Boulevard
Roseau, Dominica

Tel:767 448-2401, ext. 3456

Fax:767 448-4577

agriext@cwdom.dm

Dominican Republic

Hierro, Brigido

Subencargado Dpto. Recursos Geneticos
Direccion de Vida Silvestre y Biodiversidad
Subsecretaria de Areas Protegidas y Biodiversidad
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Tel:809 472-9510

Fax:809 472-7105

b_hierro@hotmail.com
vida.silvestre@codetel.net.do

Ecuador

Matamoros, Antonio M

Director National of Biodiversity and Protected Areas
Ministry of the Environment, Ecuador

Amazonas y Eloy Alfaro. Edif. MAG. 8 piso

Quito, Ecuador Pichincha

Tel: 593-2 250-6337, ext. 263

Fax:593-2 250-6337

magnoantonio@hotmail.com

Montoya, Gabriela
Coordinator

Ministry of the Environment
Ed. MAG., 8avo. Piso

Quito, Ecuador

Tel:593 2 2506 337

Fax: 593 2 2506 337
gmontoya@ambiente.gov.ec
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El Salvador

Ibarra Portillio, Ricardo

Technical in Natural Resources

Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources
Alameda Roosevelt y 55 Ave. Norte

San Salvador, El Salvador

Tel: 503 260-8900

Fax: 503260-3114

ribarra@marn.gob.sv

Grenada

Thomas, Linus Spencer

CHM Representative

National Biodiversity Coordinator
Ministry of Finance and Planning
Financial Complex, The Carenage
St. George's, Grenada

Tel: 473 440-2731

Fax: 473440-4115
spencelO5@hotmail.com

Haiti

Norris, Alix Michel Jean Dimitri M
Chief of Service Biodiversity
Miinister of Environment

181, Haut de Turgeau
Port-au-Prince, Haiti

Tel: 509 245-7585

Fax: 509 245-7360
dimitrinorris@hotmail.com

Personna, Yves Robert
Project Coordinator
Ministry of the Environment

181 Haut Turgeau
Port-au-Prince, Haiti

Tel: 509 245-0504
Fax: 509 245-7360
yrpersonna@yahoo.fr

Jamaica

Davis, Suzanne

Senior Research Officer
Institute of Jamaica

16-16 East Street

Kingston, Jamaica

Tel: 876 922-0620

Fax: 876 922-1147
chm.nhd@mail.mfochan.com

Newell, Dionne
Institute of Jamaica
10-16 East Street
Kingston, Jamaica

Tel: 876 922-0620

Fax:876 922-1147
zoology.nhd@mail.infochan.com

Mexico

Bellot, Mariana

Coordinator

National Biodiversity Commision (CONABIO)
Liga Periférico-Insurgentes 4903

Mexico City D.F., Mexico CP 14010

Tel: 52 55 5528 9125

52 555528 9185 Fax
mbellot@xolo.conabio.gob.mx

Koleff, Patricia

Coordinadora de Analisis y Servicios Externos
CONABIO

Av. Liga Periferico - Insurgentes Sur 4903
Parques del Pedregal, Tlalpan

Mexico City, Mexico DF 14010

Tel: 55 5 528-9175

Fax: 555 528-9131
pkoleff@xolo.conabio.gob.mx

Oriza-Barrios, Alberto S

Av. Palenque N0,60 Apto. B. SM-27 Mz-3
Cancun, Mexico Quintana Roo 77500
Tel: 998 884-4216

Fax:998 884-4216
aoriza@cablered.net.mx

Soberon, Jorge

Secretario Ejecutivo

CONABIO

Liga Periférico - Insurgentes Sur 4903

Mexico City, Mexico D.F. 14010
Tel: 55 5 528-9101

Fax:555 528-9131
. ; .

Nicaragua

Chévez, Aracely A

Resp. Sistema de Informacion - MARENA SINIA
Ministerio del Ambiente y los Recursos Naturales
Km 12 1/2 Carretera Norte

Managua, Nicaragua 5123

Tel: 263261 5 2632831, ext. 114
sinia@sdnnic.org.ni

Paraguay

Rivarola Paredes, Nelida Estela E

Biologa, Master en Ciencias

Secretaria del Ambiente

Av. Madame Lynch 3.500 ¢/ Primer Presidente
Asuncion, Paraguay Central 19005

Tel: 595 21615 812, ext. 14

Fax:595 21615 812

cdc@seam.gov.py



Peru

Solis, Roxana

Consejo Nacional Del Ambiente
Av Guardia Civil 205 San Borja
Lima 41, Peru

Tel: 22 5537 0 2714458

Fax: 22 5536
biodiv@conam.gob.pe
kayros7@hotmail.com

Saint Lucia

Polius, Julius

Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
5th floor - Sir Stanislaus James Building
Castries, Saint Lucia

Tel: 758 468-41 03

Fax: 758 45363 14

ps@slumaffe.org

Suriname

Uiterloo, Henna Joan

Policy Worker Environment
Ministry of Labor, Technical
Environment

Wagenwegstraat #22
Paramaribo, Suriname

Tel: 597 475 241

Fax: 597 9 437 860
arbeid@sr.net

Development,

Trinidad & Tobago

Persaud, David

Ecologist

Ministry of Utilities and the Environment
16-18 Sackville Street

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago

Tel: 868 625-6083

Fax:868 625-7003
environment@tstt.net.tt

United States of America

Bauldock, BarbaraT

Biological Informatics Program Coordinator
US Geological Survey

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston, VA 20192

Tel: 703-648-4295

Fax: 703-648-4224
barbara_bauldock@usgs.gov

Cotter, Gladys A

&
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Associate Chief Biologist for Information

U.S. Geological Survey
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston, VA 20192

Tel: 703-648-4090
Fax:703-648-4280
gladys_cotter@usgs.gov

Mike Frame

NBII Technology Manager
U.S. Geological Survey / NBII
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, VA 20192

Tel: 703-648-4164

Fax: 703-648-4224
mike_frame@usgs.gov

Grosse, Andrea

Biodiversity Information Specialist
U.S. Geological Survey / NBII
12201 Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston, VA 20192
Tel: 703 648-4342

Fax: 703 648-4224
agrosse@usgs.gov

Hill, John M

NBII Node PI

U.S. Geological Survey / NBII
70 Indian Clover Drive

The Woodlands, TX 77381
713 828-8389
jhill@usgs.gov

Simpson, Annie

Invasive Species Theme Coordinator
U.S. Geological Survey / NBII

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston, VA 20192

Tel: 703 648-4281

Fax: 703 648-4224
asimpson@usgs.qov

Uruguay

Aber, Ana

Coordinadora de Asesoria Ambiental Internacional
Ministerio Vivienda,Ord.Territ. y Medio Ambiente
Rincén 422, 3er.P.Montevideo, Uruguay.-
Coord.Asesoria de Asuntos Ambientales
Internacionales

Montevideo, Uruguay 11000

Tel: 598 2 9170710 4304/0

Fax:598 2 4321/20

aaber@adinet.com.uy

Venezuela

Elguezabal A., XabierM

Director de Areas Naturales Protegidas

Ministerio del Ambiente y delos Recursos Naturales
Centro Simén Bolivar, Torre sur, Piso 06
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Caracas, Venezuela Distrito Capital 1010
Tel: 0212 408-2150
Fax: 0212 408-2148

xelguezabal@marn.gov.ve

UNITED NATIONSAND SPECIALIZED

AGENCIES

Harrison, Jeremy D

Head of CBD Regional Agreements
UNEP-WCMC

219 Huntingdon Road

Cambridge, UK (Great Britain) CB3 ODL
Tel: 01223 277314

Fax: 01223 277136
jerry.harrison@unep-wcmc.org

St-Pierre, Luc

CEPNET Programme Officer

Caribbean Regional Coordinating Unit of UNEP
14-20 Port Royal St.

Kingston, Jamaica

Tel: 876 922-9267

Fax: 876 922-9292
Isp.uneprcuja@cwjamaica.com

Silva, Marcos

Programme Officer, Clearing-house Mechanism
Convention on Biological Diversity

393 rue Saint-Jacques

Montreal, Canada Quebec H2Y 1N9

Tel: 514287 7024

Fax: 514 288-6588

marcos.silva@biodiv.org

INTER-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Abreu, Vincent J
IABIN

University of Michigan
1855 Northbrook Drive
Ann Arbor, Ml 48103
Tel:734 936-0502
abreu@umich.edu

Andino, Olvin

Asesor en Biodiversidad SERNA
Corporacion Cressida

Bvard. a Suyapa, Tegucigalpa M.D.C.
Tegucigalpa, Honduras Col. Kennedy 15257
Tel: 504 239-8073, ext. 321

Fax: 504 239-8032 Fax
ambiente@cressida.com.hn

Aragon, Blanca B

Coordinadora

OTECBIO CONAP

5 Ave 6-06 z.1 Edificio IPM 5 Nivel
Guatemala, Guatemala 1010

Tel: 502 230-4238

Fax: 502 253-4141 Fax
otechio@conap.gob.qgt

Ashida, Keiko
Operations Analyst
World Bank / GEF

1818 H St. NW
Washington, DC 20433
Tel: 202 473-1339

Fax: 202 676-0199
kashida@worldbank.org

Batista, Yabanex

Junior Professional Associate
World Bank

1818 H Street, NW
Washington, DC 20433

Tel: 202-458-4873

Fax: 202-676-0199
ybatista@worldbank.org

Graham, Douglas J

Sr. Biodiversity Specialist
World Bank

1818 H St. NW

Washington, DC 20433
Tel: 202 473-6667

Fax: 202 522-0262
dgraham@worldbank.org

Haeuser, Christoph L

Research Scientist

Global Biodiversity Information Facility
c/o Naturkundemuseum, Rosenstein 1
Stuttgart, Germany 70191

Tel: 711 893-6223

Fax: 711 893-6100
chaeuser@gmx.de

Hardison, Preston D
Intergovernmental Affairs
Tulalip Tribes / IBIN
8226 41st Avenue, NE
Seattle, WA 98115

Tel: 206 527-0119

Fax: 206 527-0119 Fax
prestonh@comcast.net

Huber, Richard M

Principal Environmental Specialist
Organization of American States
1889 F Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006

Tel: 202 458-3227

Fax: 202 458-5960 Fax
rhuber@oas.org

Saarenmaa, Hannu

GBIF

Deputy Director for Informatics

Global Biodiversity Information Facility
Universitetsparken 15

Copenhagen, Denmark 2100

Tel: 45 3532 1479



Fax: 453532 1480
hsaarenmaa@gbif.org

Valdes Casillas, Carlos

Commission for Environmental Cooperation
393 St. Jacques Ouest

Montreal, Canada Quebec H2Y 1N9

Tel: 514 350-4348

Fax: 514 350-4314

cvaldes@ccemtl.org

Zuloaga, Fernando O
Biodiversity Collections in Argentina
Instituto de Botanica Darawinion

NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Arango, Angelica M
Coordinadora Nacional CDC Pronatura

Pronatura Noreste

Loma Larga 235, esq. Loma Florida
Col. Loma Larga

Monterrey, Mexico Nuevo Ledn 64710
Tel: 5281 8345 1045

Fax: 5281 8345 4559
aarango@pronaturane.org

Arce, Juan Pablo

Director, Latin America and the Carribean
NatureServe

1101 Wilson Boulevard

Arlington, VA 22209

Tel: 703908-1853
juanpablo_arce@natureserve.org

Beltran,Jose M

CPIC-GIS Coordinator

Pronatura Noroeste Mar de Cortes
Riveroll y Calle 7Tma #724

Plaza Bermudez Locales 9-12 Centro
Ensenada, Mexico Baja California 22800
Tel: 646 175-7158

Fax: 646 175-7160
jbeltran@pronatura-nmc.org

Canhos, Vanderlei
Director

Centro de Referencia em Informacio Ambiental -CRIA
Romeu Tortima, 388

Campinas, Brazil Sao Paulo 13083-885

Tel: 55 19 3288-0466

Fax: 55 19 3249-0960

vcanhos@cria.org.br

Clay, Robert Paul

Head of Reseach and Planning
BirdLife International

Coronel Rafael Franco 381
Asuncion, Paraguay

Tel: 595 21 227 777

Fax: 595 21 227 777

rob@quyra.org.py
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Larbarden 200, Casilla de Correo 22

San Isidro, Buenos Aires, Argentina B1642HYD
Tel: 5411 4743 4800

Fax:5411 4747 4748
fzuloaga@darwin.edu.ar

Valdes Casillas, Carlos

Commission for Environmental Cooperation
393 St. Jacques Ouest

Montreal, Canada Quebec H2Y 1N9

Tel: 514 350-4348

Fax: 514 350-4314

cvaldes@ccemtl.org

Clavijo, José A

Observer

BioNet-INTERNATIONAL

Museo del Instituto de Zoologia Agricola (MIZAUCV)
Avda. Casanova Godoy

P.O. Box 4579, Maracay

Maracay, Venezuela Aragua 2101A

Tel: 58 243550-7426

Fax: 58 243 550-7085

clamiche@telcel.net.ve

Figueroa, Viviana

Presidenta

Asoc. De La Juventud Indigena Argentina
Fraga 86 -1 B - C.P 1427 CF Argentina
Buenos Aires, Argentina 1427

Tel: 54 11 48570743

Fax:54 1148570743
juveindigena@yahoo.com.ar

Giddings, Lorrain E

Researcher

Instituto de Ecologia, A.C.

Carr. Vieja a Coatepec km 2.2
Xalapa, Mexico Veracruz 91070
Tel: 228 842-1800, ext. 6309
giddings@ecologia.edu.mx

Klein, Mary

VP CDC Network

NatureServe

1101 Wilson Boulevard, 15th Floor
Arlington, VA 22209

Tel: 703 908-1850

Fax: 703 908-1917
mary_klein@natureserve.org

Paredes, Rafaela

Conservation Data Centre Coordinator-Research
IMADES (Instituto del Medio Ambiente de Sonora)
Reyes y Aguascalientes s/n Col. San Benito
Hermosillo, Mexico Sonora 83190

Tel: 662 210-3661, ext. 122

Fax: 662 214-6508

paredes@imades.org

Pozo, Carmen

Ninguno

El Colegio de la Frontera Sur (ECOSUR)
Av. Centenario Km. 5.5, a Calderitas
P.O. Box 424 C.P. 77000
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Chetumal, Mexico Quintana Roo 77000

Tel: 983 83 50440, ext. 230/20
983 83 50450

CP0Zo@ecosur-qroo.mx

Smith, Richard

Assistant Director
BioNET-INTERNATIONAL
Bakeham Lane

Egham, UK (Great Britain) Surrey TW20 9TY

Tel: 44 1491 829 036
Fax: 441491 829 082
rsmith@bionet-intl.org

INDUSTRY

Carroll, Bonnie C

Information International Associates, Inc.
1009 Commerce Park Drive, Suite 150
Oak Ridge, TN 37831 4219

Tel: 865481-0388, ext. 112

Fax: 865481-0390
bcarroll@infointl.com

Driver, Paul A

Director Environment

Nippon Koei Uk Co Ltd

2 Chalfont Court, Lower Earley
Reading, UK (Great Britain)
Berkshire RG6 5SY

Tel: 0118 9450500

Fax: 0118 9450515
pdriver@nkuk.co.uk

Johnson, Kathryn R
Program Administration Specialist
Information International Associates, Inc.

1009 Commerce Park Drive, Suite 150
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

Tel: 865481-0388, ext. 109
Fax: 865481-0390
kjohnson@infointl.com

OTHER

Beltran, Javier

Manager of Biodiversity Information System
Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales
Avda. Angel Gallardo 470

Buenos Aires, Argentina C1405DJR

Tel: 5411 4982 0306

Fax: 5411 4982 0306
jbeltran@netizen.com.ar

Rhyne, Burl T (Tim)

Observer / Mercury Representative
Systems Engineer

Oak Ridge National Laboratory

P.O. Box 2008, Bethel Valley Road
Oak Ridge, TN 37831

Tel: 865574-7447

rhynebt@ornl.gov

Hirsch, Leonard P

Senior Policy Advisor
Smithsonian Institution

1100 Jefferson Drive,SW
Washington, DC 20560 0705
Tel: 202 3574788

Fax: 202 786 2557
lhirsch@si.edu

Maes, Jean-Michel

Museo Entomologico de Leon
Leon, Nicaragua A.P. 527
Tel: 505 311-6586

Fax: 505 311-0126
jmmaes@ibw.com.ni

McClarty, Darrell

ProjectLine Solutions

290B 2600 Eighth Street East
Saskatoon, Canada SKS7HO0OV7
Tel: 306 3736735, ext. 106

Fax: 306 373-3113
dmc@projectline.ca

Roig, Virgilio G

Observer

IADIZA Biological Collections
IADIZA

P.O. Box 507

Mendoza, Argentina 5500
Tel: 54-261- 428-0080, ext. 19
Fax: 54-261 428-7995

vroig@ lanet.com.ar

Ruggiero, Michael A

Director, ITIS

Smithsonian Institution

10th and Constitution Avenue
Washington, DC 20560 0180
Tel: 202 786-3117

Fax: 202 786-2934
rugagiero.michael@nmnh.si.edu

Salas, Antonio W

Jr. Moreno Alcala 241 San Borja
Lima, Peru 41

Tel: 511 346-1923

Fax: 511 346-0767
awsalas@terra.com.pe

Sergile, FlorenceE
Consultant, OAS

3407 NW 54th Lane
Gainesville, Haiti FL32653
Tel: 352 3722853

Fax: 352 3722853
fserqile@yahoo.fr

Van Praag, Eric

Apartado 80992

Caracas, Venezuela 1080-A
Tel: 58 212 793-4836

58 212 793-4826 Fax
evan@cantv.net



