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Page 78:  Communication, education and public awareness (VIII/6)
After the title (“19. Communication, education and public awareness (VIII/6)), insert
The following draft decision is taken from paragraph 4 of recommendation 1/5 of the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Review of Implementation of the Convention (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/4/Rev.1).

The Conference of the Parties,


Noting with appreciation the review and further development of the programme of work for the Global Initiative on Communication, Education and Public Awareness (CEPA), prepared by the Executive Secretary with the support of the CEPA Informal Advisory Committee convened in response to decision VII/24 and, in particular, their efforts to identify a short list of priority activities in the CEPA programme of work to serve as the focus for the implementation of the initiative, as well as a plan for the implementation of the identified activities,

1.
Welcomes the short list of priority activities for the CEPA Initiative comprising the communication, education and public awareness dimensions of the ongoing programmes of work of the Convention in the thematic areas and cross-cutting issues, including the programme of work for the Global Initiative on Communication, Education and Public Awareness annexed to decision VI/19; 

2.
Adopts the plan for the implementation of the identified priority activities;  

3.
Invites the Global Environment Facility to make available the necessary financial resources to implement the identified CEPA priority activities at the national level in support of national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

4.
Invites Parties to contribute the necessary financial resources to implement the identified CEPA priority activities;

5.
Invites Parties, international organizations and other partners to fully participate in, and contribute to, the implementation of the identified CEPA priority activities;


6.
Further invites Parties to coordinate their CEPA activities with the corresponding activities of other biodiversity-related conventions and other relevant multilateral environmental agreements, at national and regional levels as appropriate; 

7.
Requests the Executive Secretary to cooperate actively with the secretariats of other conventions, in particular the Ramsar and Climate Change conventions, to build on experiences under those conventions, to ensure synergy, and avoid duplication;

8.
Requests the Executive Secretary with the support of the Informal Advisory Committee to explore linkages with other global initiatives that are particularly relevant to the work of CEPA, inter alia, the global 2010 biodiversity target, the Millennium Development Goals, the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment and the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.
Pages 100-102:  Progress towards implementation of the Convention and its Strategic Plan including the 2010 target and the Convention’s contribution to relevant Millennium Development Goals (VIII/7)
The introduction and text of the draft decision on pages 100-102 should be replaced by the following:
The following draft decision is derived from recommendation 1/1 of the Working Group on Review of Implementation, as follows:  the preambular paragraphs and paragraphs 1‑7 are as developed by the Working Group (parts A and B of recommendation 1/1); paragraphs 8-16 are proposed by the Executive Secretary in follow-up to parts A and C of recommendation 1/1 of the Working Group.

The Conference of the Parties, 

Emphasizing the need to address each of the three objectives of the Convention,

Noting that the major obstacles to the implementation of the Convention have already been identified in the Strategic Plan, and ways and means of overcoming these obstacles need to be identified,

Stressing the need for the provision of new and additional financial resources for the implementation of the Convention in accordance with Article 20, and looking forward to a successful replenishment of the GEF, 

Recalling that paragraph 4 of Article 23 tasks the Conference of the Parties with keeping under review the implementation of the Convention,

1. Decides that review of implementation of the Convention should be a standing item on its agenda;

2. Takes note of the analysis of progress towards the goals of the Strategic Plan summarized in paragraph 5 of the note by the Executive Secretary on implementation of the Convention and the Strategic Plan and progress towards the 2010 target (UNEP/CBD/WG-RI/1/2); 

3. Decides to consider, at its ninth meeting, the in-depth review of the implementation of goals 2 and 3 of the Strategic Plan, and consolidated guidance for the development, implementation and evaluation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and the effective integration of biodiversity concerns into relevant sectors;

4. In preparation for the review process referred to in paragraph 3 above, invites Parties to provide timely information on: 

(a)
The status of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, their implementation and updating, and the extent to which biodiversity concerns have been effectively mainstreamed in accordance with Article 6 (b) of the Convention on Biological Diversity;

(b)
The main obstacles to implementation of the Convention at the national level, including obstacles to the implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, and to the effective integration of biodiversity concerns into relevant sectors (using as a framework the list of obstacles identified in the Strategic Plan), and ways and means by which these obstacles might be overcome;

(c) 
An update on actions taken in response to paragraph 41 of decision V/20 on reviewing implementation at the national level; 

5. 
Considers appropriate mechanisms to, inter alia: 

(a) 
Undertake, prior to the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, an in-depth review of the implementation of goals 2 and 3 of the Strategic Plan (excluding consideration of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety), including an assessment of obstacles to their implementation and of ways and means of overcoming such obstacles on the basis, inter alia, of information provided in the third national reports and supplementary submissions provided by Parties, focusing in particular on:

(i) The provision of financial resources, capacity-building and technology transfer; 

(ii) The status of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, their implementation and updating, and the extent to which biodiversity concerns are effectively integrated into relevant sectors and have been effectively mainstreamed in accordance with Article 6 (b) of the Convention;

(b)
Develop, prior to the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, consolidated and up-to-date guidance for the development, implementation and evaluation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and the effective integration of biodiversity concerns into relevant sectors, including financial considerations for implementing and updating national strategies and guidance on facilitating the involvement of indigenous and local communities; 

6.
Recognizes the need for increased capacity within Parties to implement the Convention, particularly with regard to national biodiversity strategies, policies, plans and legislation and national reports, and considers options for the provision of increased technical support for developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing States among them, and countries with economies in transition, for facilitating and promoting implementation of the Convention;

7.
Further considers options to support Parties to undertake, on a voluntary basis, a review of national implementation of the Convention, as envisaged in paragraph 41 of decision V/20;
8. 
Takes note of the outline of issues to be addressed by the in-depth review of national biodiversity strategies and action plans (contained in paragraph 9 of the note by the Executive Secretary on follow-up to the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on the Review of Implementation of the Convention (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/15), and encourages Parties, in providing the information referred to in paragraph 4 above, to make use of the guidelines provided in the annex to the present decision, 

9. 
Recommends that regional meetings be convened during the first quarter of 2007 in order to discuss national experiences in implementing NBSAPs and the integration of biodiversity concerns into relevant sectors, including consideration of obstacles and ways and means for overcoming the obstacles;

10. 
Requests the Executive Secretary, in consultation with regional groups and subject to the availability of the necessary funds, to convene the regional meetings referred to in paragraph 9 above;

11. 
Further requests the Executive Secretary to compile the information referred to in paragraph 4 above, and to prepare a synthesis/analysis of lessons learned, and to make this compilation and synthesis/analysis available to the regional meetings, and to the second meeting of the Working Group on Review of Implementation;

12. 
Requests the Executive Secretary, to prepare, for the consideration of the Working Group on Review of Implementation, draft updated guidance, according to the form and scope presented in section IV the note by the Executive Secretary on follow-up to the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on the Review of Implementation of the Convention (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/15);

13. 
Requests the Executive Secretary to liaise with relevant organizations, such as UNEP, Fauna and Flora International, IUCN, and the World Resources Institute, with a view to developing revised and updated guidelines to assist Parties in the development, implementation, evaluation and updating of national biodiversity strategies and action plans, taking into account the elements listed in section IV of the note by the Executive Secretary on follow-up to the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on the Review of Implementation of the Convention (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/15);

14. 
Invites UNEP, Fauna and Flora International, IUCN, the World Resources Institute and other relevant organizations to contribute to the development of revised and updated guidelines to assist Parties in the development, review, updating and implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans;

15. 
Recognizing the need for increased capacity within Parties to implement the Convention, particularly with regard to national biodiversity strategies, policies, plans and legislation and national reports, and having considered options for the provision of increased technical support (section V of the note by the Executive Secretary on follow-up to the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on the Review of Implementation of the Convention (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/15)) for developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing States among them, and countries with economies in transition, for facilitating and promoting implementation of the Convention requests the Executive Secretary, in cooperation with relevant international organizations, to develop a technical assistance programme;

16. 
Invites the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Environment Programme, and other relevant organizations, to contribute to the development and operation of the technical assistance programme.
Pages 196-200: Protected areas:  consideration of the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Protected Areas (VIII/22)
For the existing text substitute
27.
Cross-cutting issues

27.1 Protected areas:  consideration of the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Protected Areas (VIII/22)

Paragraphs 1-22 of the following draft decision come from paragraph 4 of recommendation 1/1 of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Protected Areas (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/8, annex). Paragraphs 23-27 come from paragraph 4 of recommendation 1/3 of the Working Group, and paragraph 28 is taken from paragraph 6 of recommendation 1/4. 
The Conference of the Parties,
Options for cooperation for the establishment of marine protected areas in marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction

1.
Welcomes the scientific and legal studies prepared for the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Protected Areas (UNEP/CBD/WG-PA/1/INF/1 and UNEP/CBD/WG-PA/1/INF/2), and expresses its appreciation to the European Community for its financial assistance in commissioning these studies;

2.
Notes that the establishment of marine protected areas in areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction should be undertaken in the context of international law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, as well as in the context of the best available scientific information, the precautionary approach and the ecosystem approach, and that the management of biodiversity in these areas should aim to achieve a balance between conservation and sustainable use objectives;

3.
Recognizes that the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea sets out the legal framework within which all activities in oceans and seas must be carried out;

4.
Recognizes also that marine protected areas are a tool to help achieve conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, and that in any decision to establish marine protected areas their utility would first have to be evaluated in relation to other available tools.

5.
Takes note of the findings of the preliminary scientific study (UNEP/CBD/WG‑PA/1/INF/1), which intended to identify priority biodiversity areas;

6.
Requests the Executive Secretary to work with relevant governmental, intergovernmental, nongovernmental and scientific institutions to synthesize, with peer review, the best available scientific studies on priority areas for biodiversity conservation in marine areas, and to update the peer‑reviewed synthesis periodically, and make it available to the Conference of the Parties;

7.
Recognizes that the best available scientific information indicates that seamounts and cold‑water coral reefs are ecosystems under severe threat, while also recognizing ongoing efforts to protect these vulnerable ecosystems on a case‑by‑case basis including the application of the precautionary approach, urges Parties to cooperate to take urgent action to protect those under most immediate threat, and further urges Parties to take urgent action to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control, do not cause damage to those ecologically significant cold-water coral reefs and seamounts; 

8.
Notes that the scientific study (UNEP/CBD/WG-PA/1/INF/1) highlighted that, in some cases, data on ecosystems, habitats and species in marine areas is still lacking, and requests research organizations, funding agencies and other relevant organizations to collaborate in filling these and other identified data gaps, including, inter alia:  

(a)
The distribution of all Red-Listed marine species; 

(b)
Information on distribution of seamounts and cold-water coral reefs, their ecosystem functioning and the ecology of associated species, from a range of different depths, in particular from poorly sampled areas; 

(c)
Information on distribution of other habitats as listed in annex I, table 1, to the note by the Executive Secretary on options for cooperation for the establishment of marine protected areas in marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (UNEP/CBD/WG-PA/1/2) and the ecology of associated species;

(d)
Studies of the ecology of marine species and their behaviours that determines their vulnerability to human activities, including those listed in annex I, tables 2 and 3, to the note by the Executive Secretary on options for cooperation for the establishment of marine protected areas in marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (UNEP/CBD/WG-PA/1/2);

(e)
Socio-economic information [including from indigenous and local communities] regarding use of marine biodiversity resources; and

(f)
Studies, including information on evaluation of marine species, such as those being carried out by IUCN;

9.
Further requests the Executive Secretary to explore options with relevant international and regional organizations, including research organizations and indigenous and local communities, to verify and elaborate on the spatial database of biodiversity in marine areas building upon the database that was developed as part of the scientific study.  This database should also include: 

(a)
Information on marine areas, including, inter alia, habitat types and species, particularly threatened or declining species or habitats identified on a biogeographic basis; 

(b)
Data on existing regional and national systems of marine protected areas and marine ecological networks; 

10.
Agrees that the identification, designation and management of marine protected areas would benefit from the participation of stakeholders and, indigenous and local communities where necessary and appropriate;

11.
Notes that actions to protect biodiversity beyond national jurisdiction are a complement to activities to protect biodiversity within national jurisdiction, and that there is, in many cases, an ecological connectivity between these areas;

12.
Recognizing the importance of national and regional marine protected areas as one of the essential tools and approaches for protecting biodiversity, [urges Parties, as appropriate, to undertake actions towards the establishment of such marine protected areas as a matter of priority, subject to the availability of financial resources]; 

13.
Notes that the establishment of marine protected areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction could benefit from ecological criteria for the identification of areas for protection;
14.
Notes that in addition to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, there are a large number of other relevant global and regional legal instruments that, together with the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, collectively constitute the existing international legal framework for biodiversity in marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction; that within this framework there are significant opportunities for promoting the establishment of marine protected areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction; 

15.
Notes that there is a need for improved multisectoral coordination and integration for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction;

16.
Also notes that there is currently lack of implementation, compliance and enforcement of the international legal framework with respect to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in marine areas beyond national jurisdiction; 

17.
Further notes that there is a need for cooperation and coordination among various forums for the establishment of marine protected areas consistent with international law, and urges Parties to work towards such cooperation and coordination. 

18.
Further notes that the establishment of such marine protected areas may in turn have a positive effect on the cooperation between the various forums; 

19.
 Notes that illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing is one of the greatest threats to marine ecosystems and biodiversity and urges States to work domestically, in regions where they have an interest, and globally to develop and implement measures to combat unreported and unregulated fishing; 

20.
Identifies the following as options for cooperation for the establishment of marine protected areas [beyond national jurisdiction]:

(a) 
Parties and other States use the existing legal framework as a basis to cooperate as a matter of priority and to make [early] progress in the establishment of marine protected areas [beyond the limits of national jurisdiction], [taking into account paragraph 16 above];

(b) 
Recognizing the respective mandates of each organization and need for cooperation in order to achieve their desired objectives, the Parties could cooperate with and work together as appropriate to ensure that, inter alia, United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, the International Seabed Authority, the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the International Maritime Organization, the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species, and the International Whaling Commission, as well as other relevant global and regional legal instruments including regional fisheries management organizations, regional seas conventions and action plans enhance their capacity to effectively implement existing legal instruments that respond to key threats to biological diversity in marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, including the establishment of marine protected areas;

[(c)
Parties to regional fisheries management organizations to establish regional fisheries management organizations where there are currently none, and strengthen the conservation powers of existing regional fisheries management organizations, where current management powers are inadequate in that respect.] 

[(d) 
Regional fisheries management organizations to act in accordance with the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (“the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement”) and the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;] 

[(e)
A regular and periodic review and assessment of the performance of regional fisheries management organizations in implementing the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement amongst States Parties to that Agreement;]

 [(f)
Consideration by member Governments of the International Maritime Organization in conformity with international law to extend Particularly Sensitive Sea Area designations to marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction and, in proposing Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas for approval by the International Maritime Organization, to take into account areas of importance for biodiversity;]

[(g)
Apply the relevant provisions of the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement to high seas discrete fish stocks;]

(h)    
Take measures to implement paragraph 66 of General Assembly resolution 59/25, to take action urgently, and consider on a case-by-case basis and on a scientific basis, including the application of the precautionary approach, the interim prohibition of destructive fishing practices, including bottom trawling that has adverse impacts on vulnerable marine ecosystems, including seamounts, hydrothermal vents and cold water corals located beyond national jurisdiction, until such time as appropriate conservation and management measures have been adopted in accordance with international law;

[(i)
Consider in the appropriate forum the development and adoption of an implementing agreement to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea for the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity including the establishment and management of marine protected areas in areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction;]

 [21.
Requests the Executive Secretary, in order to avoid unnecessary duplication and to facilitate harmonizing outcomes to work in collaboration with other organizations with a mandate for and active in this field and processes, [[to facilitate the development of a framework for a more comprehensive approach to integrated ocean management] to ensure conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction];]

 [22.
Invites Parties to propose the development and adoption of an implementing agreement to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea for [the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity] [the establishment and management of marine protected areas] in areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction].]

Further development of tool kits for the identification, designation, management, monitoring and evaluation of national and regional systems of protected areas

23.
Invites Parties and other Governments to use the toolkits for the identification, designation, management, monitoring and evaluation of national and regional systems of protected areas as appropriate in the implementation of the programme of work on protected areas;

24.
Urges Parties, other Governments, funding and other relevant organizations to support, in accordance with demand identified by seeking inputs from potential users of toolkits, a “Tools Outreach Programme”, including in accordance with paragraph 27 of decision VII/28, national and regional-level training workshops organized around key themes in the programme of work on protected areas, with initial focus on early actions in the programme of work;

25.
Encourages Parties to translate relevant tools into national and local languages so that they can be used effectively; 

26.
Urges Parties, other Governments, funding and other relevant organizations to provide adequate financial resources and other support for the development of tool kits according to identified gaps and demand, including for toolkits at the local level, in local languages, and those developed or used by indigenous and local communities; 

27.
Urges Parties, other Governments, funding and other relevant organizations to provide adequate financial resources and other support for workshops to focus on the use and further development of available toolkits, in particular in relation to co-managed protected areas and community-conserved areas, and to ensure the full and effective participation of indigenous and local communities in this activity;

Review of implementation of the programme of work on protected areas: consideration of the process for review 

28.
Urges Parties, other Governments and multilateral funding bodies to provide the necessary financial support to developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing States among them, and countries with economies in transition, to enable them to undertake the reporting required as part of review of implementation of the programme of work on protected areas.

The following draft decision reproduces recommendation I/2 of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Protected Areas.

Options for mobilizing financial resources for the implementation of the programme of work by developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing States among them, and countries with economies in transition

[The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Protected Areas]
[The Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Protected Areas recommends that the Conference of the Parties:]
1.
Invites Parties: 

(a)
To organize, as a matter of urgency, national—and as appropriate, regional—protected-area financing roundtables of donors and recipient Governments, for the purpose of advancing progress on national and regional-level sustainable finance strategies and the achievement of target 3.4 in the programme of work on protected areas adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its seventh meeting;

(b)
To consider prioritizing the need to undertake immediately a national protected-area values and benefits initiative, in accordance with activities 3.1.2 and 3.4.6 of the programme of work; 

(c) 
To assess, document and communicate the socio-economic values of protected-area systems, focusing in particular on the critical contribution to poverty alleviation and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), including specific evaluations of the impacts of the existing variety of funding mechanisms and protected area programmes on indigenous and local communities; 

(d)
To effectively address protected-areas financing in the outcomes of the Millennium Review Summit in September 2005, including clear recognition of the critical role of protected areas in achieving all the Millennium Development Goals;

(e)
To design and elaborate financial sustainability plans for protected-area systems that incorporate a diversity of national, regional and international funding sources and mechanisms and include:  

(i)
Analysis of current financial income and expenditures, overall financial needs and gaps; 

(ii) 
Carry out an analysis of the administrative, legal and management-related barriers and address these in order to create an enabling environment and to facilitate financial sustainability;

(iii)
Concrete and comprehensive needs assessments to create better insight in the necessary resources for activities;

(iv)
Definition and quantification of protected area goods and services, and potential sources of investment to pay for such goods and services; 

(v)
Screening and feasibility analysis of potential financial mechanisms; and

(vi)
Sustainable national financing plans for protected areas;

(f) 
To consider the following options in designing financial sustainability plans for ensuring long-term financial support for the system of protected areas:
(i)
National trust funds that support protected areas systems: to be used for channelling, inter alia, multilateral and bilateral grants, tourism-based revenues, debt-for-nature swap proceeds, and contributions from non-governmental organizations;

(ii)
Funding mechanisms connected to socially and environmentally sustainable economic activities that have direct links to protected areas, while maintaining the integrity of the protected area and related ecosystems;  

(iii)
Funding mechanisms that channel the economic values of ecosystem services at local, regional and global levels;

[(iv)
Redirection of perverse subsidies to support protected areas (possibly starting with those sectors having clearest linkages e protected areas);] 

(v) 
Further explore options for innovative international finance mechanisms to support the programme of work, taking into account the conclusion of national and international initiatives to combat hunger, reduce poverty and increase development funding;

(vi)
Retention, by local or national protected-area management authorities, of visitor fees and other revenues generated from protected areas; and

(vii)
Increase, where possible, of national and local government budgets for protected‑area management;

(g) 
To support institutional strengthening and improved governance of protected-areas management authorities and to build capacities of protected-area officials to undertake sound financial planning and management;
[(h)
To explore options for linking protected area funding to the Clean Development Mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol process, as a means of further enhancing the synergy between biodiversity and climate change;]
(i)
To establish an ongoing dialogue on financing, including - if needed - a conference on long-term financing, in order to meet goal 3.4 of the programme of work by 2008, and to achieve a thorough assessment of this Goal by the ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, and to focus one of the future meetings of the Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group on Protected Areas on the matter of financial commitments, taking into account financial plans and needs assessments; 

 (j)
To note the need that all activities are carried out with the full and effective participation of, and full respect for the rights of, indigenous and local communities consistent with national law and applicable international obligations;

2.
Requests the Conference of the Parties to:

(a)
Invite the United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank, the United Nations Environment Programme and other Implementing Agencies of the Global Environment Facility, along with other relevant organizations, to help facilitate and financially support the protected-area financing roundtables referred to in paragraph 1 (a) above; 

(b) 
Invite international and regional development banks to incorporate criteria for biodiversity conservation and/or sustainable use in their guidelines for investment projects which have potential impacts on the financial, ecological and social sustainability of protected areas;
(c)
Invite the Global Environment Facility:

(i)
To approve and operationalize a new expedited project for fast-disbursing and flexible grant funding to support early action activities of the programme of work (e.g., 2006 and 2008 timelines), between US$ 25 and 50 million, taking into account the identified national needs at a scale to sufficiently support developing countries, particularly the least developed and small island developing States among them, and countries with economies in transition;

(ii)
To provide full-sized and medium-sized GEF grants designed to support national and regional systems of protected areas and the targets and timetables in the programme of work and focus more sharply on protected area systems and sustainability strategies; 

(iii)
To increase the envelope of GEF biodiversity funds for protected areas in the GEF‑4 business plan, taking into account the goals and targets in the programme of work and GEF’s niche in providing system-wide protected-areas support; and 

(iv)
To review and revise, as appropriate, its protected areas’ policies in relation to indigenous and local communities; 

(d)
Urge developed countries:

(i)
To support a strong fourth replenishment for the Global Environment Facility, taking into account the goals and targets in the programme of work and the need for new and additional funding to support this work in developing countries, particularly the least developed and small island developing States among them, and countries with economies in transition;

(ii)
To provide enhanced support for conservation endowment funds and other long-term financing mechanisms, such as debt-for-nature swaps, that have proven to be particularly successful in supporting recurrent protected area management costs; 

(iii)
To take reasonable steps to assess, where practicable, Official Development Assistance programmes in order to consider ways to make development aid better support the goals and objectives of protected areas; and

(iv)
To support projects aimed at long-term financial sustainability of protected area systems;

(e)
Urge developing countries and countries with economies in transition to evaluate their development priorities, as appropriate, ensuring that implementation of the programme of work on protected areas is a priority in the national development strategies; 

(f)
Urge international non-governmental organizations, private foundations and private sector:

(i)
To provide developing countries, particularly the least developed and small island developing States among them, and countries with economies in transition, financial and technical support to implement the programme of work;

(ii)
To support the design and implementation of capacity‑building programmes on sustainable financing mechanisms for protected area managers in developing countries; including through such partnerships as the Conservation Finance Alliance and the IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas; 

(iii)
To provide targeted financial support to conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity initiatives of indigenous and local communities, including capacity-building activities, to promote the implementation of the programme of work; and

(iv)
To develop partnership initiatives and institutional arrangements for financing the implementation of the programme of work;

3.
Requests the Executive Secretary:

(a) 
To encourage an ongoing and focused dialogue on the financing of the programme of work by:

(i)
Reporting, as far as feasible and using existing information, on the progress regarding the follow-up to this recommendation to each meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-Ended Working Group on Protected Areas in preparation of each meeting of the Conference of the Parties; and

(ii)
Inviting the donor community and relevant organizations to take part in this ongoing dialogue and to participate in the meetings of the Ad Hoc Open‑Ended Working Group on Protected Areas;

(b)
To make existing conservation-finance tools available through the clearing-house mechanism and other means; 

(c)
To explore options, and report to the Conference of the Parties at its eighth meeting, on means to strengthen the use of innovative mechanisms to develop public-private partnerships to promote private investments of sustainable projects in protected areas, in cooperation with the international financial institutions;

(d)
To submit the present recommendation for the information and for further action of participants in the donors’ meeting to be held in Montecatini, Italy, following the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Protected Areas; and

(e)
To organize, subject to the availability of financial resources, regional workshops on ways and means to make full use of currently available sustainable-funding tools.

The following draft decision is taken from the suggested recommendations in the note by the Executive Secretary on review of implementation of the programme of work on protected areas for the period 2004-2006 (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/29).  
Review of implementation of the programme of work on protected areas for the period 2004-2006 

The Conference of the Parties,

Recognizing the need for adequate technical, institutional and financial capacities for the implementation of the programme of work, and 

Emphasizing the importance of continuing to strengthen collaboration with relevant partners, in particular the partners and other collaborators listed in appendix to decision VII/28,

1.
Notes the progress made in the implementation of the programme of work on protected areas, as reported in the note by the Executive Secretary (UNEP/CBD/COP/8/29);



2.
Notes also the significant contribution of NGO consortium partners, especially The Nature Conservancy, Conservation International, Wildlife Conservation Society and WWF to the implementation of the programme of work in various regions in terms of technical and financial support; 

3.
Recognizes that a major shortcoming in the current review has been the limited availability of detailed information on activities of the programme of work, including the insufficient number of reports submitted by the time of this review;

4.
Recognizes the need for the systematic collection of information on implementation of the programme of work on protected areas to facilitate the assessment of progress towards the 2010 biodiversity target and other global goals, encourages Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to provide timely and quality information on the implementation of the programme of work; 

5.
Adopts recommendation 1/2 of the first meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Working Group on Protected Areas on options for mobilizing financial resources for the implementation of the programme of work by developing countries, in particular the least developed and small island developing States among them, and countries with economies in transition;
6.
Also adopts the Montecatini financial considerations for protected areas recognized by the meeting of donor agencies and other relevant organizations held in Montecatini, Italy, on 20 and 21 June 2005, contained in an information document;

7.
Recognizing that the review of the implementation of the programme of work for the period 2004-2006 identified capacity-building constraints for developing countries especially for activities 1.1.5 (gap analysis), 1.2.1 (integrating protected areas into wider landscapes and seascapes), 3.4.2 (country- level sustainable financing strategies), and 4.2.1 (evaluating the effectiveness of protected areas management), requests the Executive Secretary to organize, subject to availability of necessary funds, training and information-exchange regional workshops to build capacity and accordingly encourages Parties, other Governments and relevant organizations to support and implement such capacity-building activities;

8.
Urges Parties and other Governments to increase the effective protection of marine and inland water ecosystems, paying particular attention to (i) integrating marine protected areas into the wider seascape; and (ii) increasing collaborative activities to protect priority ecosystems in marine areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, in the context of international law, including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and based on scientific information;

9.
Requests the Executive Secretary to continue developing and strengthening collaboration with other organizations, institutions and conventions as a way to promote synergy and avoid unnecessary duplication and facilitate effective implementation of the programme of work on protected areas, including compiling and disseminating through the clearing-house mechanism, best-practice guidelines, lessons learned and success stories on protected areas;

10.
Urges international non-governmental organizations and IUCN/World Commission on Protected Areas to further consolidate their efforts and come out with a coordinated action plan for supporting the implementation of the programme of work on protected areas and report to the Conference of the Parties at its ninth meeting.
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