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Poverty in Mexico

Indicators

Mexico

Population (in 105001

thousands)

110675

Urban Population

Mexico (%) . . /6.5 78.0
Poverty
Percentage from

N total (%) 18.7(1989) 10.4
People (millions) 11.7
Human
Development 0.750
Index
Income
eli e (el 51.4 (2002) 52.8 51.5 (2008)
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Before realising the
Importfance of mainstreaming

o Location of protected areas result of aesthetic
and recreational criferia.

o Single crop farming:
o Agricultural and forest gene homogeneity seen as
progress.

o Official support for deforestation, land use change for
agriculture.

o Promotion of exofic species insertion without any El
consideration.

o Wildlife seen as exofic pets.

o Huge public works despite their environmental
impact.

o Warter supply in growing cities, a political must.




What were the reasons for
changev¢

o Environmental crisis.

o Air pollutionin Mexico City.

o Deforestation.

o Droughts and floods - climate change.
o Markets’ valuation of biodiversity.

o Organic farming.

o Ecotourism.

o Payment for ecosystem services.




How did the fransifion to
biodiversity mainstreaming get
put INto placee

o Before the Earth summitin Rio '92, the
National Commission for the Knowledge and
sustainable use of biodiversity (CONABIO) was
created.

o 1994, key year for environmental institutions.

o Mexico signs the NAFTA (CEC) and is admitted
in OECD.

o Environment at a Ministerial level.
o Starts with GGNP accounting.




The main phases of
Implementation

o Mainstreaming of biodiversity and
mainstreaming of poverty eradication two tier
route, finally converging.

o ldentity between biodiversity hotspots and
poor marginal communities.

o Forests and communal ownership.

oHow real mainstreaming has
been?

oln discourse or in facts?




The main phases of
Implementation

o Institutions: 1994 — 2003
o Ministry, Forests and NPA Commissions.
o Instruments: 1994 — 2009

o Main environmental law and a
comprehensive legal framework.

o Statistics and indicators.
o Diverse programmes — most recent SPCC.

o Budget: 2006 — 2012
o Transversality: 2009 — 2012.




Difflculties and obstacles

Not enough...what else? The economy.
Defensive budget.

Perverse subsidies.

EIA partially applied (lack of SEA).

Cost -benefits without clear environmental
externalities.

Developerslobbying.

Economic growth and development legitimated,
rather than sustainable development.

o Poverty reduction programmes -> grandfathering.
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The principle elements of the
mainstreaming policy

o Political.
o Climate change.
o Otherrelated environmental crisis.
o Political legitimacy.
o Poverty and demography.
o Internal market weakness.
o Programmatic
o Subsidies “oportunidades”
o Payment for Ecosystem Services
o Programme for Temporal employment




Lessons learned

o Efforts have been in course for almost 20 years.

o More resources used for mainstreaming poverty
eradication and biodiversity conservation.

o Even more resources invested in economic
growth.

o Insufficient SD efforts.

o Something is failing.
o Governance priorities.
o Law enforcement.
o Public awareness.




Conclusions

o Poverty comes from economic exclusion.
o Changing the economy is necessary.

o Biodiversity loss comes from economic
pressure.

o Changing the economy is necessary.

o Where to shift the economy and how is
the challenge.




