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Ministerial Commitment 

Failure is not an Option 



A common purpose for the delivery of Aichi Targets by 2020 
 
The purpose of this UK Biodiversity Framework is to set a broad enabling structure 
for action across the UK between now and 2020: 
 
i. To set out a shared vision and priorities for UK-scale activities, in a framework 

jointly owned by the four countries, and to which their own strategies will 
contribute. 
 

ii. To identify priority work at a UK level which will be needed to help deliver the 
Aichi targets and the EU Biodiversity Strategy. 
 

iii. To facilitate the aggregation and collation of information on activity and 
outcomes across all countries of the UK, where the four countries agree this will 
bring benefits compared to individual country work. 
 

iv. To streamline governance arrangements for UK-scale activity. 
 

The vision for the CBD’s Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 is: 
‘By 2050, biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored and wisely used, 
maintaining ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy planet and delivering 
benefits essential for all people’. 



 

Published Reports and Assessments 
· The UK Biodiversity Indicators 
· The UK National Ecosystem Assessment 
(UK NEA) 
· European Habitats Directive Article 17 
reporting 
· Charting Progress 2. The state of the UK 
seas. 
Policy statements and written 
submissions 
· The UK Biodiversity Framework and its 
published reports 
· Written contributions from the UK 
Government, the devolved administrations 
and the 
Governments of Overseas Territories (OTs) 
and Crown Dependencies (CDs), 
including the country biodiversity strategies. 



Charting Progress 2 



Regional Biodiversity Strategies 



Northern Ireland 



Northern Ireland progress towards 
2020 Aichi Targets since 2010 

 
1. introduction of the WANE Act in 2011 which increased the range of species to be 
protected, increased penalties for wildlife crime including custodial sentences, 
banned hare coursing events and introduced a Biodiversity Duty on all public bodies;  
 
2. marine legislation introduced to allow preparation of a Marine Plan and the 
designation of MCZs;  
 
3. introduction of measures to control pollution and improve water quality;  
 
4. greater volumes of waste being recycled;  
 
5. implementation of agri-environment and other schemes for farm businesses;  
 
 
 



Progress continued 
 
6. the number of ASSIs designated increased to over 350;  
 
7. completion of the designation of SACS and SPAs under the Habitats and Birds 
Directives;  
 
8.  appointment of Biodiversity Officers in the majority of district councils;  
 
9.  publication of a strategy to tackle the threat of IAS together with practical actions, 
many undertaken through an all-Ireland approach between NIEA and the NPWS;  
 
10. publication of priority habitat and species list in 2010;  
 
11. publication of habitat action plans and species action plans; and  
 
12. the development of a greater level of knowledge and data in both terrestrial and 
marine environments  
 



International and European context 

 
• fully implement the Birds and Habitats Directives;  
 
• maintain and restore ecosystems and their services;  
 
• increase the contribution of agriculture and forestry to biodiversity;  
 
• ensure the sustainable use of fisheries resources; and  
 
• combat the introduction and spread of invasive species.  
 



A Vision for Northern Ireland 

“By 2050, our life support system, nature, 
is protected and restored for its own sake, 
its essential contribution to our well-
being and prosperity, and to avert 
catastrophic changes likely to arise from 
its loss.” 



Aichi Strategic Goal A 











Reporting on progress and review 
of mechanisms 

The WANE Act requires the Department to report on progress in implementing 
the Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy within five years of the legislation 
coming into operation and every five years thereafter. 
  
The Department is keen to take a practical and flexible approach in achieving this. 
To avoid duplication, existing reporting mechanisms and other readily available 
information will be used to make informed decisions on the extent to which 
biodiversity loss has been halted. It is proposed to publish an interim report on 
progress in implementing the Northern Ireland Biodiversity Strategy in 2017. A 
final report will be published in 2020 and will inform the development of a new 
ten-year strategy. 



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=xqq3OGV-3U7IoM&tbnid=Dgmh54vXfjhbAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-20525743&ei=Pt2OU-CdE8ihO-64gMAI&bvm=bv.68235269,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHTCY8TcLqcXDaVncq4mSGWnJ7JTQ&ust=1401958021726424
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=xGqXTinahmb9mM&tbnid=17NSBFlyp716eM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/07/travel/following-game-of-thrones-to-belfast-and-beyond.html&ei=aN6OU5zpBMPfOte9gdgM&bvm=bv.68235269,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNG3jsvjcKEBY3PQBmZg_--tvif4tA&ust=1401958345351228

